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ABSTRACT

Sculptured mortar is a process of creating a branch of art which has come into
being since the ancient time as seen in a large number in places as uposata, vihara, sermon
halls, chetiya, bell towers, gate arches, window arches, and chukkachi bases of Buddha images.
Decorating patterns are popularly sculptured to emphasize beauty and adornment, indicating
faith in Buddhism. This study of sculptural mortal art of Mueang Phetchaburi and creation
of cultural value and costs aimed to examine the body of knowledge, wisdom, and
guidelines for adhering and creating cultural values and costs by using the qualitative
research methodology. The sample was purposively selected and consisted of 5 informants,
5 groups of practitioners, a group of users of 5 temples, and 30 people in general. The
instruments used for collecting data were a participant-observation form, a non-participant
observation, form, a structured-interview form, an unstructured-interview form, and a group
discourse form. The results of data analyses were presented by means of a descriptive
analysis.

The results of the study revealed that sculptured mortar was a process of creating
sculptural art which has come into being since the ancient time as seenin such different
places as uposata, vihara, bell towers, gate arches, window arches, and chukkachi bases of
Buddha images to emphasize beauty and adornment, indicating faith in Baddhism. Changwat
Phetchaburi is the land where sculptural mortar art works have appeared form the ancient
time up to present. Sculptural mortar works are important and famous art works of
Changwat Phetchaburi. Sculptural mortar of Mueang Phetchaburi is the use of fresh mortar

form pounding different ingredients together according to wisdom of mortar sculptors. Mortar



pounding needs time, patience, and being watchful persons to originate learning what time the
mortar can be used and can be sculptured into patterns or different forms.

In terms of value, sculptural mortar works have beauty in terms of styles of layouts
or components and transferring knowledge in terms of value of windom, the mortar sculptors
can create their works to reflect intellectual thoughts and creation, and in terms of history to
be evidence to reflect history of art in each age. Art works can also reflect cultural
heritages which can well link to conventions, beliefs , and dharma principles according the
Buddhist way.

When sculptural mortar art works of Mueang Phetchaburi have been earnestly
supported and promoted and more accepted, these art works have generated incomes of
groups of sculptors, groups of persons, and places in general that involve or display
sculptural mortar art works.

In addition, cultural mortar works can generate cultural tourism. This the study of
sculptural mortar works is necessary to upgrade the quality of art works to be able to
convince next generation of people to feel proud, appreciate, and realize the importance of
cooperation in keeping and adhering to sculptural mortar art in the future.

In conclusion, the state actor, particularly local organizations and those involved,
should allot budgets to support and should praise sculptural mortar art to be important art
works of Changwat Phetchaburi. There should be a responsible organization in particular.
This will keep sculptural mortar works be more valuable, promote local economy to be

valuable, and promote economy of communities in the form of different souvenirs.
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