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ABSTRACT

Utilizing both qualitative and qnmtitative approachesn this research's main
objective was to study the evolution of a tourist are" Koh Chang Trat province by
using the conceptual framework of the tourist area cycle of evolution The rcearch not
only identified various stages of evolution of Koh Chang during 1983-2001 but also

investigated people participation in tourism development &uing 200A-2002. Using in-
depth interviews as a data collection mefho4 the study's key informants included local
people, concemed organizations and enfrepreneurc. In addition, the sfudy also used

sfiuctrne questionnaires to obtain infounation from those Thai and foreign tourists
visiting Koh Chang. Using SPSS 7.52 for windows, the quantitative data were

analyzedbymeans ofpercentage, mem, standard deviation, minimum, manimum and

mode.
The study's results identified thd prior to the year 1985, Koh Chang was at the

exploration stage. The involve,me,nt stage was idelrtified during 1985-1996, just before
thc dwelopmelrt stage which began m$n and lasts until now. Moreover, it was
forecast that Koh Chang would be evolving into the consolidation stage in 2007.
Finally, according to the carrying capacity offered by 2 different sources, the
stagnation stage would occur after either the year 2010 or 2022. Regarding peorple

participation in tourism developmen! Koh Chang is similar to other developing
countries inthat induced participation is the most common.

This study recommended that the gove,mme,nt sectors should zupport local
people to participate strongly in tourim dwelopme,nt and provide the,m with access to
a loan fortourism-relatedbusinmses. Finally, the government sectors should consider
limiting of the number of tourists to Koh Chang to e,nsure sustainable tourism to this
island destination

KEY WORDS : TOURIST AREA CYCIE OF EVOLUTION, BUTLER'S MODEL,
KOH CHANG, SUSTAINABLE TOI.JRISM
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