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ABSTRACT

The research was conducted as the survey research using guestionnaires as
the tool to collect fundamental tourism resources and service data to develop the
Community-Ecotourism route network (Mukdahan, Amnat Charoen, Ubon
Ratchathani) and evaluate the appropriateness of this network. Data were collected
from 24 officers from the District Administration Organization and 176 tourists in
the research areas before compiling results for the development of Community-
Ecotourism route network on the Lower of The Mekong River. The results were
again evaluated for the appropriateness of such Community-Ecotourism network
by the 24 officers from the District Administration Organization, 2 officers from
each of the Tourism Authority of Thailand, North-East Region Areas 2 and 4, and
2 representatives each from Pa Tam National Park and Mukdahan National Park.

The results of this research suggested that tourism resources in the research
areas were capable of supporting the demand in public utility and tour based. It
has contained 81 tour based and it could develop a Community-Ecotourism
network on the Lower of The Mekong River that presented in a handbook. It
contained 4 tourism routes: the tour program during rainy season route, ending
rainfall-beginning winter 1 route, the tour program during ending rainfall-
beginning winter 2 routes, and tour programs during winter-summer. Each route is
appropriated for the season, and evaluation results. Overall results also indicated
the appropriateness of the Community-Ecotourism network on the Lower of The
Mekong River that was measured at medium level.

This research has provided valuable insights to prepare tourism resources in
the research areas ready for the tourists though public relations, availability of
tourism information on specific tour based along the Lower Mekong River and
connecting information with the neighboring countries to become the popular tour
based among them.

KEY WORDS : TOURISM RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT/ COMMUNITY-
ECOTOURISM ROUTE NETWORK DEVELOPMENT/ THE
LOWER OF THE MEKONG RIVER
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Historical Background and Problems Significance
1.1.1 Historical Background

Thailand has been the front line country in the tourism industry within Asia
region and next to China. Tourism was the most significant economic branch to
generate tremendous annual income for the country. In the year 2004 alone, tourism
has brought the country 322,300 baht from approximately million Thai tourists (www.
Tourism.go.th). According to the National Economic and Social Planning, 9" edition
published prior year, it had estimated at least 14 million tourists visiting Thailand.
The average expansion rate of international tourists expected to reach 7% per year.
For Thai tourism, in 2006 estimation could be as high as 59 persons a year
(www.tat.or.th). Tourism was the economic section to spread income all over regions
in the country due to the use of country natural resources to create services in order to
link widely with other sectors, such as Hotel Industry as well as Transportation
(Office of the Research Support, 2003). Therefore, Thailand Tourism policies of 2004
had emphasized on the development of tourism to lead the country toward being the

Tourism Hub of Asia Region (Tourism Authority of Thailand).

Currently, most nature tour in the Nation Park were arranged in such a way as to
respond to the need of the tourists seeking information about that based, starting from
Ecosystem to rare fauna and flora or near extinction including the conservation issues,
such as, lost of forest resources, illegal hunting ( Surachet Chetmas and Dachanee
Aimpun, 1995). Such tour was coincided with Ecotourism since one of the standard
concept of the Ecotourism involved with presenting comprehensive knowledge and

building awareness in nature and environmental conservation among the tourists.
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Ecotourism had been accepted in most countries as sustainable tour (Datchanee

Aimpun and Surachet Chettamas referenced Department of Forestry, 1996).

Few Ecotourism based were maintained by the government division, such as,
Department of Forestry, many based had been under the care of community. Besides,
many communities possessed unique quality that made them become popular
Ecotourism based among the tourists. The relationship between community and
tourism was nothing new. As a matter of fact, various tour resources, not only
beaches, seas, forests and canals but also lifestyles, dresses, striking cultures and rare
traditions had become the strong marketing point of Asia Pacific regions. It also
included the principles of Ecotourism by putting the emphasis on the community
participation and management for full benefit from the sustainable tourism (Usavadee,
2002).

North Eastern region (Isan) was considered as the region with diversified natural
resources, such as, adventure tour sites or nature study tour based as well as historical
and traditional tour based. However, the tour capacity of North Eastern region was
unable to support the expansion of tourism to generate high income. Therefore,
revenue generated from tourism was still at low level as compared to other region
(Office of the Research Support, 2003).

Mekong River was considered as one of the most important river of the world
that flow through different countries in Asia and Indochina combined with history and
culture of many tribes and communities along the basin of Mekong River. These
countries, such as, Thailand, Laos, South China, Myanmar, Cambodia including
Vietnam had bonded with Mekong River for many generations until it became the
center of diversify cultures as the essential natural resources of countries along the
basin of Mekong River. The government of Thailand with the advantages above other
countries in the same region has developed the policies for utilizing the natural
resources in tourism as the raw materials for tourism industry. The capabilities of

tourist sites of the cities along the lower Mekong River with varieties of natural tourist
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sites, archeological and historical sites as well as cultural and traditional festivals
were the interesting events for the tourists both Thais and foreigners. Therefore,
tourism promotion among the cities located along the Lower Mekong River, such as,
Mukdahan, Amnat Charoen,Ubon Ratchathani were directed for the development of
Isan tourism industry and Thailand as the Tourism Hub of this region and also
Gateway to Indo China. The basin of Mekong River was capable of lay down the
strong foundation of Thailand Tourism industry leading toward international level,

helping to generate income for local people, reducing the migration (Sompong, 2004).

1.1.2 Problems Significance

Currently, many tourists who traveled to Thailand had never been visited Isan
region even though the tour resources of this region were second to none, partly
because of lacking publicity in tour based and tourism itself and limited tour styles.
Therefore, the diversify tour styles in Isan region as to promote tourism were

considered significant for problems solving directly.

Water travel or using water tour resources, especially Mekong River had been an
interesting tour point due to diversify tour resources along Mekong River including
nature, culture, tradition, religion, lifestyles and local wisdom as well as the physical
attraction due to being the point of sunrise in Thailand before any provinces along the
Mekong River. This place could be developed into the tourist attraction according to
the boat tour program. Sending messages and presenting these resources as well as
connecting these resources through the network for the tourists to visit conveniently
had led to the development of tour industry of Isan region for the optimum use of the
developed resource capabilities. Therefore, it was utmost important to study the tour

routes within this area.
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The following issues had influenced this research:

1. Within the community, the Local Administrative organization was absence of
information management system for tourism easily understandable by the personnel
as the basic information in the development of tourism industry in the responsible and
nearby areas. Moreover, the Local Administrative Organization had been operated
without network tourism that concentrated on Mekong River. Currently, the main
concerned on tourism has relied only on tourism types of each Province.

2. Dissemination of knowledge was unavailable for the tourists, especially in the
tour areas where there has not been practiced sustainable tourism or Ecotourism. It
was considered as the tourism helping to raise awareness among the tourists on the
value of tourism resources, encouraging them to maintain good environment for
sustainable usage from natural, environmental tour based as well as local tradition.

3.Most available tour based were unable to find the strong selling point to make
the tourist revisited because of lacking activities or tourism varieties.

4. Without connection between tour based in the Lower Isan and Laos, Kwang
Jumpasak was the proper tour based by having Ubon Rat Chathani as the center for

tourism in the region.

From the above-mentioned problems, the study research to develop community
Ecotourism network route was needed to solve the problem and promote tourism
industry along Lower Mekong Riverbanks. It has become another way to disseminate
knowledge among tourists before visiting different tour based that presented variety
tours and a corridor for tourism in Indochina Region, leading toward the development

of tourism in Lower Isan Region and the country.
1.2 Conceptual Framework Explanation
Communities adjacent to Mekong River had conducted their lifestyles differently

based on diversify occupation, social and culture. However, the similarity lied within

the use of natural resources and environment in the community for generations as
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being called *“ Eco Community”. Therefore, such community was able to design new
tourism “Rural & Community Based Eco tourism” from the community participation
and cooperation. The community administrative agency could arrange the community

tourism network by having Mekong River as the community center for cooperation.

Figure 1-1 Conceptual Framework

The Community-Eco tourism Route Network
Development on the Lower of the Mekong River

A 4
A A 4 A 4 A
General Conditions Tourism Resources Tourism Market Tourism Readiness
-Physical -Nature -Tourists Number -Structural
-Economy -History/Religious and Sources Foundation
-Social/Population -Cultures/Activities -Tourist Structure -Conveniences
-Society - Man Made -Tour Types
\4 A 4 A 4 A 4
Procedures for Studied and analyzed data to build Brainstorm ideas from
entering the neighbor Rural & Community Based communities and
countries | Eco tourism < agencies in the study
" areas
A 4
1. National Policy/Aim Assessment of Rural & Community Based Eco
2. Provincial Group Planning tourism Network by the Experts
3. Provincial Planning v
4. District Planning Rural & Community Based Eco tourism
5.

Administrative Sub District Network of the Lower Mekong River

planning
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1.3 Study Objectives

1. To study, explore, collect, analyze and categorize standard data of tourism
resources and services in the tourism industry both public and private sectors.

2. To study, design, formulate the manual for the Community-Ecotourism Route
Network of Lower Mekong River.

3. To evaluate the appropriateness of the Community-Ecotourism Route Network of

Lower Mekong River
1.4 Scope of the Study
1.4.1 Scope of the Study Areas

The study area for formulation of Community Ecotourism Network Route along
Lower Mekong River consisted of 3 Provinces, Mukdaharn Province, Amnat Charoen
Province and Ubon Rat Chathani Province (Hlustration in figure 1-1). Since the areas
of all three Provinces have been part of the Emerald Triangle which consisted of
Ubon Rat Chathani Province, Amhat Charoen Province and Mukdaharn Province,
there was high possibility of future development through the tourism network with
neighboring countries with interesting tour based. Also, this study area has been
named the gateway to Indochina with own interesting tour based. The researcher
would conduct the study in the specific tour based under the responsibility of the Sub
District Administration, Sub District and City Municipality adjacent to the area along
Mekong River starting from the 2" bridge across Mekong River until reaching

Songsee River, Kong Jiam District, Ubon Rat Thani Province.
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1.4.1.1 Local Administrative Organization

(1) The Local Administrative Area at Provincial level, such as, Provincial
Administrative Organization of Mukdaharn, Amnat Charoen and Ubon Rat Chathani
Provinces.Urban Area consisted of area under the supervision of City Municipality
and Sub District Municipality along the bank of Mekong River in 3 Provinces,
starting from the 2" bridge across Mekong River at Mukdaharn Province until
reaching Songsee River, Ubon Ratchathani Province. There has been Mukdaharn City
Municipality, Mukdahan Province and Don Tan Sub District Municipality, Don Tan
District, Mukdaharn Province, Chanuman Sub District Municipality, Chanuman
District, Amnat Charoen Province, Kemmarat Sub District Municipality, Kemmarat
District and Ta Dan Sub District Municipality, Kong Jiam District, Ubon Rat
Chathani Province.

(2) Local Community areas that had been announced as under the
supervision of the Local Administrative Organization. The areas was adjacent to
Lower Mekong River, starting from the 2" bridge across Mekong River at Mukdahan
Province until reaching Songsee River, Ubon Rat Thani Province with many natural,
historical, religious, cultural, traditional, games, local wisdom as well as man-made

tour based.
1.4.1.2 Tourism Resources

(1) Natural Tourism Resources that had been created by nature with
beautiful scenery attracted to the tourists, such as, mountains, caves, waterfalls, rocks
variety, scenic views including the reservation areas of the National Park.

(2) Tourism Resources associated with history, ancient monuments, ancient
artifacts, museums, religious monuments and significant historical communities.

(3) Cultural, traditional, life activities and local wisdom tour based, such as,
significance games, local uniqueness, traditional boat racing, local lifestyles and

living conditions.
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(4) Man-made tourism resources that had been arranged for human

recreation, such as, dams, reservoirs and public parks.
1.4.2 Population

1.4.2.1 Public sector representatives came from the Local Administrative
Organization, the Local and City Municipality, the National Park of Mukdahan, the
Pa Tam National Park and the Tourism Authority of Thailand, Northeast Area 2.

1.4.2.2 Private Tourism Business Operators, such as, Tour Business Hotel
Business Owners, Air-conditioning Bus Owners, Cruise Business Owners in Mekong
Riverbanks area.

1.4.2.3 Thai tourists over 15 years old, both male and female, who came to
the study area at the Visitor Information Center.

1.4.2.4 Studied during winter (November-January)

1.5 Operation Definition

Lower Mekong River or the study area is referring to the study of the area to
formulate Community Ecotourism network route along Lower Mekong River, mainly
areas of Mukdahan Province, Amnat Charoen Province and Ubon Ratchathani
Province. The researcher had conducted the study in specific area along Mekong
Riverbanks, starting from the area where the 2" bridge across Mekong River at
Mukdahan was built until reaching the area near Songsee River, Kong Jiam District,

Ubon Ratchathani Province.

Community Based Ecotourism is referring to travel to different tour based to see
nature, culture, tradition, religion, ancient monuments, lifestyles and local wisdom
within the Community Ecotourism network route along Lower Mekong River with

community participation in the tourism management.
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Community Based Ecotourism Network Route is referring to the network route
formulated for Community Based Ecotourism Network of Lower Mekong River. It
consisted of the map showing the route connecting to the tour based in the studying
area, land and water, Tourism plan in the studying areas suitable for the traveling

period of the tourists, conveniences in the tour based.

1.6 Advantages

1. Received Ecotourism network route along Lower Mekong River (Mukdahan,
Amnat Charoen and Ubon Ratchathani)

2. Increased the design for Ecotourism Management by cruising along Lower
Mekong Riverbanks

3. Increased alternative in tourism along the bank of Mekong River.

4. Promoted knowledge and understanding to raise good consciousness toward
nature and local culture along the bank of Lower Mekong River.

5. Tourism routes in Thailand and passage to neighboring countries, Laos and
Cambodia, around the Emerald Triangle.
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CHAPTER 2
LITERATURE REVIEW

Regarding the research study to develop the network for Rural and Community
Based Tourism in cooperation with the community, the researcher had based on the
concepts, principles and theories of many documents and related research as the

conceptual framework covered the following areas:

2.1 Principles and concept of tourism
2.1.1 Ecotourism
2.1.2 Rural & Community Based Tourism
2.2 Related Laws
2.3 General Information and Community of Mekong River
2.4 Related Research
2.5 Review of Related Research

2.6 Discussion of Related Literatures

2.1 Principles and concept of tourism

2.1.1 Principle of Ecotourism

Ecotourism was the mixed words between Ecology and Tourism. Besides, in the
tourism industry, it has been called “Nature Tourism” or “Biotourism” or “Green
Tourism” quite often to reveal another form of sustainable tourism. From the Globe
Conference of 1990 at Canada, sustainable tourism was defined as “Current
development to serve the need of the tourist and the locals through protection and
preservation of next generation including resources management to response for
demand in economic, social and beautiful scenery. At the same time, the unique

culture and ecological system must be maintained.” The most important feature has
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been the tourism under the limited capability of nature as well as being realized the
value of people, community, traditional culture placed upon the tourism system.
Besides, people from all walks of life should receive economic rewarded equally from
tourism that was directed toward the need of the local community and community in

such area (Eber, 1992 referenced Thai Environmental situation, 1996).

Since Ecotourism has been another form of tourism that strictly emphasized on
the maintenance of tour based and resources, especially the ecological system of the
Ecotourism, Conservation Tourism has become an important part of Ecotourism,
leading to the development of Sustainable Tourism. Judging from the current tourism,
the Ecotourism was partially included in every forms of Conservation Tourism
(Project Planning Division, Tourism Authority of Thailand, Tourism supporting
documents, 1997)

2.1.1.1 Definition of Ecotourism

Elizabeth Boo(1991) has defined the meaning as the * Nature tour to benefit
conservation from maintaining the area, creating community or local employment as
well as raising environmental consciousness. According to the Ecotourism Society
(1992), Ecotourism referred to * Visiting natural sites for precise learning of culture,
history and nature without changing or destroying the value of Ecological system. At
the same time, it has helped to create the economic opportunity directly effected the

conservation of natural resources to benefit the local people.

The Tourism Authority of Thailand (1997) has given the meaning of Ecotourism
as touring with conscious to maintain the uniqueness of natural and cultural sites that
connected to the Ecological system in that area. It was done through learning process
together with the concerned parties under the direct participation of local community
in the environmental management and tourism, directing toward building

consciousness for Sustainable Ecological System.
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The Association of Conservation Tourism, 1997 has defined Conservation
Tourism as, “ Touring with purposes to visit the natural area for understanding the
environmental natural culture and history without interfering with the abundant
Ecological system as well as creating economic opportunity for conservation of

natural resources directly benefited the local people”.

In conclusion, Ecological Tourism referred as tourism with conscious toward
Ecological system of both natural and cultural tour based through the local people
involvement in the tourism management in order to obtain full benefit from tourism

directly and indirectly.

2.1.1.2 Principles of Ecotourism

Ecotourism consisted of 5 major principles as the foundation of Ecotourism
(Australian Department of Tourism, 1994, referenced Sopia Sopin, 2001:11) with the
summarized details as follows:

1.Nature-based: Ecotourism relied on nature for conducting activities by
emphasizing on the natural uniqueness in Biological, Physical and Cultural. Natural
Conservation has been the crucial part of planning, developing and managing
Ecotourism.

2.Ecologically Sustainable: Ecotourism should be ecologically sustainable
toward natural environment. The impulse from Ecotourism could help to develop
better quality and raise level of tourism including the production of each country
without any impacts to environment.

3.Environmentally Educative: Education and environmental interpretation
had become essential in the formulation of Ecotourism experiences among the
tourists, leading toward appropriate positive practices for environment through
reinforcing, raising consciousness for conservation. Knowledge from the Ecotourism
has influenced the change in behavior among tourists, community and industry
including the on going maintenance tourism activities in the natural tour based.

Therefore, education was considered an important instrument to manage the area.
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Besides, the interpretation was not only help the tourist to see overall picture of the
environment but also to realize the natural and cultural value of visiting area,
including other issues, such as, resources management.

4.Locally Beneficial: The local people could involve in the management of
Ecotourism including preparation for knowledge and information, providing for
conveniences and different products of Ecotourism that had given social and cultural
benefits as well as income for conservation of resources.

5.Tourist Satisfaction: The satisfaction of tourist from coming in contact
with Ecotourism has been crucial part of Ecotourism Industry. The tourists should

receive equal experiences or beyond expectation from Ecotourism.

2.1.1.3 Key Elements of Ecotourism

The scope of Ecotourism covered 4 key elements (Planning Division of Tourism
Authority of Thailand, 1997:17). Being tourism in Natured-based that possessed the
unique features including cultural and historical sites connecting with the Eco-system
in that area as Sustainable Management for responsibility travel with no or low impact
toward environment. As the learning process that has given the education on
surrounding and tour based Eco-system. Furthermore, increasing knowledge,
experiences and appreciation had raised the proper awareness and consciousness
among the tourists, local people and business owners who concerned with the
involvement of local community for local benefit from generating income for better
living quality and being rewarded for maintaining and managing tour based. Finally,

the local community must be able to effectively control tourism development.

Moreover, Ecotourism contained the following 4 philosophies (Surachet
Chettamas, 1995:27).

1.Ecologically Sensitive that referred to consciousness or responsibility

towards Eco-system of the business proprietors, concerned area divisions, tourists and

concerned tourism industrial in different sections. Therefore, in the management of
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“Ecotourism”, the responsibility or consciousness must be the support component for
the current trend or management process.

2. Low Impact that involved low or least occurrence in contrast with the
current mass tourism with high impact. In order to manage “Ecotourism” for the least
occurrence including limited the number of large conveniences, only to emphasize on
small conveniences enough to harmonize with nature and environment.

3. Education that contained information services to disseminate knowledge
among tourists or visitors, such as, the National Visitor Information Center. It should
provide the nature route for the visitor to walk and enjoy nature, along with
information booklet, for example, manual for animals and birds watching as well as
studying plants growing in the area.

4. Local Benefit that deal with the disbursement of income to local people
by giving them the opportunity to get involved, provide services to the tourists from
lodgings, meals and conveniences to becoming local tour guide, navigator, or
coordinator during their entire visitation. Besides, the local people should also receive

benefit directly and indirectly from tourism.

2.1.1.4 Policies of Ecotourism Development

The Science and Technological Institute of Thailand (Tourism Authority of

Thailand, 1999) studied and planned the Ecotourism policies as such:

1.Ecotourism Development should be control and manage resources to
maintain the same environmental conditions as much as possible. Tourism in the
sensitive and hard to restore areas should be prohibited.

2.Managing Ecotourism should realize the capability of current resources by
arranging proper activities and balancing with the existing activities to avoid the
severe impact to other forms of tourism from altering state of Ecotourism into
integrated tourism, concerning only the benefits.

3.The development of Ecotourism should stress on the development of
education to raise good conscious more in maintaining the Eco-system together than

only in the economic growth and generating income.
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4. The management of Ecotourism must value the people involvement
including participation from the Local Administration in resources management,
services, sharing knowledge and community culture in tourism process as well as
cooperation in planning development or selecting people representative to seat as the
joint committee in every levels.

5. Giving priority to Ecotourism management, especially Sustainable
Tourism development by asking the organizations to clearly specify their roles in
Ecotourism promotion through budgeting, personnel and proper methods.

6.Carefully leading the Ecotourism development plan to these development
plans, Local development planning, Provincial and regional development planning,
including the provision and spreading the budget evenly and sufficiently.

7. Supporting education, research and development evaluation for results in
every angle to set up guidelines for management, problems solving and planning
improvement in careful steps.

8.Setting up the laws for strict control, maintenance and preservation of the
surrounding of tour based through advice, suggestions and building disciplines in
tourism.

9. Preparing code of conduct for the concerned parties as the proper
guidelines toward good participation for the Ecotourism development.

10.Arranging for Ecotourism network both vertical and parallel by

coordinating work to exchange news, information and managing together at all levels.

Therefore, setting up policies of Ecotourism had remained within the appropriate
realm of the country development under the new vision. The policies of Ecotourism
were regarded as the strategic policies for operational guidance to expand the national
tourism policies clearly unique under the direction of national development by
pointing out the dissimilarity from other tourism policies. The aim of this policy has
been the basis for area management and specific activities in different boundaries by
emphasizing at the development of Ecotourism in the following areas:

1.The nature based with the local unique features and cultural based as

related to the Eco-system in the area for managing with conscious in conservation,
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restoration and maintenance of the sustainable Eco-system should be arranged by
concerning with the ability to support.

2. The tourism should be managed as the instrument to build consciousness
in tourism to maintenance the Eco-system as the support for overall natural and social
environment conservation.

3. The cooperation of all concerned parties were required with the same
directions and goals through systematic education, managing with equality and
righteous for the local people including proper tourism process for managing,
operation in Ecotourism business to create the maximum benefits.

4. Creating strong community for the people to maintain good lifestyle and
voluntarily welcome changes.

5. Conveniences and tourism services should be provided in harmony with
resources through maintaining good environment. Managing environment according
to the set standard, maintaining the natural uniqueness and social ways as well as
lectures in tourism would create confidence and safety among the tourists during their
Visits.

6. Encouraging more Ecotourism in Thailand among high-income foreign
tourists and Thai tourists as well, especially youth group and general public and

proper spreading tourists in different tour based.

The policies of developing Ecotourism based on the following policies:

1. Basic Sustainable Development that has considered Ecotourism as one
segment of tourism needed sustainable development.

2.0rganization, management and laws should pay more attention to
Ecotourism by making effective instruments.

3. Resources and Environmental management must be done up to its
maximum capacity.

4. Development of basic structure and tourism services

5. Arranging activities, education and display personal services.

6. People Involvement
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7.Marketing and Touring

8.Investment Promotion

2.1.2 Rural & Community Based Tourism

According to Yuvadee (2001), the Rural & Community Based Tourism was
another form of traveling that has received most attention from concerned parties,
starting from setting up policies to actual practice, such as, tour operators, institutional
experts, community people. The current fever inn rural & Community Based Tourism
appeared not only in Thailand but also in other countries worldwide, from the
developed countries, such as, the United States of America, Canada, New Zealand,
the United Kingdom as well as the developing countries, such as, the Philippines,

Jamaica, South Africa.

Conceptual framework of Rural &Community Based Tourism

Following dimensions represented the conceptual and analysis.

Geographical Dimension
By involving the Geographical Dimension analysis in the Rural & Community
Based Tourism, this type of tourism occurred not only in the rural area but also in the
urban area since urban has been the community meeting place. Both Rural &
Community Tourism when referred to covered the main concept as follows:
1)Ban Kereevong , Nakhon Si Thammarat Province
2)Thonburi Community
3)Viewing Thai Lifestyle at Play Pongpang, Samutsakhon Province
4) Studied of local fishery at Kao Yao District, Phangnga Province

Tourism Activities Dimension
Rural & Community Based Tourism widely involved many activities, starting

from the popular tours, such as, forest walk, bird viewing, scuba diving, animals
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watching, boat rowing as well as activities created especially for each village, for
example, local cuisine, traditional dance, sightseeing village lifestyle.

Major community factor was included when setting up the tourism activities due
to the distinguished natural feature and the unique history of the community.

However, setting up activities must be agreed and cooperated by the community.

Management Dimension

The management of community tourism has placed the value on the community
spirit, preserved the natural beauty, social status and community culture, with broad
management principles and details.

1) Community education as the starting point to make the locals take pride
in their own community, seeing own capability and existence including inspiration for
the need to conserve and self-existence. Community Tourism could arranged for all of
those.

2) Tourism Management services had been conducted in many different
ways, such as, proceeded by the private development organization/ tour operator/
community/ educational institution or mixing organizations. Tourism without specific
form could be adapted with the area, sharing common goal for building community

participation and benefit.

Community Based Ecotourism

Usawadee had summarized the Community Based Ecotourism statement during
the international seminar in “ Ecotourism for conservation of forest and development
of community” of 1997 at Chiangmai Province as the Ecotourism that mixed between
conserving nature and developing community with the basic foundation of
Ecotourism. Its aim was to give the meaning to local and nearby community for
receiving direct benefit from Ecotourism. Emphasizing on the usage of local products
and services to generate revenues from Ecotourism only for the country owned

tourism resources. Therefore, tourism management by the community has been given
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the opportunity for the community to participate in planning tourism and also created
the learning process of planning resources management and decentralized the decision
power by directing toward the meaning of natural environmental management along
with the community development.

Community based Ecotourism referred to tourism that was owned and managed
by community, mainly concerned with natural resources, income from tourism
business and spending for better living. In another words, it represented the
connection between business conservation and community development. According
to Uraiwan and Datchanee (2001), Community based Ecotourism was the Ecotour
business arranged and owned by the community including maintained and managed
tourism resources to generate income for better living quality of the community

members in the following 3 dimensions.

1. Tourism Resources: Concentrated on making natural, history and
cultural tourism as part of tourist attraction rather than clearing the area for
conveniences. If the tourism resource was not the community property, permission
from the owner or responsible person must be obtained.

2. Community: Community Ecotourism must come from the community
need not only income from tourism but also the desire to make community tourism
happened. Community must be ready to administer with the plan leading to practice.
The community people must possess skills in managing tourism including the
standard for evaluation, preventive measures and regulations being accepted by the
community with serious participation. Finally, benefit should be spread equally and
return some part to maintain tour based.

3.Tourist: It has been accepted as a marketing part of tourism. The tourist
should gain experiences from learning of nature and culture. Good business tour
promotion had given good results that became valuable experiences for the tourists.

At the same time, the tourists should receive proper services in guarding life and

property.
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David Fennell (1999, referenced Thaipost, 30" January 2004), the tourism expert
of Recreation and Leisure Education at the Block University, Canada who had
searched for the answer by presenting the tourism concept. It has attempted to avoid
the environmental as well as social and community culture exploitation in order to
serve the community for maximum benefit with the least use of technology. The most
crucial element was planning for development of tourism in cooperation with the

community members.

Therefore, fennel presentation was being considered as the new channel of
tourism that weight on the “ Right for Community Management “ by the community
itself in planning, managing as well as learning process in tourism management and
generating revenues from tourism. It has become the crucial point for developing

tourism through

Community Tourism to gain benefit in exchange for the loss of community as

win-win situation between tourists, enterprises, states and community members.

Fenell has given prominent features of community tourism as comprised of 5

elements.

1.Tourism must profit community members family as another way to
generate income from arranging accommodations for the tourists without paying any
commissions. However, the families responsible for arranging accommodations
should be properly trained for readiness to welcome tourists as being part of their
families.

2. Tourism to create overall community benefit, not only building the public
utilities but also upgraded the standard of living for the “Community Members”
instead of the “Tourists”.

3. Tourism should not bring any social, cultural tension to the community
from trying to imitate western civilization, such as, Coca Cola, MacDonald, Mariott in

order to provide conveniences for the tourists. At the same time, it must not take away
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the community members conscious by molding them into that modern trend that
usually led to future social and cultural problems.

4. Tourism must raise awareness among the tourists to respect and protect
environment, social as well as community culture. Therefore, certain type of tourism
disguised as conservation tourism without activities to raise awareness should not be
labeled as real community tourism.

5. Finally, tourism must create good relationship between countries, both
overseas and regions under different cultures. By implication, community tourism
should be able to teach the tourists to respect the Bio diversity and different cultures
in society as well as not seeing anyone either superior or inferior. This has become
reasons for tourists from some countries in the Southeast Asia to visit the neighboring

countries to see the so called “outmoded 30 years ago”.

The Community Based Sustainable Tourism (CBST) was different from
Ecotourism in such a way that the tour direction in CBST was decided by the
community, acting as the owner as well as providers, for example, enabled to support
tourism when the community wanted and refused when unwanted. Thus, tourism
could be defined as tourism that regarding mainly sustainable environment and social
by the community acting as the rightful owner to set up direction and manage the

community as well as create knowledge for the visitors (www.ecotour.in.th).

The relationship between Sustainable Tourism, Ecotourism and Community
Ecotourism

The Science and Technological Institute of Thailand (2001) stated that the
sustainable Tourism was mixed between conservation with tourism in any forms. The
scope of sustainable tourism should cover every elements of tourism by emphasizing
mainly on the development leading toward sustainable as being survived with regular
visitors, attractive tourist resources, lucrative business services without any or least
impacts to natural, social and cultural environment. Therefore, the sustainable in this

case represented the sustainable of resources, community and the tourism market.
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Ecotourism has become part of sustainable tourism since it stressed on nature tour
with historical and cultural elements. The crucial point has not involved ecological
system maintenance and community participation but also the relationship between
Sustainable tourism and Ecotourism as illustrated in the picture 2-1 For Community
Ecotourism was part of Ecotourism to encourage community of being the operation
owner and manager for own beneficial, at the same time maintained the natural

resources.

Figure 2-1 The relationship between Sustainable Tourism, Ecotourism and

Community Ecotourism

Sustainable Tourism

Natural Tourism Cultural Tourism
gL
Relax | Natural \Qltural Display
/ Studies \
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Other Tourism

source : Datchanee, 2002




Waewdaw Nambutr Literature Review / 24

Community Ecotourism Management in Thailand

The current Community Ecotourism Management in Thailand was done by many
projects of different public agencies to promote the Community Tourism
Management. Although many communities had already arranged for Ecotourism,
none of the agency was specifically assigned to look after the Community
Ecotourism. The overall pictures of public agencies and related projects were

presented from the data collection.

1.The Tourism Authority of Thailand has been the public agency to
oversee tourism directly. The Ecotourism policies were set up as operation guidelines
for the overall pictures of Ecotourism Management. At the same time, the National
Ecotourism committee and a subcommittee that included the participated community
members were appointed. The subcommittee was responsible for encouraging the
community members to participate in the Ecotourism process, starting from
development, resources maintenance including the support project for establishing
local community organization and preparing for readiness in Ecotourism. However, it
has been waiting for the cabinet resolution in appointing the National Ecotourism
committee.

2.The Department of Community Development as the agency subjected
to the Defense Ministry had conducted the project “ Tour Villages” in 1997 by
promoting the villages with good quality products to be the tour based for the tourist
to observe the production. However, some communities had used the natural
resources in the area or nearby as the selling point by arranging the nature tour. The
village committee was set up to look after tourism but failed to report whether or not
the income from tourism had returned to community and tourism resources. This
project was started since 1998 with the community targeted in 75 provinces, 1-6
villages per each provinces. Only 108 villages reported back and being audited.

3. The Department of Public Welfare with the assistance from the Hill
Tribes Welfare Division to promote Conservation Tourism among the Hill Tribe

villagers in 13 provinces, 33 villages in 2003. It was intended for the Hill Tribe
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villagers to participate in self-managed resources tourism, meaning culture, tradition,
local wisdom, natural resources, environment and forests, aiming for both resources
conservation and generated income. Currently, there has been the pilot projects in 2
villages by building 3 Hill Tribe Provincial Cultural Center, 33 Hill Tribe Village
Cultural Center and the 16 nursing homes. Although, this project emphasized on the
uniqueness of Hill Tribe Villagers, the location of the Hill Tribe Village had presented
natural resources suitable for turning into tour based. Therefore, it was crossed
between Ecotourism and Cultural Tourism.

4. The Department of Forestry as the division to look after the nation
reserved land and natural tour based with capability that could be major Ecotourism.
Presently, the department of Forestry has given much attention to arrange Ecotourism
in the National Park by involved community in tourism activities. However, strengths
and weaknesses must be evaluated by arranging pilot project of Ecotourism
promotion. As a result, the National Park of Nakorn Ping has combined the effort with
the community participation to arrange Ecotourism at the Community of Ban
Maglang Luang, the National Park, Doi Innthanon.

5. Foundations and Private Development Organizations as another
divisions with outstanding roles in tourism since most of them had already familiar
with the area and close tied to the community. Most community tourism projects were
under the shadow of many organizations, nationally and locally. Findings from the
interview of the nature restoration project that had just separated itself from the
Volunteer Foundation for Society, the on going projects under the promotion had
reduced to 5 projects from 13 projects since the communities were not ready for the
projects. Besides, the forms of tourism mainly directed at seeing lifestyle that mixed
with tradition, culture and natural tour based. If the community had resources capable
of turning into tourism resources, the tour activities would change according to

festivals, traditions and seasons.
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2.2 Related Laws

The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, 2540 B.C

Group 3

Section 46: Individual must join together to establish the traditional community
has the rights to conserve or restore the traditional custom, local wisdom, arts or good
local and national cultures. They are permitted to participate in the management,
maintenance and utilization of natural resources and environment evenly and

sustainable according to the code of law.

Section 56: Individual has the right to cooperate with the government and
community in order to maintain and obtain benefit from natural resources and the Bio
diversity through protection, promotion and preservation of environment to extend
life normally in the safe environment that absence from health, safety and life

hazardous. Such protections are stated as part of the code of law.

Group 5

Section 79: The government must encourage the people to follow the standard of
development in preservation, maintenance and exploitation the natural resources,
including the protection of environmental quality as well as the control and
elimination of pollution that became hazardous to people’s health, safety and quality
of life.

Group 9
Section 290: In order to promote and preserve environmental quality, the Local
Administrative Organization has been given the authority and power to act according

to the laws
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Tourism and Tourist Guide Act of 1992

Section 26: Advertisement for the annual tourism must be accompanied with

documents contained the following information.

(1) Name of the Traveling Business, Location and permit number

(2) Duration of Traveling Services Operation

(3) Price ranges

(4) Type of vehicles using in traveling services

(5) Destinations and accommodations including significant places in
traveling services

(6) Types of accommodations and number of meals provided

Before any documents could be disseminated according to the first sentence, the
tour proprietor must submit 3 documents to the registrar. Any changes in the tour
programs that had already advertise must be immediately notified the concerned
parties and the registrar.

Section 27: During the traveling services, the tour proprietor must provide
services nearly equal to what has been previously agreed and any changes must be
approved from the tourist and the business proprietor must bear expenses from that
change.

Section 52: The executive must decide whether the establishment of the business
registration office in tourism and tourists guide should be set up in which cities and
how much authority to cover which Provinces to be presented to the committee of
Tourism Authority of Thailand for approval. Then, regulations for the registration
office of tourism and tourist guide business shall be set up for that Province including
limitation of its scope and announcement in the Royal Thai Gazette for the
registration office of tourism and tourist guide as a division of Tourism Authority of
Thailand.
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The Act of Sub District Council and the Local Administrative Organization
of 1994

Section 22: The Sub District Council has given the authority to develop Sub
District according to plan, project and budget of the Sub District Council, being able
to suggest the government in administrative duties and Sub District development. The
Sub District Committee must proceed in accordance to Local Administrative laws and

other duties.

Section 23: By the power of laws, the Sub District council had been granted

authorities to do the following:

(1) To arrange water resources for consumption and agriculture

(2) To arrange land and water maintenance

(3) To arrange water drainage and cleaning streets, waterways, walkways,
public places including waste disposals

(4) To protect and maintain natural resources and environment

(5) To maintain and promote citizen occupations

(6) To promote development for females, children, youths, seniors and

handicap persons

Section 66: The Local Administrative Organization had been given the authority

to develop Sub district in economy, social and culture.

Section 67: By the power of laws, the Local Administrative Organization had
been granted authorities to do the following:
(1) To arrange for land and water maintenance
(2) To keep the street, waterways, walkways, public places neat and clean
including waste disposals
(3) To stop and prevent contagious diseases
(4) To prevent public catastrophe

(5) To promote education, religion and culture
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(6) To promote development for females, children, youths, seniors and
handicap persons
(7) To protect and maintain natural resources and environment

(8) To perform duties as specify by laws

Section 68: By the power of laws, the Local Administrative Organization had

been granted authorities to do the following

(1) To arrange water resources for consumption and agriculture

(2) To maintenance electricity and find alternative sources

(3) To arrange and maintain water drainage

(4) To arrange and maintain meeting halls, sport arenas, recreations and
public parks

(5) To arrange and promote agricultural cooperation group

(6) To promote family industrial

(7) To maintain and promote citizen occupation

(8) To protect and keep public assets that belongs to the kingdom

(9) To utilize Local Administrative Assets for maximum benefit

(10) To provide markets, harbors and piers

(11) To conduct commercial activities

Municipality Act of 1952, new addition 2000

Section 50: By the power of laws, the Sub District Municipality had been
granted authorities to do the following:
(1) To keep peace for the general public
(2) To arrange and maintain land and water
(3) To keep the street, waterways, walkways, public places neat and clean
including waste disposals
(4) To stop and prevent contagious diseases

(5) To provide education for the public
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(6) To promote development for females, children, youths, seniors and
handicap persons
(7) To maintain art, tradition, local wisdom and good culture

(8) To perform other municipality duties as specify by laws

2.3 General information of Mekong River and the Communities along Mekong

River

2.3.1 Mekong River

Mekong River was originated from the high plain of Tibet near Tunggula
mountainous range, Qinghai, China. It has flown through Yunan and out of China at
Chiengrong. It has been the borderlines between China and Burma, Burma and Laos
including Thailand and Laos by separating into 2 sections. Upper section divided the
border between Chiangrai Province of Thailand and Kwaeng Bor Kaew of Laos,
flowing into Laos at Huay Sai, Kwaeng Bor Kaew and flowing out at Sanakam
Province, Laos, Kumpang Nakorn Viantiane and becoming the borderline between 6
Provinces, Loei, Nong Khai, Nakhon Phanom, Mukdaharn, Amnat Charoen and Ubon
Rat Chatani of Thailand and Laos at Kumpang Nakorn Vientiane, Kwaeng
Borlikumsai, Kwaeng Kum Mun, Kwaeng Sawannakhet, Kwaeng Salawan and
Kwaeng Jumpasak. From there, it has flown into Laos at another section of Pak Sae,
Kwaeng Jumpasak before flowing out from Laos at Kong Province, Kwaeng
Jumpasak flowing into Cambodia at Stung Treng and flowing out of Cambodia at
Phanom Phen to enter Vietnam before splitting into many rivers as being called
Mekong Delta before flowing into South China Sea with the total length
approximately, 4,880 kilometres ( Jaray Sila:1994: meeting report from the Republic
of China), per the following details:

1.Located in China, approximately 2,130 kilometers
2.Being the borderlines between China and Burma, approximately 31

kilometers
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3.Being the borderlines between Burma and Laos, approximately 234
kilometers

4. Being the borderlines between Thailand and Laos, approximately 955
kilometers

5. Located in Laos, approximately 789 kilometers

6. Located in Cambodia, approximately 490 kilometers

7. Located in Vietnam, approximately 230 kilometers

At present, Mekong River has become the borderlines between Thailand and
Laos that could be separated into 2 sections as previously mentioned. The first section
located in Chiangrai, approximately 25 kilometers long and the second section in
northeast region, starting from Loei Province to Ubon Rat Chathani Province with

approximately 832 kilometers, total 917 kilometers.

The prominent feature of Mekong Rivers has appeared in the steep riverbanks of
both sides with flowing current from north to south all year around. The water levels
between the drought and rainy season were much difference as high as 14 meters. The
flow of water current depended on the seasons, the normal current at 2-12 knot. Along
Mekong River, one could find plenty of small islands or mound or sand dune and rock
islets that increased numbers and size during the drought with only small water trails
as the borderlines. Sometimes, the water continued to recede until becoming a piece

of land adjacent to riverbank on Thailand border.

2.3.2 Lower Mekong River

Topography: Lower Mekong River located at the high plain of Koraj and
Sakolnakorn. It has covered the Isan region of Thailand and the low-lying land of
Southern Laos, surrounded by the Northern and Eastern mountain ranges of Laos,
Petchaboon mountain ranges and Panom mountain ranges in Thailand and Cambodia.
In Thailand, the major branches of Mekong River were the Mool and She Rivers that

covered half of Koraj high plain.
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Climate: The weather was dried due to its topography as high plain. Besides, the
soil was lacking of moisture from not being able to retain water in the ground. The
average rainfall has been 1,000-1,600 millimeters per year. The vegetation consisted
of shrubs, forest woods, grassland and desert areas. The physical problems were water
shortages during drought, flood during rainy season, dryness, saline soil and low
fertility

2.3.3 Communities along Mekong River

Communities founded along Lower Mekong River in the past consisted of 8
tribes, Thai Laos or Thai Isan, Pu Thai, Thai Yor, Kui (Soi), Ka Lor or Kasoo,

Kaseng, Bru, Kula. Details of each tribe described in the 1% appendix A

2.4 Relevant Research

Sophie Sopin (2001) had studied the strategies in Ecotourism promotion through
leaflets, case studies, rapids rafting at Krungching Sub District, Nopitum Branch
District, Nakon Si Thammarat. Research results suggested that the sample group had
difference level of knowledge and attitude from the controlled group, having
statistical significance at 0.05. Factors that effected knowledge level of Ecotourism
and Natural resources and environment of tour based consisted of receiving
information on Ecotourism and numbers in traveling. As for factors influenced
attitude in tourism, they have included traveler’s features, number of travelers and
knowledge of Ecotourism. Association between each factor sent impact towards

knowledge in Ecotourism among the tourists that in turn created positive attitude.

However, knowledge in natural resources and environmental surrounding of tour
based would not create any effect towards attitude. Results from the study suggested
that in order for Ecotourism promotion through leaflets to effectively build up good
attitude, one must put more emphasis on giving proper knowledge and disseminate

information on Ecotourism and knowledge through different media.
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Sompong Thongchai and Associates (2004) had studied tourism status and
service capabilities, tourism industry and analysis including role evaluation, authority,
knowledge, understanding and participation of the Local Administrative Organization
in the Administration and services of tourism industry as well as evaluation of
readiness and presentation of the trends to support readiness in services industry of
the Local Administrative Organization in Mukdahan, Amnat Charoen and Ubon
Ratchathani Provinces.  Results of the study suggested that the development
capability and tourism promotion were different in natural resources factors as the
main reason for difference in operations in the development of public utilities,
conveniences including the government agencies and local enthusiasm to participate
in tourism planning. However, findings had suggested more the readiness for
development from Ubon Ratchathani with reinforcement in public relations for the
city to be well known. Mukdahan Province has been developing different projects for
fundamental infrastructure while Amnat Charoen Province stressed the development

of art and culture, local handicrafts including the existing tour based.

Within the Local Administrative Organization and Municipality, the strong point
of tourism in the area consisted of having both nature and man-made tour based with
the improvement of local merchandises, products and handicrafts to promote tourism.
On the contrary, the weak point appeared in the insufficient numbers of personnel and
their readiness, lacking budget to support development and promote tourism, missing
services to support tourism in quality lodgings, other traveling conveniences. In the
readiness of tourism services, Mostly well prepared in tour based, transportation and

accessibility including the set up of committee to manage tour based.

Suggestions from the research revealed the capability and readiness in
developing areas of Mukdahan, Amnat Charoen and Ubon Ratchathani for tour based.
The development was being planned to connect land tour based along Mekong River
with the neighboring countries based on their own capacity of tourism resources,
nature and man-made, art and culture, ancient monument and religious. It also aimed

at economic development with 3 countries or collaboration within the Emerald
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Triangle by having tourism as the core development for readiness in tourism services

industry.

Science and Technological Institution of Thailand (2000) had prepared the
final report on the operational planning project for developing tourism in the Emerald
Triangle, linking between Thailand, Laos, Cambodia. This report was presented to the
Tourism Authority of Thailand by studying the surrounding areas and planning
tourism policies of the 3 countries. Tourism resources, market as well as fundamental
structures and services, organizations and regulations, planning tourism policies to

link Thailand, Laos, Cambodia could be summarized as follows:

Strong Points: Tourism resources in the area were considered having
unique feature for being the origin of Cambodian’s ancient tradition. Besides, the
wide area had the capacity to support large number of tourists including well-known
and diversified tourism resources.

Weak Points: Lacking of readiness in the fundamental structure and
services including past political conflicts and short traveling duration.

Opportunity: Tourism expansion in the region has been the newest kind of
tourism with the collaboration of 3 countries. Developing 3 countries to be the
tourism centers with the increase in purchasing power among tourists.

Threat: Scattering of tourism resources and differences in political and
administrative systems of all 3 countries including their status equalities that had slow
down their interactions as well as the differences in services and prices, the prestige of
tourism based in the surrounding areas.

From the analysis of strong and weak points, opportunity and threat,

tourism planning could be summarized as total 12 plans and 50 projects.

Kitti Limsakul (1996) had studied tourism promotion between Thailand and
Indochina countries, findings the following tendency for tourism promotion.
1.Relaxed some rules and regulation for aliens and immigrants from

Indochina to conveniently enter and exit Thailand.
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2.Building more access to tour based in Indochina.

3.Cooperated with Indochina to set up regulation in order to protect tourism
resources, especially sustainable preservation of environmental and cultural
surroundings.

4. Collaborated with the government of Indochina through development and
investment to raise administrative level in the hotels, restaurants and souvenir shops.

5. Improved network for convenience in obtaining visas to enter Indochina

to promote individual traveling.

Seksan Youngvanich/Verasak Jaruchainiwat/Sukanya Aimimtum and
Sunee Liewpenvong (2003) had studied management and tourism development
between countries. From the case study of tourism route between northeast region, the

Laos People’s Democratic Republic, Cambodia and Vietnam suggested that most

tourists, who visited the countries along Mekong River, had used Thailand as the
passage to Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam. Traveling in those countries were done by
coaches on the asphalt roads to connect with every major cities so that the tourists
could conveniently travel. Although the northeast region of Thailand has been named
the Gateway to Indochina, it only acted as the passage for the tourists. Therefore, it
was crucial that the responsible parties, both public and private sectors must find new
strategies to promote and develop the northeast region to become the real center for

tourism of Indochina.

Pitsanu Vaiyavut (1999) had studied factors effected decisions of the tourists in
tourism industry, aiming at the study of mixed markets of tourism industry, looking
for marketing features mostly preferred by the foreign visitors. Research results had
indicated in the service areas, most foreign visitors agreed with designated proper
tourism routes, good accommodations, fair price as equal as services. As for selling
outlets, information should be convenience and quickly available. Most tourists
agreed with marketing promotion through leaflets and traveling manuals and
brochures, ticketing and promotion agents. However, the foreign tourists had

recommended price reduction at medium and high prices level. For the publicity, the
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foreigner suggested setting up public relations section to promote good image among

the tourists.

Ningruthai Korponglang (2003) had conducted research in the situation and
process to apply media in tourism industry of the lower northeast region. She founded
that media had been used for promotion in the tourism industry of the lower northeast
region. They were classified as follows: Mass media, such as, radios and televisions.
Specific media, such as, leaflets, posters and traveling manuals, person media, such
as, local populations and tourists guide and activities media, such as, local festivals
and internet, such as, Web site of Tourism Authority of Thailand and Provinces. The
purposes for using media were to motivate tourist and give more information
regarding tourism that usually happened during festival and important events as well

as promote existing tour based.

The process of using media to promote tourism industry in the lower northeast
region was meant for media to change old image and create new one through
television and give information regarding tourism route and tour based through
internet including provide satisfaction through person media. However, Tourism
Authority of Thailand as well as other local agencies including public and private
sectors should play significant role in using media to promote tourism industry in the
lower northeast region. At the same, local agencies should pay more attention to

develop the capacity of new tour based and tour routes to make them well known.

Manus Suwan (1998) had studied the administrative and management projects
on the areas under the supervision of the Local Administrative Organization and the
Sub District Council. Results from the study had indicated that most Local
Administrative Organization was without tour based under their supervision.
Therefore, they had never been practiced administering and managing marketing
tourism. With these reasons, the Local Administrative Organization must strive to
make tour based and services in own area well known among the potential tourists,

both Thais and foreigners, and motivate them to visit more often. Also contacting
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potential tourists to present more tourism products through administrative and
management strategies for tourism marketing formulated by the Local Administrative
Organization. Those marketing strategies were the search to response the need for
tourism among the potential tourists. Somehow, the development of tourism might
satisfy potential tourists and bring in more income to organization and tourism under

the fierce competition and stressful tourism environment.

2.5 Revision of Relevant Research Results

From the study of documents, the tourism personnel of Lower Mekong River had
the capability to support tourism only needed more publicity to make the areas well
known and still lacking of information regarding tour based and tourism routes.
Therefore, the development of media to explain the meaning of nature as the traveling
manual for the tourists to learn before taking the tour would help them better prepare
for the trip and known more of tour based and explanation. Besides, the areas still
needed more cooperation between division responsible for managing tourism

networks with other tour based in the nearby areas.

2.6 Discussion of Relevant Research Results

From the research study and related documents, the tourism promotion in any
areas must accompany by the study of information in that area to be analyzed for

planning area tourism.

It was also true in planning network for Rural and Community Based Tourism in
the Lower Mekong River. Therefore, the researcher had decided to study the
principles of Ecotourism as well as Community Based Tourism in the Lower Mekong
River and general information of Mekong River and communities along Mekong
River including research associated with formulation of the network for Rural and
Community Based Tourism. Findings from the study of information revealed that in
order for the community to properly manage tourism, the community must recognize

many aspects of information from the Local Administrative Organization that was
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willing to support and interact closely between the private and public sectors.
Moreover, the Local Administrative Organization has been considered as the major
division in tourism. According to Sompong and Associates (2004), the Local
Administrative Organization was not ready to manage tourism in many areas.
Therefore, this research would motivate the Local Administrative Organization to
involve more in tourism by extracting value of tourism resources in the area and thus
be able to increase revenue for organization and population. Formulation of the
network for Rural and Community Based Tourism for Lower Mekong River required
principles and information from this literature review to derive at network for Rural
and Community Based Tourism more reliable and widely accepted from the general

public.
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CHAPTER 3
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This research was conducted as the Survey Research to development the network
for Rural and Community Based Ecotourism of the Lower Mekong River from the

following process.

3.1 Preparation by studying the secondary data
3.1.1 Sample areas
3.1.2 Basic information of tour based in the sample areas
3.1.3 Public agencies policies regarding tourism
3.2 Steps for designing research
3.2.1 Random sampling
3.2.2 Instruments for data collection
3.2.3 Research Tools Formulation Methods
3.2.4 The development of tourism network for Rural and Community Based
Ecotourism of the Lower Mekong River.
3.2.5 Quality Analysis of Research Tools
3.3 Step for collection of data
3.4 Step for result compilation and result analysis

3.5 The community-ecotourism

See the details of the Steps for Operation in the study areas in figure 3-1
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Figure 3-1 Steps for Operation
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Steps for Operation

3.1 Preparation for the

3.1.1 Studied areas consisted of 3 Provinces, Mukdaharn, Amnat Charoen
and Ubon Ratchathani, starting from the second bridge across Mekong River at
Mukdahan reaching Songsee River at Kong Jiam District, Ubon Rat Chathani
Province.

3.1.2 Population group consisted of population group of area and population
group of person

3.1.2.1 population group of area consisted of

1) Tourism Resources is (1) Natural resources tourism (2)
Historical/Religious resources tourism (3) Cultural, traditional, local wisdom,
activities, special games, unique local brand souvenir. (4) Man-made resources
tourism

2) local administration in research area consisted of (1)
administration of province such as, administration of Mukdahan province,
administration of Amnat Charoen province and administration of Ubon Ratchathani
province (2) City Municipality such as, Mukdahan Province (3) Sub District
Municipality such as, Don Tan Sub District Municipality, Chanuman Sub District
Municipality, Kemaraj Sub District Municipality and Kong Jiam Sub District
Municipality (4) Sub District Administration (Or Bor Tor) with the following details
( Table 3-1)
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Mukdahan Amnat Charoen Ubon Ratchathani
Sub District District Sub District District Sub District District
Bang Sai Yai | Muang Chanuman Chanuman Kemmaraj Kemmaraj
Nasenuan Muang Koksarn Chanuman | Nawang Kemmaraj
Posai Don Tan Kokong Chanuman Palan Natan
Don Tan Don Tan Natan
SongKon
Samrong
Lawngm
Namtang
Napoglang
Huay Pai
Nong Sang Yai
Kong Jiam
Total Total Total
4 ¢ 12
Grand Total 19

3.1.2.2 population group of person consisted of

1) Representative from the Tourism Authority of Thailand,
Northeast Region, zone 2 and 4
2) Representative from Pa Tam National Park and Mukdahan

National Park

3) Local Administration Representatives in research area

4) Thai tourists, both sexes, over 15 years old, came to the

Indojeen Market at Mukdahan Province and Pha Tam National Park at Ubon

Ratchathani Province
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Primary Field Data Collection consisted of 2 groups

1. Targeted populations who had responded to Questionnaires for primary data
collection were representatives from the Local Administrative Organization in the
research areas and the tourists.

2. Targeted populations who had to the evaluation for developing tourism
network Rural and community Ecotourism of the Lower Mekong River were the
representatives from the Local administrative Organization in the research areas and
the representatives from the Tourism Authority of Thailand, North Region Areas 2 and
areas 4 including representatives from the National Park of Mukdahan, Mukdahan

Province and Pa Tam National Park, Ubon Ratchathani Province.

3.1.3 General Information regarding Tourism along the Mekong River

3.1.3.1 General surrounding of the areas referred to location and
administrative boundary, topography, climate, natural resources, tradition, culture,
believe, games and local sports.
3.1.3.2 Tourism Market consisted of tourism events happened in
research area, such as, number and source of tourists, tourist’s personal data, tourist’s
spending habit, tourist’s traveling channel, tourist’s lodging habit and the updated
tourism map.
3.1.3.3 Readiness in Tourism
(1) Public Sector Tourism Services:
1) Public Utilities and Welfare in the study areas.
2) Tourism services of Public Sector, such as, hospitals, police
station.
3) System for displaying tour direction
4) Lodging for tourists
5) Visitors Information Center
(2) Private Sector:
1) Transportation Service moving cargos including routes and

transportation network within the areas and nearly
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2) Commercial Airlines, Carriers
3) Lodging for the tourists, such as, hotel, resorts, home-stay,
tourist guide and tour services, restaurants, toilets.
3.1.3.4 Tourism Policies Trend of the Public Sector
1) Policies towards National Tourism
2) Development plan for National Tourism
3) Development plan for Municipality
4) Development plan for Sub District
3.1.3.5 Tour bases information of the neighboring countries in the

Emerald Triangle and procedures for crossing the border.
3.2 Research Designing Steps

3.2.1 Random Sampling
In this research, the researcher has designated 2 groups of populations: Research

Areas Populations and Personnel Populations

3.2.1.1 Random Sampling of Research Areas Populations
In this research, the researcher has applied Purposive Sampling with the
research areas populations based on the following rules:
(1) Selecting research areas
1) Selection within 4 types of tour based by having the access
through land and water and situated along the Mekong River able to connect tour
based together. The development areas for tourism network of Community
Ecotourism along the Lower Mekong River were consisted of areas in 3 Provinces,
Mukdahan, Amnat Charoen and Ubon Ratchathani. The researcher would study only
the area along the Mekong River, starting from the 2md bridge across the Mekong
River at Mukdaharn Provinces until Songsee River, Kong Jiam Sub District, Ubon
Ratchatani Province as the procedures to specify areas. Besides, information on tour
based of the Laos People’s Democratic Republic was collected through secondary

sources.
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(1.1) Community Tour Based located in the urban community,
such as, City Municipality, and Sub District Municipality located near the Mekong
River of Mukdaharn, Amnat Charoen and Ubon Rat Chathani starting from the 2"
bridge across the Mekong River at Mukdahan Provinces until Songsee River, Kong
Jiam Sub District, Ubon Ratchatani.

(1.2) Community Tour Based located in the rural community, such
as, community located within the area under the supervision of the Local
Administration Organization that located near the Mekong River of Mukdahan,
Amnat Charoen and Ubon Ratchathani starting from the 2 bridge across the Mekong
River at Mukdahan Provinces until Songsee River, Kong Jiam Sub District, Ubon
Ratchatani and the conservation areas of the National Parks, Parks, Wildlife

Preservations and No-hunting area at the Lower Mekong River.
Details of this research in this sampling:

1. Urban Research Area
(1) City Municipality in the research area
1) City Municipality of Mukdahan
(2) Sub District Municipality in the research area
1) Mukdahan Province
1.1) Don Tan Sub District Municipality, Don Tan Sub
District
2) Amnat Charoen Province
2.1) Chanuman Sub District, Chanuman District
3) Ubon Ratchathani
3.1) Khemmarat Sub District, Khemmarat District
3.2) Ta Dan Sub District, Kong Jiam District

2.Research area in the rural area, such as, the Local Administrative

Organization (see illustration on Table 3-1)
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3.Research are in the conservation area, such as, the National Park of
Mukdahan, Mukdahan Province and Pa Tam National Park, Ubon Ratchathani
Province

4 Man-made objects, such as, the 2™ Bridge across Mekong River

and the Glass Tower, Mukdahan Province

(1.3) Specify tourism area in the map

3.2.1.2 Personal Random Sampling:

Procedures were as follows:
1) Selection from representative of the responsible public
sectors through Purposive Sampling per the following procedures:
1.1) Representative from Pa Tam National Park
1.2) Representatives from the Tourism Authority of Thailand,
Northeast Region Area 2 and Area 4 of Ubon Ratchathani Province and Amnat
Charoen Province and Mukdahan Province, respectively
1.3) Representative from Local Administrative Organization
selected through Purposive Sampling:
(1) Representative from a City Municipality
(2) Representatives from 4 Sub District Municipality
(3) Representatives from 19 Local Administrative
Organization
(4) Sampling Thai tourists over 15 years old, both sexes who
came to visit the research areas at Indochina Market, Mukdaharn Province and Pa
Tam Court, the National park of Pa Tam, Ubol Rat Chatani Province through
Accidental Sampling
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3.2.2. Research Tools

3.2.2.1 Traveling map of the Lower Mekong River had been designed as a
map to specify tour based so that all tour based were connected to each other.
3.2.2.2 Tools to examine list of tour based
3.2.2.3 Questionnaires for survey opinion of the representative from the
community. The questionnaire structures were divided into the 2 parts:
Part 1. Personal Information regarding sexes, ages, educational level,
occupation, monthly income and living duration
Part 2. Tourism Resources Information of the areas under supervision
of the Local Administrative Organization as the basic information to formulate the
network for Rural and Community Based Ecotourism of the Lower Mekong River
Most questionnaires were designed as the Closed-ended Questions and
Open-ended Questions to the opinion survey for the representative of the
community, total 5 questions.
3.2.2.4 Questionnaires to survey tourist’s opinion were designed as two
parts structures.
Part 1. Personal Information regarding sexes, ages, educational level,
occupation, monthly income.
Part 2. Tourism Resources Information of the most preferred Visitor
Information Center and tour based
Most questionnaires were designed as the Closed-ended Questions and
Open-ended Questions to the opinion survey for the representative of the community,

total 27 questions.

3.2.2.5 Evaluation questionnaires on appropriateness of tourism network for
Rural and Community Based Ecotourism of the Lower Mekong River.
Part 1. Personal Information regarding first and last names,
educational background, work position and work place
Part 2. Evaluation of appropriateness of tourism network, such as, the

design of tourism network and the design of connection of tourism network.
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Part 3. Opinion and suggestions
Most questionnaires were designed as the Closed-ended Questions and
Open-ended Questions to the opinion survey for the representative of the

community, total 3 questions.

3.2.3 Research Tools Formulation Methods

In this research, two types of questionnaires were constructed to collect primary
data, first to ask the opinion of the community’s representatives and second for the
tourists. Moreover, there had been some form to evaluate the appropriateness of the
network tourism for Rural and Community Based Ecotourism of the Lower Mekong
River

3.2.3.1 To study relevant theories and literatures on the subject of tourism
from different documents

3.2.3.2 To study current situation of the area, tour based and tourism
services in the research area

3.2.3.3 To formulate questionnaires from the contents provided by the
researcher as questionnaires in different topics to response for research purpose as
specify.

3.2.3.4 The questionnaires were taken to the thesis control committee and
the subject experts to verify and correct for clarity and accuracy as being specified by
the contents.

3.2.3.5 The corrected questionnaires was taken for Pre-test with the
representative of the community and tourists at Nongkai province since its area was
similar to the study area to find the errors in the questionnaires. Later, the
questionnaires were subjected to quality analysis before actual application for data

collection.
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3.2.4 The development of tourism network for Rural and Community Based

Ecotourism of the Lower Mekong River.

Procedures as follows:
3.2.4.1 Studied primary data
1. General studied of the areas from different documents
2. Studied tour based in the research areas
3. Analyzed opinion of the tourists
4. Analyzed opinion of the Local Administrative Organization
3.2.4.2 Setting up purposes and elements of tourism network for Rural and
Community Based Ecotourism of the Lower Mekong River.
1. To make available for the tourists on traveling routes, tour based in
the areas and the designed of tour based connection
2. To provide historical background and significance of the tour based
in the area
3. To announce tourism services and conveniences in the research areas
4. To provide information regarding tourism in the research areas
including the information on neighboring countries and procedures for crossing the
borders.
3.2.4.3 The Development of tourism network for Rural and Community

Based Ecotourism of the Lower Mekong River

The researcher has conducted the development through leaflets for
presentation since they were quite convenience to carry. The leaflets contained
information on traveling maps, tour based, tour programs, boating services,
accommodations, restaurants and telephone number of important places in the
research areas, tourism information of the neighboring countries and procedures for
crossing the border.

3.2.4.4. Further development of tourism network for Rural and Community

Based Ecotourism of the Lower Mekong River.
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For the completion of appropriateness in implementation of the network
development and the validity of the contents, the researcher had further developed the
quality of the tourism network for Rural and Community Based Ecotourism of the
Lower Mekong River.

1. The pilot study was taken to thesis advisor to verify contents,
accuracy and design of the tourism network.

2. After being verified by the thesis advisor, the pilot study was sent to
the 28 officers for further evaluation, 24 officers from the Local Administrative
Organization, 2 officers from Pa Tam National Park, Mukdahan and 2 officers from
the tourism Authority of Thailand, Northeast Region, Area 2 and 4.

3. The researcher made the correction according to the advice of those
officers.

4. The researcher had presented the correct pilot study to the thesis
committee for another verification, ready to be final and complete version of the

network development
3.2.5 Quality Analysis of Research Tools
1) Analysis of Reliability of questionnaires for opinion of the representative

from the community, the need and the tourist information through the Coefficient

Alpha of Cronbach (referenced Boon Thum Kitpreedaborisut 1992: 206-207)

o= n 1 -Zsi’
n-1 st?
Given o = Reliable Coefficient
n = Numbers
si = Each question variable score

The researcher has conducted the survey at Nongkai Province during
November 19™-20", 2004 by using 16 questionnaires to collect opinion of the

representatives from the Local Administrative Organization. Results analysis of the
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reliability test has shown the reliability equal to 0.90. Another data were collected
from the tourists at the bridge across Mekong River, Ta Sadej Market and Wat Luang
Por Phra Sai, total 30 questionnaires, having the reliability at 0.72.

3.3 Data Collection

3.3.1 The actual survey of research areas during November to December
3.3.2 Mailing questionnaires to the government divisions
3.3.3. The actual survey of the Local Administrative Organization in the research

areas and mailing questionnaires to the government divisions

The actual survey of the tourists in the research areas from two tour based,
Indochina Market , Mukdahan Province and Pa Tam Court, the National Park of Pa
Tam, Ubon Ratchathani during the New Year Festival, 30-31 December, 2005.

3.4 Procedures for Results Compilation and Data Analysis

The researcher had collected field data to be arranged for group information.
Later, these information were analyzed through the Computer program SPSS for

windows as described as follows:

3.4.1 Using designed questionnaires to survey opinion of the representatives
from the Local Administrative Organization through Descriptive and Percentage.

3.4.2 Using designed questionnaires to survey opinion of the tourists through
Descriptive and Percentage.

3.4.3 Using designed questionnaires to evaluate appropriateness of the tourism
network based on the opinion of representatives from the Local Administrative
Organization through Descriptive and Percentage and Mean.

3.4.4 Summarized research results and prepared suggestions for further research.
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CHAPTER 4
RESEARCH RESULTS

The community-Ecotourism Route Network Development on the Lower of the
Mekong River from research study follows 3 objective such as, 1) To study, explore,
collect, analyze and categorize standard data of tourism resources and services in the
tourism industry both public and private sectors. 2) To study, design, formulate the
manual for the Community-Ecotourism Route Network on the Lower of the Mekong River.
3) To assess the appropriateness of the Community-Ecotourism Route Network on the Lower

of the Mekong River. Process were presented as follows:

4.1 Result of explore, collect, analyze and categorize standard data of tourism
resources and services in the tourism industry both public and private sectors.

4.1.1 General foundation of the studying areas

4.1.2 Tour based information of studying areas

4.1.3 Tourism sources information of studying areas

4.1.4 Tour based information of the research areas, tour based information
of the neighboring countries and Procedures for crossing border to neighboring
countries

4.1.5 Involvement of policies and development plan with tourism

4.1.6 Opinion of the tourists toward the Community-Ecotourism route
network development on the Lower of the Mekong River.

4.1.7 Opinion of the District Administration ( Town and District
Municipality and Sub District Administration) toward the development of network for
Rural & Community Based Ecotourism of the Lower of the Mekong River.

4.2 Result of the Community-Ecotourism route network development on the
Lower of the Mekong River.
4.3 Result of assess the appropriateness of the Community-Ecotourism Route

Network on the Lower of the Mekong River
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4.1 Result of explore, collect, analyze and categorize standard data of tourism

resources and services in the tourism industry both public and private sectors.

4.1.1 General foundation of the studying areas

The research studying areas was located on the Lower Mekong River, such as,
Mudahan, Amnat Charoen and Ubon Ratchathani ) starting from the construction
point of the second bridge across Mekong River at Bangsai Yai Sub district, Muang
District, Mukdaharn Province, continuing to the south until reaching the meeting
point of Songsee River at Kongjiam Sub district, Kongjiam District, Ubon Rat
Chathani Province. Out of the three Provinces, Ubon Rat Chathani Province has
occupied the most areas of 15,744.9 squaremeters with the total population of
1,792,774. Mukdahan was next Province with 4,339.8 squaremeters and the total
population of 338,721. The smallest Province was AmnatCharoen with 3,161.2
squaremeters with the total population of 211,133.

The geographical features of the studying area were the wavy plains and
sloped down from the East to the Lower East of the cliff area much higher form the

Pu Pan mountain range.

The climate differences were clearly seen in three seasons as, rainfall, winter
and summer. Although rainfall started from May to September, there had been very
little rain during June to July. Winter started from October to January with the

influence of the North-East monsoon and summer from February to May.

4.1.2 Tour based information of studying areas

Data based of tourism of study such as, 1) Tourism market in the Study area and
2) Readiness in tourism of study areas

Tourism market in the Study area in 2003 as compared to 2002 has been
improved with the Thai visitor increased up from increasing conference and seminar

of different divisions in the hotel industry and the communication tourism site for
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visitors while the number of foreign visitors had decreased from the severe impact
caused by the spreading of contagious disease “Sars”

Finding from the readiness in tourism in study areas, Ubon Ratchathani
Provinces that has founded many tour sites, in much varieties and tour activities as
well. Most tour sites had been in good conditions and well known until becoming the
heart of tourism in this region due to their readiness in tourism resources, the basic
infrastructures and conveniences in tourism. Meanwhile, Mukdahan Province has
developed tourism, tour sites, tour activities and conveniences as foundation of
tourism to be the strongest selling point and attract the tourists. Mukdahan had good
potential since the second bridge over Mekong River was built to link with the
neighboring countries. It was hoping to attract many investments in the area,
especially in economy and tourism. As for Amnat Charoen Province, since Amnat
Charoen Province needed more tourism development, especially sanitary and
highlight of tourism site. (See detail tourism sources information in study area in

appendix B)

4.1.3 Tourism sources information of studying areas

Tourism resources in the study area of the Lower River Mekong has presented

varieties of tourism resources in the following four areas:

1. Nature Tour Resources as the natural tour based, such as, Mountains, Caves,
Waterfalls, Scenic views, Parks and National Parks with the breath taking beauty that
had attracted many tourists.

2. Historical, Monumental and Object tour resources with historical significance,
such as, Historical Monuments, Historical Objects, Historical Cases, Museums,
Religious Monuments and Historical significance communities.

3. Cultural, Traditional, Activities, Lifestyles, Local Wisdom, such as, Plays,
Unique Local Image, Traditional Boat Racing, Local Lifestyles,

4. Man-made Tourism Resources as the tour resources that had been developed

and beautified for human consumption, such as, Dams, Reservoirs and Public Parks.
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Results from the study of tourism resources in the study areas could be

summarized into numbers and tourism as illustrated in the Table 4-1

Table 4-1 Types and Tour Based as classified by Provinces in the study areas:

) Types and Tour Based
Province i - Total
Nature History | Culture/Tradition | Man-made
Mukdahan 7 8 6 4 25
Amnat Charoen 7 0 1 0 8
Ubon Ratchathani 33 12 1 2 48
Total 47 20 8 6 81

Source : roster of tourism sources in Northeast of Thailand.

4.1.3.1 Tour Based and Tour Seasons in the study areas

Four tour based in the study areas as previously mentioned, each had

possessed the significance and unique in different ways.

(1) Tour based in Mukdahan Province

1) The Second Bridge over Mekong River at Bang Sai Yai Sub
District, Muang District, currently under the construction, expected to complete in
2006. It has been predicted to be one of the tourist attraction of Mukdahan Province,
leading to Number 9" Route to Sawannakhet Bridge of Laos, enabling to connect
tourism among Indochina countries. Besides, the natural beauty and lifestyles along
both sides of Mekong River helped to promote this area as the future tourist attraction.

2)Indochina Market was located at Sumran Road near Mekong
Riverbank in the Municipality District of Mukdahan as the center for varieties of
merchandise from China, Russia, Vietnam, Laos that has been unloaded from
Sawannakhet across Mekong River to Mukdahan . Furthermore, the handicrafts of
Mukdahan, such as, weaving fabric, Mudmee silk, Praewa Silk, Khit pillow including

varieties of traditional herbs.
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3) Fa Mung Muang Holy Shrine has been the city’s guardian deity of
Mukdahan , also founded the City Pillar that was built in the same time as Mukdahan
Province. A wooden shrine was replaced by a concrete shrine and considered as
Mukdahan’s guardian deity to protect and bring peace to the city.

4)Song Nang Pee Nong Shrine located at Mekong Riverbank near the
inspection point is considered to be the city guardian’s deity along with Fa Mung
Muang Holy Shrine. The people of Mukdahan usually arranged the religious festivals
for Fa Mung Muang and Song Nang Song Pee Nong in the same time during the dark
moon of the 11" of the 6™ month of every year.

5) Wat Sri Mongkol Tai located at Mekong River bank near Sumran
Chai Kong Road in the Indochina market district has house the statue of Buddha as
the guardian of Mukdahan “ Phra Jao Ong Luang” which was built before Mukdahan
with brick, measuring width of 2.2 meters at the lap, height up to the statue top 2
meters. According to the folklore, the stature was discovered by Lord Kinnari during
the town construction. Besides, “Phra Lum Lek” another statue of Buddha made of
steel was founded burying under the soil at the Pho tree, only the statue top shown.

6)Wat Sri Boon Ruaeng has house the statue of Buddha : Phra Put
Sing Song” as the Buddha in “Subduing Mara” (Maravijaya) made of bronze,
measuring width of 1 meter at the lap, height up to the statue top 1.2 meters. Phra Put
Sing Song is considered the oldest and most precious statue of Buddha, guardian of
the town which was installed by Lord Kinnari from Vientiane during the beginning
construction of Mukdahan Province. The bathing of the statue of Buddha was
conducted yearly during the Songkran Festival.

7)“Mukdahan Glass Tower Grandeur Celebration” or *
Mukdahan Glass Tower” in short was built at the base as two stories building with
the shape of ninth square. The first floor exhibited the tools to make living of different
tribes. The second floor was arranged as the Historical Museum of Mukdahan
Province and house the precious town objects, old photos as well as Mukdahan 8
tribes traditional dresses. The sixth floor was the scenic point to view Mukdahan
Province along Mekong River including Suwannakhet District. The seventh floor

located “ Phra Bud Nawaming Mongkol Mukdahan and the statue of Buddha for each
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day of birth so that the merit-makers could pay homage. Mukdahan Glass Tower is
opened daily from 08:00 A.M to 18:00 P.M. Admission fee is 20 baht.

8)Mukdahan National Park as the National Park located most closely
to Mukdahan with the area of 48.5 squarekilometers or 30,312.5 rai. The geographical
area comprised of different mountain ranges connecting each other as wavy line.

9) The high elevation at the end of the mountain ridge Pu Pan that
measured between 170-420 meters was consisted of many adjacent steep hills, such
as, Pu Manorom, Pu Nang Hong, Pu Pa Toeb, Pu Tum Phra, Pu Lak Sae, Pu Rung, Pu
Pang, Pu Kum Mak Mee. The highest peak was the top of Pu Jom Sri. Most forests

consisted of mixed deciduous forest and forest woods.

The most interesting tourist attractions were consisted of the following places.

Toeb Stone Nature Walk or Pu Pa Toeb

10)Toeb Stone Nature Walk or Pu Pa Toeb located in front of the
office of National Park with large rocks in strange shapes that could be imagined as
variety objects. Under the assumption, perhaps this area used to be the earth mountain
that was eroded by the rain and the wind, only remaining as the group of big rocks.
.During the rainy season, many flowers, such as, Ainar, Tienhin and Dusita were
constantly bloomed covering the rock.

11)Mujalin Court was surrounded by the dwarf forest with most
shrub, such as, Stone Urticaceae, Disguise Fairy, Yellow On and the niche of small
plants, for examples, a group of Grass Flowers, Soi Suwanna, Dew, Naw Duen Ha,
Dao Rum Duang, Dusita. During the end of rainy season and the start of winter
season from October to December, these floras would begin to bloom beautifully in
small flowers with different colors of yellow, red, purple, white, covering the rocks.

12)Wang Duen Ha Waterfall is considered as small size waterfall
that originated from the creek flowing through Mujalin Court. It consisted of beautiful
rock root and rock mound.

13)Pu Tam Phra featured as the cliff with open space which
contained many ancient statues of Buddha. It was under the assumption that this area
was the location of an ancient community. At present, only the remain of the wooden

Buddha is founded with unique local features, such as, some were carved as the twin
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Buddha back facing each others. Later, a giant size Buddha was built from bricks in
1972.

14)Pu Manorom with the monastery , and duplicate Buddha footprint
founded on the mountain top and also the point to view beautiful scenery of
Mukdahan, Mekong River, and as far as Kwang Sawannakhet of Laos.

15)Red Palm Cave (Tum Fa Mae Dang) must be navigated by the
volunteer guardian officer since the time for walking last about one and a half hour. It
has featured the wide shack rock with the painting of palms as spraying color around
the palm and red paint on the palm smeared on the cave wall and human pictures.
Under the assumption. the paintings had dated back at least 5,000 years and related to
the ancient rituals.

16)Conservation Villages, Ban Nong Lom, Pho Sai Sub District, Don
Tan District that has been managed by the community with Home stay services, Boat
Cruise, Local traditional show.

17)Mahoratuk Drum at Wat Maschimawas ( Wat Glang) has been
the ancient artifact dated back at least 3,000 years old. It was made of copper as one
side drum with the diameter of 8.5 centimeter. The length of the drum measured 90
centimeters. The front of the drum painted the moon with 14 rays with frogs at four
edges of the drum. At the side of the drum, the picture of the spiritual ship dated back
to 5-6 Buddist Era. Mahoratuk Drum is considered as being the joint culture of
Southeast Asia descendents at 2,000-3,000 years ago, such as, those that the Ka and
Khmer ancient tribes had collected, founded in 1938 at the shore of Mekong River at
Ban Nathan of Laos. It is considered the most gigantic Mahoratuk drum founded in
Thailand.

18)Wat Wenchai Stone Beach with nature breathtaking views of
beach and rapids located along Mekong River.

19)Public Parks along Mekong Riverbanks as the point for viewing
the border of Thailand, able to see Mekong River and Laos Riverbanks as well.

20)The Princess Mother( Vorawat Operational Based)has been the
historical park that Her Royal Highness Somdej Phra Srinagarindra Boromrajajonani
was once resided at the military based for suppress the communist uprising, currently

maintained beautifully with varieties of flowers and nice scenery.
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Beside, tourism sources in Mukdahan, such as, Immigration office, joss house of
Mukdahan, Huay Sing guard of National Park, Huay Sing reservoir and Nang Hong

mountain.

Traditional Festival

21)Combined tradition of Mukdahan tribes, sweet tamarinds
festival at Mekong River was arranged to promote the local products and tourism
between January 9" to January 15" annually in front of the City Hall to carry on and
conserve cultural arts of eight tribes in Mukdahan, such as, Thai Isan, Pu Thai, Ka,
Thai Yoi, Thai Sak and Thai Kula. The activities consisted of procession with local
tribes dancers in tribes traditional dresses, sweet tamarinds contest, Thi Da Pao Thai
beauty contest, small shops and local traditional shows.

22)Traditional Boat Racing to celebrate ending of Buddhist Lent has
been traditional ceremony since ancient. The boat race took place annually in Mekong
River during the end of Buddhist Lent, 13-15 full moon of November. Competition
from speedy boats to beautiful boats, including small, medium and large size boats.
All boats must be rounded dugout boats. Many boats from Laos entered the. Before
the race, there would be a procession along the roads with the procession from
Kwaeng Sawannakhet of Laos. The traditional boat race of Mukdahan received much
attention from people of Mukdahan and nearby provinces including Laotians in
Kwaeng Sawannakhet who crossed Mekong River to participate in the traditional boat

race.

(2) Tour Based in Amnat Charoen Province

Amnat Charoen Provinces located adjacent to Mekong River about 38
kilometers at Chanuman District with average attractive tour based as follows:

1)Beautiful sunset in front of Chanuman District Office with scenic
view along Mekong Riverbanks .

2)Tang Lang Rapids at Sri Somboon Village near the District as the
beautiful natural rapids.

3)Hin Kun Rapids at Ban Hin Kun further from the South of district
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about 13 kilometers as the beautiful natural tour based with the center to sell OTOP
merchandises.

4)Kan Soung Rapids as the Nature Tour Based and the place for
traditional boat race.

5)Tad Yai Waterfall located in the administrative area of Kok Kong,
Local Administrative Organization, hardly known due to inconvenience
transportation.

6)Tad Noi Waterfall is hardly known among the tourists due to
inconvenience transportation.

Traditional Festival

7) The traditional boat racing during November of every year in
front of Chanuman District Office located adjacent to Mekong River. There were
boats from Don Tan District, Mukdaharn Province, Kemmaraj District, Ubon Rat

Chathani and boat from Laos entered the race.

(3)Tour Based in Ubol Rat Chathani

Ubon Ratchathani has been a well known for her exquisite tour based
among the tourists with many interesting places in the study area, historical as well as
nature including the local culture.

1)National Park of Pa Tam located at Huay Pai Sub District, Kong
Jiam District with the area of 140 squarekilometers, approximately 212,500 Rai. It
covered the area of Kongjiam Sri Muangmai District and Phosai District , adjacent to
Laos, having Mekong River to divide the border. Its topography is consisted of high
plain with steep cliffs. Most forests contained forest woods and mixed deciduous
forest. Because of its resources diversity, there have been plenty of tour based in the
area.

2)Pa Tam as part of Pu Pa Kham, a sandstone mountain, located at
the lower Pupan mountain range. It has become a significant tour based with history
and beautiful scenery. It has featured tall and gigantic cliff along Mekong River that
was undermined by the current of Mekong River. As a result, the steep cliff appeared
after the rocks along the riverbanks had collapsed. On the top of Pa Tam, a wide rock

court has become a beautiful scenic point to watch sunrise and sunset, including the
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breathtaking scenery of Mekong River and Laos on the east side. The leaning cliff on
the south side of the rock court has founded over 100 extended paintings, dated
approximately 3,000 years old. It has been considered as the biggest and oldest group
of color painting ever discovered in Thailand. Details of those paintings were still
completed and clearly seen as if they were the record to portray lifestyles and cultures
of pre-historic tribes in this area. Besides, traveling during the end of rainfall and
beginning of winter, the tourists could see plenty of colorful wild flowers blooming
all over the rock court amidst the greenery in the area behind Pu Pakhan.

3)Chaleng Pillars as the natural sculpture resulted from water, sun and
rain continuously eroded for millions of years until those rocks had been carved into
the giant mushroom shapes. The mushroom stems located lower contained the
mixture of sandstone and limestone, with less strength, making them unable to
withstand the erosion as contrast to the upper part which purely made of sandstone.

4)Kok Hin located above Pa Kham is a wide rock court with the
display of giant rocks placing next to each other in a circle. Most archeologists
believed that this place has been the ceremonial place of pre-historic men. So called “
Standing Rocks Ceremony” to reveal the believe in fertility and pay respect to
ancestors, mostly founded in South-East region of Asia.

5) Pa Tam Court is the rock court on Pa Tam extended parallel with
Mekong River over 200 meters. It has been designated as the scenic point to view the
wide area of field and complex mountainous ridges of Laos and Mekong River that
extended further and also being the point to view beautiful sunrise and sunset. When
one stand facing Mekong River, the sun would come up on the left and set on the
right. The best area to view the beautiful sunset situated at the far east of Pa Tam on
the hilltop of Pu Kham with the height approximately 10 meters. The hilltop was not
too steep for a person to climb up.

6)Historical Paintings were painted next to each others under the
cliff. The bridge was constructed along the edge of the cliff for conveniently viewing.
Following a tourist sign from Pa Tam Court, approximately 200 meters, there would
be three major groups of paintings, Pa Kham, Pa Tam, Pa Mon Noi and Pa Mon.
From there, the road would circle to Pa Tam without returning to the same route.

Details of each group paintings were presented as follows:



Waewdaw Nambutr Research Results/ 62

1° Pa Kham located next to Pa Tam by the walking distance of 430
meters. This group of paintings were painted with maroon color. Most paintings were
faded away, hardly recognizable. However, the painting of four big fishes could still
be seen the fish bones inside as well as the sketch of a four legged animals.

2" Pa Kham extended further for 300 meters with a balcony to see the
scenery. Here, the biggest group of painting with the length of 180 meters had been
founded. Mostly were maroon color paintings covered the areas more than 300
pictures including those on the cliff itself.

Most paintings were animals, such as, mother elephant and her baby,
Pla Bug over 4 meters wide and other kinds of animals, for example, cows, dogs,
wolves, string-rays, turtles. Human paintings were small. Some paintings explicitly
revealed male genitals. Besides, over 200 paintings of palms painted by coloring the
palms before laying them flat on the cliff wall to make dark color hands. Some
paintings were done by laying the hands on the cliff wall to spray red color around
them. Furthermore, some paintings were similar to the local fishing tools, so called
“Toom”. Only few scholars assumed that it could be the painting of a person dressed
for the ceremony wearing a triangle hat and a cloak similar to Pee Ta Kon at Laei
Province while some imagined to be the extraterrestrial.

3" Mon Noi Cliff and Mon CIliff located further from Pa Tam 1
kilometer or traveling by automobile from Chaleng Pillars approximately 300 meters
to Royal Pavilion with the walkway down to Mon Cliff and Mon Noi Cliff. At Pa
Mon, there were the sketch similar to a house, paintings of children and adults and
many humans. One particular picture was painted as a female wearing long skirt with
hand on the waist. As for the paintings at Pa Mon which located above the eyes level
were unclearly seen. They were agricultural paintings with two legged animals in the
rice field, having horns as a deer and a man carried a weapon just about to shoot that
animal. It suggested the occupation of this group as fishermen, food growers and
hunters.

7)Flowers Court referred to rock court or moist earth court or near the
creek, such as the back area for camping or along the way to the Royal Pavilion.
During the end of rainfall and beginning of winter, varieties of colorful wild flowers

started to bloom covering the court, such as, purple color Dusita, Sarasjunthorn and
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Tipkasorn, bright yellow color Soi Su Wanna, yellow color Buo grass, Manee Dava
or White Gra Dum Ngen.

8) Soi Sawan Waterfall as the two falls 30 meters high which is
originated from the water of creek” Soi” and “Sae Pai” fallen from the top of the
mountain to meet below. The tourists could view the waterfall from the top at
different angles. Since the cliff that located waterfall has shaped similar to horseshoe,
the opposite side of the waterfall could be another scenery point. If one wishes to
swim, one must walk to the valley down below to the reservoir of clear water under
the shade of the big trees suitable for swimming and being another place to take
beautiful picture.

9) Group of Cotton Weaving Housewives who usually weaving
cotton on the ground floor of one story house from the natural dye color, such as,
purple from Lok Var, yellow from cumin, green from Hu Kwang Leaves, red from
crust. Besides being the plain color clothes, most cotton fabric could be made into
scarves and handbags. The merchandises here had the same price as those sold in the
Visitor Information Center at Pa Tam.

10) Boat Tour along Mekong River: Since most men in the village
were fishermen, almost every households had owned the small long-tailed boats.
Interesting tourists could rent the whole boat, seated 8 persons, to see nature and
lifestyles along Mekong River for 1,000 baht per trip. The best time to arrange the
tour should be the morning with fresh and cool weather. The most popular route has
been Ban Khum-Kong Jiam, Loas Village(Ban Mai), Pak Mool, Kang Ta Na-Ban Ta
Mui-Ban Ta Long, stopped for sightseeing Ban Sura, Laos before returning to the
starting point at Ban Khum.

11) Ban Ta Long Community lived the Bru who were experts in
handicrafts as well as Ban Wien Big. After planting rice fields and cultivation, the
villagers would make different handicrafts in the spare time, such as, bamboo
container for cooked glutinous rice, bamboo steamer and fishes container. Most of
these handicrafts were inexpensive items that could be made into souvenirs or creative
household items, for example, bamboo steamer or fishes container as the lamp shade,

bamboo container for cooked glutinous rice to keep small personal items.
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12) Sang Jun Waterfall has been the most famous waterfall of Pa
Tam that originated from Talung Creek as the small canals extended from Mekong
Rivers. This waterfall has the unique feature of flowing water from the hollow space
of the cliff, being named as the “Waterfall through the hole”.

13) Tung Na Muang Waterfall is a small waterfall located between
the way to Pa Chanadai. One could visit without wasting too much time. However,
there is plenty of water only in the rainy season. In the dry season, one could see only
the rock valley. The Office of Guardian of Pa Tam is located opposite the bank (Kun
Ta Guien), where one could ask for information or advice for the trip and request for
camping area. Since the waterfall originated from the channel to support the water
from the mountain, the water supplies were only available during rainfall. In order to
see the beauty of this waterfall, one should visit at the time when the water was
plenty. It was best to view the waterfall from the top to see the flow of water fell to
the valley below with the depth approximately 20 meters and disappeared completely
into the rock corner. Thus, the villagers had given another name as “ Waterfall
through the hole”.

14) Natam Forest-Pa Chanadai is located on the north of Pa Tam. It
has been one of the most beautiful nature based with steep standing cliff near Mekong
River and rock court full with slanting pillars and rock columns of strange shapes
spreading all over. Most forest contained hard forest and dwarf trees in beautiful
forms. At the end of rainy season and beginning winter, many wildflowers would
bloom covering the rock court which created beautiful forest. Furthermore, it has been
the far east point of the country to the first sunrise in Thailand. Besides Pa Chana Di
that Thai Meteorological Department designated for the first sunrise, many cliffs
located nearer to the East than Pa Chana Di, such as Pa Kumpan, Pa Hin Tak, Pa Ya
Ped as the place to watch the beautiful sunrise also.

15) Boat Cruise along Pakla- Pa Chan with the distance of 20
kilometers and 3 hours round trips. Departure from Ban Pakla, one could see the
concave leaning cliff in different shapes, depended on one vivid imagination,
especially more beautiful during morning when the sunshine hit the cliff. During
October to November, there would be the fishing boats with the fishermen fishing

along Mekong River to see.After the harvest, more than 40 families of fishermen
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would stay in the caves and shacks along the cliff. Some lived in the built-in shacks at
the beach, especially, the area at Huay Pak Lan with many locals lived in the hallow
caves spreading along the cliff. They would turn their catches into dried fishes and
anchovy to store as food supplies for the coming cultivation and migration back to
their farmland. The tourists could experience the local fisherman lifestyle .
Furthermore, the areas looked like giant tray with the design of brain like or sponge
from the undermined current. Pa Ma Vor has become another spot to take picture

since its huge cliff protrude into the River

Tour based at Kong Jiam District , Kong Jiam City has become the
community market tour and nature tour along Mekong River. It is quite interest for

the one who preferred local lifestyles with many interesting tour based.

16) Don Hin Tung Public Park is the point to watch beautiful sunrise
since it has faced Mekong River in the East. In some month, one could see the
sunrise at the middle of the river. From this public park, also see the fishing boat
passed by, some remained ashore, making the enjoyable morning.

17) Cruise along Mekong River - Mool River on the long-tail boats
that wait for the tourists along Mekong River. Cruise should be done in the morning
when the weather is not too hot and nice atmosphere. The cruise route lasted for 1-2
hours with 2 interesting route, one to Laos to visit small village and see their
lifestyles. The most interesting route is rafting through Kang Tana since it has passed
different tour based of Kang Tana, such as, Hi Cave, Rim Mool Waterfall, Kang
Tana, Mool Basin, Songsee River.

18) Kong Jiam Morning Market is a nice place to see the local
morning market, plenty of people, with the female vendors bring seasonal vegetables
and some animals for sale, such as, lizards, frogs, toads, ground lizards, others insects,
fresh fishes from small size, Kayang, Soi to big size weight many kilograms, Taepo
Gudkung and also hard to find in Bangkok, Ma and Nae Oon. Besides, one could also
find traditional made coffee and tea, Ovaltine and fried Patongko.

19) Fish Pier at Mekong River with fresh fish from Thai and Laos

fisherman, able to view fishermen selling big fishes from Mekong River.
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20) Don Dan Pak Mool is a place to view Song See River where
Mekong River and Mool River have met with two distinctive color. There is a saying
that *“ Kong with cement color, Mool with indigo color” as the outstanding beautiful
nature of Kong Jiam District that impressed most visitors. During the drought season,
one could walk to Don Dan Pak Mool to seethe scenery of Mekong River that flow
into Laos or watching sunrise in the morning. The beautiful scenery combined with
many rock islets and beaches which has made this place one of the most preferred
tour based.

21) Wat Tum Koo Ha Sawan is famous for being a place to keep the
non-decay body of deceased Luang Pu Kum Nung, the famous meditation monk and
respected by most Buddhists. At the Wat, there is a place to view Mekong River and
Kong Jiam District from the high ground.

Tour Based in other districts in Ubon Ratchathani Province

22) Pu Lung Song with the tour based and attractive Waterfalls

23) Pu Samui located in Pa Tam. Climbing Pu Samui must contact
directly with Samrong Local Administrative Organization since the entrance is
located in that area and to make reservation for navigator and carrier. On the top of
the mountain , founded the flat plain with the sea elevation of 400 meters with the
place to view scenery, the natural phenomena of sand stones that could be imagined
for different shapes. Besides, in the rainy season, flowers on the lower ground were
beautifully bloom.

24) Kanya Rapids as one of the most beautiful nature-made rapids.

25) Sam Pun Bok as the natural phenomena of Mekong River from
the water current continuously hit the sandstone in the river to create hallow rocks. In
order to see this hallow rocks, the tourists must visit the place during the water
receding from winter to draught season. The only setbacks had been the transportation
accessibility and publicity.

26) Saling Beach, Ban Song Kon, the beautiful beach with beautiful
scenery along both sides of the Mekong riverbanks. During the drought, there has

been the activities on the beach in the middle of Mekong River.



Fac. of Grad.Studies. Mahidol Univ. M.Sc.(Env. Planning for Community and Rural Dev.) / 67

27) Pak Bong as the most narrow channel of Mekong River, only 56
meters wide and the beautiful scenery.

28) Wat Pu Kao Ngen with the ancient and precious objects.

29) Pak Sang Beach, the beautiful beach

30) Wat Pak Sang presides Phra Chao Yai Ong Tae as the respected
monk of Thai and Laos people.

31) Pak Huay Ka has been the potential interesting tour based with
the right promotion.

32) Wat Pho presides Phra Chao Yai Ong San as the respected monk
of the locals.

33) Wat Oopmung presides Phra Chao Yai Ong Maen as the

respected monk of the locals.

Beside, tourism sources in Ubon Ratchathani, such as, Ban Pung Suay, Beautiful
sunset in front of Khemmarat District Office, Sai Sung beach, Tam Tong mountain,
Jor Kor mountain, Pra Toe temple, Phu Khao Tong temple, Rung Gaew temple, Phu
Moo Lom temple, Hew Sin Chai cave, Pha Dang cave, Pok Rue Waterfall, Tad Ton
Waterfall and Sae Yai Waterfall.

4.1.4 Tour based information of the research areas, tour based information
of the neighboring countries and Procedures for crossing border to neighboring

countries

Tour based information of research areas, tour based information of the
neighboring countries and procedures for crossing border to neighboring countries
presented tourism information and tourism sources in the Emerald Triangle and
procedures for crossing border to neighboring countries by reviewed from related

research finding:

Tourism sources in Laos, Most interesting tourism sources in southern of Laos,
in sub district Jumpasak, Sekong, Attapue, such as, Khon Phapheng Waterfall, Liphi

Waterfall, Tad Fane Waterfall, Jumpasak Communities and The Center of
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Conservation dolphin. Tourism sources in Cambodia, such as, Tonle Sap, Angor Wat,

Angor Thom.

Tourism patterns in research areas neighboring countries, such as, cruise and
private automobile. Route of cruise at Mekong River consisted of 4 routes, such as,
route of the Lower of the Mekong River (Nakhon Phanom), route of the Lower of the
Mekong River (Mukdahan), route of the Lower of the Mekong River (Kong Jiam),
route of the Lower of the Mekong River (Khon Phapheng). Beside, tourism of
neighboring countries to connected with tourism sources consisted of 5 tourism
sources, such as, civilization and historical tour, Mekong River tour, forest site tour,

lake tour and art culture, religion and community lifestyles tour.

See the details of tour based information of research areas, tour based
information of the neighboring countries and procedures for crossing border to

neighboring countries in the Appendix C

4.1.5 Tourism Policies and Development Plan

Tourism Policies and development plan in this particular study were conducted
from national, provinces, town and district municipality and sub district

administration.

4.1.5.1 National Policies, strategies and tourism plan

The result of National Policy in tourism policy ,such as, Government
Policy in tourism, Strategies Tourism in 2004-2008, Tourism Market Plan in 2005,
Tourism Market Direction in 2006-2008 and Ecotourism Policy

1) National Policy in tourism policy, such as, Tourism and Services Policy,
Services Development Policy, Supported tourism Policy
2) Strategies Tourism in 2004-2008 had main purpose, To support tourism

industry , Tourism Hub of Asia by 3 strategies, such as, to increased ability of tourism
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competition, to developed products and tourism services, to developed system of
tourism management.

3) Tourism Market Plan in 2005 and Tourism Market direction in 2006-
2008 consists 5 strategies, such as, to advertising Thailand imaged for quality of
tourism sources and happiness tourism sources, to canvass target of potential tourists,
to promote tourism product, to support standard of product and services tour and to
support industrial tourism participation.

4) Ecotourism Policies consist of 6 strategies, such as, Policies toward
Tourism Resources and Environmental Management, Policies toward Education and
Raising Awareness, Policies toward Local People Participation, Marketing Promotion

and Tourism Policies, Policies toward Basic Structure Management and Tourism
Management, Policies toward Investment Promotion.

See detail of Policy, strategies, and Plan toward National Tourism in

Appendix D

4.1.5.2 Strategic Provincial Development Plan

From resolution of the Council of Ministers on November 17, 2003, by

summarized strategy to develop the provinces in the study areas

(1) Mukdahan Province

Mukdahan was participation of North-east Province group (group 2)
composed of Kalasin, Nakhon Panom, Mukdahan and Sakon Nakhon and determine

development strategies for provinces in group:

“To develop Human resource, Tourism, Agriculture, and Industry by
increased ability of Personals and Labor, increase tourism basic construction and
develop personals of trade service and development pattern of participation, Over all,

to associate with neighbor countries.”
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Mukdahan Strategies Development Plan

“City of Trend and tourism on Lower side of the Mekong River at Gate
way to Indo China by human development for increased ability of personals and
labors, Trend border development to increased quantity and valuated for trend of
border and transnational, Tourism development by increased tour sources and
personals services, Agricultural development and adapted system of agriculture

products and participation development. Over all, associated with neighbor countyies.

(2) Amnat Charoen Province

Ubon Ratchathani and Amnat Charoen were participation of North-east
Province group composed of Ubon Ratchathani, Sisaket, Yasothon and Amnat

Charoen and determine development strategies for provinces in group:

“Partners of Economic with neighbor countries, by adapted construction and
establish partner of products and agriculture pattern products, Tourism and Services

with neighbor countries. Over all OTOP products.”

Amnat Charoen Strategy Developing Plan

“ Rice sale transnational, change products and supported Mali Rice sale by
direct sale and debit for target group who Isan exotic workers and abroad. To
supported changes products in Agirculture with seafood of provinces in the Middle of
Thailand. Establish Center of Rice and OTOP products for sale and change with other
products. Supported consumption and used local products and Agriculture products
which production in provinces, Increase price of cultivated products by Agriculture
life, Standardization, Make Values of used products which unique of province,
tourism management, increased efficiency of village funds management. Protected

and suppress drug, who had power and corruption.
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(3) Ubon Rat Chathani Strategy Developing Plan

“Model of perfected border countries by supported establish of Special
Economic zone, The Emerald Triangle to invested in Thailand and abroad. Supported
tourism development in Thailand and neighbor counties on the Emerald Triangle,
increased potential of services and attraction of tourism sources in province,
Supported system of production and quality development and increased valuate of
Life Agriculture Products. Supported Labors development in nation and abroad.
Supported social and quality of life participation of Public sector, private sector and

citizen. Over all, natural resources and environmental management.

See detail of Strategic Provincial Development Plan in Appendix E

4.1.5.2 Developing Plan at Municipality Level

For this particular study, Mukdahan, District Municipality was directly

involved as being summarized in the vision and development strategies.

Developing Vision of Mukdahan Municipality
Development by concentrating on population, preparing for solid
foundation, arranging for lively surroundings, aiming toward strong community
network, promoting tour based and culture, leading the administrative and political
system.
Strategy for Developing of Mukdaharn Municipality
(1) Developed tour based and culture
(2) Developed sound economy
(3) Developed human center
(4) Developed strong community network
(5) Developed livable city
(6) Developed politic and administration
(7) Developed basic economic foundation

See detail of Strategic Provincial Development Plan in Appendix F
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4.1.5.3 Strategies at District Administration Level ( Or.Bor.Thor)

Strategies and Direction of Vision and Strategy for Local Developing Plan
in District Administration Level under strategies developing plan (2005-2009)
consisted of 5 strategies ,such as, Basic construction strategy, Economic, trade and
tourism developing strategy, Quality of life developing strategy, Environment
developing strategy and Country management developing strategy. The development

strategies has been summarized as shown in the Appendix G

4.1.6 Opinion Analysis of Tourists toward the development of network for

Ecotourism

Community of Lower Mekong River: In this study, the analysis of opinion
regarding the development of network covered these areas.

4.3.1 Analysis of the basic structure of the sample tourist group.

4.3.2 Analysis of data regarding the tourism venues of tourists

4.3.3 The opinion toward tourism services

4.3.4 The opinion of tourists regarding toward the development of network tour.

More details were provided as follows:

4.1.6.1 Analysis of the basic structure of the sample tourists

The basic structure of the sample tourists in this research were sex, ages,

domicile, occupation, monthly average income with the following details:

The number of sample tourists came from 2 tour based, Indochina Market,
Mukdaharn, the border market and Pa Tam Court, the National Park of Pa Tam, Ubon
Rat Chatani has been considered as the well known nature and historical tour based
among the tourists. The study of opinion was conducted on 176 sample tourists in that
area. Total 71 tourists were selected from Indochina Market and 151 tourists from Pa

Tam Court.
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Table 4-2 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by sex

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Study Issues

Indochina Market | Or.Chor. Pa Tam Total Study Areas
Number of Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
Male 43 60.6 42 40 85 48.3
Female 28 39.4 63 60 91 51.7

From Table 4-2, the number of female tourists were more than male tourists, at
48.3% and 51.7% respectively. The male tourists from Indochina market were
proportionately more than female tourists (60.6% and 39.4%,respectively) . As for
the tourists at Pa Tam Court, the number of female tourists were more than male
tourists ( 60.0% and 40.0%, respectively)

Table 4-3 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by Age

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Study Issues
Indochina Market | Or.Chor Pa Tam | Total Study Areas
Number of the Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
Between 15-24 Years Old 18 254 26 24.8 44 25.0
Between 25-34 Years Old 30 42.3 46 43.8 76 43.2
Between 35-44 Years Old 12 16.9 14 13.3 26 14.7
Between 45-54 Years Old 4 5.6 12 114 16 9.4
Between 55-64 Years Old 4 5.6 6 5.7 10 5.7
Over 64 Years Old 3 4.2 0 0.0 3 1.7
Not Specify 0 0.0 1 1.0 1 0.6

From Table 4-3, the sample tourists between 25-34 years old were the most,
following by the sample tourists between 15-24 years old, at 42.3% and 25.4%,
respectively. The sample tourists from Indochina market were proportionately
younger than the sample tourists from Pa Tam Court (42.3% and 43.8%,respectively)

. In tourists were more than male tourists ( 60.0% and 40.0%, respectively)
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Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Study Issues Indochina Market | Or.Chor. Pa Tam Total Study
Areas
Number of Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
Northern Region 7 9.9 5 4.8 12 6.8
Eastern Region 10 141 23 21.9 33 18.8
Central Region 24 33.8 38 36.2 62 35.2
Northeast Region 27 38.0 35 33.3 62 35.2
Western Region 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Southern Region 3 4.2 4 3.8 7 4.0

From Table 4-4, the tourists who lived in the Central and Northeastern regions

had the same percentage of 35.2%, next those who lived in the East at 18.8%. . Most

tourists at Indochina market came from the Northeastern Region, at 38.0%. As for

most tourists from Pa Tam Court came from the Central Region, at 36.2%.

Table 4-5 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by Occupation

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group

Study Issues Indochina Or.Chor. Pa Tam | Total Study Area
Market
Number of Sample Tourist Group No. % No. % No. %
71 100.00 105 100.00 | 176 100.00
High School/ College Students 13 18.3 21 20 34 19.3
Public Officers/State Enterpreneurs 8 11.3 19 18.1 27 15.3
Businessmen 8 11.3 12 11.4 20 11.4
Employees 19 26.8 33 314 52 29.5
Farmers 8 11.3 0 0.0 8 4.6
Housewives 4 5.6 4 3.8 8 4.6
Retired Officers 0.0 2 1.9 2 1.1
Others 11 155 13 124 24 13.6
Not Specify 0 0.0 1 1.0 1 0.6
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From Table 4-5, most sample tourists were of female tourists were employees, at
29.5%, next were the high school and college students at 19.3% The tourists at
Indochina market were proportionately less percentage in occupational issue than the
tourists at Pa Tam Court ( 26.8% and 31.4%, respectively).

Table 4-6 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by Income Level

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Study Issues

Indochina Market | Or. Chor. Pa Tam | Total Study Areas

Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

Less than 5,001 baht 25 35.2 25 23.7 50 28.4
5,001-15,000 baht 23 324 47 44.8 70 39.8
15,001-25,000 baht 4 5.6 15 14.3 19 10.8
25,001-35,000 baht 7 9.9 4 3.8 11 6.2
35,001-45,000 baht 2 2.8 4 3.8 6 34
45,001-55,000 baht 3 4.2 4 3.8 7 3.9
Over 55,000 haht 5 /.Y 3 2.9 8 45
Not Specify 2 2.8 g 29 5 2.8

From Table 4-6, the average income of most tourists were 5,001-15,000 baht,
next, below 5,001 baht ,at 39.8% and 28.4% respectively. The highest number tourists
at Indochina market earned less than 5,001, at 35.2%. The income earned by the
tourists at Pa Tam Court between 5,001 baht-15,000 baht, at 44.8%
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Table 4-7 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by Education Level

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group

Study Issues Indochina Or.Chor. Pa Tam Total Study Areas
Market
Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
-Primary 12 16.9 4 3.8 16 9.1
-Elementary 11 15.5 20 19.0 31 17.7
-Associate Art - 15 21.1 19 18.1 34 19.3
Degree/Commercial School
Certificate
-Bachelor Degree or 26 36.6 50 47.6 76 43.2
equivalence
-Post Graduate 6 8.5 9 8.6 15 8.5
-Others 1 1.4 i 10. 2 11
-Not Specify 0 0.0 2 1.9 2 11

From Table 4-7, Most sample tourists had Bachelor Degree, next, Elementary
education, at 47.6% and 19.0%, respectively, Both tourists at Indochina market and
Pa Tam Court graduated with Bachelor Degree. The tourists at Indochina were

proportionately less percentage in educational level than the tourists at Pa Tam Court
(36.6% and 47.6%, respectively).

4.1.6.2 Analysis of data regarding the tourism venues of tourists
In this study, the following issues were studied to collect information. They

were, the main purpose for travel, traveling mode, traveling vehicles, numbers of

visit, tour based destination, travel duration, accommodation and tour expenses.
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Table 4-8 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by Visiting Purposes

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Study Issues

Indochina Market | Or. Chor. Pa Tam | Total Study Areas

Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

Business 4 5.6 0 0.0 4 2.3

Holidays Vacation 39 54.9 89 84.8 128 72.7

Conference or Seminar 0 0.0 2 19 2 11

Official Duty 2 2.8 2 1.9 4 2.3

Visiting Relatives or Friends 19 26.8 11 10.5 30 17.0

Others 7 9.9 1 1.0 8 4.6

From Table 4-8,the main purpose for traveling among was Holiday Tour, at
72.7%,following by visiting relatives or friends at 17.0%. The main purpose of the
tourists at Indochina Market was Holiday Tour(54.9% and 84.8%, respectively).
Proportionately, the number of tourists at Pa Tam Court were more than Indochina
Market.

Table 4-9 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by Impressive Objects

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Study Issues Indochina Or.Chor. Pa Tam Total Study
Market Areas
Number of Sample Tourist Group | No. % No. % No. %
71 | 100.00 | 105 100.00 | 176 | 100.00

1)Historical Monuments 13 18.3 36 34.3 49 27.8
2) Local Friendliness 12 16.9 11 10.5 33 18.8
3) Town Serenity 8 11.3 9 8.6 17 9.7
4)Beautiful Nature 23 32.4 83 79.0 106 60.2
5)Local Lifestyle 18 25.4 10 9.5 18 10.2
6) Beautiful Town 8 7.6 8 7.6 16 9.1
7) Temple/ Significance 10 9.5 3 2.9 13 7.4
Religious Monuments
8) Others 15 14.3 4 3.8 19 10.8
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From Table 4-9, the most impressive object among the sample tourist group of
60.2% was natural beauty, following by 27.8% preferred the Historical Monuments.
The most impressive object among the tourists at Indochina Market was the natural
beauty, following by local lifestyle (32.4% and 25.4% respectively) while the tourists
at Pa Tam Court preferred the natural beauty and Historical Monuments (79.0% and
34.3% , respectively).

Table 4-10 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by Traveling

Companion
Opinion of Tourist Group
Study Issues Indochina Market | Or.Chor. Pa Tam Total Study
Areas
Number of Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group T 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
Alone 2 2.8 1 1.0 2} 1.7
Family 40 56.4 60 S 41 100 56.8
Friends 27 38.0 43 40.9 70 39.8
Others 2 2.8 1 1.0 3 1.7

From Table 4-10 , most tourists of 56.8% traveled with the family, following by
39.8% with friends. Both tourists at Indochina Market and Pa Tam Court were
traveled with the family (56.4% and 57.1% respectively).

Table 4-11 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by Tour Types

Opinion of Number of Sample Tourist Group
Study Issues Indochina Or.Chor.Pa Tam Total Study
Areas
Number of Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
Personal 63 88.7 92 87.6 155 88.1
Tour Group 8 11.3 13 124 21 11.9
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As seen from Table 4-11, most sample tourist group 88.1% preferred private
traveling as compared to 11.9% preferred to travel with agency. Proportionately, the
number of tourists at Indochina Market preferred private traveling were more a little
more than the tourist at Pa Tam Court (88.7% and 87.6% respectively).

Table 4-12 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by Traveling Vehicles

Study Issues Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Indochina Market | Or.Chor. Pa Tam Study Areas
Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

1)Private Automobile 48 67.6 89 84.4 137 77.8
2)Bus 6 8.5 0 0.0 6 34
3)Motorcycle 2 2.8 0 0.0 2 11
4)Train 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
5)Airplane 1 14 0 0.0 1 0.6
6)Coach 0 0.0 & 2.9 3 1.7
7)Office Automobile 9 8.6 0 0.0 9 9.1
8)Group Rent Car 8 11.3 11 10.5 19 10.8
9)Others 0 0.0 2 1.9 2 11

From Table 4-12, the vehicle most used among the sample tourist group of
77.8% was private automobile, following by car rent for private group 10.8%. The
number of tourists at Pa Tam Court used private automobile were proportionately
more than the tourists at Indochina Market (84.8% and 67.6% respectively).

Table 4-13 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by visiting at nearby

tour sites
Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Study Issues Indochina Market | Or.Chor. Pa Tam Total Study
Areas
Number of Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

Visiting 46 64.8 35 333 81 46.0
Not Visiting 25 35.2 70 66.7 95 54.0
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From table 4-13, during the tour, 54.0% of the tourists had visited the nearby
tour sites. Comparison between tourists from both tour sites suggested that 64.8% of
the tourists at Indochina Market had not stopped at any other places more than 33.3%
of the tourists at Pa Tam Court.

Table 4-14 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by duration of

visiting at nearby tour sites

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Study Areas
Total Study Areas
Sample Tourist Group No. %

176 100.00
Stay Overnight
1 Night 70 39.8
2 Nights 34 19.3
3 Nights 23 1:34T
4 Nights 17 9.7
5 Nights 3 1.7
Over 5 Nights 3 1.7

As seen from Table 4-14, the longest time spending in tour among the sample

tourist group were 39.8% staying overnight while 19.3% staying for 2 nights.

Table 4-15 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by Lodgings

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Study Issues

Indochina Market | Or.Chor.Pa Tam | Total Study Areas

Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

Relatives or Friends 47 66.2 23 21.9 70 39.8

- Hotel 20 28.2 29 27.6 49 27.8

- Resort 2 2.8 25 23.8 27 153

- Guest House 0 0.0 1 1.0 1 0.6

- Homestay 0 0.0 2 19 2 11

- Camping 1 1.4 37 35.2 38 21.6

- House Renting 0 0.0 1 1.0 1 0.6

- Private official Housing 1 1.4 6 5.7 7 4.0
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As seen from Table 4-15, the lodgings most chosen among the sample tourist
group were relatives or friends houses and hotels, at 39.2% and 27.8% respectively.
The tourists at Indochina Market of 64.8% preferred to stay overnight at relative’s

houses while the tourist at Pa Tam Court of 35.2 preferred camping the most.

Table 4-16 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by Tourist Expenses

Study Issues Opinion of Sample Tourist Group

Indochina Market | Or.Chor. Pa Tam | Total StudyAreas

Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

Less than 501 baht 16 22.5 19 18.1 35 19.9

- 501-1000 baht 16 22.5 13 12.4 29 16.5

- 1001-1500 baht 0 0.0 10 9.5 10 5.7

- 1501-2001 baht 10 14.1 10 9.5 20 114

- 2001-2500 baht 6 8.5 3 2.9 9 5.1

- 2501-3000 baht 7 9.9 14 13.3 21 11.9

- Over 3000 baht 13 18.3 16 5 2 29 16.5

As seen from Table 4-16, the tour expenses per one person among the sample
tourist group were less than 19.9%. The expenses of tourists at Indochina Market
were less than 500 baht, proportionately a little more than the tourist at Pa Tam Court
(22.5% and 18.1% respectively).

Table 4-17 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by Tour Plan in the
nearby tourist sites

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Study Issues

Indochina Market | Or.Chor. Pa Tam Study Areas

Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
Not Planning 43 60.6 24 229 67 38.1

Planning 28 39.4 81 77.1 109 61.9
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From Table 4-17 , the sample tourist group of 61.9% had panned to extend tour in
the nearby tour sites. The tourists at Indochina Market of 60.6% had no plan to extend
tour in contrast to the tourists at Pa Tam Court of 77.1% with the plan to extend tour

program in the nearby tour sites.

4.1.6.3 The opinion toward tourism services

Following provided the opinion of tourists toward services in the studying areas.
1. Convenience in Lodging
2. Convenience in Meals
3. Convenience in Tourism services information
4. Convenience in Traveling
5. Convenience in Communication
6. Convenience in finding souvenir and other services station
As the following details

(1) Convenience in Lodging

The tourists opinion in Lodging in this study based on the quality,
reasonable price, safety and sufficient in numbers as being classified according to tour
based.



Fac. of Grad.Studies. Mahidol Univ. M.Sc.(Env. Planning for Community and Rural Dev.) / 83

Table 4-18 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion
toward the quality of Lodgings

Opinion Sample Tourist Group
Study Areas Indochina Or.Chor. Pa Study Areas
Market Tam
Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 | 105 100.0 176 | 100.00
0
Excellent 6 8.5 17 16.2 23 13.1
- Good 51 71.8 72 68.6 123 69.9
- Fair 11 15.5 15 14.3 26 14.8
- Need Improvement 1 1.4 1 1.0 2 11
- Not Specify 2 2.8 0 0.0 2 1.1

From Table 4-18, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding the quality of
lodgings were good and fair, at 69.9% and 14.8% respectively. Both tourists at
Indochina Market and Pa Tam Court had agreed that the lodging quality in the tour
sites both remained at good level (71.8% and 68.6% respectively).

Table 4-19 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion
toward the appropriate price of accommodation

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Study Issues

Indochina Market | Or.Chor.Pa Tam | Total Study Areas

Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

Excellent 6 8.5 5 48 11 6.3

- Good 36 34.3 30 28.6 66 375

- Fair 27 38.0 58 55.2 85 48.3

- Need Improvement 0 0.0 7 6.7 7 4.0

- Not Specify 2 2.8 5 4.8 7 4.0
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From Table 4-19, the sample tourist group had agreed that the lodging prices
were reasonable and fair, at 48.3% and 37.5% respectively. The tourists at Pa Tam
Court had given more opinion on this matter than the tourists at Indochina Market
(55.2% and 38.0% respectively).

Table 4-20 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by opinion toward

safety of accommodation

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues Indochina Market | Or.Chor.Pa Tam Total Studying
Areas
Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
Excellent 8 11.3 18 17.1 26 14.8
- Good 51 71.8 68 64.8 119 67.6
- Fair 10 14.1 17 16.2 27 15.3
- Need Improvement i 14 2 1.9 3 1.7
- Not Specify - 1.4 0 0.0 1 0.6

From Table 4-20, the safety of the lodging was at good and fair level, with
67.6% and 15.3% respectively. The tourists at Indochina Market had given more
opinion on this matter than the tourists at Pa Tam Court (71.8% and 64.8%
respectively).

Table 4-21 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion
toward the sufficient number of Lodgings

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues

Indochina Market | Or.Chor Pa Tam | Total Study Areas

Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

Excellent 12 16.9 14 13.3 26 14.8

- Good 44 62.0 62 59.0 108 61.4

- Fair 13 18.3 23 21.9 36 20.5

- Need Improvement 1 1.4 5 4.8 6 3.4

- Not Specify 1 1.4 1 1.0 2 1.1
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From Table 4-21, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding the sufficient
number of Lodgings were good and fair, at 61.4% and 20.5% respectively. The
tourists at Indochina Market had given more opinion on this matter than the tourists at
Pa Tam Court (62.9% and 59.0% respectively).

(2) Convenience in Meals
The tourists opinion in meals in this study based on foods quality,
reasonable price and sufficient numbers of restaurants as being classified according to

tour sites:

Table 4-22 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion
toward foods quality

Opinion Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues Indochina Market | Or.Chor.Pa Tam Total Studying
Areas
Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group il 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
Excellent 11 155 8 7.6 19 10.8
- Good 42 59.2 57 54.3 99 56.3
- Fair 11 15:5 37 352 48 27.3
- Need Improvement 6 8.5 1 1.0 7 4.0
- Not Specify 1 1.4 2 1.9 3 1.7

From Table 4-22, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding the quality of
foods were good and fair, at 56.3% and 27.3%, respectively. The tourists at Indochina
Market and Pa Tam both agreed that the quality of foods were at good level.
However, the tourists at Indochina Market had given more opinion on this matter than
the tourists at Pa Tam Court (59.2% and 54.2% respectively).
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Table 4-23 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by opinion toward

the reasonable foods price

) Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues
Indochina Market | Or.Chor.Pa Tam | Total Study Areas
Number of Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %

Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

Excellent 7 9.9 4 3.8 11 6.3

- Good 44 62.0 58 55.2 102 58.0

- Fair 16 22,5 37 35.2 53 30.1

- Need Improvement 4 5.6 4 1.0 8 45

- Not Specify 0 0.0 2 19 2 1.1

From Table 4-23, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding the reasonable
foods price were good and fair, at 58.0 % and 30.1% respectively. The tourists at
Indochina Market had given more opinion on this matter than the tourists at Pa Tam
Court (62.0% and 55.2% respectively).

Table 4-24 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion

toward the sufficient number of restaurant

Opinion Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues

Indochina Market | Or.Chor. Pa Tam | Total Study Areas

Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

Excellent 5 7.0 5 4.8 10 5.7

- Good 37 52.0 52 49.5 89 50.6

- Fair 24 33.8 39 371 63 35.8

- Need Improvement 3 4.2 6 5.7 9 5.1

- Not Specify 2 2.8 3 2.9 5 2.8

As seen from Table 4-24, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding the
sufficient number of restaurant were good and fair, at 50.6 % and 35.8% respectively.
The tourists at Indochina Market had given more opinion on this matter than the

tourists at Pa Tam Court (52.0% and 49.5% respectively).
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(3) Convenience in Tourism Services Information

The tourists opinion in Tourism Services Information in this study based on
opinion regarding Tourists Service Center, Tour Sites information, Display Sign and

Tour Sites promotion as classified by the tour sites.

Table 4-25 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion
toward the Tourist Service Center

[ Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues
Indochina Market Or.Chor.Pa Tam | Total Study Areas
Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %

Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

Excellent 5 7.0 21 20.0 26 14.8

- Good 30 42.3 67 63.8 97 55.1

- Fair 23 32.4 11 10.5 34 19.3

- Need Improvement 10 14.1 6 5.7/ 16 9.1

- Not Specify 3 4.2 0 0.0 3 1.7

From Table 2-25, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding the Tourist
Service Center were good and fair, at 55.1 % and 19.3% respectively. The tourists at
Indochina Market had given less opinion on this matter than the tourists at Pa Tam
Court (42.3% and 63.8% respectively).

Table 4-26 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion toward the
information on the tour sites

Studying Issues Opinion of Sample Tourist Group

Indochina Market | Or.Chor Pa Tam | Total Study Areas

Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

Excellent 5 7.0 19 18.1 24 13.6

- Good 30 42.3 56 53.3 86 48.9

- Fair 18 25.4 21 20.0 39 22.2

- Need Improvement 17 23.9 9 8.6 26 14.8

- Not Specify 1 1.4 0 0.0 1 0.6
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From Table 4-26, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding the information
on tour sites were good and fair, at 48.9 % and 22.2% respectively. The tourists at
Indochina Market had given less opinion on this matter than the tourists at Pa Tam
Court (42.3% and 53.3% respectively).

Table 4-27 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion

toward the display sign
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Studying Issues

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group

Indochina Market

Or.Chor. Pa Tam

Total Study Areas

Studying Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
Excellent 6 8.5 16 15.2 22 125
- Good 28 39.4 55 52.4 83 47.6
- Fair 16 225 23 21.9 39 22.2
- Need Improvement 21 29.6 9 8.6 30 17.0
- Not Specify 0 0.0 2 1.9 2 11

As seen from Table 4-27, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding the

display sign were good and fair, at 47.6 % and 22.2% respectively. The tourists at

Indochina Market had given less opinion on this matter than the tourists at Pa

Tam Court (39.4% and 53.3% respectively).

Table 4-28 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion

toward the Tour Sites promotion

Studying Areas

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group

Indochina Market

Or.Chor. Pa Tam

Total Study Areas

Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
- Excellent 5 7.0 13 12.4 18 10.2
- Good 28 39.4 50 47.6 78 44.3
- Fair 17 239 30 28.6 47 26.7
- Need Improvement 19 26.8 9 8.6 28 15.9
- Not Specify 2 2.8 3 2.9 5 2.8
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From Table 4-28, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding the Tour Sites
promotion were good and fair, at 44.3 % and 26.7% respectively. The tourists at
Indochina Market had given less opinion on this matter than the tourists at Pa Tam
Court (39.4% and 47.6% respectively).

(4) Convenience in Traveling

The tourists opinion in convenience in Traveling in this study based on
opinion regarding Traveling services, such as , Bus, Train and Airplane services,
convenience of route toward tour sites, sufficient traveling services, renting vehicles

as classified by the tour sites.

Table 4-29 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion

toward the traveling services (Bus, Train, Airplane)

| Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues
Indochina Market | Or. Chor. Pa Tam | Total Study Areas
Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %

Group il 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

- Excellent 8 113 5 4.8 13 7.4

- Good 32 45.1 50 47.6 82 46.6

- Fair 15 21.1 25 23.8 40 22.7

- Need Improvement 7 9.9 6 5.7 13 7.4

- Not Specify 9 12.7 19 18.1 28 15.9

From Table 4-29, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding convenience in
Traveling were good and fair, at 46.6 % and 22.7% respectively. The tourists at
Indochina Market had given less opinion on this matter than the tourists at Pa Tam
Court (45.4% and 46.6% respectively).
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Table 4-30 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion
toward the accessibility of tour sites

) Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues
Indochina Market | Or. Chor. Pa Tam | Total Study Areas
Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
- Excellent 6 8.5 9 8.6 15 8.5
- Good 45 63.4 66 62.9 111 63.1
- Fair 16 22.5 22 21.0 38 21.6
- Need Improvement 4 5.6 7 6.7 11 6.3
- Not Specify 0 0.0 1 1.0 1 0.6

From Table 4-30, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding the accessibility
to tour sites were good and fair, at 63.1 % and 21.6% respectively. The tourists at

Indochina Market had given more opinion on this matter than the tourists at Pa Tam
Court (63.4% and 62.9% respectively).

Table 4-31 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion
toward sufficiency of traveling services

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues

Indochina Market | Or.Chor. Pa Tam | Total Study Areas

Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

- Excellent 4 5.6 9 8.6 13 7.4

- Good 45 63.4 70 66.7 115 65.3

- Fair 19 26.8 22 21.0 41 23.3

- Need Improvement 2 2.8 3 2.9 5 2.8

- Not Specify 1 1.4 1 1.0 2 1.1

As seen from Table 4-31, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding the
sufficiency of traveling services were good and fair, at 65.3 % and 23.3%
respectively. The tourists at Indochina Market had given less opinion on this matter
than the tourists at Pa Tam Court (63.4% and 66.7% respectively).
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Table 4-32 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion
toward the car rent services

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues Indochina Market | Or. Chor. Pa Tam Total Study
Areas
Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
- Excellent 5 7.0 3 2.9 8 45
- Good 31 43.7 45 42.9 76 43.2
- Fair 19 26.8 31 295 50 28.4
- Need Improvement 6 8.5 4 3.8 10 5.7
- Not Specify 10 141 22 21.0 32 18.2

From Table 4-32, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding the car rent
services were good and fair, at 43.2 % and 28.4% respectively. The tourists at
Indochina Market had given more opinion on this matter than the tourists at Pa Tam
Court (43.7% and 42.9% respectively).

(5) Convenience in Communication
The tourists opinion in convenience in communication in this study based

on sufficient number of the public phone, mobile phone reception, telegram as being

classified according to tour sites:
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Table 4-33 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion

toward the sufficiency of Public Telephone

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Study Issues Indochina Market Or. Chor. Pa Tam Total Study
Areas
Number of Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 | 100.00
- Excellent 5 7.0 1 1.0 6 3.4
- Good 34 47.9 27 25.7 61 34.7
- Fair 26 36.6 44 41.9 70 39.8
- Need Improvement 4 5.6 21 20.0 25 14.2
- Not Specify 2 2.8 12 11.4 24 13.6

From Table 4-33, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding the sufficiency

of public telephone were fair and good, at 39.8 % and 34.7% respectively. The

tourists at Indochina Market had given more opinion on good level than the tourists at

Pa Tam Court (47.9% and 25.7% respectively) while the opinion on fair level had

been given more by the tourists at Pa Tam Court than the tourists at Indochina Market
(41.9% and 36.6% respectively).

Table 4-34 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion

toward the Mobile Phone reception

] Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues
Indochina Market | Or. Chor. Pa Tam | Total Study Areas
Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %

Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

- Excellent 7 9.9 8 7.6 15 8.5

- Good 45 63.4 33 314 78 44.3

- Fair 13 18.3 39 37.1 52 29.5

- Need Improvement 8.5 24 22.9 30 17.0

- Not Specify 0 0.0 1 1.0 1 0.6
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As seen from Table 4-34, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding the
mobile phone reception were good and fair, at 44.3 % and 29.5% respectively. The
tourists at Indochina Market had given more opinion on good level than the tourists at
Pa Tam Court (63.4% and 31.4% respectively) while the opinion on fair level had
been given more by the tourists at Pa Tam Court than the tourists at Indochina Market
(37.1% and 18.3% respectively). .

Table 4-35 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion
toward the Telegram

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues

Indochina Market | Or. Chor. Pa Tam | Total Study Areas

Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

- Excellent S 4.2 2 1.9 5 2.8

- Good 31 43.7 26 24.8 57 32.4

- Fair 23 32.4 46 43.8 69 39.2

- Need Improvement 2 2.8 10 9.5 12 6.8

- Not Specify 12 16.9 21 20.0 33 18.8

From Table 4-35, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding the telegram
were fair and good, at 39.2 % and 32.4% respectively. The tourists at Indochina
Market had given less opinion on good level than the tourists at Pa Tam Court (43.7%
and 24.8% respectively) while the opinion on fair level had been given more by the
tourists at Pa Tam Court than the tourists at Indochina Market (43.8% and 32.4%
respectively).

(6) Convenience in finding souvenir and other services station

The tourists opinion in finding souvenir and other services station

as being classified by tour sites:
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Table 4-36 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion

toward Souvenir

) Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues
Indochina Market | Or. Chor. Pa Tam | Total Study Areas
Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %

Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

- Excellent 14 19.7 6 5.7 20 11.4

- Good 38 53.5 43 41.0 81 46.0

- Fair 15 21.1 43 41.0 58 33.0

- Need Improvement 4 5.6 11 10.5 15 85

- Not Specify 0 0.0 2 1.9 2 1.1

As seen from Table 4-36, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding the
souvenir were good and fair, at 46.0 % and 33.0% respectively. The tourists at
Indochina Market had given more opinion than the tourists at Pa Tam Court (53.5%
and 41.0% respectively).

Table 4-37 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion

toward other services institutions, such as, Banks/Entertainment Centers

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues

Indochina Market | Or.Chor.Pa Tam | Total Study Areas

Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

- Excellent 8 11.3 4 3.8 12 6.8

- Good 48 67.6 38 36.2 86 48.9

- Fair 12 16.9 35 333 47 26.7

- Need Improvement 3 42 20 19.0 23 131

- Not Specify 0 0.0 8 7.6 8 45

From Table 4-37, the opinion of sample tourist group regarding other services
stations were good and fair, at 48.9 % and 26.7% respectively. The tourists at
Indochina Market had given more opinion on good level than the tourists at Pa Tam

Court (67.6% and 36.2% respectively) while the opinion on fair level had been given
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more by the tourists at Pa Tam Court than the tourists at Indochina Market (33.3%
and 16.9% respectively).

4.1.6.4 Opinion of Tourists regarding the network tourism

The opinion of tourists as related to network tourism were presented
according in the following tables:

Table 4-38 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion of
Services Activities

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues Indochina Market | Or. Chor. Pa Tam Total Study
Areas
Number Sample Tourist Group No. % No. % No. %
71 100.00 105 100.00 176 | 100.00

- Diversified Activities 27 38.0 39 37.1 66 62.9
- Appropriateness of Activities 14 19.7 16 15.2 30 17.0
- Tour Sites Safety 25 35.2 69 64.7 94 53.4
- Tour Sites Officer Services 24 33.8 68 64.8 92 52.3
- Public Services Toilet 26 36.6 41 39.0 67 38.1
- Tour Sites Parking Services

From Table 4-38, essential services in the tour areas most concerned among the
tourists was safety at 72.7% Proportionately, the tourists at Indochina Market had

given less opinion than the tourists at Pa Tam Court (63.4% and 79.0% respectively).
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Table 4-39 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion

toward the interest in network tourism

) Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues

Indochina Market | Or. Chor. Pa Tam | Total Study Areas
Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
- Interested 67 94.4 102 97.1 169 96.0
- Not Interested 4 5.6 3 2.9 7 4.0

From Table 4-39, interest in network tourism( Mukdaharn, Amnat Charoen and
Ubon Rat Chathani) among the tourists was at 96.0% Proportionately, the tourists at
Indochina Market had given less opinion than the tourists at Pa Tam Court (94.4%
and 97.1% respectively). Only 4.8% of the tourist were not interested in network
tourism. Proportionately, the tourists at Indochina Market had given less opinion than
the tourists at Pa Tam Court (5.6% and 2.9% respectively).

Table 4-40 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion

toward satisfaction in travelling venue

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Study Issues

Indochina Market | Or.Chor. Pa Tam | Total Study Areas
Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
- Automobile 57 80.3 70 66.7 127 72.2
- Boat 14 19.7 35 333 49 27.8

From Table 4-40, satisfaction in traveling by automobile among the tourists was
at 72.2% Proportionately, the tourists at Indochina Market had given more opinion
than the tourists at Pa Tam Court (80.3% and 66.7% respectively). Only 27.8% of the
tourist preferred to travel by boat. Proportionately, the tourists at Indochina Market
had given less opinion than the tourists at Pa Tam Court (19.7% and 32.3%

respectively).
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Table 4-41 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion
toward traveling expenses

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Study Issues

Indochina Market | Or. Chor. Pa Tam | Total Study Areas

Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00

- Higher 2 2.8 6 5.7 8 4.5

- Lower 25 35.2 31 29.5 56 318

- Equal 43 60.6 66 62.9 109 62.0

- Not Specify 1 1.4 2 1.9 3 1.7

From Table 4-41, opinion on traveling expenses quite the same with other region
among the tourists was at 62.0% , following by 29.5%. Proportionately, the tourists at

Indochina Market had given less opinion than the tourists at Pa Tam Court (60.6%
and 62.9% respectively.

Table 4-42 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion
toward tour sites preferred by the tourists

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues Indochina Market Or.Chor Pa Tam Total Study
Areas
Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 | 100.00
- Nature 49 69.0 95 90.5 144 81.8
- Culture & Local Lifestyle 22 31.0 18 17.0 40 22.7
- Historical Monuments 20 28.2 38 36.2 58 33.0
- Religious Monuments 11 155 10 9.5 21 11.9
- Man-made Sites 8 11.3 8 7.6 16 9.1
- Others 3 4.2 4 3.8 7 4.0

From Table 4-42, the opinion toward tour based most preferred by the tourists
was at 72.2%,next the ancient monuments/historical at 81.8% and 33.0%. The tourist
at Indochina Market proportionately had given less opinion than the tourists at Pa
Tam Court (90.5% and 69.0% respectively).
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Table 4-43 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the opinion

toward tour types

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group

Studying Issues Indochina Market | Or. Chor. Pa Tam Total Studying
Areas
Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
- Self Traveling 68 95.8 92 87.6 160 90.9
- Tour Group 3 4.2 13 12.4 16 9.1

From Table 4-43, Tour types including self-selected by the tourists were at 90.0%

Proportionately, the tourists at Indochina Market had given more opinion than the

tourists at Pa Tam Court (94.4% and 86.7% respectively). Traveling with the tour

company at 9.1%. Proportionately, the tourists at Indochina Market had given less

opinion than the tourists at Pa Tam Court (4.2% and 12.3% respectively).

Table 4-44 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by Tourist good

impression

Studying Issues

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group

Indochina Market | Or.Chor. Pa Tam | Total Study Areas
Number Sample Tourist Group No. % No. % No. %

71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
- Art Culture 13 18.3 18 171 31 17.6
- Beautiful Nature 37 52.1 91 86.7 128 72.9
- Historical Monuments//Objects 11 15.5 22 21.0 33 18.8
-Temple/Religious Monuments 13 18.3 8 7.6 21 11.9
- Culture and Local Lifestyle 27 38.0 15 14.3 42 23.9
- Cruise 1 14 10 9.5 11 6.3

From Table 4-44, Tourists were most impressed on the beautiful scenery , next

local lifestyles at 72.9% and 2.3% respectively. The tourists at Indochina Market had

given less opinion than the tourists at Pa Tam Court (52.1% and 86.7% respectively).

Only 38% of the tourist at Indochina Market were impressed while the tourists at Pa
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Tam preferred historical ancient monument, at 21.0%. Overall, the tourists who
would like to revisit equal to 80.7%. Proportionately, the tourists at Indochina Market

had given more opinion than the tourists at Pa Tam Court (85.9% and 77.1%
respectively).

Table 4-45 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the need for come
back

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues Indochina Market | Or. Chor. Pa Tam Total Studying
Areas
Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
- Revisit 61 85.9 81 77.1 142 80.7
- Not revisit 0 0.0 2 1.9 2 11
- Uncertain 10 141 22 20.9 32 18.2

From the table 4-45, the tourists who would like to revisit if possible equal to
80.7%

Table 4-46 Number of the Sample Tourist Group classified by the need for
improvement

Opinion of Sample Tourist Group
Studying Issues Indochina Market | Or. Chor. Pa Tam Total Studying
Areas
Number Sample Tourist No. % No. % No. %
Group 71 100.00 105 100.00 176 100.00
- Safety 22 31.0 43 41.0 65 36.9
- Details Crossing Border 23 324 40 38.1 63 35.8
- Tour Sites Cleanliness 27 38.0 27 25.7 54 30.7
- Tourism Information 32 45.1 52 49.5 84 47.7
- Traveling 20 28.2 24 22.9 44 25.0
- Others 4 5.6 12 114 56 31.8
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From Table 4-46, Improvement needed in the tour based referred to satisfaction
information, safety, details crossing border, at 47.7%, 36.9% and 35.8% respectively.
Proportionately, the tourists at Indochina Market had given less opinion than the
tourists at Pa Tam Court (45.1% and 49,5% respectively). For safety improvement,
the tourists at Indochina Market had given less opinion than the tourists at Pa Tam
Court (31.0% and 41.1% respectively).With the need for details crossing the border,
the tourists at Indochina Market had given less opinion than those at Pa Tam ( 32.4%

and 38.1%, respectively).

4.1.7 Opinion Analysis of Local Administrative Organization(City
Municipality, Sub District Municipality and Local Administrative Organization)
toward the development of Community Ecotourism network on the Lower

Mekong River.

In this research, the researcher has collected data regarding opinion of 23 Local
Administrative Organizations by mail and received response through returning
questionnaires from 17 organizations, equal to 73.9% of all Local Administrative
Organization in the study area. Findings from data collection, information were
provided by the Deputy of District Administrative Organization, following by the

planning and policies analyst.

4.1.7.1 Revision of Division Authorities

Section 1. General information related to the divisions, such as, division
authority, tourism management in the responsible areas, tourism duties and tourism
policies of divisions and local administrative office in the study areas with overall

authorities related to people and develop responsible areas as being summarized:

(1) Authority of the Local Administrative Organization
(1) Safety of the people 70.6%
(2) Public Areas Cleanliness 100.0%
(3) Provided education for people 94.1%
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(4) Provided floating markets, harbors and piers 35.3%

(5) Maintained and encouraged community occupations 94.1%

(6) Improving the slum and local cleanliness 70.6%

(7) Provided for infrastructures and public welfare 94.1%

(8) Promoted agriculture, handicrafts and cooperative 94.1%

(9) Commercial

(11) Commercial 41.2%

(12)Tourism 70.6%

(13) City Planning 47.1%

(14) Finding income for division, such as, tax collection 100.0%

(15) Natural Resources and environmental management, protection and
maintain 100.0%

(16) Maintaining Art/Culture, tradition and good local wisdom
100.0%.

Overall, the main responsibility of the Local Administration Organization has
been the involvement to raise quality of life among the locals including the materials
development and maintenance of Art/Culture and in raising life quality level the
authority covered unauthorized areas, such as, floating markets, harbors, piers,
commercial business, city planning business ( see details in the appendix 9, Table 4-
A7).

(2) Established Divisions or Officers specifically in charge of tourism

In general, almost 100% of the Local Administrative Organization in the study
area was not under any specific division in charge of tourism. Since, 82.4% of those
divisions were subjected to Office of the Deputy, most Local Administrative
Organization had operated without officer specially in charge of tourism. Therefore,
the number of officers in charge of tourism could not be identified (see details in the
appendix H, Table 4-48).
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(3) Toursim Resources under the Local Administration Authority
In this research, the natural resources were divided into 5 areas of the Local
Administrative Organization
1) Nature, such as, forests, waterfalls, caves
2) Historical/ religion/ ancient monuments and ancient artifacts
3) Culture and activities
4) Tradition and games, local uniqueness
5) Souvenirs, handicrafts
Most natural resources in the study area involved with tradition, games, local
uniqueness, at 76.5%, next, nature at 70.6% and the other areas as well.
History/religion at 23.5%
Culture/activities 23.5%
Souvenirs and handicrafts at 29.4%
Others, such as Conservation Village at 35.5%
(See details appendix H, Table 4-49)

(4) Tourism activities related to the Local Administrative Organization
The Local Administrative Organization had prepared activities related to tourism
in the study area. These were infrastructures, such as, roads to support tourism at
94.1%, promoted employment in the community and income from tourism as well as
promotion activities/ public relations on tourism and tour based, maintenance,
development of tour based at 82.4%, 76.5% and 76.5%, respectively. Besides,
arranging activities in some areas, such as improvement and increasing the number of
public bus and air-conditioned bus, entrance fees for the tour based and designing
varieties of services in the tour based in that area, at 0.0%, 11.8% and 23.5%,
respectively. More areas of management as follows:
1) Safety for the tourists at 47.1 %
2) Coordinating work with the nearby divisions regarding tourism at 64.7%.
3) Improving communication route and network at 58.8%
4) Improving the quality and increasing accommodation to serve the tourists

at 17.6%



Fac. of Grad.Studies. Mahidol Univ. M.Sc.(Env. Planning for Community and Rural Dev.) / 103

The overall picture of Local Administrative Organization related to tourism ( See
details appendix H, Table 4-50)

(5) Local Administrative Organization related to tourism
The Local Administrative Organization in the study area has provided the
policies directly and indirectly related to tourism to cooperate with public, private
sectors including and local people, the highest 94.1%, next promoted and developed
community to support tourism 88.2% and the least promoted in recycling tourism
waste management. The policies of Local Administrative Organization could be
classified as follows:
1) Development of capacity in tourism at 82.4%
2) Promoted the basic structure of public utilities and infrastructures at
82.4%
3) Development of nature interpretation, such as, tourism signs at 64.7%.
4) Managed unique tour based at 70.6%
Promoted conveniences and services at 64.7% (see details appendix 9, Table 4-
51)
(6) Gateway To Indochina
Every Local Administrative Organizations in the study has located in the areas
adjacent to the neighboring country, Laos. Therefore, in the development to link the
area with Indochina countries according to the government plan, the Local
Administrative Organization has become important division to participate in
developing the area under its administration to be the gateway to Indochina. By all,
the Local Administrative Organization in the study area has most supported budget to
provide conveniences, public utilities and infrastructures at 76.5%, next supporting
the production of handicrafts, handmade with the cooperation of private sector and
population in the area development at the same concept, at 70.6%. The least support
policy was the duty-free shop at 17.6%. Besides, the policies of Local
Administrative
(1) Supporting private sector in tourism activities at 41.2%.
(2) Developing nature interpretation, such as making signs in 3 languages
(Thai, Laos and English) at 41.2%.
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(3) Setting up the non-restricted commercial area at 35.3%.

(4) Developing capable personnel , such as, training personnel in foreign
languages at 47.1%

(5) Improving new scenery, such as, get rid of waste/garbage/ local
environment at 64.7%.

(6) Providing more security for people and tourists at 47.1% (see detail
appendix H, Table 4-52)

(7) Tourism Strengths in the area of Local Administrative Organization
In order to develop the tourism in the area, the Local Administrative
Organization must know its strength as the basic foundation for best planning and
supporting the development. The strengths of the study area were local unique culture
and tradition at 94.1%, next, tour based both nature-made and beautiful man-made at
70.6%. With the support of public sector in tourism received the least percentage,
such as, budgeting and conveniences and sufficient services to support tourism.
Hotel/lodgings and public utilities and infrastructures were at equal percentages
29.4%. Besides, the strengths of Local Administrative Organizations in the study area
could be classified as follows:
(1) Well known Historical/Religious sites at 35.3%
(2) Being the central route passing to the other provinces at 41.2%
(3) Having handicraft, beautiful handmade at 41.2%
(4) Being the gateway to Indochina countries at 64.7%
(5) Ready to develop tourism in the area at 47.1%
(6) Received participation from private sector and people in tourism

management at 52.9%( see details appendix H, Table 4-53)

(8) Tourism weaknesses in the area of Local Administrative Organization

At the same time, the Local Administrative Organization must also know its
weaknesses as the basic foundation for best planning and supporting the development
in the area. The weaknesses of the study area were lacking conveniences and services

to support tourism at 76.5%, next, not prepared for developing areas for tourism at
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70.6%. The least percentage had been no crossing border area to Indochina and
lacking cooperation from public sector and people in tourism management at 11.8%.
The strength of the Local Administrative Organization could be further classified

as follows:

1) Interesting tour based resources were not available at 17.6%

2) Qualifies lodgings were not available at 64.7%

3) Lacking the support from public sector in the development of tourism,
such as , budgeting at 17.6% ( See details appendix H, Table 4-54)

Section 2: Opinion from the results of network development of Community-
Ecotourism Route Development, Lower Mekong River and interesting tour based that
should be promoted

According to the opinion of the Local Administrative Organization regarding
results of network development of Community Ecotourism Route Development,
Lower Mekong River,

The development of tourism no matter in which areas usually brought negative
and positive impact to the community, only some benefits such as, creating
employment and work in the community as well as some impacts to the lifestyles of
the locals. As a result from this study, the local division could identify impacts from
the development of tourism.

(1) Changing in economy: Most agreed with 52.9% changes for the better
due to better economic conditions if the tourism has been improved in the area.

(2) Tour business expansion in the area: Most agreed with 47.1% with
changes for the better since tour business expansion brought more growth to tourism
in the area

(3) Creating employment and work: Most agreed with 47.1% changes for
the better since it promoted and develop employment in the community and generate
income as well.

(4) Out of season unemployment: Most agreed with 58.8% changes with
least effect but for the better since most locals were in agricultural. Unemployment
occurred outside the tour season that had no significant impact on the tourism

business.
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(5) Public Relations of the area: Most agreed with 52.9% changes for the
better due more tour promotion made the area well known among the tourists.

(6) Conflict of interest among the locals: Most agreed with 52.9% changes
without any or least impact since the locals respected each others and treated others as
relatives not as stranger doing business in the area.

(7) Expenses in managing community: Most agreed with 70.6% changes
with least impact. The Local Administrative Organization realized that managing the
community has been one of the priority not problems. The only concern was the
insufficient budget.

(8) Understanding between tourists and the locals: Most agreed with 41.2%
changes for the better since tourism would allow the tourists to see the living
conditions and lifestyles, cultures and tradition in the area. However, it depended
upon the tour behavior of each tourist.

(9) Changing lifestyles of the locals: Most agreed with 76.5% changes with
the least impact. However, the Local Administrative Organization realized that the
tourism brought about the development , resulting in changing lifestyles to support
tourism. In this study, tourism that has been the strong selling point was the
uniqueness of the area and the community. Therefore, the community must maintain
its uniqueness although few changes might occurred from the development.

(10) Cooperation between the public sectors and private sectors and people:
Most agreed with 58.8% changes for the better due to the network development could
result in cooperation between concerned divisions.

(11) Destruction of Culture, local value: Most agreed with 64.7 % changes
with no impact and the Local Administrative Organization realized that development
in tourism had not destroyed Art Culture. In contrary, the tourism should promote the
feeling of belongings and the need to the preserve Art Culture of the community.

(12) Changing in economy: Most agreed with 52.9% changes for the better
due to better economic conditions if the tourism has been improved in the area.

(13) Destruction of tour based and Natural Resources: Most agreed with
52.9 % changes with no impact and the Local Administrative Organization had
cooperated with each other to protect the natural resources and tour based in the area.

Besides, most tourist had travel with more consciousness
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(14) Safety: Most agreed with 64.7% changes with the most impact. The
Local Administrative Organization realized the good results from the development of
tourism and promotion. If the tourists visited the area more, the Local Administrative
must pay more attention in this area.

(15) Cooperation in maintaining the local environment: Most agreed with
52.9% changes with the most impact. The Local Administrative Organization realized
that more tourists in the area might cause some decay in the environment that could
be the reason for the people to constantly maintained the area for sustainable tourism
as the way to generate income on going basis.

(16) Tour Information: Most agreed with 70.6% changes with the most
impact. The Local Administrative Organization realized that the area has been the
gateway to Indochina, the information regarding the neighboring countries were
interested in formation, such as , procedures for crossing the border. These
information could assist the tourists who want to visit Indochina countries as well as
promoting Thailand as the center of tourism in this region.

(17) Diversified Tourism: Most agreed with 58.8% changes with the most
impact. The Local Administrative Organization realized changes for the better since
many tourism resources were available . Therefore, managing tourism as network
matching with the capability of the area would attract more tourist attention .

See Appendix H, Table 5-55 for more details on the opinion of the Local

Administrative Organization.

4.2 Community Network Tourism on the Lower Mekong River ( Mukdahan,
Amnat Charoen and Ubon Rat Chathani)

From overall study, the researcher had analyzed data and formulated the
Community Network Tourism consisted of Mukdahan Province, Amnat Charoen
Province and Ubon Ratchathani that already prepared the policies to promote and
support tourism since these areas had been known as the gateway to Indochina.
Besides, the tour based in the area were diversified and spreading all over the study

areas, suitable for making into the tourism network.
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(1) Most nature tour based spreading themselves within the provincial area
of Ubon Ratchathani even though some were available in Mukdahan and Amnat
Charoen, they were not outstanding, except the National Park of Mukdahan ( Pu Pa
Toeb) with different shapes of nature-made rocks and being one of the tour based in
UNSEEN IN THAILAND program of the Tourism Authority of Thailand.

(2) Most tour based in history, religion, ancient monuments and objects
spreading themselves within the study areas and the most outstanding one has been
the prehistoric paintings at the National Park at Pa Tam, Ubon Ratchathani,
Mahoratuk Drum at Wat Matchimmawas, Don Tan District, Mukdahan Province and
many temples.

(3) Most tour based in cultural art, tradition, activities and lifestyles
spreading themselves within the study areas, especially Mukdahan Province with
cultures of different tribes gathered at the Grandeur Glass Tower at Mukdahan.
Besides, there were annual tradition boat racing of 3 Provinces and different festivals
at each seasons.

(4) Most man-made tour based were made from improving nature to be
more beautiful and interesting. These tour based spread themselves in the study area
and the most interesting place has been the Grandeur Glass Tower of Mukdaharn.
More tour based were reservoirs and public parks.

Information from tour based in the study areas and documents related to tourism
could assist in the designing of manual network for Community Ecotourism route at
Lower Mekong River.

The Community Ecotourism network route at Lower Mekong River ( Mukdahan,
Amnat Charoen and Ubon Ratchatani ) with the jingle as” Glory morning, merit
making, ancient tradition, mountainous range, beautiful rocks along Mekong
Rivers connecting with Indochina”. This tour manual consisted of map of tour
based in the study area (illustration 4-1), travel programs, boat cruises, lodgings,
restaurants, telephone numbers of important places and procedures for crossing border

with the neighboring countries.
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Figure 4-1 Community-Ecotourism Route Network on the Lower of the Mekong

River Map

This Community-Ecotourism Route Network could connected to tourism sources
in research areas (illustration 4-2) and link to tourism sources in neighbor countries by
pass on International Immigration office and ease checkpoint in research areas
(illustration 4-3)
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Figure 4-2 Connection tourism sources in research areas map
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4.2.1 Tour Programs in the Studying Areas

Tour program in this study contained rainy season tour, ending rainfall-
beginning winter (3days2 nights). The tour program during ending rainfall-beginning
winter consisted of hiking-rafting (2days 1 night) and tour program during winter-

summer (3days 2 nights) per the following details.

4.2.1.1 Tour Programs during the Rainy Season until beginning Winter
Season

First Program (3 days 2 nights)

First Day

- Nature Tour along Mekong River Bank, shopping and observing local lifestyle
at Indochina market.

- Pay homage to Fa Mung Muang Holy Father Shire, Song Nang Song Pee Nong
Holy Mother Shire, Wat Sri Mongkol Tai, Phra Bud Sing Song at Wat Sri Boon
Rung.

- View Mukdahan historical background and eight tribes of Mukdahan, scenery
of Mukdahan Province and Sawanna Khet of Laos from the Glass Tower of
Mukdahan.

- Having lunch in Mukdahan province, comprised of varieties of local and
Vietnamese foods to choose from.

- View scenery of Mukdahan, Mekong River and Sawanna Khet District as well
as nature tour at Pu Manorom.

- View Scenery of the National Park of Mukdahan, such as, Pu Pa Teb, Mujalin
Court, Wang Mujalin Court, Wang Duen Ha Waterfall.

- Pay homage to the statue of Buddha at Wat Mutchimawas and viewing the
ancient victory drum at Don Tan District.

- Visit Historical Princess Mother National Park(\orawat Base Operation).

- Visit the beautiful Hin Beach and Wat Wenchai, especially during ebbed tide.

- Visit the Dam and view nature along Mekong River Bank at Don Tan District.
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- Stay at the conserved tourism village, Ban Nonglom, Pho Sai District to view
nature along Mekong River Bank, local culture including pay homage to Mujalin

Holy Father, having meals on the raft and stay overnight in the bamboo hut.

Second Day

- Visit Public Park during morning, local lifestyles in front of Chanuman District
Office.

- Pay homage to the statue of Buddha at Wat Ubbmung, also house * Great Lord
Ong Muen” whom the local gave the most respected.

- View scenery along Mekong River Bank and temporary checkpoint in front of
Kemrat Municipality Office with the display of local merchandise, forest goods from
Laos for sale.

- Pay homage to the statute of Buddha at Wat Pho ( Great Lord Ong San) and
Wat Pak Sang (Great Lord Ong Tae) whom the local repected the most.

- View scenery along Mekong River Bank near the beach at Song Kon Sub
District, Pho Sai District and having lunch at the restaurant near Mekong River

- Swimming at Kanya islet, Sampan Bok, originated from the current of Mekong
River passed through the stone to make it hollow at Laui Ngam Sub District which is
considered an amazing natural phenomena.

- View Chaleng Yai Pillar at Sumrong Sub District which is considered much
bigger than those at Pa Tam

- View sunset at Or.Chor. Pa Tam and stay at Or.Chor Pa Tam guest houses or
camping. Overnight stay at the guest house must contact the National Park in

advance.

Third Day
- View beautiful sunrise at Pa Tam Court, Or.Chor Pa Tam when the day light
first appeared and the scenery of Mekong River as far as one could see.
- View the historical color pictures at Pa Tam over 300 years old.
- View Chaleng Mushroom Pillar as an amazing nature-made.
- View and swim at Soi Sawan and Sang Jun Waterfall

- Having lunch at the raft near Mekong River Bank at Kong Jiam District.
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- View scenery near Mekong River Bank at Bon Hin Tung Public Park.

- Pay homage to Luang Pu Kum Kanung at Wat Tum Kuha Sawan.

- Shopping for local merchandise at the border market of Meg Channel as the
tour sites near the studying area.

- Return to Ubon Ratchathani.

Second Program (3days 2 nights)

First Day

- Nature Tour along Mekong River Bank, shopping and observing local lifestyle
at Indochina market.

- Pay homage to Fa Mung Muang Holy Father Shire, Song Nang Song Pee Nong
Holy Mother Shire, Wat Sri Mongkol Tai, Phra Bud Sing Song at Wat Sri Boon
Rung.

- View Mukdaharn historical background and eight tribes of Mukdaharn, scenery
of Mukdaharn Province and Sawanna Khet of Laos from the Glass Tower of
Mukdaharn.

- Having lunch in Mukdaharn province, comprised of varieties of local and
Vietnamese foods to choose from.

- View scenery of Mukdaharn, Mekong River and Sawanna Khet District as well
as nature tour at Pu Manorom.

- View scenery of the National Park of Mukdaharn, such as, Pu Pa Teb, Mujalin
Court, Wang Mujalin Court, Wang Duen Ha Waterfall.

- Pay homage to the statue of Buddha at Wat Mutchimawas and viewing the
ancient victory drum at Don Tan District.

- Visit historical Princess Mother National Park(\VVorawat Base Operation).

- View the Dam and nature along Mekong River Bank at Don Tan District.

- Stay at the conserved tourism village, Ban Nonglom, Pho Sai District to view
nature along Mekong River Bank, local culture including pay homage to Mujalin

Holy Father, having meals on the raft and stay overnight in the bamboo hut.
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Second Day

- Visit Public Park during morning, local lifestyles in front of Chanuman District
Office.

- Pay homage to the statue of Buddha at Wat Ubbmung, also house “ Great Lord
Ong Muen” whom the local gave the most respected.

- View scenery along Mekong River Bank and temporary checkpoint in front of
Kemrat Municipality Office with the display of local merchandise, forest goods from
Laos for sale.

- Pay homage to the statute of Buddha at Wat Pho ( Great Lord Ong San) and
Wat Pak Sang (Great Lord Ong Tae) whom the local respected the most.

- View scenery along Mekong River Bank near the beach at Song Kon Sub
District, Pho Sai District and having lunch at the restaurant near Mekong River

- Swim at Kanya islet, Laui Ngam Sub District , Pho Sai District.

- View Chaleng Yai Pillar at Sumrong Sub District which is considered much
bigger than those at Pa Tam

- View sunset at Or.Chor. Pa Tam and staying at Kong Jiam District.

Third Day

- Watch beautiful sunrise at Don Hin Tung Public Park.

- Visit local market during morning, Ta Pla near Mekong River Bank and having
Vietnamese meals.

- View the historical color pictures at Pa Tam over 300 years old.

- View Chaleng Mushroom Pillar as an amazing nature-made.

- View and swim at Soi Sawan and Sang Jun Waterfall

- Having Lunch at the raft near Mekong River Bank at Kong Jiam District.

- View scenery near Mekong River Bank at Bon Hin Tung Public Park.

- Shopping for local merchandise at the border market of Meg Channel as the
tour sites near the studying area.

- Return to Ubon Rat Chathani.

Tour route and tourism sources on Tour Programs during the Rainy Season until

beginning Winter Season (illustration 4-5)
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Figure 4-5 Tour Programs during the Rainy Season until beginning Winter

Season Map

4.2.1.2 Tour Program for ending rainy season and beginning winter

(October-December)

Natam Dense Forest-Pa Chanadai , Forest Walk-Rafting (2days 1 night)

Traveling to Natam Dense Forest-Pa Chanadai could be chosen from 3 points,

guardian point at Or.Chor Pa Tam (Ban Tung Na Muang), Wat Pathiharn and Ban

Pakla but mostly used for descending.
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Ban Tung Na Muang Route-Huay Pok Waterfall

First Day

- Depart from the Guardian point Or.Chor Pa Tam4 (Ban Tung Na Muang), this
route was suitable for the tourists who preferred to be close to nature. However, one
must be in good physical shape since in walking path was 10.5 Kilometers long,
lasting for 6 hours walk, with many interesting points along the route.

- Phra Sung Cave as similar as Chaleng Pillar and Rock Hollow that the local
had placed the statue of Buddha made of wood and Krung. Currently, it has been
stolen.

- Tung Na Muang Waterfall as the small waterfall, suitable for swimming.

- Pu Nam Tum as the sandstone mound with the flowing water.

- Hin Foon Cliff as the sandstone Cliff for sharpen the knife

- Bok Long CIiff as the mountain mound, finding the ancient casket that had
already been burnt.

- Chaleng Pillar as the group of 2-3 pillars, smaller than the ones at Pa Tam.

- Yok Rock as the giant rock weight around 50 tons, but one could push it easily
with one hand.

- Pu Jom Kon located between Chaleng Pillar and Yok Rock with beautiful
flowers on the rock court.

- Pa Dang as the beautiful scenic point.

- Nean Son Song Bai as many second leaves Pine trees grew along the rock,
giving nice shade.

- Pa Chanadai the extended cliff into Mekong River that the Met Department has
set the sunrise in Thailand on both side of Mekong River and Laos during September
to December, covering by the sea of cloud with cool weather.

- Huaypok Waterfall as the small water with three levels of falls. During rainy
season with lots of water, one could swim. Among the rock along the waterfall,
finding yellow Nuanchan grow beautifully. The area along Huaypok Waterfall can be

the camping area.
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Second Day

- Watch sunrise before anyone in the country at Chanadai CIiff.

- Return through Ban Pakla route, passing through many interesting points.

- Kumpan CIiff, as the point to view scenery , with the shape of Kumpan ship
with the flower field, such as, Soisuwanna, growing on the giant rock court.

- Hin Tak CIiff as the large cliff extended into the river, similar to Lomsak CIiff
at Pukradung, without the Pine trees. It has become the pont to watch the sunrise and
sun set.

- Nam Kwangton or Kwangton, represented the jumping deer, as the one story
cliff

- Red Palm Cave

- Ban Pak La for the tourists to cruise along Mekong Riverbank to Ban
Kantaguian for 30 minutes, enabling them to see the fisherman lifestyle who staying
in the shack built for fishing. The tourists would be able to arrange for a car picked-up
at Ban Taguian.

- Returning

Wat Tum Pathiharn-Huay Pok Waterfall Route

First Day

- Depart from Wat Tum Pathiharn Route, suitable for a person with little time,
enable to drive along the gravel road to the temple, continuing by walking tour for 8.5
Kilometers. There were many interesting points along the path.

- Kid Waterfall as the one story Waterfall flew from the Cliff

- Turtle seeing Moon Rock as the sandstone rock shaped like a giant turtle
looking over the sky. Finding wild flowers, such as, Ma Ving or Red Ubol grew along
the rock.

- Sapun Waterfall as the small Waterfall similar to Kid Waterfall

- Waterhole with water from the ground, covered by green fern.

- Plan Hin Tum Hi as the giant stone park with the field of flowers covering the
stone, such as, Soisuwanna, Dusita, Maneedeva, Tipkaysorn, Bua Grass. In the
evening, it has become the place to watch the beautiful sunset.

- A pair of Chaleng Pillar
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- Knon Tam

- Nean Son Song Bai as many second leaves Pine trees grew along the rock,
giving nice shade.

- Chanadai cliff as the extended cliff into Mekong River.

- Huay Pok Waterfall as the camping ground.

Second Day

- Watch sunrise before anyone in the country at Chanadai Cliff.

- Return through Ban Pakla route, passing through many interesting points.

- Kumpan CIiff, as the point to view scenery , with the shape of Kumpan ship
with the flower field, such as, Soisuwanna, growing on the giant rock court.

- Hin Tak CIiff as the large cliff extended into the river, similar to Lomsak CIiff
at Pukradung, without the Pine trees. It has become the pont to watch the sunrise and
sun set.

- Nam Kwangton or Kwangton, represented the jumping deer, as the one story
cliff

- Choi Waterfall

- Red Palm Cave

- Ban Pak La for the tourists to cruise along Mekong River Bank to Ban
Kantaguian for 30 minutes, enabling them to see the fisherman lifestyle who staying
in the shack built for fishing. The tourists would be able to arrange for a car picked-up
at Ban Taguian.

- Returning

Tourism Route and tour sources on Tour Program for ending rainy season and
beginning winter (October-December), Wat Tum Pathiharn-Huay Pok Waterfall
Route and Ban Tung Na Muang Route-Huay Pok Waterfall (illustration 4-6)
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Figure 4-6 Tourism Route and tour sources on Tour Program for ending rainy
season and beginning winter, Wat Tum Pathiharn-Huay Pok

Waterfall Route and Ban Tung Na Muang Route-Huay Pok Waterfall

Pu Samui Program Forest Walk-Cruise(2days 1 night)

Walking tour Rock Cliff, Forest, mountain climbing

Traveling on Pu Samui should inform Samrong District Administration to find
tour guide and carrier.

First Day

- Cruise along Mekong River at Song Kon Beach to view the nature along both
sides of Mekong River banks and lifestyle of the locals, such as, fishery.

- Viewing Kunya Islet, swimming at Lau Ngam Sub Dustrict

- Chaleng Yai Pillar located high at the Dwarf Forest, larger than Chaleng Pillar
at Pa Tam National Park.

- Contacting Sumrong District Administration for the Tour guide and Carrier

- Traveling to Ban Saeng Thong leading to Pu Samui.

- Traveling to Pu Samui for 1.5 Kilomaters.
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- Lodging at Doi Mee as the highest peak of Pu Samui with rocks in different
shapes according to the imagination. Camping at Pu Samui  without much
convenience including toilet since it was located in Or.Chor Pa Tam area.

- Traveling to beautiful Pa Nang Koi to watch sunset.

Second Day
- Watch sunrise and sunset at beautiful Pa Rung Arrun.
- Hung Kumprang as the place to view the beautiful sea of cloud in the morning.
- Visting Pa Nok haw as the place to view Mekong River in the high ground.
- Tam Cave with the Historical painting on the cave wall
- Returning
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Figure 4-7 Tourism route and Tour sources on Program for ending rainy season

and beginning winter, Pu Samui Program Forest Walk-Cruise
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4.2.1.3 Tour Program from ending of Rainy season to beginning of
Draught

First Program (3 days2 nights)

First Day

- Nature Tour along Mekong River Bank, shopping and observing local lifestyle
at Indochina market.

- Pay homage to Fa Mung Muang Holy Father Shire, Song Nang Song Pee Nong
Holy Mother Shire, Wat Sri Mongkol Tai, Phra Bud Sing Song at Wat Sri Boon
Rung.

- View Mukdaharn historical background and eight tribes of Mukdaharn, scenery
of Mukdaharn Province and Sawanna Khet of Laos from the Glass Tower of
Mukdaharn.

- Having lunch in Mukdaharn province, comprised of varieties of local and
Vietnamese foods to choose from.

- View scenery of Mukdaharn, Mekong River and Sawanna Khet District as well
as nature tour at Pu Manorom.

- View scenery of the National Park of Mukdaharn, such as, Pu Pa Teb, Mujalin
Court, Wang Duen Ha Waterfall.

- Pay homage to the statue of Buddha at Wat Mutchimawas and viewing the
ancient victory drum at Don Tan District.

- Visit Historical Princess Mother National Park(\orawat Base Operation).

- Viewing the beautiful Hin Beach and Wat Wenchai, especially during ebbed
tide.

- View the Dam and nature along Mekong River Bank at Don Tan District.

- Stay at the conserved tourism village, Ban Nonglom, Pho Sai District to view
nature along Mekong River Bank, local culture including pay homage to Mujalin

Holy Father, having meals on the raft and stay overnight in the bamboo hut.

Second Day
- View Public Park during morning, local lifestyles in front of Chanuman District
Office.
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- View Talang Islet, Hin Kun Islet, enabled to see beautiful rock islet during the
ebb tide.

- Pay homage to the statue of Buddha at Wat Ubbmung, also house “ Great Lord
Ong Muen” whom the local gave the most respected.

- View scenery along Mekong River Bank and temporary checkpoint in front of
Kemrat Municipality Office with the display of local merchandise, forest goods from
Laos for sale.

- Pay homage to the statute of Buddha at Wat Pho ( Great Lord Ong San) and
Wat Pak Sang (Great Lord Ong Tae) whom the local repected the most.

- View scenery along Mekong River Bank near the beach at Song Kon Sub
District, Pho Sai District and having lunch at the restaurant near Mekong River

- View Pak Bong as the most narrow area of Mekong River with the width of 56
meters.

- Swim at Kanya islet, Sampan Bok, originated from the current of Mekong
River passed through the stone to make it hollow at Laui Ngam Sub District which is
considered an amazing natural phenomena.

- View Chaleng Yai Pillar at Sumrong Sub District which is considered much
bigger than those at Pa Tam

- View sunset at Or.Chor. Pa Tam and staying at Or.Chor Pa Tam , having both
guest houses and areas for camping. Wanting to stay at the guest house must contact

the National Park in advance.

Third Day

- View beautiful sunrise at Pa Tam Court, Or.Chor Pa Tam when the day light
first appeared and the scenery of Mekong River as far as one could see.

- View the historical color pictures at Pa Tam over 300 years old.

- View Chaleng Mushroom Pillar as an amazing nature-made.

- Have Lunch at the raft near Mekong River Bank at Kong Jiam District.

- Boat Tour at Tana Islet passing through Hi Cave, Rimmool Waterfall, Mool
River Basin, Song See River.

- View scenery near Mekong River Bank at Bon Hin Tung Public Park.

- Pay homage to Luang Pu Kum Kanung at Wat Tum Kuha Sawan.
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- Shopping for local merchandise at the border market of Meg Channel as the
tour sites near the studying area.
- Return to Ubon Rat Chathani.

Second Program ( 3 days 2 nights)

First Day

- Nature Tour along Mekong River Bank, shopping and observing local lifestyle
at Indochina market.

- Pay homage to Fa Mung Muang Holy Father Shire, Song Nang Song Pee Nong
Holy Mother Shire, Wat Sri Mongkol Tai, Phra Bud Sing Song at Wat Sri Boon
Rung.

- View Mukdaharn historical background and eight tribes of Mukdaharn, scenery
of Mukdaharn Province and Sawanna Khet of Laos from the Glass Tower of
Mukdaharn.

- Having lunch in Mukdaharn province, comprised of varieties of local and
Vietnamese foods to choose from.

- View scenery of Mukdaharn, Mekong River and Sawanna Khet District as well
as nature tour at Pu Manorom.

- View Scenery of the National Park of Mukdaharn, such as, Pu PA Teb, Mujalin
Court, Wang Duen Ha Waterfall.

- Pay homage to the statue of Buddha at Wat Mutchimawas and viewing the
ancient victory drum at Don Tan District.

- View History at the Princess Mother National Park(Vorawat Base Operation).

- View the beautiful Hin Beach and Wat Wenchai, especially during ebbed tide.

- View the Dam and nature along Mekong River Bank at Don Tan District.

- Stay at the conserved tourism village, Ban Nonglom, Pho Sai District to view
nature along Mekong River Bank, local culture including pay homage to Mujalin

Holy Father, having meals on the raft and stay overnight in the bamboo hut.

Second Day
- View Public Park during morning, local lifestyles in front of Chanuman District
Office.
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- Pay homage to the statue of Buddha at Wat Ubbmung, also house * Great Lord
Ong Muen” whom the local gave the most respected.

- View scenery along Mekong Riverbank and temporary checkpoint in front of
Kemrat Municipality Office with the display of local merchandise, forest goods from
Laos for sale.

- Pay homage to the statute of Buddha at Wat Pho ( Great Lord Ong San) and
Wat Pak Sang (Great Lord Ong Tae) whom the local respected the most.

- View scenery along Mekong Riverbanks near the beach at Song Kon Sub
District, Pho Sai District and having lunch at the restaurant near Mekong Riverbank.

- View Pak Bong as the most narrow area of Mekong River with the width of 56
meters.

- Swim at Kanya islet, Sampan Bok, originated from the current of Mekong
River passed through the stone to make it hollow at Laui Ngam Sub District which is
considered an amazing natural phenomena.

- View Chaleng Yai Pillar at Sumrong Sub District which is considered much
bigger than those at Pa Tam

- View sunset at Or.Chor. Pa Tam and returning to Kong Jiam District.

Third Day

- View sunrise at Don Hin Tung Public Park.

- Visit morning local market, fish pier near Mekong Riverbanks and having
Vietnamese foods.

- Boat Tour at Ban Kum-Kong Jiam, Laos Village (Ban Mai)-Pak Mool-Tana
Islet- Mae Nam Song See.

- View and swimming at Soi Sawan Waterfall and Sang Jun Waterfall.

- Having lunch on the raft near Mekong River Bank at Kong Jiam Sub District.

- View Historical Color Pictures at Pa Tam over 300 years old.

- View Chaleng Mushroom Pillars as an amazing nature-made.

- Shopping for local merchandise at the border market at Meg Channel as the
tour based near the study area.

- Returning to Ubon Ratchathani.
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Tourism Route and Tour sources on Tour Program from ending of Rainy season

to beginning of Draught
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Figure 4-8 Tourism Route and Tour sources on Tour Program from ending of

Rainy season to beginning of Draught

The Community-Ecotourism Route Network at the Lower side of Mekong River,

present in handbook see detail in appendix
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4.3 The Evaluation for developing Community-Ecotourism Route Network of the
Lower Mekong River

Evaluation for developing Community-Ecotourism Route Network of the Lower
Mekong River, evaluated by representatives from:

1. Local District Administration Organization in research areas, such as, City
Municipality of Mukdahan 1 office, Sub District Municipality 4 offices and Local
Administrative Organization 19 offices.

2. Head of Pa Tam National Park and Mukdahan National Park total 2 offices.

3. The Tourism Authority of Thailand, North-East Region Branch 2 and 4 total 2
offices.

Then, total 28 representatives who evaluated for developing Community-
Ecotourism Route Network of the Lower Mekong River, by researcher was posted
evaluate form and tourism network to officers and the officers had accept 21 officers,

evaluated result (illustration on Table 4-47) follow:
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Table 4-47 Evaluated of Community-Ecotourism Route Network of the Lower

Mekong River

level of appropriate

Evaluate pattern Maximum | Several | Medium Few | Minimum | Average Mode
5 4 3 2 1 Score
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Pattern of tourism
Network
1. The appropriated of 6 9 5 1 0 3.95 4
route on tourism (28.6) (42.9) (23.8) (4.8) (0.0
network
2. The appropriated of 7 9 4 1 0
tourism sources on (33.3) (42.9) (19.0) (4.8) (0.0 A% 4
tourism network
3. The appropriated of 0 12 7 2 0
lodge (0.0) (57.1) (333) | (9.5) (0.0) T !
4. The appropriated of 2 8 9 2 0 4z 3
tour program (9.5) (38.1) (42.9) (9.5) (0.0)
5. The appropriated of 2 5 13 1 0
time with tourism (9.5) (23.8) (61.9) (4.8) 0.0 3.38 3
program
6. . The appropriated 2 8 9 2 0
of activities on (9.5) (38.1) (42.9) (9.5) (0.0) 3.47 3
tourism network
Pattern of connection
tourism network
1. The appropriated of 4 10 5 2 0
connected tourism (19.0) (47.6) (23.8) (9.5) (0.0) 376 A

sources on tourism

network
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Table 4-47 Evaluated of Community-Ecotourism Route Network of the Lower

Mekong River (cont.)

Evaluate pattern

level of appropriate

Maximum

(%0)

Several

Medium
4 3
(%) (%)

Few

2

(%)

Minimum
1
(%)

Average

Score

Mode

Pattern of connection
tourism network

2. Connection,
coordination of Local
Administration
Organization in that
province on tourism

network

(4.8)

(33.3) | (42.9)

(19.0)

(0.0)

3.23

3. Connection,
coordination of Local
Administration
Organization between
province on tourism

network

(9.5)

(33.3) | (38.1)

(19.0)

(0.0)

3.33

4. Connection,
coordination of relate
offices both of public
sector and private
sector on tourism

network

(9.5)

(286) | (47.6)

(14.3)

(0.0)

3.33

From Table 4-47, Evaluated result of Community-Ecotourism Route Network of

the Lower Mekong River follow:

The appropriated of route on tourism network of evaluation was several level

(42.9%) and evaluated summarize was medium level in average score is 3.95

The appropriated of tourism sources on tourism network of evaluation was

several level (42.9%) and evaluated summarize was several level in average score is

4.04
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The appropriated of lodge point on tourism network of evaluation was several
level (57.1%) and evaluated summarize was medium level in average score is 3.47

The appropriated of tour program on tourism network of evaluation was medium
level (42.9%) and evaluated summarize was medium level in average score is 3.47

The appropriated of time with tourism program on tourism network of evaluation
was medium level (61.9%) and evaluated summarize was medium level in average
score is 3.38

The appropriated of activities on tourism network of evaluation was medium
level (42.9%) and evaluated summarize was medium level in average score is 3.47

The appropriated of connected tourism sources on tourism network of evaluation
was several level (47.6%) and evaluated summarize was medium level in average
score is 3.76

The appropriated of Connection, Coordination of Local Administration
Organization in that province on tourism network of evaluation was medium level
(42.9 %) and evaluated summarize was medium level in average score is 3.32

The appropriated of Connection, Coordination of Local Administration
Organization between province on tourism network of evaluation was medium level
(38.1%) and evaluated summarize was medium level in average score is 3.33

The appropriated of Connection, Coordination of Local Administration
Organization relate offices both of public sector and private sector on tourism network
of evaluation was medium level (47.6%) and evaluated summarize was medium level

in average score is 3.33
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CHAPTER 5
DISCUSSIONS

The study to develop network for Rural and Community Based Ecotourism of
the Lower Mekong River covered areas in three Provinces, Mukdahan, Amnat
Charoen and Ubon Ratchatani, with the purpose to formulate the manual for network
route appropriated for tourism in the study areas. It was aimed to link tourism in all
three Provinces by having the Mekong River as the starting point as well as
connecting tourism with the neighboring countries that might be adapted for using in
other areas quite similar to the study areas for their own benefit. Study and results

could be summarized as follows.

5.1 Tourism Resources and Services in the study areas

Status of the tourism resources in the study areas was in good conditions with
diversified tourism resources along the Mekong River, especially Ubon Ratchathani
Province. Most tour based had been in good conditions and well known among the
tourists. Besides, Ubon Ratchathani Province has become the center for tourism in
this region due to the readiness in the basic infrastructures and conveniences in
tourism, such as, tourism services, accommodations, restaurants and communication.
It was coincided with the research study of Nanthana AnanThai(1994) who studied
planning development of tourism in Ubon Ratchathani Province. She founded that
general status, such as, topography, culture and ancient tradition including the public
utilities services had supported tourism expansion of Ubon Ratchathani. The research
study of Sompong Thongchai and Associates (2004) who had studied the readiness in
services of tourism industry provided by Thai Local Administrative Organization of
Lower Mekong River (Mukdahan, Amnat Charoen and Ubon Ratchathani Provinces)
also concided with the study. Finding Ubon Ratchathani Province continuously

developed tourism based to become the tourism center of this region with complete
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diversified tour based. As for Mukdahan Province and Amnat Charoen Province, both
cities have been developing tourism, especially Mukdahan from the construction of
the 2" bridge across Mekong River that would link tourism between the neighboring
countries, luring both potential tourists and investors. Seizing the opportunity to
reinforce both economy and tourism, Mukdahan Province has developed policies to
actively promote tourism in all aspects, tour based, activities and convenience to
welcome the tourists, This has concurred with the research study of Sompong
Thongchai and Associates (2004). Finding that Mukdahan Province has constantly
developed tourism tour based, both new and old to attract the tourists. As for Amnat
Charoen Province with the least area to study and tour based that was not quite
attractive, approximate area of 38 kilometers. Therefore, the need development in
tourism concurred with the research of Sompong Tongchai and Associates (2004)
who had studied the readiness in tourism services industry by Thai Local
Administrative Organization of Lower Mekong River ( Mukdahan, Amnat Charoen
and Ubon Ratchathani Provinces). Finding Ubon Ratchathani Province and the
newest established Province, Amnat Charoen had not been actively prepared for

tourism and still needed more development.

5.2 Opinion of the Tourists towards Tourism in the Study Areas

In this research, the tourists in this random sampling were 176 persons by
collecting samples from 2 tour based, Indochina Market, Mukdahan Province and Pa

Tam Court, The National Park of Pa Tam, Ubon Ratchathani, proportionately.

For research purposes, the researcher has given more attention to the need of the
tourists and their satisfaction in conveniences from traveling in the research area.
Besides, the researcher took interest in network tourism just to extract information for
designing the tourism network (illustration in 5.2 to develop tourism network for
Rural and Community Based Ecotourism of the Lower Mekong River). Information
from questionnaires suggested that most tourists who traveled to the area attracted to

the natural beauty since the study area located Mekong River with beautiful attractive
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scenery and ancient monuments. This finding was coincided with the study of
Nongnuch Rojvetch (2586) who had studied the development of network and
traveling plan within the country: Specific case study on the northeast region founded
that the natural tour based was the most preferred tour based and coincided with the
research of Pensri Charoenvanich and Associates (2000) who studied the tourism of
northeast region: Case studies on tour based of Southern Isan on the Provinces of Buri
Ram , Nakhorn Ratchasima , Surin, Sri Sa Ket and Ubon Rat Chathani. Finding that
the most preferred and interested tour based among the tourists were ancient

monuments and historical parks, next to natural tour based.

Besides, the tourists who had visited the study areas were impressed by the
natural beauty and expressed the desire to revisit whenever possible. However, there
has been some concern in tourism information and safety including the details for
crossing border to the neighboring countries, tour based and tourism services of the
neighboring countries. These information were considered essential for the tourists
traveling to Indochina countries and crucial information for the responsible agencies
due to their locations near the border that could be linked to the neighboring countries
in Indochina. This study was coincided with the research of Sompong Thongchai and
Associates (2004) who had studied the readiness in the tourism industry by Thai
Local Administrative Organization of Lower Mekong River (Mukdahan, Amnat
Charoen and Ubon Ratchathani). Findings that the tourist were quite impressed and
would like to revisit whenever possible. However, the public relations and the tourism
promotion still needed further development and better improvement, similar to the
work of Pensri Charoenvanich and Associates ( 2000) who had conducted the study
on the development of tourism market of the northeast region: Case study of South
Isan tour based, Buri Ram, Nakhorn Ratchasima , Surin , Sri Sa Ket and Ubon
Ratchathani suggested that most visited tourists would like to revisit in the future.
The government divisions and business proprietors have become essential in the
development of tourism market in Southern Isan. This finding was coincided with the
study of Pitsanu Waiwuthi (1999) regarding factors effected the acceptance of foreign
visitors. He has founded that limiting proper tourism route, advertising through

leaflets and traveling manuals impacted tourism market and tourists satisfaction.
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The tourists in the areas had paid more attention in the network tourism and
private tour through automobile since most tourists were locals. Besides, automobile
traveling gave more conveniences and privacy than traveling with tour agency. This
finding was coincided with the research of Pensri Charoenvanich and associates
(2000) who had studied tourism market of northeast region: Case study of South Isan
tour based, Buri Ram, Nakhorn Ratchasima , Surin , Sri Sa Ket and Ubon Rat

Chathani suggested that most visited preferred to travel by private automobiles

5.3 Opinion of Local Administrative Organization in the Study Areas

The Local Administrative Organization in the research areas consisted of City
Municipality, Sub District Municipality and Local Administrative Organization. In
overall, their primary duties concerned with raising the local’s quality of lives as well
as developing the fundamental structure and maintaining the local art and culture. As
for tourism, the Local Administrative Organization has arranged promotion for
fundamental structure to support tourism and publicize local tour based well known

among the tourists.

Findings from the research suggested that most Local Administrative
Organization were ready for planning and developing policies to promote tourism but
missing crucial elements in personnel, budget, conveniences and services in the areas.
It was coincided with the research of Sompong Thongchai and Associates (2004) who
had studied the readiness of tourism industry a group of Thai Local Administrative
Organization of Provinces along Lower Mekong River (Mukdahan, Amnat Charoen
and Ubon Ratchathani). Findings that most local administrators were excellent in
planning to set up committee in charge of festival, tour based improvement, finding
conference center, products exhibition center to support tourism, developing
transportation routes and accessibility for most Provinces along the Lower Mekong
River but lacking personnel and budget to support tourism. It was also coincided with
the study of Rapeepol Yuvaniyom (1998), who stated that two obvious problems that
could be seen from the planning of Tourism Authority of Thailand were insufficient

personnel and budget. Furthermore, the study of Manus Suwan (1998) on the trend of

tourism administration and management in the responsible areas of the Local
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Administrative Organization and Sub District Council had concurred with former
findings. He had found that the Local Administrative Organization must try to make
the tour based and services in own areas well known and popular among the targeted

tourists.

Findings further from the research that, the Local Administrative Organization
concerned mostly on the tourism networks that brought more changes to the
community and population in the areas. These were changes in economic, business
expansion, creating employment and occupation, publicity, friendship between the
tourists and locals, cooperation between public, private sectors and population,
security and environmental awareness, information regarding tourism in the area and
nearby and the neighboring countries and finally the diversified forms of tourism.
Since those changes had brought more benefits to the community and locals, the
Local Administrative Organization has set up the plan and policies to manage tourism
in own area even though within narrow limitation due to insufficient numbers of
personnel and budget constraint that became big barrier to the operation. Only the
Local Administrative Organization with well-known tour based under its supervision

could operate systematically.

Information collected from tourism resources and tourism services including
opinion survey of tourists towards traveling as well as survey opinion of the Local
Administrative Organization in the research area could be applied as the fundamental

data in the design of network for Rural and Community Based Ecotourism.

5.4 Network Development for Rural and Community Based Ecotourism of the

Lower Mekong River

Results from the research of the tourism network development came from the
study of documents, subjects, research, policies, strategies and tourism planning
including the field study as well as gathering opinion of the tourists and local

administrative officers in the research areas. The researcher had designed and
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formulate the structure of tourism network route based on the basic information from
the maps of research areas, tour programs, boating information, lodgings, restaurants,
telephone, numbers of important places and procedures for entering to the

neighboring countries.

The researcher has designed jingle for leaflets to promote the development for

network for Rural and Community Based Ecotourism of the Lower Mekong River.

“Glory morning, offer merit, ancient tradition, magnificent mountain, beautiful
rocks along Mekong, connecting Indochina”. The tourism network consisted of the
map showing tour based in the research areas, tour programs, boating information,
lodgings, restaurants, telephone numbers of important places and procedures for
crossing border to neighboring countries. There were 3 tourism programs in this
tourism network, ending of rain-starting winter (3 days 2 nights). Ending of rain-

starting winter (2 days 1 night) and winter to summer (3 days 2 night).

This tourism network would be able to take tourists to any tour based, nature,
cultural and tradition, religion, history or even man-made by improving scenery.
Besides, tourism network could give the tourists knowledge in historical background
of tour based in the research area. Moreover, traveling route maps, accommodations,
restaurants, telephone numbers of important places and procedures for entering the
neighboring countries were available as the basic information and provide
conveniences for the tourists. It was agreed with the suggestion of Sompong
Thongchai and Associates (2004) regarding the readiness in services of tourism
industry provided by Thai Local Administrative Organization of Lower Mekong
River ( Mukdahan, Amnat Charoen and Ubon Ratchathani Provinces). Finding the
areas of Mukdahan, Amnat Charoen and Ubon Ratchathani Province had the
capability and readiness to support tourism. It has provided support for inland, along
the Mekong River, within the river and connecting with the neighboring countries
within the capacity of tourism resources of both nature and man-made, including art

and culture, ancient monuments and religion.
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It was also emphasized on the economic development collaboration with 3
countries in the Emerald Triangle, having tourism as the core development in the
readiness of services in the tourism industry. This finding was also similar to the work
of Science and Technological Research Institution of Thailand (2000) in the report of
planning project to develop Emerald Triangle connecting Thailand, Laos and

Cambodia. It had revealed the unique feature of the area as the origin of Cambodian’s

ancient traditions. Besides, the wide areas with abundant and well-known diversified
tour based were able to accommodate large number of tourists. With the opportunity
to expand tourism in this region as the new tourism market with calamity and
collaboration of 3 countries, these tour based could well developed to be a single

market to support the tourists with high purchasing power.

Moreover, this research was coincided with the research study of Seksan
Youndvanich and Associates (2003) on the management and development of tourism
between countries: Case study of tourism routes between northeast region of the

Laos’s People’s Democratic Republic, Cambodia and Vietnam. It suggested that most

tourists who had visited the countries along the Mekong River would use Thailand as
the passage to those countries. The role of Thailand as the Gateway to Indochina was
only the passage for the tourists. Therefore, it was crucial that the responsible parties,
both public and private sectors must find new strategies to promote and develop the

northeast region to become the real center for tourism of Indochina.

5.5 Network Evaluation for appropriateness of the Rural and Community Based

Ecotourism of the Lower Mekong River

In order to evaluate the appropriateness of network for Rural and Community
Based Ecotourism of the Lower Mekong River, 28 representatives from 24 Local
Administrative Organizations in the research areas and Chief of Mukdahan and Pa
Tam National Park including the Director of Tourism Authority of Thailand,
Northeast region, Area 2 and 4 were selected. They were requested to answer

questionnaires, only 21 or 75% response back. Judging the appropriateness of this
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tourism network, the researcher has weight on the design of tourism network,
connection of tourism network and tourism network itself since almost all tour based
situated along Mekong River, easily access and extended traveling together with
diversify tour based. Other matters and overall picture of the network were rated at
medium level, thus giving the indication that the network could be beneficially
implemented.

From the study of network development for many and diversified tour based
along the Mekong River, traveling for 3 days and 2 nights as specify in the in the tour
program was quite limited, not enough time for the tourists to spend in one place and
cover all tour based.
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CHAPTER 6
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

The research entitled “The Community-Ecotourism Route Network Development on
the Lower of the Mekong River” was conducted as the Survey Research. It had
accomplished the following main purposes of the research: 1) To study, explore, collect,
analyze and categorize standard data of tourism resources and services in the tourism
industry both public and private sectors. 2) To study, design and formulate the manual for
the Community-Ecotourism Route Network on the Lower Mekong River. 3) To assess
the appropriateness of the Community-Ecotourism Route Network on Lower Mekong
River. The conclusion of this research were presented as follows:

In order to explore, collect, analyze and categorize standard data of tourism
resources and services in the public and private sectors of tourism industry, data related
to the study areas had been collected from various literatures and research. It also
included the design of tourism network, on sites and opinion survey of the tourists and
local administrative personnel and evaluation of the tourism network by the local

administrative personnel to provide the following results.

Research results suggested the different in tourism capability in all three provinces
with adjacent areas along the bank of Mekong River. The differences were caused by the
basic foundation dissimilarity in the development of public utilities that had created
various basic resources to support tourism. This could impact tourism development as
well as tourism resources of that Province, such as, Tourism Policy. Findings revealed
that Ubon Ratchathani was more prepared for tourism than Mukdahan and Amnat
Charoen especially in tourism resources and sanitation. Meanwhile, Mukdahan had given
its full support in tourism development and sanitation to increase the capacity for future
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tourism. As for Amnat Charoen, the emphasis was put on Cultural Tourism since the city

had lacked attractive tourist based

To summarize, most tourists who traveled to the area were attracted to its natural
beauty. However, there has been some concern in unavailable tourism information,
including the details for crossing border to the neighboring countries, tour based, tour
travel and safety while traveling in the tour based. All these information were quite
important for tourists. Most tourists preferred traveling through the Community-

Ecotourism network in the study areas by private automobile.

Opinion of Local Administrative Organization derived from the City and Sub
District Municipality and Sub District Administrative Organization. Findings that most
Local Administrative Organization was fairly prepared in policy and plan to support
tourism, nevertheless, lacking of personnel and budget. Besides, the Local Administrative
Organization agreed that the development of Community-Ecotourism route Network on
the Lower Mekong River could be given more advantages rather than doing damages to

the community.

The Community-Ecotourism route Network Development on the Lower Mekong
River, collecting data from various documents to data based for designed the network and
presented with folders including self-guiding activities, with the jingle as” Glory
morning, merit making, ancient tradition, mountainous range, beautiful rocks along
Mekong Rivers connecting with Indochina”. This tour manual consisted of map of tour
based in the study areas, travel programs, boat cruises, lodgings, restaurants, telephone
numbers of important places and procedures for crossing border with the neighboring
countries. Tour program in this study contained rainy season tour, ending rainfall-
beginning winter (3days2 nights). The tour program during ending rainfall-beginning
winter consisted of hiking-rafting (2days 1 night) and tour program during winter-

summer (3days 2 nights).
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Assessment the appropriateness of Community-Ecotourism Route Network on
Lower Mekong River. The evaluation for the appropriateness of such Community-
Ecotourism network by 24 representatives officers from the District Administration
Organization, 2 representatives officers from the Tourism Authority of Thailand, North-
East Region Area 2 and 4 and 2 representatives from Pa Tam National Park and
Mukdahan National Park. Overall results also indicated the appropriateness of the

Community-Ecotourism network on the Lower Mekong River measured at medium level.

The research result presented to the Community-Ecotourism Route Network on the
Lower Mekong River has suggested potential and tourism varieties that could attract
tourists. It could give good support to tourism development in study areas. Therefore, the
concerned agencies should promote tourism through communication network and
directional display signs to provide convenience for domestic and international travelers.
However, to avoid delay in traveling, the tourists should contact the tour operator prior to
their arrival. Since the area had become Tourism Hub and the Gateway to Indo China,
such agency as the District Administration Organization should manage tourism with

more transparency.

Since this research has provided interesting subjects in other areas beyond the
research boundaries that worth investigation, the researcher would like to make few

recommendations for future research.

1.Thailand-s tourism resources, starting from Chieng Rai to Ubon Ratchathani were

so much in varieties that tourism development along the Lower Mekong River should be
supported as well as promotion support of tourism in the northern region of Thailand to
Lower Isan to be well known among the tourists.

2. Promoted the study of community’s lifestyles at the Lower Mekong River, such
as, cultural, tradition and local lifestyles of bordering communities and tracking culture of

Isan communities.
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3. Tourism development along the Mekong River in Thailand to link tourism based
with the District of Sawannakhet, Laos should be done by starting at the 2™ bridge across

Mekong River at Mukdahan Province of Thailand.



Fac. of Grad.Studies. Mahidol Univ. M.Sc.(Env. Planning for Community and Rural Dev.) / 143

REFERENCE

Boo, E. (1991). Planning for Ecotourism. Park 2 (3)

Chettamart, S. (1983). Interpretation as a management Tool Forestry. 2 (January-
March 1983), Bangkok.

Sharp, G.W. (1982). Interpreting the environment. (2™ ed.) New York: John Willey

and Sons, Inc.
Tilden, F. (1987). Interpreting our Heritage. (13 th. ed). Chapel Hill, NC: The

University of North Carolina. Press.

o J

myneufewallsemalneg.  (2538).  ulsiisuazuuaneiauINsneuNinFousny

(Ecotourism) 1] W.¢1. 2538-2539. NFUNNNHIUAS.

(2540). agiuluinemadeing.  wnd13lizneuning
HHUNIVIDUNYD AN 2. NFINNUKIUAT.

- walal)., msduiivauIasamsimsnesinedIneg 2541-2542.

[

AT U,

s a o 7 daw 1 ) = ' A
INYATAITAT, UN1INYIY. AUSIUATTAT. ﬂuﬂ')ﬂﬂﬂflll.(2538). Iﬂi\‘]ﬂ1§ﬁﬂ‘]&ﬂﬂ1i‘ﬂ@\?ﬁﬂﬂ')

d' [ a AR Y
NOSNEITEUVUNA NsUANET Mala. ATIANNUNIUAT.

VOULAY, VHIINGFY. AUZINAFAT. MAINADA LaznodananazIde. Fhedmms. M3

neaneuralszma’lneg. (2547). madisreadamsneuinel meluilszme 1 2546

mﬂm‘?u@amﬁmmﬁa. ATIUNNUTIUAT.

a @ ' 4 a wa J 4 ' {
2009 ﬁﬂﬂu. (2542). MINAIANBABANVNNETITUMALAZ s TArans oM INounen

Ay

a a ] a A 1 a a Jd (a @ a
LGINHL’JP{G],HQﬂﬂ1ullﬁﬂ%1ﬂaﬁu3@ﬂﬂé}1. ’J‘VlEﬂu‘Wu‘ﬁl]‘iiyﬂlﬂﬁﬂ‘kl1ﬁ]ﬁﬂiﬂﬁ?ﬂm“ﬂﬂ,

MNTUNAADUANET TUNAINGFINIINNSIUNAD.

o J J ' { a @ J a @
ﬂﬁi%ﬁ PUNUT HASTIIFHY (BHIND. (2539). ﬂ"liVlﬂ\iLﬁfJ’JW\i@HiﬂE L UUARNA HANNIT LAY

anuiuhl 18 lumsilszgnd 15 ugnenuiana. na313znouns

Usgyuduuun 5e9 gnenuuananutiunuimsuazmineaien luaaissumin

"
@

oA NeNTNEITU Tu 27-28 woun AL 2539. (Baduu).



Waewdaw Nambutr Reference / 144

IngTna, wafsdofium. (30 uN3IAY 2547). MINBUNGIYUFY. NTIUNNUNIUAS.

53% 1o Tann. (2532). M0y, a0 UITeUASHAU UHIINGIGEVOULNU.

4 4 19 ] a
YUY Ii“ﬂul?ﬂﬂ. (2529). 31fNTL!ﬂﬁﬁﬂ‘kﬂﬁ@ﬂﬂWiWﬁNu1Iﬂi\1"U18!Lﬁ$£LUULLNUﬂ15LﬂH1’IN

1 d' . =2 Y [ 2 A 1 d‘
nouneInelulsang | AN URMLAUNNMANZTUDNIREUKTD. NTNDUNY?

uratlszmea'lne.

@ o 4 o 1 { o [
Wunu  erud e, (2537). msﬁﬂynﬁmmmuWmmmi‘wmgﬁmmmﬂquaiwmﬁ.

a a < a o a
ST TATS A1 TR M RS IE TS UM I NUHURUFUIID I TN NIIAG O
PNAINT IV INGD.
118 150amiy. (2532). MESARANUHNIYEITUHIANUMITIANTQNOULHITIA. 1ONE1T
a a o Aa o Cal [ § a
Uszaeumsussaslumsdneusuilszansawmiinauiinniih Suh 28 damaw-
2 ga1nw 2532 gneuuMIA Ina. daduun
a = a a‘{ = ada o [ 4 a 4 og.:l d'
Yysssy  nolSeusens.  (2535).  suleudsnenNadenNAbans.  (WuWAIINn  6)
NIUNNNNIUAT | B&B Publishing.

Y 1A = a

a [ v Jdou J
NWITUINT ATINNA. (2543). ﬂWE’ﬁ%I'NL!ﬁg‘ﬂﬂa@ﬂi“ﬁﬂﬂ@ﬁﬂ‘]ﬂﬁiiu%i@l L"U@iﬂ‘]&ﬂwu‘t]ﬁ@]"]ﬂ1

.

Tau132330d MU IBY. IneniinusiSyandnmansuniuda, g

FUadouAny YaNaInedeurnIINeaouag.

< ~ a a J a <] o NG’/ /=) A a (% L4
WA W3 NUYd yaae anauysel Usied meuen taziuIns 99951098, (2543).

au A o ' A = Y A Ao & ~
1PN UNTIIVY LTBN miwwmmmmswmmﬂﬂu@ﬁmiﬁ Y 1IN UATIIBAN

A5UNS A3 ALINY LAZRUATIFFIN. NHIINGIEBUD LAY,

a 4 4 1 a ' { a YL
Iwduiug afeenqiud. (2538). NagnsMIdUasTUNMINBUNSINNTTTUIIAUUIBYSNH 11

A a o

1 Aa a I'd FIl = a AR =
ANYIUUVNFINADIDUNUUN Iﬂﬂi"lﬂﬂﬂﬁ]ﬁﬂ‘ﬂw’lﬁi$ﬂﬂuﬂﬁ NIUANET : UNANH

o oA @ @ 1 a a A ) a
“BiJﬁ?J@igiﬂBﬁﬂLL’Jﬂg{ﬂll ﬁmumvmgg%ﬂww. 31/]81141/‘!1!‘]‘]’1.]5@,'@13131/]81?{']@‘1'@]5

PN, @19 una 11 1agMIUTHITIWNIA TUNAINDINHIINATUTAD.

v A

v @ @ 4 a wa @
M3l afa@asny fwhlasems). (2546). swnuaivauysel uaulfiansmsiau

a ' { 1 1 { 1 a o J A
Uiﬂ1i‘1/l€]\i!.ﬁﬂ"l. ITUDAND ﬂ1i‘1/l€]\‘llﬁﬂ’3llﬂ\1ﬂi$mﬁllﬂﬂ Tﬂﬂ UIEN 9T UNAUUI

= 9y o w
UM ﬂL’J@IﬁE]’IJL?J“L!‘VI 1NA

@ o o o a
vl gossa (1 1Asang). (2541). Ienupfuauysal TATIMSANBILUINIINMITUITING

[ 1 § g {o A J a 1 o
ﬂﬂﬂ?iﬂ?iﬂ@ﬂlﬁﬂﬂiuﬁuﬁiﬂWﬂ"]f@“]J‘UEIQENﬂﬂ1§ﬂ5ﬂ15ﬁ’3u@1ﬂa (2U9.) LLAZEAN

fa (ag.). tauoaemIneunemvalszmaneg Tag Tasamsanyidemssams



Fac. of Grad.Studies. Mahidol Univ. M.Sc.(Env. Planning for Community and Rural Dev.) / 145

wyuinuFunedoy Vadainnds umanedudeslnd vazaniudisesiry
M §11inddansznsde dninddansensraumalne nsznsraumalng

g1 USAUATZNA. (2544). MINOUNBIYUYY: life-seeing vs sightseeing. JATIINIINDUNE)

]
=)

A a ' A '
1]7] 20 VYN 2 130.8.-4.8. 2544. ﬂ'lﬁﬂa\ilﬂﬂjllﬁ\1ﬂ53lﬂﬁllﬂﬂ

FYPITUYYUNITIFIINT 1na. (2541).

s a < o i o o ' 1
IANAITA  YIIUNY. (2546). i?ﬂi?u%ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂvim ﬂ?iW@MH1ﬁﬂﬂﬂ1Wﬂﬁﬂ€l\1Lﬁﬂ') NIA

AL UDDNIRBAUNTID. YHIINGIABUDULAY

a 2 o v Ao @ a ~ = ]
wnaTIn oasd I5vAng ngFeidad ginan eudusITy tazgild @oauiane. (2546).

ﬂﬁﬁﬂ‘]ﬁl1ﬂT§%ﬂﬂﬁuﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁﬁlU”Iﬂﬁﬂ.’f)\ilﬁﬂ’ﬁ%ﬂ’hﬂﬂigmﬁ : ﬂiﬁﬁﬂ‘kﬂlﬁluwN

1 d‘ 1 @ ~ = % =
NouNgITzHIN__ Meazdueenmeunie  aililan  fduwy  uazdeau.
UHIINGIAYVOULNU.

v Aav A J = 1 Y Y
ﬁﬂ’]ﬂu:ﬁ]ﬂ?ﬂEJ’]ﬁ’]ﬁﬁillfﬂLﬂﬂTUTﬁULLWQﬂiglﬂﬁqﬂﬂ. (2542). YN UANUNIINUINIT

AUt uMIINeAYUAY T8V TN DUNGANDS ABITZUUNA (Ecotuorism) 1a1D6D

m3neunewlszmalng. ngunnumIuag.

a J

aomfuiteImemaasuazma luladulszmeing. (2543). Insamsiatumulfiams

Wannauvasueunanreules Ing a1a AW, aueds MINoUNGIN
Uszmelne. njummumiuns.

4 a 4 awv A o Aawv @ J
TUNIY ‘ﬁ\?vl“lfﬂ WA T UITNY UAZNUY ’Jaﬂ"Jﬂ'ﬂ. (2547). YN UIVYRVVANY T Iﬂi\ifﬂi

anundoulumsnimsgaavnssuneuiion lasesnnslnasesdiunesduues

Y
Inelunguimiasumihluweuan  @wdaynaivis  d1nwnse  uay

A o J a @ a 1
E]‘]JﬁiT’]f‘ﬁWﬁ). f’]ﬂ!3ﬁ\?il’mgﬂlllmgﬂi‘lf‘m1ﬂif’ﬂ’d@]i UM1INYagUYiAa. LadUDND

o @

AninNUNBINUTIIAYUMIITY.

a J o J J

t4 o 1 a A 1 { a a
aseenng  adnsuasngan.2543). mﬁwsmumﬁaﬁﬂmﬁiiummﬁamimuﬁmmunﬁ

E4
o a 1 a o a a J (a
ﬂi&’i]%igf}i‘lﬂNﬁﬂHTﬁﬁﬁJ“]ﬂ@ NIIUUVNFIAUTHUID. 'J‘I/]fJ'luwuﬁﬂiﬂluﬂﬁﬁﬂH'l

AN, TN AUNAFONANYT TNaIndeuInNgdeuiag.

J o a a 4 a
ATYHE L FHING. (2531). ‘ﬂT}JiifJ"IEJlIi%ﬂE]‘]JfﬂiZ‘TE)‘L!’JGlﬂmﬂMﬂﬂ1iﬁ@ﬂ311ﬁ’i%"lﬂﬁ\1l!'mgﬂll.

AMAINOUTNE NG AULIUNETAT UHIINONUNBATANENS .

J a 1 a - { v Jdo J
qIFHY TN, (2530). 110NUMIUTTUAIUANYNOUIKINA NuloysnEdadth

A Ay A 7 a o %
uaz‘wummimauiuﬂizmﬁ“lﬂﬂ. AUZIUATNT UHNMINAUNEATATTANT.

NIUNNUNIUAT



Waewdaw Nambutr Reference / 146

v

AIVHY BTN UazATI¥ T, (2538). LuIRAANEITUMINeIRNTIOUSY.

-

PENTUTZNOUMIAUNUT 1509 LUINNMITANITYNOUUHITIANNNZIA  TUN
19-21 AINYIAN 2538. (BAFUU.)

Tafn Tanu. (2544). nagnslumsdadsumsnounendainglaslddousuiy nsaianm,

MINDUNGIADWAT_ AIUANTIFY DS UADUDNAT 9 IAUATATDITUIY.

a A J a a @ a a 4 @
31/1EJm‘wu‘ﬁﬂityiynmnmﬁﬁ5wiTUiucvm,’c’ﬂﬂnmiammuﬁmmé}@mﬁawwm

RUBULALFULN TUNAINSATUNIINGIGENTIAQ.

o

dninauneauaiuayumsIve.  (2546). s1enumivauyssl  InsamsdAnpiduses

gnmans maianuazduasuMINeuiion maaziusenifeuiie. A M

o Y = av 1 d' = a [ 1 a
W3 (W'Jﬂu11ﬂ5\1ﬂ1iﬁﬂ‘hﬂ'ﬁ]ﬂ). l.’ﬁ‘L!’E]GIi’)ﬁﬂ?ﬂﬂiﬂ‘hﬂlﬁi‘h@ﬂﬁ]uﬁ$’€T\1ﬂ3JLLW\1"]ﬂS5].

dninauu TerneuazuHuaLIAday. (2539). 51ﬂqwuﬁn1uﬂwi§ﬂmﬂ1w?Tmmé’au WA, 2539.

Aa J ~a Y
ﬂ3311/]3’NTV]El'lﬁ']ﬁﬁﬂLﬁZL‘VIﬂIUTﬁEIﬁQLL'Jﬂﬁi’]N.

vl =

wifadonun Ine Twed. (30 ¥N31AY 2547). ATUNNUNIUAT.

% @ Awv o s A 7 4
Wﬁ\iﬁﬂﬂ VDAANAN. (2546). i1fJ\1'lU'Ji]EJﬂ‘]J‘]Jﬁ1J‘];I.§m !gﬂﬂ ﬁmumimuazﬂizmumﬂ%’ﬁe

ioduasugaanssuneuisnlumaaz ueendeuniionouals.  dninau

NP U UAYUMNTIVY (AN7.)

peAmMIUTIsAIudvalanas. (2547). uwuiennawdl (W.A.2548-2550). 8119939y,

s a 1 o
ammamwwmumuaimms

puimMsUIMIEIuMUanoUaIa.  (2547). upuianna Wl (W.A.2548-2550). YAATHT,
PIAMIVTMITAIUA AR UM A

peAmsusMmIdIudwalngng.  (2547). upuiannawdl  (W.A.2548-2550). yAATNIT,

s a 1 o =4
@Qﬂﬂ1§U§ﬂ1iﬁﬂu@1ﬂaIWﬁ1‘ﬂi

paimsuImsdudwalning.  (2547).  umugnEMAATMIHAL  (W.6.2548-2550).

4 a 1 o z:”’
LllﬂﬂTﬂ'li,Elxiﬂﬂ'li‘]JiﬂWﬁ'ﬁ']u@]'maIW‘ﬁvlﬂi

peAmsuIMIdIudwananswlve. (2547). unuiannenutl (W.A.2548-2550). 4AAINIS,

J a 1 o ]
ﬁ]\iﬂﬂﬁ‘ﬂiﬁ1iﬁ’3u@ﬂﬂaﬂ1\3ﬂ5181ﬁiy‘

o a 1 o 1 4 @
PIAMIVITMITAIUAMVALIINTI8 TN, (2547). LRUENTAAATNIIHAIUT  (W.A.2548-2550).
YA, RIAMIUTIITEIUAUaLTINT 1o 11a)

J a 1 o = @ o A ~ J
ENﬂﬂﬁ‘Ui‘Viﬁﬁ’Ju@]ﬂJaI"U\iﬁlﬂu. (2543). LLN‘I«!‘W@JHNJS%%T]J 2547. QUATIYHIY, BIANIT

UIHsaIUAIUa Tvad ey



Fac. of Grad.Studies. Mahidol Univ. M.Sc.(Env. Planning for Community and Rural Dev.) / 147

gaw 193 tazANE. (2543). TIBUMIITeMIHaIMIneuienlunnez Jusenidourile

399 msanEIfnenImnInensuasneuned lumany Juesneuniie. A

J 2 J a @ 1
UUBIMTATHUASTIANMITAT UH1INGIQYVDULLNY

q

2 a 4

gUIIA WAl (2545). MINeuNeWVVIIBY: NTUANBINITNOUNYI. JaeNTMTNEUNY)

Q U

39 21 170N 4 9.9.-5.0. 2545. MInosNgrlszmalneg
http://www.amnatcharoen.go.th

http://www.ecotour.in.th
http://www.godmay.com
http://www.guideubon.com
http://www.homestayfanclub.com
http://www.mukdahan.go.th
http://www.tat.or.th
http://www.tourism.go.th
http://www.ubonpao.in.th
http://www.ubonratchathani.go.th



Waewdaw Nambutr Appendix / 148

Copyright by Mahidol University



Fac. of Grad.Studies. Mahidol Univ. M.Sc.(Env. Planning for Community and Rural Dev.) / 149

APPENDIX A
Community at Mekong River
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APPENDIX B

Tour based information of studying areas
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APPENDIX C
Tour based information of the research areas, tour based information of the
neighboring countries and Procedures for crossing border to neighboring

countries
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APPENDIX E

Strategic Provincial Development Plan
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APPENDIX F

Developing Plan at Municipality Level
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Strategies at District Administration Level ( Or.Bor.Thor)
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APPENDIX H
Opinion Analysis of Local Administrative Organization (City Municipality, Sub
District Municipality and Local Administrative Organization) toward the development

of Community Ecotourism network along the Lower Mekong River.
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