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ABSTRACT

The cultural tourism is currently on the interest of touists. The most important
consideration to cultural tourism is education which is needed to study the national origins, culture,
thought, belief, as well as the tradition. These are inherited through generations and finally become
the valuable property deserved for preservation.

The research aims to study both cultural and natural tourism destinations, as well as the
competency in tourism management of Nongbualamphu province. The data are gathered from
related literatures and personal interview. Interviewees are included; management leaders,
management assistants, local gurus, and tourists. The questionaire is used in personal interview
method. The data are collected by the following instruments: non-formal interview, participated
inspection, and non- participated inspection. Then data are analysed by varios issues aiming to
study.

The results are presented in a descriptive analysis as the following. In the analysis of
cultural and natural tourism destionations in Nongbualamphu province, the researcher emphasizes
to study the competency of each destination. There are Wat Tham Erawan (The Temple of Three-
head Elephant Cave), Wat Tham Suwankuha (The Temple of Golden Hall Cave), Wat Tham
Klongphen (The Temple of Wooden Drum Cave), Wat Cheroen Songtham (The Temple of Wooden
Hall), and Phoo Kao - Poo Pankham National Park. There are 4 reseach aspects that the researcher
used in analysis; (1) History and origin, (2) Location and surrounding, (3) Historical spot and
environment, (4) Community . Results of analysis are as the following. (1) Wat Tham Erawan is the
famous tourism destination of the province. There are many caves which are maginificent with

amazing shape stalagmites and stalagtites. These are created by natural phenomenon. (2) Wat Tham



Suwankuha is the temple that preserve ancient artefacts. These items are registered to the
Department of Fine Arts. This temple associates with history of Nongbualamphu province. (3) Wat
Tham Klongphen is famous in meditation practice. It is the temple where the respectful monk, the
Reverend Grand Father Kao Analyo, used to stay. He is the follower of the Reverend Grand Father
Phan Phurithatto. This temple is widely respected by the north-eastern and national people. (4) Wat
Cheroen Songtham is the only temple in the north-east of which temple hall made of Malabar
ironwood. (5) Phoo Kao - Poo Pankham National Park is the 50" national park established. It is
located in the upper north-east with important natural resources; forest, wildlife, source of water to
Ubonrat Dam in Khon Kaen province, and geography enviroment which is benefit for scientific
study and research. The park is well known for recreation place for the general public.

In the analysis of cultural tourism management, the researcher emphasizes to study in
these following aspects (1) Management of cultural and natural tourism, (2) Pattern of management
in tourism, (3) Analysis of tourist reception, (4) Accommodation and facility, and (5) Tourism
attraction. In summary, all five destinations are lack of management. The pattern of management is
not clearly specify to certain organization. There is not sufficient in government support and budget.
Main problems are related to tourism management know-how such as deficiency of management
knowledge, tour guide service, and tourism activities which are important to tourism management.

In conclusion, from the study, the researcher has found competency in these tourism
desinations. They are interested in the aspects of natural beauty, culture, and historical value. They
are deserved for supportive and developmental efforts to promote being important cultural and

natural tourism destination of Nongbualamphu province.



