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ABSTRAC

Nakhon Ratchasima or Korat, a large city on a plateau, has plenty of natural resources and
accommodations for tourism. There are three main historical archeological sites Prasat Hin Pimai
Prasat Hin Phanomwan and Ban Prasat Archeological site. The Ban Prasat archeological site,
arranged in the form of open museum, situated at Mu 7, Ban Prasat Tai, Tambon Than Prasat,
Amphoe Non Sung, Nakhon Ratchasima, has been historically the cultural heritage site since the
ancient time.

This study was a qualitative study, aiming at exploring the history of Ban Prasat tourist
archeological site, Nakhon Ratchasima province; examing the situation and problems of the
community’s economy at Ban Prasat tourist archeological site, Nakhon Ratchasima province; and
finding the guidelines for the development of community’s economy at Ban Prasat tourist
archeological site, Nakhon Ratchasima province. Fourty seven of persons were chosen from key
informants, casual informants, and general interest informants. Tools used for the research were
interview forms and observation forms. Data were analyzed in accordance with the objectives of
the study. Data’s accountability were checked by the triangulation technique. Then the results
of the study were presented in a descriptive analysis form

The results of the study revealed that Ban Prasat tourist archeological site was an ancient
community, founded before historical era. The community has accumulated culture, customs,
beliefs, local wisdom, ways of life, and unique identities. The archeological site was arranged in
open museum, consisting of 3 excavation plots. Sixty human bone structures and several ancient

objects were found. The local wisdoms were transmitted from generation to generation. The



community’s members organized the activity groups to put out the products to sell to tourists,
creating incomes for the activity group. It was the way of community economic development.

In terms of the situation and community’s economic problems at Ban Prasat tourist
archeological site, it was found that: on strategic aspect, there harmony within priority projecting,
work monitoring, and activity scope; on structure aspect, there was no working steps plan and
appropriate job division within the organization; on management system, the overall managing
system was not set up; on personnel, there was no personnel management to put the right person to
the right job; on the skills, there was no personnel of specific skill to work on specific job; on the
form of working operation, there was no clear form of the operation; on learning acquirement, the
personnel did have opportunity for training, seminar, and study tour for the exchange of experiences

With respect to guidelines the community economic development at Ban Prasat tourist
archeological site, the development should be proceeded as follows: on the strategy, there should be
in harmony among the objectives, priority, operation monitoring, and activity scope; on the
structure, the steps priority and setting up of job division within the organization; on management
system, the overall system should be set up; on personnel, should put appropriate person to the righ
job; on skill, personnel should be trained for specific skills for their specific jobs; on the form of
working operation, the clear working operation should be set up; on exchanging of learning
experiences, every body should have opportunity in training, seminar, and study tour; on the activity
group development, plans should be set up on: operation plan, personnel management, with clear
working operation form, having supports from other units, and getting support on lecturers to come
to give knowledge in the application of the new products that will attract tourists, which in turn,
support the development of the community economy.

In conclusion, this study revealed the history of Ban Prasat tourist archeological site, the
situation and the community’s economic problems at Ban Prasat tourist archeological site, and
guidelines for the development of the community’s economy at Ban Prasat archeological site,
Nakhon Ratchasima province, which is benefited to the community economy, as well as for tourists
getting to know the valuable cultural tourist site, creating the impression and pleasantness for

tourists, and the sustainable economic development.



