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ABSTRACT

Tourisms, particularly cultural truism, is currently being promoted as conservation of
traditions, cultural, and indigenous knowledge which are outstanding identities of the people in
Changwat Mukdahan, Thailand, and Khwaeng Sawannakhet, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic.
A large number of tourists visit the races every year. The purposes of this qualitative study were to
examine the history and background of boat race tradition of the two Mekhong banks, to examine
characteristics of management of boat race tradition of the two Mekhong banks, and to investigate
guidelines for management of boat race tradition of the two Mekhong banks, for cultural truism
promotion. The study was conducted by examining boat race tradition of the two Mekhong banks
which included boat race tradition in Mukdahan municipal area and boat race tradition in Mueang
Kaison Phomwihan, Khwaeng Sawannakhet, and the Lao People’s Democratic Republic. The
instruments used for collecting date were a survey form, an observation form, and an interview form.
The results of the study were presented by means of a descriptive analysis.

The results of the study revealed that for the history and background of boat race tradition
of the two Mekhong banks in the Mekhong basin made an appointment to come to get together in a
large provincial town to perform a ceremony of taking the oath of allegiance to the king. They have
upheld the fifteenth of the Waxing Moon in the eleventh lunar month every year as the day of
performing the ceremony. When the procession of a large number of boats comes together, an idea
occurred that there should be boat competitions. Decoration of boats as traveling vehicles to be
beautiful in beauty of the processions and boats including boat speeds. This tradition has been upheld
from relationship between brothers’ tow. Changwat Mukdahan has cooperated with Khwaeng
Sawannakhet, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic in sending a delegation and race boats to

participate in the boat race tradition on the day at the end of Buddhist Lent of boats sides as



conservation and promotion of local good custom, tradition. and cultural. Due to similar foundations
of cultural and tradition, the ritual and organization boat race tradition were not much different.

For the characteristics of management of boat race tradition of the two Mekhong boats,
Khwaeng Sawannakhet and Changwat Mukdahan had these similar characteristics of management. In
terms of policy, boat Khwaeng Sawannakhet and Changwat Mukdahan had mutual agreements
beginning from preparation of the festival to the end of the tradition. Boat sides made plans together.
In terms of health and environment, they had such close operation to each other as planning for
preventing epidemics, and preparing available physicians and nurses. In terms of safety, there was
planning for keeping safety of properties and preventing accidents which might occur. They could
solve problems and give help all the time for safety of people in each town. In terms of services, there
were planning, announcements, and tourist tradition of the festival to disseminate this good tradition
to people of the world the see this old cultural preserved by us for our children to adhere for cultural
truism promotion as our identity such as language, costumes, foods, the way of life, tourist
attractions as old and valuable places to organized performance on art and cultural as its own identity
which was graceful and beautiful.

For guidelines for management in terms of cultural tourism promotion at the festival of boat
race tradition of two Mekhong banks: there should be promotion by improving landscapes, arranging
environments, campaigning and publicize the boat race tradition of the two Mekhong boats on the
day of the end of Buddhist Lent by using on emphasis on crossing the Mekhong river to visit boat
race tradition in Khwaeng Sawannakhet, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic by organizing jointly
with Tourisms Authority of Thailand and Ministry of Tourisms and Sports in Khwaeng
Sawannakhet. For water tourisms promotion, there should be pleasure boat race nature and
atmospheres on the two banks, promotion of floating markets to sell goods and food on boat, and
promotion of dharma tourism for tourists who liked dharma on religious important days. For
guidelines for management of safety of tourists, there should be night bazaar like that in Chiang Mai
or the dark market in Luang Phra Bong by selling OTOP goods to promote villagers to earn incomes
as distribution of incomes to local places thoroughly.

In conclusion, for the guidelines for management of the boat race tradition of the two
Mekhong banks for cultural tourism promotion, the boat race tradition is an important tradition. It is a
cultural heritage. There fore, it is greatly appropriate to conserve and promote the tradition for our

children to adhere to this good tradition in the future.



