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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were education for tourists’ awareness and
various factors that influence tourists’ realizations in terms of the conservation of
fireflies, including studying problems, obstacles, and counsel related to the awareness
of fireflies’ conservation. This education was combined with a survey and qualitative
research from a sample group which was 400 Thai tourists who were over eighteen
years old and who were visiting Amphawa Floating Market in Samut Songkram
province. For this research, questionnaires were used for collecting data, and the data
was analyzed by percentages, means, standard deviations, minima, maxima, t-tests and
One - way ANOVA.

The research results revealed that the sample group had awareness of
firefly conservation at a medium level. The factors that influenced the sample group’s
awareness were the conservation value and knowledge received about fireflies’
conservation at the Amphawa Floating Market in Samut Songkram province. The
statistical significance of all the findings was at (p < 0.001); the important problems
and obstacles were the tourists’ behaviors which were not appropriate, for instance,
using a flashlight while watching fireflies, using a flash from a camera, catching
fireflies, or not having an understanding and lack of knowledge regarding awareness
of the conservation of fireflies.

The recommendations from this research are as follows: corporations or
any people concerned with these dilemmas ought to provide public knowledge and
information about the value of fireflies to tourists for building up their awareness,
realization and accurate comprehension by using media, for example, television, radio,
newspapers, brochures, etc., or by sharing this information with their friends and
relations via the Internet and websites, as well as with people who are involved in the
government sector and private sector, to take part in promoting awareness among
tourists concerning the conservation of the firefly. In addition, these procedures
should proceed immediately for sustainable firefly conservation.

KEY WORDS: AWARENESS /CONSERVATION OF FIREFLIES /
AMPHAWA FLOATING MARKET
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