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146 P. ISBN 974 —04-2319-1

This research examines the impact of tourism on theA livelihoods of the people in a community,
focusing on occupational diversification, economic activities, socio-cultural change, and on the local
environments with the aim of providing a holistic view of changes that have taken place in the
community. The research employs a qualitative approach, with the emphasis on fieldwork and
conducting in-depth interviews of local key informants. The key informants included native fishermen,
local residents, proprietors of tourist services, all of whom were living on a small island known as Koh
Laan, which was formerly a small-scale fishing village of Pattaya in Chonburi province. The fieldwork
was conducted between July 2001-April 2002.

It was found that tourism, from it inception in the early 60s up to the present, had a great.deal
of impact, both positive and negative, to the peoples’ livelihoods. On the positive side, tourism has
provided alternatives for income-generating activities from that of the traditional fishing. Provided that
the environment and natural resources, especially beaches and corals, are well protected for tourist
attractions, the community’s wellbeing is likely to be sustainable. Conversely a continued increase of
migration might create social conflicts, unless a strong sense to community is built. Another serious
problem that we anticipated comes from the solid wastes and sewage problems which, if not properly
managed, could destroy the island resources. No systematic management is yet in place indicating a
lack of collaboration among all stakeholders.

It is strongly recommended that, firstly, there is an urgent need to put an environmental
monitoring system to keep updating the current situation of the natural resources. To ensure the
effectiveness of the system, local people should be given an opportunity to participate throughout the
process. There is also a need for further development of local initiatives on ecological tourism
management.  Finally, further research on equity issues in tourist businesses and services is

recommended.
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M 5.1 adndiveufisafidnreufisdhudesine: szuisd 1988 — 2001

1990

sz 1988 1989 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
Ine 471,508 | 398,354 | 329,328 | 343,124 | 417,574 | 415527 | 740,430 | 604,975
weasiuil 171,548 | 234,623 | 210,763 | 196,820 | 225,662 | 137,369 | 171,319 | 126,667
g09n9 1554927 | 115,956 | 119,097 | 77,184 | 44,098 | 54,404 | 168,128 | 121,573
2engy 115,807 | 119,556 | 123,872 | 113,546 | 87,152 | 60,551 | 113,343 | 78918
giueennan | 136516 | 122,491 | 38,083 | 44,093 | 88749 81,927 | 21,118 | 71,195
il 86217 | 73289 | 82313 | 60,296 | 50,564 | 36,450 | 87,153 | 90,330
ansy 47,754 | 66,609 | 68854 | 69439 | 73971 | 69,153 | 58304 | 52914
UALLIA 18,135 | 14,001 | 13346 | 17,512 | 18,077 | 16351 | 6258 | 10273
He s 67,257 | 56,117 | 65311 | 48952 | 46,665 | 26827 | 68326 | 45,744
pomATIAY 46495 | 50,612 | 51100 | 49276 | 34,412 | 21,376 | 20882 | 22,875
dlmweiuaud | 36709 | 43391 | 34192 40,487 | 36451 | 31,681 | 22,674 | 24,528
HuSUAURA 14462 | 16911 | 24,034 | 21,593 | 24,495 | 20,525 | 33,184 | 26,602
Auau 17,850 | 21473 | 37,209 | 54,002 | 31,492 | 25549 | 17,052 | 24701
CITEED) 15769 | 13428 | 13,674 | 30962 | 16,849 | 17,118 | 16,024 | 40,766
wadey 9516 | 13210 | 15185 | 19,540 | 19,040 | 16522 | 24497 | 16,556
29mATY 19,117 | 21,792 | 23,927 | 46,703 | 23,085 | 20,525 | 24,634 | 25,548
unaty 21,880 | 14,504 | 15290 | 9,992 | 11,959 | 24,746 | 14,145 | 28622
GRLNSTH 33294 | 21,524 | 20,590 | 23,586 | 22,037 | 37,656 | 12,276 | 38,820
an1a 34,108 | 33482 | 30,638 | 31,814 | 43,150 | 43,007 | 17,959 | 43,024
dTuaud 6,207 5522 | 10,533 | 7,238 8,174 5,536 4,964 6,029
1andu | 86241 | 111,442 | 142900 | 52,419 29,663 18,364 148,084 | 232,699
u 110,393 | 72,909 | 297,039
INMa 104,825 | 207,784 | 150,492
Fmdy 49,633
uAY
Juq 115,708 | 123,898 | 111,067 | 104,012 | 73,623 | 44,555 | 186,187 | 129,689
5131 1,728,025 | 1,692,185 1,581,306 | 1,462,590 | 1,426,942 1,440,937 | 2,257,634 | 2,360,212
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uRRIMEIE WNInodeniiaa

P
N

+
*

M5190 5.1 (Ae)

Useina 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
Ine 631,826 | 700,657 | 637917 | 637917 | 683630 | 72,0364
wastuil 141,420 | 175841 | 202,661 | 237,608 | 245958 | 241282
§849N9 130,347 | 184,026 | 167,982 | 155,008 179,686 181,731
sengy 86,907 | 78240 | 159256 | 179,492 186,264 | 200,832
azusennae 7,226 43,747 | 46,677 46,923 66,169 72,749
i 101262 | 93,719 | 74,385 90;,61 93,800 109,967
ansy 53,626 | 53,440 | 59,152 74,414 83,241 87,177
UAUUIA 9,970 7,723 11,373 15,566 17,627 21,697
S 50,114 | 45502 | 45470 51,483 56,468 50,510
CLGIGETGL 20,793 17,837 | 34372 38,314 18,912 51,009
Maresiuaud 25,687 | 25307 | 35043 36,633 36,167 37,147
nuTeUAUA 31,260 | 33,3861 | 44,543 53,031 63,667 62,047
aau 20,006 16,171 | 22,239 25,910 29,994 35,567
EITREE) 20,442 17,982 | 24515 34,034 27,211 39,769
wadey 21,480 14234 | 24,634 26,095 24,623 29,286
GLGIGEL 26,418 14,145 12,625 18,345 44217 20,721
uuady 26,804 | 46,738 | 42,690 44,782 41,085 47,035
faaldd 45,880 52,354 52,054 62,974 66,031 69,878
gaa 33,993 | 26978 | 34992 34,852 34,597 38,697
" aduaud 6,564 | 3,553 5,814 7,403 7,718 10,029
Tan¥u 242399 | 95275 | 162,398 | 165478 189,056 | 200,986
u 314,465 | 327,163 | 546991 | 583484 | 555513 | 516,850
inma 160,908 | 196242 | 56,615 73,725 93,601 133,152
fende 25,660 | 124264 | 72,154 80,729 88,892 103,626
duify 20,808 | 20,675 | 25,532 31,165 50,108 52,643
Buq 99,283 | 104532 | 171,812 | 180,712 177,385 197,020
5 2,355,638 | 2,520,206 | 2,773,896 | 1,639,129 | 3,161,710 | 3,331,771
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Executive Summary

Research Problem and Its Significance

This research addresses issues of tourist impact on the livelihoods of people who live in a
local community. A small fishing community located in an island called Koh Larmr near (7.7

kilometres ) Pattaya in Chonburi province, one of Thailand’s well-known tourist spots.

Although the topic of tourist impact in Thailand has increasingly received a lot of
attention and a large volume of literature is available, there is still a great deal of debate on the
trade-off. From a national point of view, tourist industry has done tremendously well in bringing
foreign currencies into the country. International corporations and the formal business sector also
have had great benefits from the continued coming of tourists. Several macro studies show that

they have created jobs and used services and resources available in the country.

But it is still debatable when we look at what happened in local communities? As
literature reviewed in Chapter 2 shows, there appears to be more negative and positive impacts
from tourism. Most mentioned evidence is that tourism has an adverse impact on local lifestyles
and cultural values. In Pattaya, a long and well-known tourist resort in the east, for example, it is
argued that those who have benefited from tourism are those in the formal sector, namely tourist
companies, large corporations who own hotels and Umasiaortation. Studies also show that
traditional fishing communities along coastlines in the east and both sides of the southern part of
Thailand have played an important part in Thai economy and sustainability of coastal ecology.
By focusing on a formerly fishing community, the study will generate knowledge necessary for
the management issues, as opposed to stopping short at the impact. It is hope that by looking into
the community’s way of change and adaptation, some management issues of those creating

negative impact will emerge.

In this study, a community formerly engaged in small-scale fishing located in a small

Island close to Pattaya, is selected as a case study. The study will contribute to this debate of the

“
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negative and positive impact scenario. Its aims also to address some of the management issues
which might shed some lights in the current debate. It puts an emphasis on the changes in the
livelihoods of the people in the community: how the people there, a local fishing community,
responded to force exerted by tourist industry.

Objectives:
The main objectives of the study are to:

Document changes and development, tourist impact and response of the people in the

island of Koh Lam, Chonburi province; Describe internal and external factors that stimulate

tourist industry into the island, and; Examine the impact of tourism on the peoples’ livelihoods.

Methodology

With the aim of providing a holistic view of changes that have taken place in the
community, the research employs a qualitative approach, with an emphasis on fieldwork
conducting in-depth interviews of local key informants. All key informants include native
fishermen, local residents, proprietors of tourist services, all of whom live in a small island known
as Koh Lam, formerly a small-scale fishing village of Pattaya in Chonburi province. Fieldwork
was conducted during July 2001-April 2002. This research employs a qualitative approach, based
on fieldwork. In fieldwork, data were cc_)llected through semi-structured interviewing of key
informants. Interviews were recorded in field-notes. Analysis of data was based on framing

questions and recorded texts are used to respond to them.
Constraints and Limitations of Research
Like any studies, this research has some constraints. Due to limited time and budget

available, the period of fieldwork was not as long as it should have been. In addition, the actual

fieldwork was also interrupted by the researcher’s official duty in the city of Pattaya. The
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research feels that the method is useful to get into insights of the local community. Should more

time was spent, we could have learned more about other issues related to the research topic.

Summary of Findings

-

It is found that tourism, from its inc'eption in the early 60s up to the present, has made a
great deal of impact, both positive and negative, on the peoples’ livelihoods. On the positive side,
tourism has provided alternatives for income-generating activities from that of the traditional
fishing. This, however, raise a question of sustainability, since all of these activities depends
entirely on number of tourists. It seems quite a high degree of risk for the whole community to be
depending on a single variable, namely tourism. Provided that the environment and natural
resources, especially beaches and corals, are well protected for tourist attraction, community’s
wellbeing is likely to sustain. Records show that cultural beliefs still held by the majority of the
people there. The community of Koh Larn island also received a lot of infrastructure funded by

the government.

On the opposite, some problems can be anticipated. Continued increase of in-migration
might create social conflicts. Unless a strong sense to community is built on the island, crimes
and violence are likely to occur. Another serious problem anticipated comes from problems
related to environment and natural resources. There are serious problems of solid wastes and
sewage problems, which, if not properly managed; could destroy the island’s natural resources.
No systematic management of these problems has yet to be in place. This shows the lack of
collaboration among all stakeholders. Sustainability of tourism in this island, therefore, rest on the
ability of the people of all sectors, not only in the Koh Larn, but also in Pattaya, the municipality

to which it belong.
Recommendations

Since the research shows that most of the negative impact brought about by tourism is

related to management issues. The core population is native to the island. There should be a
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serious attempt to empower the local people to have active participation in decision making at all
levels. It is strongly recommended that there is an urgent need to put an environmental
monitoring system to keep updating the current situation of the natural resources. To ensure the
effectiveness of the system, local people should be given an opportunity to participate throughout
the process. There is also a need for further development of local initiatives on ecological
tourism management. Finally, further research on equity issues in tourist businesses and services

is recommended.



