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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this survey research was to investigate the want of local
residents in ecotourism development and factors affected it. This research was
conducted in qualitative and quantitative methodology. The in-depth interview and
direct observation were used in exploring an overview of Kok Gate village and the
questionnaire was used in collecting data from 152 Kok Gate local residents.
Percentage, mean, standard deviation and chi-square were used in statistic analysis.

The result demonstrated that the local people greatly wanted to have
ecotourism development and they particularly wanted the budget supported from
involved agencies. The factors which were significantly related to the want for
ecotourism development were, at < 0.05, gender, age, occupation, income,
knowledge in ecotourism, impact perceived by the local residents and benefit from
ecotourism and, at < 0.001, were readiness for ecotourism development.

The recommendation from this study is, firstly, the involved agencies should
hold the training courses in ecotourism, especially about the ecotourist behavior.
Secondly, They should encourage local residents to get more involved, both directly
and indirectly, in ecotourism development. Lastly, They should provide some

money to persuade local residents who want to run their own ecotourism business.

KEY WORDS : ECOTOURISM DEVELOPMENT / THE WANT OF LOCAL
PEOPLE / COMMUNITY-BASED TOURISM
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