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ABSTRACT

Three main objectives of this study were 1. to study the characteristics of the
water, forest and wildlife resources in the Huai Yang Waterfall National Park; 2. to
study tourist behavior and tourist dangers; and 3. to assess risk of damage to tourism
sites and tourist dangers. Data was gathered by various methods. 160 tourists were
interviewed and analyzed using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). In-
depth interviews with park officers and risk assessments of each tourism site by 5
specialists plus the researcher.

The study found that water quality of the Huai Yang waterfall in the dry season
and rainy season was under the standard quality of surface water type 2 in every
parameter according to the Department of Pollution Control. The Panda crab, the only
endemic wildlife species, and the Malayan Tapir, Serow and Banteng, rare wildlife
species, were found. Rare or endangered plant species were not found on nature trails
near the waterfall. Investigating tourist behavior found that more than 50 percent of
tourists followed the national park’s suggestions. The most important tourism activity
was viewing scenery at the waterfall area. The main danger to tourists was insect bite,
and the most dangerous area was Pa Ta Kae. The tourism sites most at risk were Hub
Ta Khien area, and than Yot Khao Luang and the Huai Yang Waterfall. The most
dangerous area for tourism accidents was the Huai Yang Waterfall especially 2™ ", 3™
and 5™ stages. As to risk assessment of dangers to tourists, the study found poisoness
animals were the most dangerous, followed by flash floods, and slippage.
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