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ABSTRACT

Traveling is a natural activity of human that plays an important role on economic
development and a method for distribution incomes to people sector. The research entitled
“The stone ruins routes : A Guideline for Cultural Tourist Attraction Management for
Community Economic Promotion in Nakhon Ratchasima Province” had its purposes to study
backgrounds, current conditions and problems as well as to find methods for managing the
stone ruins routes: for cultural tourism location and for promoting economy of communities
in Nakhon Ratchasima by documents and field information. The samples of this research
consisted of 13 key informants, 15 casual informants and 20 general informants selected
by the purposive sampling technique. Interviewing, observation and surveying record were
used as tools to collect data while were analyzed by a triangulation technique to create
conclusion and classify data type for comparison analysis.

The research found that the stone ruins routes that should be cultural tourism
location for promoting economy of communities in Nakhon Ratchasima province was
2 cutting stone sites in the area of Sikhio district; Ban Mor Jaboke, Lad Bua Kao
Sub-district and Wat Kkao Hin Tud, Ban Klong Tabak, Lad Bua Kao Sub-district.

These stones were taken to construct stone sanctuaries in the area of Sung Noen district
and adjacent districts. Traces of ruin archeological sites reflected ways of thought and
religious faith of human in pre-history period. They also showed architectural, scriptural
and painting works that indicated explicit gathering of community culture by their cultural
works such as; Muang Sema, an ancient town of Dhavaravati Kingdom in Nakhon
Ratchasima and cultural works of Khmer Kingdom in Korat Sub-district, Sung Noen

District. Nowadays local people utilize these old religious places as a center of people in



the community for worship ceremony, Gin Kao Kum (Dinning) Festival and Loi Kratong
Royal Festival. These are famous and unique activities of Sung Noen District that can
attract tourists to meet retrospective atmosphere and annually increase incomes for local
people. Situation of management on cultural tourism location at each district began when
Department of Fine Arts played roles on restoration according academic principles and
delivered to local communities for take caring such places. Significant problems of tourism
were lacking of public relation to present tourists with information, especially boards
showed with history and importance of each place, lacking of policies on information
management for sustainable development planning and management structure has not been
harmonized. Village’s center has not been utilized in aspect of tourism, commercial
promotion and community services. Tourism policies of the province and district focused
their promotion on traditions rather than tourism and lacks of coordinating among related
state agencies, i.e. Department of Fine Arts and Tourism Authority of Thailand. These
caused tourism development was not in the same direction. Another important problem was
shortage of readiness on tourism personnel, especially persons in charge of district academic
affair were not local people, and this made lacking of meaning conveyance in values of
local tourism locations.

Guidelines for management on cultural tourism location were to increase public
relation to publicize values of historical civilization along with Local traditions and utilized
nature in context of tourism by collaboration of community members and local state
agencies. Moreover, state agencies, Provincial Administrative Organization and Sub-district
Administrative Organization should actually support and give advice on tourism as well as
allocate budgets for improving, maintaining and developing components of tourism locations
such as; guide posts, facilities, information boards, documents or brochures, public relation
via electronic media, guide training for transferring knowledge to youths and volunteers in
villages as well as training personnel for tourism location development to have management
capability and can guide all visitors.

In conclusion, the important managements on cultural tourism location along the
stone ruins routes were providing knowledge about tourism for local communities by relying
on knowledgeable personnel and people in communities including various forms of public
relation by using more modern technologies for creating awareness and conserving tourism

locations for further sustainable development.
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