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ABSTRACT

The cultural tourism at the Elephant’s Village at Ban Ta Klang viliage is one of the means
to promote eulture, environmental heritage, and loeal history. At present, it is in the interest of
tourists. The thesis aims to study the culture related to elephants which influence to the peoplc’s
way of life at the Elephant’s Village at Ban Ta Klang village, Tambol Krapho. Amphoe Tha Tum,
Changwat Surin. The data is ecllected from related litcratures and personal interview which
included: five leaders in clcphant hamess session, one. leader in elephant ordain ceremony, two.
leaders in tourism sector. five. assistants in elephant harness session, two. assisiants in elcphant
ordain eeremony, eight. assistants in tourism sector, four gurus in elephant hamess session, four.
gurus in elephant ordain cercimony, four. gurus in tourism sector, and ten co-inspectoys. The data
were collected by unstructured mtcrvicw, participatory and non-participatory observation. Then data
were analyzed according to studied issues and the findings were prescnted in a discriptive analysis,

The culture of clephant hamness is leaded by the masier of the mahout. Then the
mahout brings the trained elephants to lurc wiid elephants to be caught into the wap by using
leathcr rope to harness elephant, The elephant harness skill is transferrcd trom generation to
generation, In order to cncourage their confidence in elephant harness cereinony, the villagers treat
elephants with the belief in guardian spirit, spirit shrine. destiny. and taboo. There are various
ceremontes which are related to clephants: the spirit shrine worship ceremony | the elephant hamess
cercmany, the evil exoreise cercmony, and the wild opening cereinony, Every ceremonics are
believed to represent worship to ancestor spirit. wild spirit, and sacred things. fhe villagers expect

for happiness and luck, without any disaster,



There are different ways to raise. train, and utilize elephants. The possession of elephant
identifies the different ways of life and the wealth of certain family. 1t is the main responsibility of the
family to train elephants for utilization and circus. A new elephant is trained by tie to the large posts,
consists of three large wooden posts dug inte the ground with twa level racks. The elephant owners of
Ta Klang village gain the following benefits from elephants: elephant nading. elephant show, ivory and
bone product, and loeal traditional elephant festival. In this annual festival. every elephant must be
brought to participate in the worship ccremony to the acceptor and guardian spiril,

The management of cultural tourism in the elephant’s village consists of different
sectors. The staff are divided into the supporting and operating section. The Provineial
Administration Organization of Surin is the government scetor responsible for the operation of the
elephant study center. The establishment is to develop the quality of life of the villagers in the
elephant’s village. Morcover, this aims to develop the village to be the cultural tourism destination.
The operation is divided into four main divisions: administrative division, prescrvation division,
foster division, and tourism activity division. Therc will be clephants from each of the family to
work in the clephant study center. The administrative division is responsible for income
management to the elephant owners when they have the show business both internal and external,
Then some income is contributed to the clephant's village fund. The meneyv is kept in the finanee
department of the Provincial Administration Organization of Surin. Morcover. the administrative
division also supports housing for clephant mahout. The preservation and foster division is
responsible for the following duties: elephant food catering. elephant food supply, traffic way
unprovement, landscape development, irrigation system, and elephant health check-up. The tourism
aetivity division is responsible for the various tourism cvents such as The National Children Day in
January, marriage registration ceremony done on the elephant ride in February, Thai Elcphant Day
on March 13", Songkran Day , and the elephant ordain cercmony. Every aetivitics are to support the
tourism in Ta Kiang village and the elephant study center. The supporting responsibilities are
included the improvement of clephant ground, publicity of the tourism attraction, accommodation

for home stay tourists, catering in the elephant study center, and the tourists statistic presentation.



In eonelusion, the results of study ean be applied to study the community formation
pattemn. People are bouuded by tradition and culture as they are the same family. They are all
responsible to conduct duty and live together, In addition, the findiugs can be used 1o study the

ethnography history of the Gooey people community, as well as 1o prescrve their tradition and

culture.
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