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ABSTRACT

Culture was an invented, modified and developed reflecting a prosperity and civilization
that passed from generation to generations. Therefore, culture was a representation of a common
knowledge that human learned and adopted into lives in a form of tradition. Thai society, in the
past, was explicit rural society with a generous mind of helping each other both in family extended
to community that encouraged a common consciousness of local tourism and concern for natural
resources and environment preservation in community. This research entitled “Ancient
Communities of Korat Native Land: Guidelines for Management on Cultural Tourism in
Nakhon Ratchasima Province” had its purposes to study backgrounds, current conditions and
problems of the ancient communities of Korat native land as well as to find guidelines for
management on cultural tourism in Nakhon Ratchasima province. This study was conducted
by using a qualitative research method. Surveying, interviewing, observation and focus group
conversation were used as tools to study and collect data. Research area in this research
was at 4 locations in 3 districts of Sung Noen District, Sikhio District and Pak Thong
Chai District as; Muang Gao Stone Sanctuary in Wat Muang Gao Stone Sanctuary, Korat
Sub-district, Sung Noen District; Reclining Buddha and Sema & Dhamma Wheel in Wat
Ban Klong Kwang, Moo 3, Sema Sub-district, Sung Noen District; Wat Khao Chand
Ngarm in Lad Bua Kao Sub-district, Sikhio District and finally, Wat Na Pra That in Ban
Taku, Taku Sub-district, Pak Thong Chai, Nakhon Ratchasima Province. Sample groups
were 100 persons of key informants, casual informants and general informants purposively

selected by the researcher. Data were analyzed by isolating issues according to concept



ideas and purposes, checking completion and correctness of data for analysis and make a
conclusion and discussion results in a form of descriptive analysis.

The research found that ancient communities of Korat native land had their
backgrounds obtained form the former time and had changes of their ways of life that
nicely reflected problems about livelihood. The ancient community of Korat native land that
had the most prominent background was Ban Taku Community. People had continually
transferred its unique with significant condition of livelihood. There were many of
interesting antiques and archeological sites that made local people cherish and were proud
of national and their own properties as well as further conserved. For current conditions
and problems of ancient community of Korat native land, the study found that there was a
lack of coordination, alack of knowledge maintaining and managing problems about
archeological sites in communities and transportations. Moreover, there was insufficiency of
accommodation, promotion for establishing group of souvenir shops, information services
and public relation on tourist activities.

The most vigorous and distinct guidelines for management on cultural tourism
was in the ancient community of Wat Ban Muang Gao, Koat District, Sung Noen District.
There were several of guidelines as in the aspect of transportation they provided with
management on transportation routes, a campaign for big cleaning in important days, more
public busses, and arrangement of traffic system in Wat. In the aspect of accommodation
they provided visitors with rooms in the village in form of home stay and outside village
in form of resorts and hotels, food management in community, food service in form of
Chinese dishes group and a la carte catering as well as health and sanitation management.
For souvenir shops, they provided with souvenir shops and marketing demonstration center
in their village managed by Wat Committee, promotion of producing and selling
community’s OTOP products. In the aspect of tourism information services, they provided
with online broadcasting, information retrieving on website or via internet and lectures by
knowledgeable personnel. For tourism activities, they had co-activities among Wat, house
and school that caused unity and cherishing on local resources, promoting the tradition of
“Gin Kao Kum Yum Dan Esan (Dinning at the northeastern land) that has taken place in
March every year and the annual tradition of “Worship to Lady Mo” (National and

provincial heroine) as the combination of people’s mind in the community.



In conclusion, from studying about backgrounds, current conditions and problems
as well as guidelines for management on cultural tourism in ancient community of Korat
native land the research found that conservation and development of management processes
must have allowed community to participate in all processes of management as in thinking,
planning, operating, gaining benefits and evaluation. At least they should have been well

acknowledged and accepted in all operations of parties.



