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SUPATRA KAEWMUKDA: VISION TOWARDS ECOTOURISM

PROMOTION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS OF SUBDISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE

ORGANIZATION IN NAKORNNAYOK PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISORS:

MANEE CHAITEERANUWATSIR], Ph.D,, RACHANONT SUPAPONGPICHATE,

Ph.D., TEMDAUNG RATANATHUSNEE. B. Sc., M.A. 138 p. ISBN 974-40-1927-5

The research objectives were to study the vision towards ecotourism
promotion of council members of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations in
Nakornnayok Province, and to study the factors that related to the vision of council

members of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations.

Data collected by questionnaire from the council members of 6 Subdistrict
Administrative Organizations in Nakornnayok Province. A total of 32 council
members of 6 Subdistrict Administrative Organizations were in the sample group, and
126 members responded, equaling 95.5 percent.

The results showed that council members of Subdistrict Administrative
Organizations from Tambon Srinawa, Tambon Sarika, Tambon Hintang, Tambon
Prommanee, Tambon Khaopra, and Tambon Banyai expected to see the. arrangement
of tourism take the form of emphasizing utilization of the natural area as a tourism
site. In order to had public relations and preparedness of the people among the council
members, local people were give proper knowledge and understanding on ecotourism,
and it required people’s participation in natural resources management in the local area
as .well as the continuous monitoring of the administration of council members.
Testing the correlation between the vision towards ecotourism and the studied factors,
it was found that their visions towards ecotourism did not correlate to their education
level, length as a council member, access to information sources, and knowledge on
ecotourism promotion at a statistic significant level of 0.05.

Recommendations from the study were that there should be arrangements for
improved knowledge given through training process, exhibitions, leaflets and the
dissemination on the topics of ecotourism in order to be a framework that the council
members of the Subdistrict Administrative Organizations can use to define the
direction of tourism site development.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

SUPATRA KAEWMUKDA4037490 SHED/M : ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION; MEd. (ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION)
THESIS TITLE: VISION TOWARDS ECOTOURISM PROMOTION OF COUNCIL
MEMBERS OF SUBDISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION IN
NAKORNNAYOK PROVINCE.
THESIS ADVISORS: MANEE CHAITEERANUWATSIRL Ph.D, RACHANONT
SUPAPONGPICHATE, Ph.D, TEMDAUNG RATANATHUSNEE. B. Sc.,
M.A.

INTRODUCTION

Background and Significant of Problem

Tourism was an activity that linked at least 3 groups of people: the tourist
group, tourism entrepreneur, and person who was the area owner, or the person who
took responsibility of that area. They lived in and had the direct responsibility to those
areas. Any changes or impacts that occurred at the tourism site, whether it be the
degradation of nature or income decrement, directly affect the people’s way of life.
Therefore, the people of this group would endeavor to maintain and manage the
tourism site to reach sustainability as much as possible. Since the Subdistrict
Administrative Organization was the local organization that had obligation to take
responsibilities to look after community tourism site, the administrators of Subdistrict
Administrative Organization would establish direction and implement guidelines and
means properly, so that it might lead to the maintenance of the natural resources’
quality to restore natural tourism into a beautiful, complete, and sustainable area.
Council members were deputies that were elected directly by the citizens. These
deputies acted as representatives of people’s thoughts and performance in that
Subdistrict.



o a

wdiaInerde uvIinedouiina .. (Fanandeudny) /129

For that reason, the researcher would like to study the vision and knowledge
towards ecotourism promotion of council member of Subdistrict Administrative

Organization in Nakornayok Province.

Objectives of the Research

2.1 Studying the vision towards ecotourism promotion of council member of
Subdistrict Administrative Organization in Nakornayok Province.

2.2 Studying factors that related to vision of council member of Subdistrict
Administrative Organization in Nakornayok Province.

Scope of the Research

This research aimed to study vision on ecotourism promotion, and the factors
composed of education level, length as a council member, accessing to information
sources, and knowledge on ecotourism promotion in Amphur Maung, Nakornayok
Province that covered 6 Tambons: Tambon Khaopra, Tambon Srinawa, Tambon Sarika,
Tambon Hintang, Tambon Prommanee, and Tambon Banyai. There were 132 council

members in total.

Hypothesis of the Research

4.1 Personal characteristics in the aspects of education level, length as a
council member, access to information sources, and knowledge on ecotourism
promotion of council member of Subdistrict Administrative Organization correlated to
the vision towards ecotourism promotion as follows:

4.1.1 Education level of council member of Subdistrict Administrative
Organization correlated to the vision towards ecotourism promotion.
4.1.2 Length as a council member of council member of Subdistrict
Administrative Organization correlated to the vision towards ecotourism promotion.
4.2 Knowledge on ecotourism promotion of council member of Subdistrict

Administrative Organization correlated to the vision towards ecotourism promotion.
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4.3 Access to information sources of council member of Subdistrict

Administrative Organization correlated to the vision towards ecotourism promotion.

Research Conceptualization
Independent variables Dependent variables
Personal Characteristics Knowledge on ecotourism
Education level promotion of council
) pratigiyieyve member of Subdistrict
- Length as a council member of Administrative
" e . Organization in
Subdistrict Administrative Nakornayok Province
Organization
Vision towards to
ecotourism promotion of

council member of

Accessing to information sources on Subdistrict
the aspect of ecotourism Administrative
Organization

LITERATURE REVIEW

To study the vision towards ecotourism promotion of council member of
Subdistrict Administrative Organization in Nakornayok Province, the researcher had
studied on concepts and theories, documents and related literatures in order to be a
fundament and a guideline for research implementation. It was divided into different

parts as follows:
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Concepts of Visions

Theory of Knowledge

Concepts of Ecotourism

Policy and Plan on tourism promotion of Thailand

Situation of ecotourism in Nakornayok Province

Structure of Authority and Obligations of council member of
Subdistrict Administrative Organization in Nakomayok

0O 0 0o 0O o O

Province
o Related literatures
o Factors Related to this Research

MATERIALS AND METHODS

This research was a descriptive research. The total population that
were employed were council members of 6 Subdistrict Administrative Organization,
Amphur Maung, in Nakornayok Province as whole sample group for the research

implementation. The details were as follows:

The Studied Population

Research Tool

Determination of Tool Efficiency

Data Collection

Data Analysis

Statistics were employed for data analysis.

0O 0 0o 0O O ©

The Studied Population

The studied population were council members of 6 Subdistrict Administrative
Organization, Amphur Maung, in Nakomayok Province namely Tambon Khaopra,

Tambon Srinawa, Tambon Sarika, Tambon Hintang, Tambon Prommanee, and
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Tambon Banyai.. There were 132 council members of 6 Subdistrict Administrative

Organizations as demonstrated in table 1.

Research Tool

Questionnaires and tests that were constructed by the researcher through
studying on documents and literatures related to. ecotourism as recommendations of
experts were employed for asking council members of Subdistrict Administrative
Organizations. The structure of the questionnaire was divided into 4 parts topics as

follows:

Part 1. General information about education level, length as a council member,
accessing to information sources, and knowledge on ecotourism promotion of council
member of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations. The characteristics of
questionnaire was check list and open ended.

The data of information accessed of council members of Subdisiricc Administrative
Organizations on ecotourism had sources from mass media personal media. There were 9
sources. They were able to choose more than one source for answering.

Part 2. Questionnaire contained statements on the different features of vision for
council members of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations to answer, and were open
ended for respondent to express their vision freely.

The questionnaire contained statements of four forms of vision, and each vision
expressed intentions and desirable practices that council members wished to implement.

The first vision from council members of Subdistrict Administrative
Organizations was for ecotourism promotion to aim at beauty, modernity, and
development of buildings and facilities at tourism site.

The second form from council members of Subdistrict Administrative
Organizations was for ecotourism promotion to aim at the requirement of information
centers at tourism sites to provide up-to-date information at both the local and

provincial levels.
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The third form was for ecotourism promotion to aim at giving a chance to the
private sector to cooperate in supporting, and participating in activities of promotion
and dissemination at the tourism sites.

The fourth form was ecotourism promotion to aim at the requirements of
tourism areas maintaining their natural beauty and requiring it to develop gradually.

If the council members of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations on
ecotourism promotion sclected which form first, and subsequently, it meant each of
council member of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations on ecotourism promotion
expected to see natural tourism sites in the areas developed in that direction or that
aimed, and had intention to implement in order to reach that target finally.

Part 3. Questionnaire contained 20 questions about knowledge on ecotourism
promotion of -council members of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations with

true/false choices. It had the following criteria:

Positive direction Negative direction
Right answer obtained 1 score Right answer obtained 0 score
Wrong answer obtained 0 score Wrong answer obtained 1 score

The positive direction statements were question number 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, 13,
14,15, 18 and 19.
The negative direction statements were question number 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 16, 17
and 20.
To classify the scores of knowledge on ecotourism, it was divided into 3 levels:
low, moderate, and high level.
0- 11 scores meant low level
12-14 scores meant moderate level
15-20 score and higher meant high level

Determination of Tool Efficiency

The researcher brought the constructed tool to consult with thesis committee and
experts to examine and to improve so as to be clearer and have more content and
structure validity. Afterward, the improved questionnaire was tried out on 30 council

members of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations, Amphur Pakplee, Nakornnayok
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Province, particularly, Tambon and village that held the ecotourism. Subsequently, the

reliability of the questionnaire was determined as follows:

To determine the efficiency of knowledge measures on ecotourism, each item
was analyzed to determine ease/difficulty, and discriminate power via 25% technique of
Yamane, Taro (1967), and questions that had ease/difficulty value between 0.2-0.8, and
discriminate power start with 0.2 were selected. Therefore, 20 qualified questions were
selected to use for measurement. The internal consistency was determined via formula
KR-20, achieving a result equaled to 0.87.

Data Analysis

After data collection had been done, it was implemented as follows:
1. The questionnaires were gathered and examined for completeness.
. 2. The code book was constructed.
3. The questionnaires were checked to give the score. The data and keys were
recoded into the program SPSS.
4. Data was analyzed with computer through SPSS program.

Statistics were employed for data analysis

1. The characteristics of personal data of sample group were calculated by
SPSS program. The statistics used to analyze were descriptive statistics in terms of
frequency distribution and percentage; it was presented in tables and descriptions.

2. The visions towards ecotourism promotion of council member of Subdistrict
Administrative Organizations were calculated by SPSS program. The statistics used to
analyze were descriptive statistics in terms of frequency distribution, percentage,
means, and standard deviation; it was presented in tables and descriptions.

3. The correlation between dependent variables and independent variable

(vision) were calculated by Chi-square test
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4. Data on problems and obstacles of ecotourism promotion of council
members of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations in term of percentage and mode;
it was presented in tables and descriptions.

5. The frequency distribution of respondents was grouped in each topic and

presented in tables and descriptions.

RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS

General Information

Most council members of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations were born in
Nakornnayok, and they graduated at lower secondary school level. The youngest
council member was 28 years old, the oldest 81 years old. The average age was 45.5
years. Most of them were aged between 31-50 years. The majority were merchants and
farmers. The council members had no other social status in the community. If they had
social positions, the main social status was being a member of the committee of
community fund. The majority held council member positions for 2 years at Subdistrict
Administrative Organization.

Council members of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations’ accessed to
sources of information on ecotourism promotion included newspaper, television, and

radio.

Vision of Council Members of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations
The majority of council members of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations
agreed with the fourth form, first form, and second form, in that order. No council

member agreed with the third form, and no one proposed the other vision form.

Knowledge on Ecotourism Promotion

The main council members of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations
answered about knowledge on ecotourism promotion correctly. The top five items that
the council members of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations chose included
ecotourism was the new alternative of tourism to be chosen for tourism development

and environmental conservation at tourism site in the same time (99.2%). Secondly,
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council members and local people who lived near tourism sites as area owner should
construct good paradigms via knowledge given, understanding built, and awareness
raised on environmental conservation to tourists or visitors and holding activities, and
training to target group that involved local tourism was one part of ecotourism
promotion equally (97.6%). Subsequently, the local people were able to gain benefit
from selling souvenirs made of local material without the destruction of nature and
environment (96.8%), and local communities that surround tourism sites should have a
chance to participate in the management of ecotourism activities (94.4%).

The knowledge score on ecotourism of council members of Subdistrict
Administrative Organizations was 16, with the minimum score being 9 and the mean
score was 12.26. The mean score was used to classify knowledge level into three
groups. The majority of members were in the moderate level (81.7%), and the low level
and the high level were 13.5% and 4.8% respectively.

Testing the Hypothesis

Analysis of the correlation between independent variables such as education
level, length as council member, knowledge on ecotourism promotion, information
received on ecotourism and vision towards ecotourism promotion of council members
of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations (dependent variables) were tested by Chi-
square test in order to test the correlation. It coud be concluded that the variables of
education level, length as council member, knowledge on ecotourism promotion,
information received on ecotourism had no correlation to vision towards ecotourism
promotion of council members of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations at
statistically significant level of 0.05.

The problems and obstacles on ecotourism promotion of council members of
Subdistrict Administrative Organizations were as follows:

(1) Ecotourism promotion lacked a supporting budget from the sector of
both provincial level and local level.

(2) Lack of proper campaign holding and ecotourism dissemination; it
was emphasized on the recreation sites, and entertainment.

(3) Lack of people with the intelligence and capacity to be trained in

order to have correct knowledge as the principles of academics on ecotourism.
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Recommendations from this Research

1. From the research, it was found that council members of Subdistrict
Administrative Organizations still had no proper knowledge on ecotourism; most
council members still did not know that sustainable tourism was not whole-year tourism
but means tourism that maintains the environment and ecosystem of tourism sites to be
used eternally, or ecotourism was unnecessary to pay attention on fundamental structure
development, but for tourists to view the nature conveniently, and tourism in the style
of value added to nature, culture, and tradition of community. Therefore, ecotourism
management was in the form of sustainable management in all approaches as economic,
social, cultural, and environmental. In addition, tourism was knowledge given to all
stakeholders such as tourists, people who looked after tourism site, local tourism
entrepreneurs, and local people in the tourism sites. Hence, it should give knowledge on
ecotourism to council members properly because they were the leaders of community.
If they had improper knowledge, it would result in possessing wrong concepts on the
maintenance and development of ecotourism site. The researcher had the opinion that it
was urgent for related agencies, particularly the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT),
to take action through holding training courses for council members on knowledge
about ecotourism.

2. Besides the problem in the lack of correct knowledge of council members, the
officers of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations, and tourists were still lacking
knowledge and understanding on ecotourism. The Subdistrict Administrative
Organizations in the area should cooperate to the office of Nakornnayok Province and
TAT to place the system of knowledge for the mentioned topics. It should develop
guide books to give knowledge on ecotourism for tourists in the area specifically.
Moreover, it should set a budget to support various activities in the area. The council
members and members of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations should set
development plans of tourism sites via emphasis on the issues of content of the fourth
form of vision that most of the council member had expected to be the guideline to

implement to reach the goal.
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3. The opinion on vision towards ecotourism promotion could be concluded that
if there was requirement of ecotourism promotion in Nakornnayok Province to be
successful, it must be implemented as the following strategies.

Strategy of Knowledge given: It was done through the knowledge given
on ecotourism to tourists, local people in the area, and council members of Subdistrict
Administrative Organizations.

Strategy of Public Relation: It was emphasized on the public relation
by the means of information dissemination of ecotourism via different media such as
radio, television, and documents and leaflets, which the information service centers for
tourists should include. It should set the cooperating network of benefits in areas in
order to connect the information of public relation in the same direction.

Strategy of Participation: It should be promoted by the local people
and council members of Subdistrict Administrative Organizations in the area in all
phrases of participation, thinking, and doing together, and donate the money, making
decision together on every activity on ecotourism.

Strategy of Monitoring: It should be held together in order to be used
as a mechanism to control the management of natural resources in aspects of local
tourism together and to be able to control the performance transparently and
accountably.

Strategy of Development: It should promote the natural tourism sites in
local community to be developed via emphasis on gradual, natural, and sustainable

development.

Recommendations for the Further Researches

1. There should be a study on the management system of ecotourism via
collaboration among Subdistrict Administrative Organizations in the same tourism site.

2. There should be participation in ecotourism management.

3. There should be a study on knowledge on ecotourism of local people in the
ecotourism site in Nakornnayok Province.

4. There should be a study on the roles of ecotourism management of Subdistrict

Administrative Organizations.



