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ABSTRACT

Cultural tourism in the Nyahkur ethnic group is a method of dissemination of
eustoms, traditions, art and culture, traditions, art and culture, heritages, environments, and
history and backgrounds of the ethnic group. At present, these things are popular among
tourists. The purposes of this study were to examine the body of knowledge concerning
conventions and traditions of the Nyahkur ethnic group which could be used for developing cultural
tourism in Changwat Chaiyaphum, and to investigate guidelines and patterns of conservation,
rehabilitation, and development of conventions and traditions of the Nyahkur ethnic group for
appropriate cultural tourism of Changwat Chaiyaphum. Data were collected from documents, and
field data were collected from a group of informants, a group of practitioners, and a group of people
in general with a total of 152 persons, purposively selected. The criteria for selecting the focus areas
included : Nyahkur villages were established for more than 100 years ; and each village had more
than 150 households. Seven villages were selected from 3 areas of these changwat : Nakhon
Ratchasima , Phetchabun and Chaiyaphum. The instruments used for collecting data were a
survey form, structured and unstructured interview forms,participant and nonparticipant
observation forms, a group discourse note-taking, and workshop. Data were checked by the
use of triangulation technique. This study was a cultural qualitative research together with action
research. Then the study results were presented by means of a descriptive analysis. The results of
the study could be summarized as follows :

For the body of knowledge concerning conventions and traditions of the Nyahkur ethnic
group which could be used for developing cultural tourism of Changwat Chaiyaphum, most of the

sample viewed that there should be conservation of the Nyahkur language in both speaking and



writing by teaching the language at school in a clear concrete from, and the language should be used
in the daily life. The costumes of the ethnic group should be worn every day. The state sector should
help provide budget for buying costumes. Game playing according to the tradition of Nyakur people
should be continuously promoted by rotating organization of game playing at all the 14 villages

in their network of Changwat Chaiyaphum.

For the guidelines and patterns of conservation, rehabilitation, and development of
conventions and traditions of the Nyahkur ethnic group for appropriate cultural tourism of
Changwat Chaiyaphum, most of the sample viewed that there should be conservation of the
Nyahkur language ; rehabilitation of traditions, beliefs, and different rituals involving the way of
life of Nyahkur people; and development of game playing according to their tradition, such as the
“parere” game playing, the song contents should remain being Nyahkurness the most and should
also be translated into — Central Thai.

The guidelines and patterns of organizing cultural tourism at the villages in Changwat —
Chaiyaphum were as follows. Make a model model of the way of life of Nyahkur people and keep it
Permanently in Pa Hin Ngam National Park (structures, too for living, living — making, and
others). Make schedukes for network communities to perform the way of life during the tourism
seacon or according to the interested groups of tourists to visit (out of the festival). Have all
network commimumities produce souvenirs and send them to the sale center in continuity. Appoint
network community committees for administering the benefits (incomes) gained to disperse fairly
the benefits into communities. Organize meeting parties of the network groups to present to
interested tour groups to participate in these parties such as cultural activity display, having folk
tourism on Nyahkur people as well as examples of the language with translations for conservation
in the daily life the sell to tourists. Develop Nyahkur guides to guide tourists to visit nature in the
Nyahkur cultural style (a group of 10 tourists per guide). Each cultural tourism on Nyahkur ethnic
Group should last2 days and 1 night.

In conclusion, the body of knowledge concerning customs and traditions of the
Nyahkur ethnic group, a new body of knowledge concerning guidelines and models of
Conservation, and rehabilitation, and development of customs and traditions of the Nyahkur
ethnic group obtained form the study which would affect cultural toural tourisms in Changwat

Chaiyaphum to be valuetale and sustainable in the future.



