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ABSTRACT

This study was survey research with the aim studying the tourism behavior
and relationship to variables affecting tourism behavior, of tourists at Koh Chang
National Marine Park. The studied variables consisted of gender, age, occupation,
education, income, duration of visit, size of tourist groups, receipt of information
about tourism development plans of the National Marine Park, knowledge about
environmental conservation, and attitude towards environmental conservation. The
data was collected by means of questionnaire distributed to Thai tourists whose ages
were 15 and up who visited Koh Chang National Marine Park. The sample group
composed 200 persons selected by specific sampling. The data was then analyzed by
percentage, mean, standard deviation, and Chi-Square methods. The findings of the
study were as follows:

1. Most sample persons had environmental conservation behavior at a high
level.

2. The environmental conservation behavior varied depending on size of
tourist groups, knowledge about the environmental conservation, and attitude towards
environmental conservation at a 0.01 level of significance, but such behavior did not
vary of gender, age, occupation, education, income, tourism duration, and receipt of
information about tourism development plans of the National Marine Park, at a 0.05
level of significance.

The recommendations of this study were that the natural and environmental
conservation behavior of community members and shop owners should be studied.
Tourists and relevant authorities should be provided the knowledge about the
environmental conservation so that the authorities would be able to advise tourists
correctly and the environment would not be destroyed. In-depth study concerning
problems and obstacles of selecting tourist attractions by tourists should also be
conducted.
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