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ABSTRACT

The candle festival is one of the most important festivals for people in the northeastern
region of Thailand. It demonstrates the belief of people in Buddhism. The candle festival is like a
proving ground for them to show their prowess in each area through the magnificent wax candles.
The festival becomes a tourist magnet for the fine craftsmanship of local artist. Visitors have the
opportunity to appreciate these works and learn about local culture and production of candles.

The purposes of this study were 1) to study the historical background of the candle
festival at Nakhon Ratchasima ,Thailand from the past to present ; 2) to study current state and
problems in managing the candle festival ; and 3) to study the management guideline of the candle
festival in order to promote cultural tourism, Nakhon Ratchasima, Thailand.

The sample of this study composed of 95 participants including candle craftsmen,
the elders, community committee , housewife farmer’s group, government officers, and tourists.
Data were collected by interviewing and observing. The research instruments used in this study
included the structural interview, unstructural interview, the participant observation, and non-
participant observation. Data then were analyzed by using content analysis method and were
presented descriptively.

The findings of this study revealed that the candle festival has long been established for
more than 145 years. Evidently, the evidences were found on B.E. 2506. In the past, the shape of
the candle was ordinary. Cows were used to carry the waxed candle. People contributed their money
for the production of candle and pledged their allegiance to Buddhism by donating the candle to
monks. Apparently, candle provided comfortable bright light for monks to study the Dharma

(the teaching of Buddha) during Buddhist Lent period. Presently, the candle festival displays the



evolution of art. The shape of the candle evolves into a big stick of candle wrapped with cut piece
of elegance designed papers. The purpose of the festival has changed to compete for awards.
Interestingly, Chok Chai’s candle festival is one of a kind in Thailand.

The current state and problems of candle festival were discovered.
The government organization responsible for managing the candle festival was the office of Chok
chai sub-district municipality. Five candles and 5 parades from 5 temples in Chokchai sub-
district municipality areas were sent for the competition. The problems found include: 1) the lack of
cooperation among leaders, members of community, and local ruling organizations in terms of the
participatory management; 2) the limitation of budgetary and awards; 3) lack of successful
public relations, especially in the remote areas; 4) the hospitality was not adequate for visitors.
Overall, in order to promote cultural tourism, needs a proper management of the candle festival.

Candle festival uniquely demonstrates tradition, local wisdom, and people’s way of life.
Artists continue to produce high quality work, whether it is contemporary
art, local handicrafts or architecture of temples. Findings from this study suggest that there should
be an operational committee specifically running the candle festival. Committee should be the
delegations from temples and local governments. These delegations are expected to work
collaboratively to design and manage the proper system to function well. In addition, it is
recommended that to be successful in promoting the candle festival as a cultural tourism, proper
management should be implemented immediately. Should personnel, budget, public relations,
hospitality, safety environment, and health be well managed, there is no doubt that visitors would be
increased dramatically.

In conclusion, this study revealed the history of candle festival, current state and its

management problems. These provide the useful management guideline to promote cultural tourism.
Having management plan that suites the community will help conserve and carry-on local tradition

and culture, endlessly.



