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ABSTRACT

Wetlands are vital ecosystems on the Earth because of their functions and their
benefits. Don Hoi Lot, the third Ramsar site, is one of the most important wetlands in
Thailand but at the present time is continuously declining. Therefore, the objectives of
this study are (1) to investigate the situation and problems that have impacted on the
wetland ecosystem and tourism; (2) to understand the management of Sub — district
Administrative Organization; and (3) to explore the factors that influence tourism
management at Don Hoi Lot (Ramsar site), Samut Songkhram province.

The participatory approach, particularly Rapid Rural Appraisal, was used for
verification of the management practices of SAO. The structured questionnaire was
also used as the instrument for quantitative research. The statistical tools employed
for data analyzed were percentage, one sample T—test, T—test and chi-square. Also,
checklist analysis and matrix ranking were applied for analyzing qualitative data after
all PESTLE analysis was conducted at the last stage to identify the management
factors.

The research found that the environment and tourism resources, economic
especially the ecotourism market, politics and their management overall were
important factors to consider for improving wetland tourism. However, the core of
sustainable tourism management is the local participation in decision making,
planning and management, which would result in wetland tourism management at
Don Hoi Lot being sustainably and wisely used.
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