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ABSTRACT

Luang Prabang is a local cultural heritage town which is established to be a cultural
heritage town of Nation State, world cultural heritage town of UNESCO and international cultural
tourism town. Luang Prabang is in the context of globalization and influence to change of social
space, ritual space and negotiating identity of Luang Prabang people.

This study has three objectives that can be grouped as follows. Firstly, to study "identity"
of the people of Luang Prabang as seen through of spatial practices of their city and suburbs.
Secondly, to study the influences of globalization on ritual and tradition in Luang Prabang space
Finally, to study "negotiating of identity" of the people of Luang Prabang in the process of
globalization with an emphasis on the "Boon Pee Mai" (New year ceremony) of 2006. This
research used the anthropology research method in collecting field data.

The research found that Luang Prabang is a unique physical space within which has been
contained the social spaces and ritual spaces of various groups of people since prehistoric times. In
the past, Luang Prabang was a capital city of Lao kingdom; nowadays it is main town of Luang
Prabang province of Lao PDR, a world cultural heritage town of UNESCO and also one of the
world's most notable international tourism cities. Luang Prabang's history can be divided into three
periods. The first and longest was the period of the monarchy. The second, the beginning of the
Socialist was the time when there was a strict adherence to the socialist ideology. The third, the
period of the 'New Imagination Policy' was the time which the government reversed the isolationist

policy and sought to integrate the economy with world capitalism. In this third period the



government of Lao PDR successfully nominated Luang Prabang as a world cultural heritage town
and sought to develop it as a cultural tourism destination.

So Luang Prabang has been 'imagined' and 'practiced' by three powers: the Lao nation
state, the World Cultural Heritage authorities of UNESCO and tourism industry entrepreneurs
consuming the past. The influence of this social change is the creation of a new social space,
resulting in the contestation of space, re-inventing of tradition, changing sacred to profane space,
negotiating of identities and creation of new ritual space for social reconciliation which has
become new norm and 'new social memory' of the people of Luang Prabang.

In conclusion, the potential academic benefit of this research is that Thai and international
academic associations can use the results and the process as a model to study in many other cultural
heritage sites and Government of Lao PDR and UNESCO can use findings of this dissertation as
information for policy planning on 'Luang Prabang' in the process of globalization and people
around the world who are interested will get new perspective to understand 'Luang Prabang' and

other World Cultural Heritage towns in the process of globalization.



