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ABSTRACT

Cultural tourism is an altcmalive way for lravelers who want to relax and swudy
about culture at the samc time. Wal (icmple) is a kind ol culwral tourism resoureces.
In the past, Wat was a transmission centre of knowledge. morality, cthics, culture. custom
and tradition where ransmitted all of these lo community people and also an aclivity
centre of community people and also and activity centre of commnunity people.

A study of cultural symbols in Wat Pa Non Sawan in order to develop cultural
tourism aimed at 3 points : 1} lo study the background of Wal Pa Non Sawan. Roi-Ll
Province. 2) to study cultural symbols in Wal Pa Non Sawan, Roi-Et Province 3) 10
study the way to produce handbooks of cultural symbols for devcloping cultural tourism
in Wat Pa Non Sawan.

A research sample consisted of 6 key-informants, 18 casuals-informams and 6
general-informants. A qualitative rescarch methodology was used for this rescarch and
rescarch methodology was used for this research and rescarch inethodology was used for
this research and rescarch data was collecled by an interview. an observation and a focus
group discussion. The data was analyzed by triangulation technique and presented by a
descriptive analysis.

In terms of the background of Wal Pa Non Sawan, thc rescarch results revealed
that it was buit according to the drcam of the abbol. It was a large temple and
wellknown in religious ar, religious culture and a mental refuge for the people. In this
temple, there was a beautiful 12 storey pagoda which ils hase built of late rite. The first

floor was a public library where collecled biographical books that written about (he



biography of the very important persons and the nasters of the occult of Thailand.
Morcover, it also colleeted traditional beoks for the people who interested in iradition
such as monks, samancras. cte, The seeund floor was an art gallery, there were a lot of
wall paintings that showed about festivals and traditions of northeast Thailand. Buddha
images and small Buddha images from 4 parts ol Thailand were collected in the alcoves
of the hall. Local art and cultural objecis were also shown in this hall.  The tourth
floor was a special floor for the alter of a relic of the Buddha from Sri Lanka. the
people could pay respects to the Buddha there.

The outstanding and principal cultural symbol of Wat Pa Non Sawan wes a tive
Buddha-pagoda.  This pagoda represented the Buddhist helicf conceming five of (he
Lords Buddha.  The beliefs of Bramanism. animism. Naga and folk legend were
integrated into  Buddhist belief.  These cultural symbols reflected the ways of lite of
northeast pcople conecrning ihe 12 montn traditions {(Heed Sib Song). cspecially all parts
of buildings which decorated with focal pottery.

The way 1o producc handbooks of cultural symbols for dcveloping cultural
tourism in Wat Pa Non Sawan revealed that thesc handbooks should present the
background of thc temple, the incaning of cultural symbols in Wat Pa Non Sawan and
illustrated with nice colour pictures, Tbe size which was casy to carry. The style of
letters should be easy to read and print by using appropriate size. The abbot applied the
Buddhist philosophy which peoplc belicved (0 the contents of handbook through dharmic
paradox and answering question on the dharma by using a simplc description.

In conclusion, a study of cultural symbols in Wal Pa Non Sawan in order io
develop cultural tourism revealed that the way 1o produce handbooks of cultural symbols
for developing cultural tourism in Wat Pa Non Sawan was useful for handbook
production. temple introduction and involved persons such as the public. guides and

travelers who wanted to study cultural syinbols in Wat Pa Non Sawan.



