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BANGKOK CULTURAL LANDSCAPE : FROM MEMORIAL BRIDGE TO
COMMUNITIES

CHUTHARAT LUEANGSANGANGAM 4236434 LCCS/M
M.A. (CULTURAL STUDIES)

THESIS ADVISORS : PORNTHIP USUPARAT, B.A., M.A., APINYA
BUASUANG, B.A., M.A., ANAN SOBRERK, B.ED., M.ED.

ABSTRACT

This thesis is aimed at studying the history, backgrounds and development of
Bangkok, based on those buildings and structures on the banks of Chao Phraya River,
around the mouth of Bangkok Yai Canal to the Memorial Bridge, comprising Wichai
Prasit Fort, the Temple of Dawn, Kanlayanamit Temple, Santa Cruz Church, the
Memorial Bridge, the Phra Pok Klao Bridge, and Bangkok River Park Condominium.
These buildings and structures represent historical values and distinctive and
outstanding characteristics and serve as landmarks of the communities.

This study is based on a qualitative research method, starting from study on
historical documentations and photographs as well as the artistic styles of these
buildings and structures, and the survey of nine bridges crossing the Chao Phraya
Rivier in Bangkok to identify the point of overview perspective of the cultural
landscape and to comprehend the development of Bangkok City, including the survey
of the communities.

The study results show that the buildings and structures in question serve to
reflect social lifestyle in Bangkok City from the past up to the present time,
particularly areas around the mouth of Bangkok Yai Canal, which was the origin of
Bangkok City in the Ayudhya, Thonburi and Early Rattanakosin eras, namely, the
Wichai Prasit Fort which marks various traces of national safeguard and battles in the
past; Kanlayanamit Temple as a religious place for Thai and Chinese Buddhists; Santa
Cruz Church for foreigners; and Kudee Cheen community, including the Kudee Khao
Muslim community, which proves the habitation of several groups of people and the
peaceful and harmonious community of people of different nationals and religions. In
addition, the construction of the Memorial Bridge and the Phra Pok Klao Bridge also
serves to demonstrate the growth and prosperity of the city. Bangkok River Park
Condominium, a highrise building on the banks of the river, is a newly built residential
place in response to the people’s demand at present. The on-foot survey of the
communities on the opposite side also discovers a small community around
Anongkharam Temple, evidencing the simple way of life in old wooden buildings
remaining amidst the growth of Bangkok.

The cultural landscape of Bangkok City, as viewed from the Memorial Bridge,
serves as an open-air lively museum, and evidently represents a linkage between
history and the way of life of Bangkok people.

KEY WORDS : CULTURAL LANDSCAPE / BANGKOK / COMMUNITIES /
OPEN-AIR MUSEUM / MEMORIAL BRIDGE

134 P. ISBN 974-04-5513-1
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

BANGKOK CULTURAL LANDSCAPE :
FROM MEMORIAL BRIDGE TO COMMUNITIES

Bangkok Metropolitan has been developed its city with a long history since the
Ayudhya period. The city has been expanded continuously until present that the size of
Bangkok is tremendous large than in the past to become a metropolitan. Bangkok has
influx of people who move to reside in the city for job employment and settling down
their families. The original Bangkokian communities, on the other hand, have been
gradually decreased the numbers these days.

Conclusion of research

To create effectiveness of understanding and studying the development of
Bangkok, the study should start off from the area where originated Bangkok
community especially at the mouth of Bangkok Yai canal. The original Bangkok
community was located in this area since the Ayudhya period. The location had been
developed from being a front-attack town on the riverside in the ancient time to
become such a big city nowadays.

Architectural buildings are used as a tool of the study. They are reflected history
and architectural style which related to the town and community dwelling in that area
during each period. The architectural buildings become a good symbolized geographic
area of the community as the buildings are obviously sighted by commuters who travel
by water or road transportation. In addition, the nearby area of the community
covering until the Memorial Bridge (Phra Buddha Yod Fah Bridge) remain historic
buildings which are evidence to tell the story of the old Bangkok community, its
development and expansion. The remained buildings are Wichai Prasit Fort, Prang
(Pagoda) at Wat Arun, Viharn Luang (The Royal Monastery), Wat Kanlayanamit,
Santa Cruz Church, the Memorial Bridge (Phra Buddha Yod Fah Bridge), Phra Pok
Klao Bridge and the Bangkok River Park Condominium building.

The above architectural buildings, however, are situated along the bank of the
Chao Phraya River and cover with large landscape. The study needs a good spot for an
overview those landmark buildings to present the development of the town. It is
agreed that a building on the Chao Phraya River becomes the most suitable location to
provide bird eye-view of the town. Thus, the study designated bridges across the Chao
Phraya River to become the study spot for cultural landscape. The bridges are prime
location to provide wider scenery of the town as well as they are easy to access by
members of the public.
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There are total 11 bridges across the Chao Phraya River in Bangkok. Ranging
from the north to the south of the river, they are the Rama VII Bridge, the Rama VI
Bridge, the Krung Thonburi Bridge (Sang Hee Bridge), the Rama VIII Bridge, the
Phra Pin Klao Bridge, the Memorial Bridge (Phra Buddha Yod Fah Bridge), the Phra
Pok Klao Bridge, the Somdej Phrachao Thaksin Bridge (Sathorn Bridge), the Rama III
Bridge, the Krungthep Bridge and the Rama IX Bridge.

Unfortunately, King Rama III Bridge is located very high from the ground as well
as the King Rama IX Bridge is a part of Chalerm Mahanakorn — Dao Kanong express
way, it is unable to access by pedestrians. Meanwhile, the Memorial Bridge (Phra
Buddha Yod Fah Bridge) is found to be most appropriate spot of the rest of nine
bridges when its location, architectural style and history relevant to the old Bangkok
town are taken into account. The bridge was constructed to commemorate the 150th
anniversary of establishing Bangkok. The location enhances the capability of sighting
an overview scenery of Bangkok through architectural buildings situated from the
mouth of Bangkok Yai Canal downstream to the Memorial Bridge (Phra Buddha Yod
Fah Bridge).

According to the study, the architectural buildings significantly reflect the
development of the town and its society in each following period. For example, the
Wichai Prasit Fort reflects town planning that the town walls and numbers of forts
were constructed around the town to protect the enemy’s attack during that period. The
Wichai Prasit Fort is an evidence to portray political situation in the old days.
Meanwhile the fort does not provide distinctive evidences to confirm the development
of culture and society of people living in that area when Ayudhya was established as
the capital. The fort was constructed during the same period and was inaugurated to be
a frontier town. Information about where the people came from and their way of life
was found in historic evidence later when the capital was replaced by Krung Thonburi.
A number of people moved into the capital to settle down and paid respect to the
kingdom. Others included those prisoners of war who were caught to support the troop
for fighting. They were ethnic groups such as Mon people, Yuan people, Muslim and
Chinese people (Phraya Tak group).

Following that period, the society has been changed to the end of the colonial
fighting and wars. People live peacefully and create security to the communities.
International relationship has been made for trade and Christianity dissemination. A
large influx of various national people move to live in the city as can be seen from
numbers of architectural buildings of several religions located in the community. They
are for example, the Buddhist monastery, Wat Kanlayanamit was constructed during
King Rama III’s reign. It portrays Thai architectural style with Chinese influence
which become popular in that period. The Santa Cruz Church, on the other hand, was
built for Christian people of the Roman Catholic. Yet, the Chinese Guan Yin Goddess
Pavilion was set up according to the Chinese belief, located in the area called, Kudee
Cheen.

Due to growing of urbanization, the city of Bangkok was expanded. The number
of architectural buildings were developed in different styles, particularly modern
architecture. This is to support the modern way of life of societies. The architectural



o

WNAINGIY UWIINGAINHAD ARLY. (FaUTITUAREI) / 133

buildings built within this period became universal look such as the Memorial Bridge
(Phra Buddha Yod Fah Bridge). The bridge was constructed to extend urbanization
across the Chao Phraya River to Thonburi side.

The influence of western architectural buildings and technology has appeared
when the democracy govern was introduced into the country. Bangkok has adapted
several technologies for construction development following western countries to
response current way of life. Phra Pok Klao Bridge is an example construction which
was created to support the heavy traffic demand on the Memorial Bridge (Phra
Buddha Yod Fah Bridge). Another sample includes Bangkok River Park
Condominium. It is a high-rise building which this architectural style can be found
throughout Bangkok. They are office buildings or residential buildings. People’s way
of life look rather different from those in the past.

Discussion

The study of history of each architectural building, its various styles of
architecture and location has reflected the evolution of Bangkok development from the
Ayudhya period until present.

Spot to study Bangkok’s cultural landscape : The Memorial Bridge (Phra Buddha
Yod Fah Bridge) becomes an efficient spot like an open-air museum for an overview
of Bangkok history from the bridge till the community. The audience of this research
will perceive information about Bangkok as a long history city existed until now. This
encourages preserving and developing the city based on the ground knowledge of
understanding its potential and problems of this urbanized capital. There is no
essential to build up Bangkok as a new mock up city or preserved capital to maintain
its environment as it used to be at a certain period in the past. As the result, Bangkok
will be lack of movement, discontinuity of the city’s development.

Suggestion

1. This thesis may be used as a guideline study for developing an open-air
museum where focuses on the social values of architectural buildings by using existing
historic buildings. They reflect history, society and development of urbanization of the
city beyond studying periodical architectural style and artistic values. Different from
an indoor museum, pictures sighted from this open-air museum is realistic that
becomes a museum without walls.

2. Internet is an alternative medium to be advised for promoting this open-air
museum through the online media.

3. To publish a guidebook for touring this open-air museum.

4. In addition to the Memorial Bridge (Phra Buddha Yod Fah Bridge) where is
located closed to original Bangkokian communities, the study spots are also
recommended at Somdej Phra Pin Klao Bridge and Rama VIII Bridge. The Somde;j
Phra Pin Klao Bridge covers an overview of Wang Na (Front Palace) located in



o o 1
PMIA Maeedd1ay Executive Summary / 134

Thammasat University Campus on the Phra Nakhon side to Wang Lang (Back Palace)
in Siriraj Hospital area on the Thonburi side. Meanwhile the Rama VIII Bridge which
acquires unique beauty is situated nearby Bang Khun Prom community on Phra
Nakhon side and Ban Poon, one of the old Bangkok communities on Thonburi side.
These two bridges are good spots to present the history and development of their
communities nearby.

Limitations

1. The study was conducted based on selected architectural buildings which have
dominantly architectural style and are obviously seen from the bridge. It does not
cover other buildings where might provide significant development of architecture.
This includes the City Law Enforcement Department building where was the City Hall
of Thonburi province in the past prior combining with Phra Nakhon side to become
the capital. The building was constructed in General Por Pibulsongkram’s govern.
Indeed, architectural style of the government office buildings of this period was very
unique. Another dominant architecture is the Pagoda at Wat Prayunwongsawat. Built
in King Ram V’s period, the pagoda can also be viewed from the Memorial Bridge
(Phra Buddha Yod Fah Bridge), but is blocked sighting some part of it by surrounding
buildings.

2. The Bangkok River Park Condominium, on the other hand, is a residential
building, owned by a private company. It is inconvenient to access inside the building
for study due to privacy concern. Nevertheless, the building is selected for the study as
its high rise building represents modern architectural style reflected the current culture
and society. Yet, the building is compared to those historic architectural buildings
nearby for better understanding the development of Bangkok periodically.





