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ABSTRACT

This study has the objective of constructing a model for ecotourism management in the
perspective of Eastern philosophy, verifying that model, and formulating guidelines for ecotourism
management. This study’s model for ecotourism management parallels the Conventional Ecotourism
Management Model. The case studies for verification confirmed the strength of the Eastern philosophy
based model.

In using Eastern philosophy for ecotourism management the following components were
introduced: peaceful life, simplicity, harmony, balance, and moral action. The result is a potential map
of ecotourism management based on Eastern philosophy to be used in many areas in Mae Hong Son to
promote it as an ecotourism destination. One-way analysis of variance showed that the less developed
villages, the smaller households, the mid-level enrollment in secondary schools, and the Lahus tribes
showed more potential for Eastern-based ecotourism management (0.05). The study proposals include
guidelines for ecotourism resources, for ecotourism management, for ecotourism facility and service,
and for ecotourism market management.

Recommendations for further study include the study of route system monitoring, the
feasibility study of ecotourism enterprise, and the study of environmental ethics. Specifically there
should be local policies that deal with biodiversity in the perspective of Eastern philosophy, and the
village should be conserved as a center for maintaining the natural resources in the area. The
infrastructure development in the province should maintain an identity and harmony with nature. The
programs for ecotourism resources based on Eastern philosophy can be set up and managed by local
administrative organizations and local people. The facilities and services that demonstrate Eastern
philosophy include those related to bamboo production, which is a symbol of Eastern philosophy. The

market research by local people should be done immediately.
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