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ABSTRACT

The adverse effects of tourism for a major tourist destination such as Thailand is well
documented. The objective of this experimental research was to develop and evaluate an
interpretation guidebook, developed by the researcher, for ecotourism on Koh Kred, Nonthaburi.
The purposes of this research were to compare the tourists Knowledge of Koh Kred before and
after reading the guidebook, to evaluate the quality of the guidebook that was assessed by
experts, and to study the reactions of the tourists about the guidebook quality in terms of
appearance and presentation. The samples in this research were 63 tourist who had completed a
visit to Koh Kred, Nonthaburi Province. Descriptive Statistics used for data analysis were
percentage, mean, maximum and minimum while pretest/ post-test design was employed for
determining the knowledge increase obtained from reading the guidebook. The statistical tool
used for hypothesis testing was t-test.

The result of the study showed that after reading the guidebook the post-test scores of
the experimental group were significantly higher than the pre-test scores at the 0.05 level. The
experts evaluated the quality of the guidebook as being good. These results indicate that the
guidebook increased the tourist’s knowledge of Koh Kred and promoted the appropriate
travelling behavior.
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