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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were : 1) to study the old and present culture of
Ban Prasat community, 2) to study the utilization of community culture in tourism
promotion, and 3. to assess tourists’ opinions. The research methodology was
twofold: qualitative and quantitative. The qualitative research was conducted by in-
depth interview and observation of 3 groups of informants: 1) Ban Prasat residents
including community leaders, villagers, members of secondary job groups, and
members of ecotourism and home stay groups, teachers from Ban Than Prasat
school, 2) civil servants including an official from the Tourism Authority of
Thailand (TAT) Northeastern Regional Office 1, an official from the Fine Arts
Department Regional Office 12, and 3) 11 Thai tourists staying overnight in the
home stay program. Collected qualitative data were analysed by content analysis
method. The quantitative research was conducted by questionnaires given to 80
Thai day-time tourists and 80 foreign day-time tourists. The data was analyzed
using mean, standard deviation, minimum and maximum,

The results indicated that Ban Prasat villagers used archaeological
resources as tourist attractions reflecting the old culture of Ban Prasat. The present
culture has three facets: production, beliefs, and society. It also serves as a
secondary culture to support and promote community tourism activities and to
nurture and preserve the old culture. All Thai and forei gn tourists, either overnight
or not, agreed that the archaeological excavations and museum were the most
attractive aspects. The tourism development of Ban Prasat should maintain its
culture-based characteristic and the villagers should emphasize culture preservation
and equal participation of community members.

KEY WORDS : LOCAL CULTURES / TOURISM RESOURCES /
ARCHAEOLOGICAL TOURIST ATTRACTIONS
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