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THE DEVELOPMENT OF INTERPRETATION GUIDEBOOK FOR ECOTOURISM
ON KOH KRED

ARRATEE MANEEWON 4236507 ENAT/M

M.Sc. (APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY FOR RESOURCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL
DEVELOPMENT)

THESIS ADVISORS: KASEM KULPRADIT, M.Sc., SARANYA

SUCHARITAKUL, M.Sc., SARAN SAMANTARATH M.Sc.

ABSTRACT

The adverse effects of tourism for a major tourist destination such as Thailand is well
documented. The objective of this experimental research was to develop and evaluate an
interpretation guidebook, developed by the researcher, for ecotourism on Koh Kred, Nonthaburi.
The purposes of this research were to compare the tourists Knowledge of Koh Kred before and
after reading the guidebook, to evaluate the quality of the guidebook that was assessed by
experts, and to study the reactions of the tourists about the guidebook quality in terms of
appearance and presentation. The samples in this research were 63 tourist who had completed a
visit to Koh Kred, Nonthaburi Province. Descriptive Statistics used for data analysis were
percentage, mean, maximum and minimum while pretest/ post-test design was employed for
determining the knowledge increase obtained from reading the guidebook. The statistical tool
used for hypothesis testing was t-test.

The result of the study showed that after reading the guidebook the post-test scores of
the experimental group were significantly higher than the pre-test scores at the 0.05 level. The
experts evaluated the quality of the guidebook as being good. These results indicate that the
guidebook increased the tourist’s knowledge of Koh Kred and promoted the appropriate
travelling behavior.

KEY WORDS : DEVELOPMENT /INTERPRETATION GUIDEBOOK
/ECOTOURISM/KOH KRED
141 pp. ISBN 974-04-5084-9
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
INTRODUCTION

Background and Significance of the Problem.

Koh Kred is one of the popular traveling places that lots of tourist interested
to visit, especially on weekend. Important reasons that made popularity of Koh Kred
were Bangkok adjacent place and convenience accessibility. Visitors could spend
their time for excursion for one-day round trip. In addition, Koh Kred has ancient
and historical places combining to culture of the Mons community, which
established since Ayutthaya period unless than 350 years ago. The interesting of
Koh Kred was an outstanding of Mons culture and ancient Mons pottery handicraft
village. Koh Kred is wellknown among the visitor who need to contact the colorful
atmosphere of Mons festival, such as Songkran festival. Visitors who need to
contact shady atmosphere could cruise along the river around Koh Kred. All goods
on Koh Kred are attractive to tourist. Especially Mons pottery, influenced foods and

confections that are tasty and scarce.

But these outstanding characteristics of Koh Kred are deteriorating because of
tourist inappropriate behavior and knowledge lacking. That destroying ancient
places and making the tourism activities just only as sightseeing, shopping, and
eating. Tourist could not realized in Koh Kred real value, which consist of historical

background, cultural, and Koh Kred’s people local way of life.
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So, creating interpretation guidebook for tourist is fundamental building
block of an ecotourism program. It is a positive and efficient way to encourage
individuals to pay attention to their own behavior and contribute to conservation and
sustainable development. Knowledgement that tourist getting from the guidebook
could be directed them to be suitable ecotourist. By let them as the off-school
education and regarded as the field practices are the lesson. It must be taken
consideration about the side effect of activities on the environmental and tourist to
realize in the value of the cultural places, which could be contributed sustainable

development on Koh Kred as well.

Research Hypothesis
Using of the interpretation guidebook for ecotourism on Koh Kred could be

increased tourist knowledge.

Research Objectives

1. To develop an interpretation guidebook for ecotourism on Koh Kred,
which can be use by the Thai tourist in obtaining knowledge and understanding
about Koh Kred, in accordance with the principle of ecotourism.

2. To study the efficiency of an interpretation guidebook for ecotourism on
Koh Kred, which has been developed, and to find out the tourist opinion on this

interpretation guidebook.

Scope of Research

1. The area of study was specified the area of Koh Kred sub-district,
Nonthaburi province.

2. The sampling of this research were Thai tourist, who visited on Koh Kred.

3. The interpretation guidebook for ecotourism on Koh Kred is a booklet that
contains the content of general aspects of Koh Kred, including cultural and historical

of traveling sites.
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LITBERATURE REVIEW
The knowledge about Koh Kred
Koh Kred was an island in the middle of Chaopraya River located on Pak
Kred district, Nonthaburi province. There were many ancient and historical places
combining to culture of the Mons community. That established on Koh Kred since
Ayutthaya period. The outstanding characteristics of Koh Kred were Mons culture,
Mons pottery village, and colorful Mons influenced Songkran festival. In general,

Koh Kred has lots of visitors, especially on weekend unless 1,000 visitors came.

Conceptual of Ecotourism

Ecotourism means a traveling to natural places that have their own unique
geographical or cultural features relating to the ecosystem, with the purpose of
studying nature, culture and history. This should be done in a sensitive manner so as
to avoid negative impacts on the ecosystem, while at the same time providing
economic opportunities that would benefit the conservation of natural resources and
enhance the living conditions of residents.

So, the ecotourism is conservation tourism in natural and cultural, which is

the important thing for sustainable tourism development.

Conceptual of Interpreting

Interpreting is an educational and consciousness service given to tourist in
traveling places by using many types of interpretations.

So, interpretation is a type of learning process. The objective was to open or
explain for the understanding of relation and meaning in traveling place. By using
existed materials, living demonstrations and media. It also having highly important

role in an ecotourism management.

Conceptual of Handbook
A handbook was contained with concept component, the subject that

explained in that story, there were pictures to motivate the readers also.
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Writing the handbook should be wrote to easy to read and to understand,
short in concept, use easy words, sequence of story, the pictures and the clauses are
suitable for explain that story to the readers.

Designing the handbook should be dominated, the contents and the pictures
in each page should be proportional. The sequence of the story and pictures should
be arranged to take attention from the readers.

The production process started by studying the primary information, forming
of interpretation guidebook, setting guidebook objective, content scope, and detail.
After that interpretation guidebook was prepared. Subsequently, develop, and

printed before it tried out with 1 and 5 tourist respectively.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
This research was aimed to produce the interpretation guidebook for
ecotourism on Koh Kred for the tourist and to determine the guidebook quality in
terms of tourist knowledge achievement and the various aspects of the guidebook.
The researcher design was one group pretest-posttest design and the data collection
was undertaken by accidental sampling method. The sampling group was 63 literate
Thai tourist, age not less than 15 years old, and interested to travel on Koh Kred and
volunteer to join the interpretation guidebook program.
The research instruments are as follow:
1) The interpretation guidebook
Its size was 4.5 X 8 inches, consist of photographic pictures and
drawn pictures from the real places of Koh Kred. The content was in
documentary and feature descriptive writing style.
2) The knowledge achievement examination paper (for tourist)
It was the multiple-choice examination paper, type with 4 choices.
3) Form of quality evaluation of the interpretation guidebook including
opinion assessment for experts.
4) Form of quality of the interpretation guidebook including opinion

assessment for tourist.



o

UNAINGIDE UHIINGAIUTAD .. (na TuTasfmngauiomsiannsnens) /141

In the process of experimentation, the researcher attached the announcement
at the front of Koh Kred Visitor Center (Poramaiyikawat Pier) searching for the
interested tourist who volunteered. The knowledge test and quality evaluation of the
volunteer tourist was conducted at the visitor center during 10 April to 16 May,
2004. The total experimental time was 6 days. The sampling group walked in the
visitor center and carried the interpretation guidebook with them and took the
knowledge achievement test as the pretest about 15 minutes. They undertook the test
after that had been distributed the interpretation guidebook with the details of how to
use the guidebook and request to turn back after use it. After ending of their travel,
the sampling group was test again (posttest) with the same knowledge achievement
test as in the pretest. Concurrently, evaluation the interpretation guidebook quality

and opinion assessment also.

RESULTS

From the experiment, it reveals that the average scores gained by the posttest
were significantly higher than those from the pretest at the 0.05 level. The test result
accepted that the hypothesis. This shows that the interpretation guidebook for
ecotourism on Koh Kred when use along with the traveling on Koh Kred could be
increase tourist knowledge.

When the presentation of the interpretation guidebook in terms of content,
pictures, book size and other aspects was evaluated, it was found that the majority of
their rated in those aspects as high. In general, the tourist gained more understanding
about historical, cultural, general aspect, traveling place reservation and appropriate
behavior when visited on Koh Kred.

From this experience, the tourist suggested that the interpretation guidebook
could be available at the visitor center of Koh Kred. And this guidebook could

contributed the sustainable tourism development on Koh Kred as well.





