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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study factors which influence the opinions
of Phu Toey community on sustainable community-based tourism management and to
conduct a SWOT analysis of the development of Phu Toey community forest as a
sustainable tourist attraction. This research was conducted both qualitatively and
quantitatively. Questionnaires were used as the major tool for data collection from 60
Phu Toey local residents. Furthermore, indepth interviews were employed to collect
additional information from leaders of local area groups. The statistics used included
percentage, one way ANOVA, t-test and descriptive quality analysis.

The research showed that the majority of the sample thought that area/tourism
resource, ecotourism, markets for ecotourism, and administration and management
were at the good level. The factors which significantly influenced the opinions of Phu
Toey community on sustainable community-based tourism management were sex,
age, education level, occupation, income, and community membership. Length of
time living in the community was not a significant factor.

The study found that males are a very important group of people in tourism
and recommends that this importance continue, particularly for those who are of
working age, are knowledgeable, who earn a living by using natural resource, who
produce agricultural products and are community members. This group has the
opinions, ability, latency and readiness for local development. If the local community
develops sustainable tourist attractions, it will increase the opportunity for them to
earn a living from tourism. This will increase incomes and help the local people have
a good quality life. The findings can be used in similar communities to plan for
sustainable tourism in the future.

KEY WORDS: COMMUNITY- BASED SUSTAINABLE TOURISM /
FACTORS WHICH INFLUENCE ON OPINION
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