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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to study the state of environment and culture of
Pommahakarn community, to analyses factors involved in cultural tourism support for
the community and to suggest environmental and cultural conservation directions for
cultural tourism support. this thesis uses both qualitative and quantitative data such as
area surveys, in-depth interviews, participant and non-participant observation and
questionnaires with all 52 households in the study area.

The study shows that environmental conditions in the community are no threat
to the area’s promotion as a cultural tourism resource. However, there should be some
physical improvement in household neatness, community paths, and other deteriorated
public utilities. The community has a non-dynamic culture consisting of antique
houses and items collected by the community’s elderly. The dynamic culture consists
of occupational culture is involved with trading goods and working with government
agencies and private companies.

The community has maintained customary rituals as unique community
traditions such as paying homage to Luang Pu Mahakarn Fortress, ancient houses and
ordaining trees and celebrating Thai festivals of National Mother’s Day Celebration,
National Father’s Day Celebration and other annual festivals. The community has kept
Indigenous knowledge in melting gold, making pottery, making bird cages, traditional
Thai massage and raising local fowl.

In conclusion, Pommahakarn community has maintained environmental and
cultural conditions. That means the area could be promoted as a cultural tour site given
the environmental management ability of the community, and the diversified and
valuable culture. Therefore, government agencies should provide assistance to
improve the area as a new and valuable cultural tour site.

KEY WORDS: ENVIRONMENT/ CULTURE/ TOURISM/ POMMAHAKARN
COMMUNITY
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