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ABSTRACT

Sustainable tourism paradigms of the countries, which have different contexts concerning
natural resources, politics, economics, societies, and cultures, arc based on both similar and
different contexts depending on each country's concept, policy, and process of tourism activities.

The aim of the study is to investigate the sustainable tourism paradigms of Thailand, Lao
PDR, and Socialist Republic of Vietnam by considering the concept, the policy, the sustainable
tourism activities of the government sectors, the private scctors, and local people. Data of the inter-
disciplinary research method are collected from various types of documents, observation and
interviews with local people, who are involved in tourism management from different areas of
Thailand, Lao PDR, and Socialist Republic of Vietnam such as the Kin Khao Sao Huan GTOI-Jp, Moo
7, Ban Sasom Village, Na Pho Klang Sub-district, Khong Jiam District, Ubon Ratchathani Province
and Khiriwong Community, Kam Loan Sub-distriet, Lansaka District, Nakhon Si Thammarat
Province, in Thailand, Nam Ha Ecotourism Project Luang Namtha Province in Lao PDR, and Thua
Thien Hue Province, Ha Long Bay, and Ha Long Ecomuseum, Quang Ninh Province in Vietnam.
Qualitative data of the descriptive research are analyzed and presented in a descriptive analysis
form.

The results of the study indicate that the sustainable tourism paradigim of Thailand
consists of two types: the paradigm of the government and the paradigm of the local peoplc. The
former foeuses on the added value of the sustainable tourism as well as the expectation of the

income of the sustainable tourism, whereas the latter focuses on the maintenance of the community

concerning physical and cultural aspects.



The sustainable tourism paradigm of Lao PDR deals with the paradigm of the balance
between the preservation of natural resources as well as culture and the development of economics
and sustainable infrastructure in Lao PDR.

The sustainable tourism paradigm of Socialist Republic of Vietnam is concerned with
the paradigm of the application of tourism as the source of capital and the body of knowledge for
preserving natural resources and culture as the products of sustainable tourism, thus leading to the
economic development throughout the country.

The sustainable tourism paradigms of the three countries show similar concepts
concerning the preservation of natural resources and culture. community's right in resource
managermnent and the development policy of the government and the importance of the development
of added value tourism. As a result, two concepts of the new paradigm, which need to be changed,
are an ideal concept and an administrative concept. The ideal eoncept focuses on returning to nature
as well as local culture and the balance between the eost and the value of tourism. However, the
administrative concept 1s concerned with the local people who are able to manage tourism and
construct a sustainable tourism network for the whole region.

In conelusion, the results of the study have created the ncw knowlcdge of the sustainable

tourism in South East Asia and suggested the new eorporation of the sustainable tourism in the

region.



