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ABSTRACT

A study of value and identity of local art and culture and the ways to apply it into local products for
economic and cultural tourism value added in northeast, central and south part of Thailand was caused by
the changes of economy and society ; these changes caused artistic and cultural changes of value, identity
and local wisdom. Thus, modern technology has had serious impacts on the culture of communities and the
development of country that based on local culture ; hence local art and culture in northeast, central and
south have been fading from its original area if no development, promotion, conservation and use in the way
of life of people.

This study aimed to investigate the value and identity of local art and culture of
59 provinces consist of 19 provinces in northeast, 26 provinces in central and 14 provinces in south part of
Thailand that had special potential and could promote some concrete economic and cultural value added.

A quality study way use by collecting data concerning local products and the sources of handicrafts
in northeast, central and south ; 4 kinds of local products were divided into basketery, pottery, clothes and
metalware and then searched the ways to enhance economic value added of products and promote the
production process into cultural tourism places.

The study results revealed that local handicrafts of each part of Thailand were local wisdom and
cultural heritage of agricultural society that handed down to younger generation. Clothes, basketery and
pottery were local handicrafts that found almost in every province but metawere and others found in some
provinces in northeast.

The central part of Thailand, basketery, pottery and clothes were local handicrafts that found almost

in every province but metalware and others found in some provinces.



In south part of Thailand, clothes, basketery were local handicrafts that found almost in every
province but pottery, metalware and others found in some province.

The way to enhance economic value added of local products and promote the source of handicrafts
into cultural tourism places can operate by many ways ; for example developing forms or styles of local
products into modern products which have various uses, reducing cost of production by using local
materials but maintaining the quality of products, enhancing vocations for local people and handing down
local wisdom to younger generation and organizing local demonstrative center of handicraft production for
exhibition and distribution in order to inspire and facilate the visitors who are fond of cultural tourism.

Local handicrafts of northeast, central and south of Thailand related to the ways of life of local
people, so the value and identity of local products of each part had its own outstanding point. This value
and identity was collected and handed down to younger generations and applied to use continuously in the
way of life of local people among the influence of globalization, scientific and technological progress that

affected the culture of local community.
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