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The monastery is identified as an important institution in the propaganda of the
principle of Buddhist teaching and ideals for the Thai society and community from the past to the
present. The way of life in Thai society and community and culture has been involved with the
principles of Buddhism for a long time via the monastery as the center and symbol of the unique
civilization of Thai society and community. The objective of this thesis is to study the role of the
Buddhist monastery with the community according to the discipline and doctrine of Buddhism,
which includes the actual role, the suitable role and the relationship between the Buddhist
monastery and the urban community at present.

This is a qualitative study, which has two parts of study: one is a documentary study,
which describes the role of the Buddhist monastery according to discipline and doctrine of
Buddhism. The second is a field study by using a survey in both participatory and non-participatory
observation. Formal and informal interview was used to study the actual and suitable roles of the
monastery in the urban community at present.

From the study, it was found that the role of the Buddhist monastery in Bang-rak
district’s community can be classified into 7 roles: (1) educational role (2) tourism role (3)
religious ritual role (4) social welfare role (5) role as a place of relaxation, exercise, and various
entertaining activities (6) role as a mental sanctuary (7) role as Thai artistic and cultural heritage
conservative source. These roles have been practiced regularly as they were described in the
principle of Buddhist teaching and ideals. Also they can be used compatibley with the circumstances
of the urban problems. Thus, the relationship between monastery and urban community has been
associated supportively for many decades and can be categorized into three ways: (1) relationship
in space (2) relationship of duty (3) relationship of culture, tradition and religious ceremony.
These relationships are actually based on the principle of Buddhist teachings which also have an
influence on the way of life of Thai society and community.

Recommendations from this research are that authorized departments and private
companies should emphasize support and development of the roles as well as activities of the
Buddhist monastery to be more useful to the community such as cooperation with Buddhist
organizations or educational institutions to provide seminar and training course for monks and
‘novices. Moreover support for budget and educational funds are considerable at the Buddhist
monastery, which has a role to solve problems in the community. For many Buddhist monasteries
near schools or education institutions, they should place emphasis on their roles as the moral

developer by giving moral lecture classes and insight meditation activity or ever more in each
school.






