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ABSTRACT

Changwat Maha Sarakham has potentials to be tourist attractions in terms
of legends, archeology, and the ways of living human lives in the areas of Amphoe
Mueang, Amphoe Na Dun, and Amphoe Kantharawichai. Particularly, in Amphoe Mueang
there is Ban Chiang Hian which has available potentials in terms of legends and the way of
living community life. Thus the researcher was interested in examining this title.
This research aimed to examine cultural tourism at Ban Chiang Hian, Tambon Khwao,
Amphoe Mueang, Changwat Maha Sarakham in the areas of legend and archeology as well
as potential in the way of community in these additional 8 areas: mak - mao fruit products,
Mae Ya Nang Holy House, herbal pharmacists, the Cultural Council, chanting prayers and
worshipping the Buddha, Chao Pu Ta Holy House, bun - bang fai merit - making festival,
and Ban Chiang Hian Museum. The study from 33 persons at Ban Chiang Hian; the
instruments used for collecting data comprising 16 forms of interview and observation.

The results of the study revealed that for mak-mao at Ban Chiang Hian, the
villagers used parts of mak - mao trees such as roots, leaves, and fuits healing paralysis.
The medicines were sold inside and outside the village. For Mae Ya Nang Holy House,
Ban Chiang Hian villagers held rituals according to their belief in these 2 types : (1) vow-—
making ritual for being safe from dangers and to be successful in life, and (2) holding
annual ritual to give offerings to the spirit of Mae Ya Nang in order that she would

protect Ban Chiang Hian villagers to live in peace. For herbal pharmacists, a group of Ban



Chiang Hian villagers earned their livings as herbal pharmacists by preparing these 4 forms
of herbal medicines : boiling medicines, medicinal balls, rubbed medicines as mixture, and
medicines powder. Raw materials were brought from different sources throughout northeast
Thailand . These herbal medicines were sold in Changwat Maha Sarakham and in other
Changwats all over the country. For the cultural council, Ban Chiang Hian villagers
established it in 2003. They used the sermon hall at Wat Pho Si as a place for meeting
with village cultural council committee members. However, they lacked supporting budgets
from the government agency, causing this council to come to a standstill. For Chao Pu Ta
Holy House, Ban Chiang Hian villagers held rituals involving their belief in the similar
way as Mae Ya Nang Holy House. There were vow-making ritual and annual festival to
give offerings to the spirit of Chao Pu Ta on the second Wednesday of February. For
holding bang-fai merit - making festival, the villagers had a place of appointment to join the
procession at Wat Pho Si. Then the procession moved to Mae Ya Nang Holy House and
Chao Pu Ta Holy House to give offerings. After that, they took bang fai (sky rockets) to
launch in competition in the rice field area of Mu 18. Ban Chiang Hian villagers often
held bang- fai merit- making festival every other year. For Ban Chiang Hian Museum, it was
located in the house compound of Achan Bunman Khamsa - at, annex-teacher of art. There
were first and second floors for the display of ancient objects and art objects collected
by him. For Ban Chiang Hian Folk Art Museum in the area of Wat Pho Si Hall totally
27 ancient jars, unearthed from Ban Chiang Hian area during 1-26 May 2006, were on
display. Currently the safety keeping committee had these things on display in tightly
locked iron cages. Visitors could stand and see them from outside the cages. For the
legend of a white squirrel according to Pha Daeng Nang Ai tale, at present there appear a
large number of white squirrels in the area of Ban Chiang Hian, whereas in the areas of
other nearby villages such as Ban Khao and Ban Han not the white squirrels were not
tounds. Thus the villagers believed that these squirrels were decendants of the squirrel
from the legend of Pha Daeng Nang Ai.

In terms of tourism management, Ban Chiang Hian villagers organized tourism at
2 places: Ban Chiang Hian Museum at the house of Achan Bunman Khamsa - at and Ban

Chiang Hian Folk Museun at Wat Pho Si Sermon Hall. Tourists could visit these 2



museums free of charge during official hours. However, before visiting, they had to inform
the museum officials. Most of the tourists donated 5 baht up to 10,000 baht to help
maintain the museums. These tourists wrote in the museum visitor book as visitors.
Most of them wrote their first and last name and the donated amounts of money;
nevertheless, some of them expressed their ideas concerning improving the museums as well.
In conclusion, this study found Ban Chiang Hian Villagers’ potentials in terms
of cultural heritages and ancient objects. Moreover, the way of living Ban Chiang Hian
People’s lives involving their traditions, rituals, and beliefs was found. These things could
be seen from the tradition of bang- fai merit - making festival, tradition of offering food to
Chao Pu Ta and Mae Ya Nang. At present, Ban Chiang Hian villagers have the way
of life concerning Buddhism by getting to gether to form a group to chant prayers at wat
Pho Si in regularity. Also, a group of Ban Chiang Hian villagers is industriousness in
doing supplementary career as herbal pharmacists. These potentials could be regarded as the
principles of living the villagers’ lives which should be conserved, promoted, and inherited

for children in the future.



