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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the levels of participation, factors
affecting participation of local people and the obstacles and recommendations towards local
people’s participation in ecotourism management. The study looked at both quantitative and
qualitative data. Quantitative data was collected by questionnaire. The sampling group was 180
households. The Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) was used for data analysis. In
addition, qualitative data was collected by in-depth interview and analyzed by descriptive
approach. The sampling group were local government, community leaders, and tourism
business entrepreneurs (12 person)

The results of this study showed that local people’s participation in ecotourism
management at Koh Larn was at a low level. Factors significantly affecting participation in
ecotourism management included: occupation, experience in training on ecotourism and
perception of impact caused by ecotourism (at p<0.001). Social status and awareness of
ecotourism information made significant difference to paricipation in ecotourism management
(at p<0.01). Likewise, duration of residence in community, knowledge on ecotourism and value
place on natural resource and environment made significant difference to participation in
ecotourism management (at p<0.05).

The problems and obstacles to the participation in ecotourism management include
lack of information about ecotourism by local people, lack of knowledge and understanding
about ecotourism, and lack of proper cooperation between local people and government officers and
conflict in interests. In addition, the government officers did not give an opportunity to local people
to participate in ecotourism seriously.

The result of this study recommended that the government officers should be given more
information about ecotourism. Local people should gain better knowledge about ecotourism by
participating in ecotourism management activities, training or meeting. In addition, this will

encourage local people to give their opinions and participate more in ecotourism management.

KEY WORDS : LOCAL PEOPLE / PARTICIPATION / ECOTOURISM / MANAGEMENT /
KOH LARN
211 pp. ISBN 974-04-5177-2
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background and Statement of Problem

Thailand which has plenty of resources, both natural and cultural resources
giving advantage for tourism. Consequently, Thailand’s tourism interest both Thai and
foreign tourists, resulting in the growth of national economy. This has raised the
revenues from tourism to the first rank if compared with other revenues generated by
textile and agricultural industries (Tourism Authority of Thailand, 2003: 28).
Moreover, the tourism industry has also increased careers, employment, development
of transport and telecommunication system, and development of infrastructure.

Although, the growth of tourism industry gives rise to economical advantages,
it causes environmental impacts such as the degradation of aesthetics, pollutions,
social problems (e.g. problems of earning for living), including the deterioration of
community life in tourist attractions, since the tourism industry requires natural and
cultural resources in the country as the instruments cost of tourism promotion whereas
such resources are limited and are not sufficient to serve the growth of tourism
industry. Hence, the management of tourist attractions usually has a conflict between
the conservation of natural and environmental resources, and the society and the
development.

In order to balance between the conservation and the development. Ecotourism
has been generated under the concept of tourism which is responsible for those unique
natural and cultural sites concerning ecological environmental systems. People
involved in this activity has to learn how to manage the pattern of tourism with
participation of local people to realize the value of conserving the balance of
ecosystem and optimize the benefit of local people (Thailand Institute of Scientific and

Technological Research, 1998: 4).
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Therefore, TAT (Tourism Authority of Thailand) has launched the policy and
guidelines to include ecotourism as a component for sustainable development of
tourism in accordance with the vision of tourism development encouraging the quality
of tourism which does not cause environmental impacts raise awareness of natural
resource and environment conservation. Environmental management should be
conducted by cooperation of people in the community to support sustainable tourism
development. These policy and guidelines are in line with the ninth Economical and
Social National Development Plan (B.E. 2002-2006) which considers human resource
as a main focus of development. In addition, natural resources and environment needs
to be managed so as to balance between utitization and conservation or restoration.
This may be achieved by raising awareness and encouraging participation of the
community to conserve, restore and utilize natural resources appropriately in
sustainable manner.

Consequently, people participation is the important target of tourism
development because the local have the feelings of love and possessiveness and have
to utilize resources of tourist attractions. Such feelings can be applied for the
sustainable development of tourist attractions. The community has to develop itself so
as to be the center of linkage between governmental entities and the community, and
between the community and private agencies involved in ecotourism for the
cooperation of conserving and managing natural and environmental resources so that
they are abundant and can get along with the growth of tourist attractions in the areas.

Koh Larn located at Chonburi Province is one of the islands which is
promoted as an important tourist attraction of Chonburi Province because Koh Larn
has tourism potential with the variety of tourist resources including beaches, sea,
mountains, and coral reef. Moreover, its location is close has been connected to
Bangkok with the convenient transportation routes. That’s why Koh Larn has been
promoted and has generated the great income to Chonburi Province.

Koh Larn is under the administration by Muang Pattaya, Chonburi Province. It
is 7.7 kilometers west of the Pattaya cape. It is the biggest island compared with
other islands in the Pattaya area, and it is one of important tourist attractions of this
province that is capable of attracting tourists by many reasons: attractive natural

conditions, white and clean beaches, clean and clear sea, beautiful coral reef, and easy
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to traveling. As a result, Koh Larn is a favorite tourist attraction for both Thai and
foreign tourists. Each year, Koh Larn has been visited by a great number of tourists,
so, currently, it is found that tourism causes critical environmental problems i.e.
increasing garbage by the increase in number of tourists; water pollution, and
deterioration of tourist attractions such as dirtiness of beaches caused by garbage,
deterioration of coral reef caused by polluted water discharged from several business
activities, etc. Therefore, if these problems persist, local people will eventually be
affected by the deterioration of natural resources. To solve these problems, the
concept of ecotourism should be taken into account by encouraging participation of
local people to aware and realize the importance of their participation in protecting,
caring, planning, and managing resources and environment.Thus, those existing
problems will be solved or decreased in order to mitigate the environmental impacts
and maintain the attractiveness of tourism sites.

By the above reasons, the researcher is interested in conducting the research
concerning local people’s participation in ecotourism management. It is expected that
the results of this study will provide information for strengthening or encouraging
local people’s participation in ecotourism, and may be used as the measures for natural

and environmental resources management in tourist attractions.

1.2 Objectives of The Study
1. To study the levels of local people’s participation in ecotourism management.
2. To study the factors affecting of local people’s participation in ecotourism
management.
3. To study the problems,obstacles and recommendation of local people’s

participation in ecotourism management.

1.3 Scope of The Study

The scope of this study can be classified into 3 aspects:
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1.3.1 Scope of The Population
This research is a specific study about local people’s participation in
ecotourism management study from local people who are the heads of the household
or substitute of household have up to 18 years old who can give the information
representing the whole household. One person is for one household and they have

settled in Koh Larn at least 1 year.

1.3.2 Scope of Location
This research is a specific study about local people’s participation in
ecotourism management at Koh Larn, Naklua Sub-district, Banglamung District,

Chonburi Province,

1.3.3 Scope of Content

This study focused on the local people’s participation in ecotourism
management by study from 6 activity e.g. activity training on tourism trading
management, activity of laying the buoy to protect the coral reefs, activity of forest
rehabilitation, activity of cleaning the residence, acitivity of collecting the garbage on
beaches, and activity training on land and water traffic regulation. Furthermore, the
study problems, obstacles, and recommendations of local people’s participation in
ecotourism management. It is a quantitative study using questionnaire as a method for

collect data.

1.4 Definition of Terms

The Tourism Management refers to local people’s management by
determining the potential of tourism development, and decision or project and tourism
activity plan e.g. activity training on tourism trading management, activity of laying
the buoy to protect the coral reefs, activity of forest rehabilitation, activity of cleaning
the residence, acitivity of collecting the garbage on beaches, and activity training on
land and water traffic regulation. These activities are supported by governmental

entities and local agencies.
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Ecotourism refers to the tourism with care and responsibility for nature,
society, and culture tourist attractions in order to study, appreciate their attractiveness,
and enjoy the scenery so that tourist visit does not change or destroy the value of
ecological system in each tourist attraction. On the contrary the visit can create the
benefit to local communities with the joint learning process of concerned people by
the management of environment and tourism which encourages participation of local

communities so as to raise awareness of ecosystem conservation.

The Participation refers to the behavioral expression of a person or group in
order to take part in any step of or the whole activity or project , i.e. study on the
Problems and Causes, Planning, Implementation, Obtaining Benefits and Follow up
and Evaluation, so as to direct the development as required and bring on benefits to

local people or community.

The Participation in Ecotourism Management refers to the behavioral
expression of a person or group in order to take part in any step of or the whole
activity or project related to tourism, i.e. study on the Problems and Causes, Planning,
Implementation, Obtaining Benefits and Follow up and Evaluation for the participation

in ecotourism management.

Local People refers to a persons who are the heads of the households or
representatives have up to 18 years old who can give the information representing the
whole household. One person is for one household and they have settled in Koh Larn

at least 1 year.

Monthly Income refers to the average money received from working per

month before deducting any expenses.

Duration of Settlement in Community refers to the numbers of year which

one has lived in Koh Larn.
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Social Status refers to an official position in the social group such as the
village chairman, the village committee, the leader of community, the member of

other groups.

Awareness of Ecotourism Information refers to sources of information and
frequency (weekly or monthly) to receive information about ecotourism from mass

media such as television, radio, paper and from persons.

Knowledge on Ecotourism refers to the awareness of facts, criteria and
information about ecotourism by education, observation and direct and indirect
experience which the human is able to remind has express such understanding via the
behavior which can be observed and measured. Such knowledge can be communicated

with other people.

Experience in Training on Ecotourism Activity refers to experience or
receiving training on ecotourism consist ; activity training on tourism trading
management, activity of laying the buoy to protect the coral reefs, activity of forest
rehabilitation, activity of cleaning the residence, acitivity of collecting the garbage on
beaches, and activity training on land and water traffic regulation and these operations
are supported by government or private sector. The knowledge are implemented in

tourist activities of such person or of the communities.

Perception of Impact Caused by Ecotourism refers to the perception of
impact by seeing, hearing, listening, reading, and interpreting. Such perception leads
to the responses by actions or thought, which, hereby, means actions or thought
concerning economic, social and environmental impact caused by tourism including

both positive and negative aspects.

Value Place on Natural Resource and Environment refers to the expression
of person by feeling, realizing the importance, giving an interest, the impression
toward the nature and environment in the sense of aesthetic, symbol of the community

and value of utilization.



Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ. M.A. (Environment) / 7

1.5 Variables of The Study

1.5.1 Independent Variables

Person Factors
Gender
Age
Education Level
Occupation
Monthly Income
Duration of Settlement in Community

Social Status

Motive Factors
Awareness of Ecotourism Information
Knowledge on Ecotourism
Experience in Training on Ecotourism Activity
Perception of Impact Caused by Ecotourism

Value Place on Natural Resource and Environment

1.5.2 Dependent Variable

Local People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management
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1.6 Variables and Level of Measurement
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Variables

Level of Measurement

1. Independent Variables:
Personal Factors

- Gender
- Age
- Education Level
- Occupation
- Monthly Income
- Duration of Settlement in Community

- Social Status

Motive Factors
- Awareness of Ecotourism Information
- Knowledge on Ecotourism
- Experience in Training on Ecotourism
Activity
- Perception of Impact Caused by Ecotourism
- Value Place on Natural Resource and

Environment

2. Dependent Variable
Local People’s Participation in Ecotourism

Management

Nominal
Interval
Interval
Nominal
Interval
Interval

Nominal

Interval
Interval

Nominal

Interval

Interval

Interval
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1.7 Conceptual Framework

Independent Variables Dependent Variable

Person Factors
- Gender
- Age

- Education Level

- Occupation
- Monthly Income
- Duration of Settlement in

Community

- Social Status

Local People’s Participation

in Ecotourism Management

Motive Factors
- Awareness to Ecotourism

Information

- Knowledge on Ecotourism

- Experience in Training on
Ecotourism Activity

- Perception of Impact Caused by
Ecotourism

- Value Place on Natural Resource

and Environment
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1.8 Hypothesis of The Study

In this study, hypotheses are put forward as follows:
1. Local people’s participation in ecotourism management is at moderate level.
2. Personal factors make different to local people’s participation in ecotourism
management as follows variables:
2.1 Local people with different gender provide different participation in
ecotourism management.
2.2 Local people with different age provide different participation in
ecotourism management.
2.3 Local people with different education level provide different
participation in ecotourism management.
24 Local people with different occupation provide different
participation in ecotouriSm management.
2.5 Local people with different monthly income provide different
participation in ecotourism management.
2.6 Local people with different duration of settlement in community
provide different participation in ecotourism management.
2.7 Local people with different social status provide different
participation in ecotourism management.
3. Motive factors make different to local people’s participation in ecotourism
management as follows variables:
3.1 Local people with different awareness of ecotourism information
provide different participation in ecotourism management.
3.2 Local people with different knowledge on ecotourism provide
different participation in ecotourism management.
3.3 Local people with different experience in training on ecotourism
activity provide different participation in ecotourism management.
3.4 Local people with different perception of impact caused by
ecotourism provide different participation in ecotourism management.
3.5 Local people with different value place on natural resource and

environment provide different participation in ecotourism management.
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1.9 Benefits of The Study

1. To know the level of local people’s participation in ecotourism management
at Koh Larn.

2. To know the factors affecting local people’s participation in ecotourism
management at Koh Larn.

3. To understand background of problems, obstacles and to provide /
suggestions for local people’s participation in ecotourism management at Koh Larn.

4. The results from this study can be used as background information for
appropriate recommendation on the ecotourism of local people. This may support the
work of all concerned organization to encourage local people’s participation in

ecotourism management in other areas.
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CHAPTER 2
LITERATURE REVIEW

In the study about local people’s participation in ecotourism management:
A case study of Koh Larn, Chonburi province. The researcher studies in concepts and
related theories to be foundation and the guidance of research which separate in 6

parts as follows:

2.1 Concept Relevant to Tourism Management

2.2 Concept Relevant to Ecotourism

2.3 Concept and Theories Relevant Local People’s Participation
2.4 Concept Relevant to Knowledge

2.5 Relevant Researches

2.6 Variables Related to This Study

2.1 Concept Relevant to Tourism Management

2.1.1 Definitions of Management

Courtland L Bovee and other (1993: 5) giving the meaning of management
is the organization process achieving the target through planning, organizing, message,
the control of human resources, financial, environment and information resources. It

makes the goal achieve the productivity and the effectiveness as much as possible.

Andrew J. Dublin (1994:5) stated that the management as procedures of
utilizing resources of an organization cost-effectively pursuant to purposes of that
organization under the structure of planning, decision, organization management,

instruction, and control.
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Thongchai Santiwongse (1988: 2) stated that the management is the business
of individual or many or group of person. Their duty is to cooperate with the other in

order to achieve the organizational goal.

Somyoch Naveekarn (1994: 58) explained the concept frame that
management was completing working procedures under persons and resources,
including manpower and techniques, in the direction that the organization’s target is

successfully reached.

Thailand Institute of Scientific and Technological Research (1997: 13-14)
stated that the management potential consisted of providing knowledge in fields of
environment, protection and conservation of environment in tourist attractions,

including the management organizations by focusing on the cooperation.

Songsak Piriyakrit (2000: 5) defined the management as working in order to
meet the determined target by using existing management resources, sharing, ordering,
and assigning other persons. It can be seen that the management needs steps,
procedures, continuance, follow-up, and evaluation to consider whether that management

is workable or not.

2.1.2 Management Process

Courtland L Bovee and other (1993: 11-12) stated that the management

procedures as follows:

1) Planning that is determined target of organization.

2) Organization structure established to develop the form of working
team to further meet the goals.

3) Instruction that was a procedure used to communicate with other
work in order to reach the goals

4) Control that was a procedure of examining the organization as per

set-up plans.
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Andrew J. Dublin (1994:13-15) stated that the management procedures

consist of:

1) Planning that the establishment of target and finding an outline to
reach the target successfully.

2) Organization structure was a procedure to ensure that men and
resources could get along with plans and reach the target well.

3) Instruction or leadership condition was an efficiency to make
that organization successful that might involve procedures of creating personal

reactions such as communication, etc.

4) Control to ensure that set-up plans could be compared with or be in

standard criteria.

Stephen P. Robbin (1988: 7-8) said that management procedures consisted of:
1) Planning that was the direction to meet the set-up target and the
development of activities.
2) Organization structure that was the organization of personnel
structure to be suitable to operation duties.
3) Leadership conditions that covered instruction and communication .
4) Control that was the examination of activities to ensure that they

went on correctly and were relevant to set-up plans.

Thongchai Santiwongse cited that management procedures consisted of:

1) Planning: regular planning, and specific planning;

2) Organization management of working structure, management of
duties and authority, and management of organization structure to link the working
structure and duty structure together

3) Instruction that is the procedure leading to practice and can be done
by motivation or enforcement by rules and regulations.

4) Control that is the designation and investigation of set-up working

operation.
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According to the meaning, the researcher conclude that management means
working in order to meet the determined target by planning process, organization,

practiced and controlled.

2.1.3 Principles of Tourism Management

Prof. M. Adhikary (cited in Komsan Vararith, 2001: 19) proposed 7-S models
of tourism management to be further applied for eco-tourism as follows:

1) Strategy means the strategy reflecting the combination of objectives,
sequence of importance, controls, and scope of activities.

2) Structure means the organizational structure involving ordering
working levels, and proper working allocation.

3) System means tourism management system that covers systems of
information management, work operation, performance, finance, human resource
management, and marketing management.

4) Staff means the personnel providing services to tourists who must be
recruited carefully, and they are willingly and sincerely bound to their responsible
work, and are loyal to provide such services.

5) Skill means expertise that will bridge to work proficiency consisting
of knowledge and working skills.

6) Style means the combination between staff and skills since each
person has different working forms. Normally, style can be separated into two groups:

top-down style, and bottom-up style.

7) Share means distribution or exchange.

The Project on Research the Management of Human and Environment,
and The Institute of Damrong Rajanupab (1998: 35) proposed that the principles of

tourism management and arrangements must have the following components:
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1) Local people have the participation in setting up the potential for
developing ecotourism of tourist attractions that are related to communities by
considering activity locations, readiness and demands of local people, including
participation in management in form of the board of directors, operation
responsibilities, and governmental support.

2) Organizations in that area such as the Board of Sub-district, Sub-
district administration organization, village headman, local leaders have participation
in supporting working plans, projects, and activities for eco-tourism, as well as
operation by other general people’s organizations.

3) Tourism business sector, local organizations, environmental
organizations, and the state all have duties to work together impartially.

4) Local people must have participation in making decision on projects

that affect ways of life of most local people.

In accordance with the above principles, it can be seen that tourism
management is the management by local people in order to determine the potential of
developing tourism, and making decision on tourist plans, projects, and activities that

are supported by governmental entities and local agencies.

2.1.4 The Management of Sustainable Tourism

Tourism and Sports Committee defined ecotourism as the development
enabling to respond needs of both tourists and people who own those areas under the
protection and conservation of opportunities for the next generations. In addition,
ecotourism means resource management that can respond economical and social
necessities, and scenery attractiveness while the culture and ecological system can be
conserved.

Tourism and Sports Committee cited that the management of sustainable
tourism consisted of:

1) Using Resources Sustainable
refers to the intelligent preservation of the cultural, social and natural

environment including long time business.
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2) Reducing Over-Consumption and Waste
refers to the method of reducing environmental maintenance costs in
order to increase the quality of tourism.
3) Maintaining Diversity
refers to the preservation and contribution of the diversity of the cultural,
social and natural environment. This can develop long term tourism and expand the
foundation of the tourism industry.
4) Integrating Tourism into Planning
refers to the integration of tourism development into the national
development policy. This includes local development and environment evaluation.
5) Supporting Local Economics
refers to tourism which serves as the main economic activity within
the local community. It aims to reduce costs and to preserve the environment.
6) Involving Local Communities
refers to the participation of the community in developing the tourism
industry. This not only encourages the interest of the local people in the environment
but it also increases the quality of tourism managrment.
7) Consulting Stakeholders and The Public
refers to the continual consultation that occurs between the tourism
organization, local people, and involved institutions. They must cooperate in order to
reduce the conflict of benefits.
8) Training Staff
refers to personnel training to increase the level of quality in the tourism
industry. This includes the increase of knowledge of sustainable tourism development
in all staff at all levels.
9) Marketing Tourism Responsibly
refers to marketing management which is enriched with the actual and
essential information which is provided to the tourist, in order to increase the
satisfaction of the tourist, and to increase the knowledge and awareness of local

cultural, social, and natural environments.
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10) Undertaking Research
refers to the research which is essential to solve tourism management

problems and to increase the interest of tourism in both the tourist and the investor.

Prommayta Natomtaung cited that the principle of policy and practice

direction in the development of sustainable tourism as follows:

1) Domestic tourism development was the first priority, whereas, the
international tourism development must be suitable for the public infrastrcture.

2) Local participations must happen in the decision making in different
program which affect on communal life style.

3) Carrying capacity must be taken consideration in every aspect, both
a number of tourists, traveling sites, community and environmental situation.

4) Local products should be encouraged for the ecotourism.

5) Income distribution to the local, by means of community long term
benefits.

6) The valuable environment and culture were intensive values.
Therefore they were more valuable than the ordinary tourism sites. Long term survival
could not be ignored.

7) The tourism business sector, local organization or any non governmental
Organizations (NGOs), and the government constantly sharing in the implementation. In

addition, it must be on the principle basis.

According to the meanings of procedures and principles of sustainable tourism
management, the researcher concluded that the management of sustainable tourism
was the management of natural and environmental resources under proper
conservation procedures and utilization of resources under local people’s participation
in planning, operating, and controlling since local people, who owned those areas,
could provide better knowledge concerning resources in tourist attractions than others,
and they also knew their needs how to manage the tourism, which could serve
economical and social necessities, and scenery attractiveness whereas natural

resources in tourist attractions could be further sustained.
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2.2 Concept Relevant to Ecotourism

2.2.1 Definitions of Ecotourism

The Tourism Authority of Thailand (1997: 4) defined ecotourism as a visit
to any particular tourism area with the intention of studying, enjoying and appreciating
the natural scenery as well as the life style of the local people, based on the knowledge

about, and responsibility for the ecological system of the area.

Kreg Linberk and Donald E Hokin (cited in Thailand Institute of Scientific
and Technological Research, 1997: 27) stated that ecotourism means the responsible
tourism in the naturally area by conservation of environment and impove on quality

life of local people.

Sriphorn Somboontham (1996: 30) defined ecotourism as the integration of
the interests and needs of environmental preservation with tourism development as a
response to economic needs. Ecotourism as an important tool in the development of

sustainable tourism.

Thailand Institute of Scientific and Technological Research (1997: 11)
stated that the responsible tourism in the naturally identity area and the culture link to
the ecology area. By the process of learning of related organizations in order to
participation of local people and environment management for stimulates the

consciousness of conservation ecological system.

Wannaporn Vanichnugorn (1997: 11) defined that the new tourism objective
to environmental and culture conservation of community by no low impact on

environment and local people receiving benefits from tourism.

Boonlert Jittangwatthana (1997: 11) stated that ecotourism means the the
responsible tourism in the naturally area. By the process of learning of related

organizations in order to participation of local people and environment management
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for community benefits and stimulates the consciousness of conservation ecological

system.

For this research, a researcher defines a meaning of ecotourism that the travel
in natural for the process of learning natural and culture of local. By not change or
damage the ecological value in order to local people participation in ecotourism

management.

2.2.2 Elements of Ecotourism

Tourism Authority of Thailand (cited in Forestry Research Center,1995: 3-5)
set up the components of eco-tourism as listed below:
1) Conscious concerning the conservation of natural and environmental.
Creating the conscious mind concerning the conservation of natural
and environmental resources for all related parities including tourists, local people,
tourist guides, and governmental officials who relate to tourist attractions. Creating
the conscious mind for ecotourism is usually focused by making the interpretive
program for nature; for example, providing the interpretive center for nature at tourist
attractions, providing printed papers necessary for learning and studying, organizing
exhibitions / describing boards around or at tourist attractions, providing the walk
ways or forest alleys so that visitors have experience in learning the nature, and
arranging more trainings for tourist guides and governmental officials who are
responsible for tourist attractions so that they are able to advise and explain about the
nature and ecology of animals and plants seen by tourists.
2) Tourists’satisfaction
Tourists’satisfaction ecotourists usually desire or have the interest in
studying and learning the nature in various forms. They hardly require any
convenience, but services and utilities provided for their learning and understanding
the natural environment. Therefore, to promote the ecotourism, the management of
interpreting the meaning of nature must be considered to let the tourists have better

knowledge and comprehension about the nature.
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3) Local people’s participation and income distribution
Local people’s participation and income distribution — promotion and
management of ecotourism certainly affect the natural and environment survival, so
offering the opportunities to local people to let them participate in various forms of
ecotourism will help communities achieve both direct and indirect benefit from
tourism. Forms of community participation include the investment in utilities, selling
the folk craftwork products, working as tourist guides, and being employed for other

services, etc.

Thailand Institute of Scientific and Technological Research (1997: 10)
stated that elements of the ecotourism into 3 sections as:
1) Tourism is that the pleasure and amusement for raising the quality
of life.
2) Tourism is the process of learning.
3) Tourist must be have the responsible in the naturally, social and

culture which tourism give economic benefits back onto social and community

Unless Thailand Institute of Scientific and Technological Research had stated 4
key elements of ecotourism as:

1) Element of area wise: it is a nature-based tourism. It is identical of
authentic or endemic or unique. This must includes cultural and historical tourist
attractions that are affiliated to the area ecosystem.

2) Element of management wise : there is a sustainable management
tourism that will bring about responsibility travel that has no or low impact to the
environment and society.

3) Element of activity wise: it is a learning process by giving education
about environment and ecosystem of the tourist attractions. It is done to increase level
of knowledge, experience and appreciate to build realization and consciousness for the

tourist, local people and involving businesses.
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4) Element of participation wise: it deals with involvement of local
community or people participation to attain local benefit. This means distribution of
income, improved life quality, and benefits to come back to maintain and manage

tourist attractions.

Area Wise Management Wise

Sustainable
managed

Nature-based
Tourism

Community - based
Tourism

Environmentally
Educated Tourism

Activity Wise Participation Wise

Note: ET, ET, et shows the condensity of Ecotourism

Picture 1 : Elements of Ecotourism

According to the meanings of elements of ecotourism, the researcher
concluded that the elements of ecotourism was the natural tourist under learning
procedures and created comprehend with tourist, business entrepreneurs, local people,
and related government organization must be responsible tourism for reduce impact
causes by tourism. Ecotourism is the participation of local people in planning,

deciding, and tourism management.
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2.2.3 Patterns of Ecotourism

Queen Land Ecotourism Polity (cited in ERM Mitchell Mc.Cotter, 1995: 8)
stated that there are 3 patterns of ecotourism as follows:

1) Frontier Ecotourism — this type of tourism is ecotourism dealing with
the personal tourism or the small-group tourism not exceeding 10 persons and using
non-motor vehicles (such as walking floating with the tides) to remote natural areas
where few tourists have visited. Normally, these tourists will highly rely on
themselves, rely on few utilities, prefer the challenge, and have expertise for survival
such as jungle walks, floating a raft down the river, going down by boat.

2) Small Group Ecotourism - this type of tourism is the personal tourism
or the small-group tourism (approximately 15 persons or less) and usually using motor
vehicles to visit areas where most people do not visit. Such eco-tourism is appropriate
for tourist groups with different ages that may not have special knowledge or
capabilities for survival like the first eco-tourism mentioned above. Such ecotourism
involves touring the forest by bicycling.

3) Popular Ecotourism — this type of tourism usually involves the motor
vehicles such as bus, big boat that can load a lot of tourists who have little reliance on
them and do not desire any challenge, but the great extent of utilities and services
(service center for tourists, food, beverage, and toilets). Such ecotourism will cover the

variety of tourists, both age and health efficiency.

Thailand Institute of Scientific and Technological Research (1997: 6)
described patterns of ecotourism as follows:

1) Tourist activities focusing on the conservation and preservation of
resources so that they sustain as long as possibly. Resources will include all kinds of
resources, i.e. nature, history, archeology, culture, and human ways of life. Such
tourism should be counted as the conservative tourism covering all natural-based and
cultural tourism.

2) Tourism in tourist attractions mainly done for recreations and joy, and

appreciation natural locations. It can be counted as a natural tourism.
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3) Tourist activities focusing on culture features and places constructed
by human and dealing with social being. This kind of tourism tends to provide
knowledge and pride, and is the cultural tourism.

4) Other tourist activities that serve tourists’ demands and satisfaction for
relaxation, joy, entertainment with an emphasis on proper services. These are
entertainment and sports tourism.

5) Tourism focusing on studying natural locations in order to learn how
to conserve the ecological system by the special consideration of local participation.
However, partial visiting natural, cultural, and historical tourist locations in that

ecological system can be counted the ecotourism.

2.2.4 Advantages and Disadvantages of Ecotourism

Jongruk Intayon (2002: 11) stated that advantages and disadvantages of the

ecotourism as follews:

Advantages:

1) It is another choice to combine economic benefits and environmental
reservation together.

2) It is a kind of tourism that builds consciousness on environmental
reservation.

3) It creates income and works for local people.

4) Itincreases the number of inbound valuable tourists

5) It is a kind of tourism that will help improve Thailand’s image as a

destination that is beautiful and fertile both in environment and culture.

Disadvantages:
Without careful planning and efficient checking system, the environment

and ecology could be polluted.
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2.2.5 Impact Caused by Ecotourism

Although ecotourism is tourism reducing the environmental impact but pursuant
to ecotourist attractions, impact by this ecotourism is still found, including impact to
environment, natural ecological system, society, culture, and community ways of life,
as well as economical impact. The report regarding the environmental conservation
prepared by The Tourism Authority of Thailand (1995: 8-14) identified the impact of
tourism as listed below:

1) Environmental Impact
Environmental Impact such as the deterioration of tourist
attractions and pollutions, e.g. garbage and refuse scattered in tourist attractions, loss
of natural balance of tourist attractions, waste water, breaking into public areas to take
interest from tourists’ visits, insufficient and non-standard public utilities, as well as
congested and disorder building and construction, problems of developing the
infrastructure without considering the environment that destroy natural geographical
conditions, including archeological and historical evidences.
2) Social and Cultural Impact
Society and culture have been changing due to many factors,
particularly through connection and relation done widely and rapidly in the present
age, including within each society and culture itself. The successors also need some
changes pursuant to changes of time. When tourist activities have been involved, it
becomes an accelerator for the negative impact, e.g. sex trading problems, crime,
unfair cost of living, problems of cultural changes, unfairness of developing only some
specific areas, and conflicts between local people and tourists.
3) Economical Impact
Economics is always bound with social conditions. The society
will determine the economical structure while the economics is the institution
supporting the society. Developing the tourism industry helps creating the investment
in tourist businesses that lead to changes of careers in communities. Capitalism has
been established and the cost of living has been higher, problems of grabbing for the
profit and income allocation have been emerged.



Ratanawadee Chulaphant Literature Review / 26

As regards the above of impact caused by ecotourism, a researcher referred to
environmental impact such as garbage and waste water, problems of social, culture,
tradition and life style of community changes. Inaddition to the cost of living has been
higher, capitalism has been established and problems of grabbing for the profit thus,
reduce the impact caused by tourism need to the tourism policy is that management
process and develop of tourism by not change or damage the environmental, social,

and culture.

2.2.6 Thailand’s Policy on Tourism Promotion B.E. 2003 — 2006

The Tourism Authority of Thailand (cited in http://www.tat.co.th)
established the policies for the period of B.E. 2003-2006 to be the operation
framework as described below:

1. To promote tourism as an important instrument for resolving
economical problems, creating more work for the general people, and increasing the
country revenues. Tourism will also be promoted to play a prominent role for
improving the general public’s quality of life in every part of the country pursuant to
the government’s policies.

2. To promote and develop the aggressive marketing operation, increase
new tourist markets and specific tourist markets to persuade quality foreign tourists to
visit the country, and to encourage Thai tourists to have domestic visits, including to
set-up clear selling points of the country.

3. To promote the cooperation of all related parties, both in domestic and
international levels, for promoting and developing tourist markets in order to jointly
eradicating obstacles of tourism and paving the way to be The Asian Tourism Center.

4. To place the emphasis on upgrading the organization, management
system, and preparing the personnel to have tourist marketing skills and capabilities so
that The Tourism Authority of Thailand becomes the driving-force organization that is
full of efficiency for operation, and international competitive potential under good-
governance principles, as well as the organization strength is developed to have

academic roles and knowledge concerning the marketing.
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5. To speed up the improvement of information technology system for
tourism in order to support transactions in the internet system, and operation of e-
commerce, including marketing operation performed by the information technology
system containing the mechanism for controlling and preventing to be happening

problems.

2.2.7 Policies on Ecotourism

Thailand Institute of Scientific and Technological Research (1997: 21-23)
conducted the study and prepared policies on ecotourism in order to support directions
of national development so that they are relevant to objectives set up to balance the
country development, that is, the old development of tourist attractions would mainly
focus on the development of economical growth without covering social and
environmental growth. Therefore, ecotourism would be able to serve the policies set
forth in the ninth Economical and Social National Development Plan (B.E. 2002-
2006) as listed below:

1. To serve objectives focusing people as the center of managing natural
and environmental resources, especially creating knowledge and comprehension about
the environment by firstly considering the capability of tourist attractions to support
the ecological system.

2. To serve the management of natural and environmental resources that
must depend on participation procedures of all sectors in the society including local
people and related agencies to set up management directions appropriate with the
potential of tourist attractions, to clearly set up conservative zones and zones
developed to be tourist attractions, as well as set up and control the construction of
utilities to provide convenience to tourists properly.

3. To serve the management of tourist attractions to make them lasting by
using economical instruments to control usages of tourist attractions, and setting up
rules and regulations for managing tourist attractions.

4. To use good governance principles so that the general people are

guaranteed for having the participation in governmental activities.
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As aforesaid above, the establishment of eco-tourism policies must be in the
country development frame to be used as the operation framework and directions. By
this reason, policies on ecotourism must contain principles of developing the
ecotourism (cited in The Thailand Institute of Scientific and Technological Research)
as follows:

1.Development of ecotourism must have control, maintenance, and
management of resources to maintain them in the same conditions as much as
possibly. Tourist locations where are sensitive to any impact and are difficult to be
restored must be avoided or prohibited for visits.

2.For the development of ecotourism, the potential of existing resources
must be concerned. Tourist activities should be arranged properly and adjusted to
balance them with existing activity forms. Severe conflicts to other forms of tourism
should be avoided, and there is an emphasis on interpreting the benefit of managing
eco-tourism to the overall tourism management.

3.For the development of ecotourism, giving the knowledge and creating
good conscious mind in jointly conserving the ecological system must be concerned
more than the economical growth and income.

4.For the development of ecotourism, participation by local people and
local organizations regarding resource management, providing services, knowledge
sharing, and community culture in tourism procedures including the participation in
planning for development or the general public’s delegation in all levels of boards
must be emphasized.

5.Focusing on the management of ecotourism is the primary necessity for
long-lasting tourism development. However, many organizations must set up their
roles of promoting the ecotourism clearly by allocating the budget and personnel, and
setting up proper management methods.

6.Taking development plans for ecotourism to all levels of development
plans, namely local development plans, provincial development plans, and regional
development plans. In addition, budget allocation and distribution must be done

thoroughly and adequately.
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7.Supporting researches and evaluating the outcome of development in
all facets in order to establish guidelines on management, solutions, and improvements
of plans step by step.

8.Exercising laws to control, maintain, and conserve the environment of
tourist attractions strictly by focusing on giving advice, warning, together with
establishing tourist disciplines

9.Preparing practice guidelines or management manuals for related
persons so that they all have the participation in ecotourism rightly.

10.Setting up the ecotourism network, both the vertical and horizontal

levels, for the coordination of information and joint management in all levels.

In accordance with the above policies and tourist guidelines, it can be seen that
ecotourism focuses on local people’s participation in tourism management. The public
takes prominent roles in tourism planning, and creating the learning procedures
regarding work planning, human resource management, and decentralization of
decision power so that the sustainable tourism and has the fewest effects on tourist

attractions and local people.

2.3 Concept and Theories Relevant Local People’s Participation

2.3.1 Definition of Participation

Reeder (1963: 39) defines that the participation in social interaction either

individual or group participation.

International Labor Organization (1971: 7) stated that the participation
means cooperationand accomplishing something that includes sharing of

responsibility.

United Nation (1978: 4) said that the participation was the process involving
the people in many types;
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1) Decision making process for the social aspect and the allocation of
resources.

2) Intend to act some activity or project.

Niran Jongwutthiwet (1981: 183) stated that the participation is a matter of
mental and emotional involvement of individual in a group situation. Its result is a
motive cause to contribution in order to achieve target of the group and to create

responsible feeling in that group as picture 2

Group Situation

Emotional Action

Involvement Participation

Cooperation Responsibility

Picture 2 : The Participation of Local People

Koontaun Thanapongtaun (1989: 14) stated that the paricipation is local
people to participate that occur in one step or in the whole steps of process, that
administer was achieved the target, people to participate in the whole steps of process.
Beside, the considers of the participation of local people as follows:

1) The participation in searching for problem as its causes because local
people, who was the best understand problem in area.

2) The participation in planning for local people could be thinkable and
decided.

3) The participation in investment and operation. People to activity of

leaning with benefits.
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4) The participation in evaluation and monitoring for people to aware
of advantages and disadvantages of operating projects.

Nares Songkrau (1998: 10) defined the local people’s participation as the
characteristics of development procedures from the start until the end of procedures
such as study on the problems, planning, decision making, implementation, administer

management, following up and evaluation and obtaining benefits.

Pisit Suphareeyapongse (1999: 1-7) also gave the meaning of local people’s
participation that it started from receiving the information and details of project
operation that might affect themselves or communities both positively and negatively,
participating in providing related information, participating in considering details,
advantages, and disadvantages of operating projects, participation in implementation,
as well as participating in following up, examining, preventing, and solving problems

that may be raised by project operation.

Parichart Valaisathien et al. (2000: 138) gave the meaning of local people’s
participation that local people were permitted to participate in development procedures
in study on problems, planning, decision making, mobilizing local resources and
technology, administer management, following up and evaluation, and obtaining

benefits that are relevant to ways of life of communities.

According to the above statement, it is noticeable that most of definitions about
participation have core meaning. Therefore the researcher can summarize the
participation means the behavioral expression of a person or group in order to take part
in an activity or a project that occur in one step or in the whole steps of the process
such as study on the problems and causes, planning, implementation, obtaining
benefits, and following up and evaluation for execution activity will bring to the

direction and the real improvement for local people or community.



Ratanawadee Chulaphant Literature Review / 32

2.3.2 People’s Participation Theory

This study, the researcher was selection of theories relevant people’s
participation for the study in local people’s participation in ecotourism management as

follows:

2.3.2.1 Communication Process Theory

Roger and Shomaker (cited in Prasobsuk Deein, 1988: 33-34)
gathered researches concerning the characteristics of persons who perceive a new
science that must comprise the following 5 steps:

1) Awareness Step giving the meaning of one touches a new science or
a new idea for the first time, but he/she still lacks clear comprehension in it. He/she
just acknowledges that there is the new science, but does not seek for any additional
information.

2) Interest Step giving the meaning of one starts to have interest in that
new knowledge and tries to seek for additional information.

3) Evaluation Step giving the meaning of one ponders and considers
advantages and disadvantages of that new knowledge in his/her mind before deciding
to accept it further.

4) Trial Step giving the meaning of one takes that new knowledge to
practice to see the result before deciding to accept it completely.

5) Adoption Step giving the meaning of this level is the final step that
one decides to take that new science to practice completely, which is his/her

acceptance of experiment results that it is workable.

Therefore, Roger (1962:120-130) described the communication channel
that is the procedure of interpersonal information between source and receiver. By
communication channel have two points of view as follows:

1) Mass media channel including newspaper, magazines, journals or

other forms of media such as motion pictures, radio and televisions etc.
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2) Interpersonal channel is an interpersonal reaction to exchange

information between source and receiver.

According to the above statement, receiving messages and the
communication are both necessary for doing any acitity as a human being. Because
human being are social animal that require the necessity to communicate, exchange of
knowledge and attitude, needs, and including exchange of experience to understand
each other. Thus, the communication process has an effect to enhance knowledge,
understanding, the ability and experience, it could modify the attitude of individual,
which will pass on to the higher of knowledge and understanding, building up of
awareness, changing the persons attitude, therefore would lead to increase

participation in any community activities.

2.3.2.2 Leadership Theory

Umnat Anantachai (1980: 126-130) stated that the leader could
encourage the general people to work willingly for the joint or same target or objective
because the leader is an important factor of forming a group of people to reach the
objective. Generally, the leader may be the good leader called the dynamic leader and

the bad leader called the negative leader who does not have any work performance.

From such theory, it can be concluded that work cooperation,
assistance, operation with spirit and quality, creative ideas, and joint responsibility
partly come from the good leader. The good leader will lead to the good participation

in activities.

Therefore, the participation theory mentioned above is an activity done
by a group of persons to reach their joint target successfully. Participation in
ecotourism management by local people, thus, is the cooperation and participation in
ecotourism management promoted for tourism and conservation of natural resources,

and utilization of natural resources with the highest efficiency.
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2.3.3 Factors on Participation

Reader, W.W. (1983: 39-53) conclusion on the 11 variour factors that are
related to people’s participation as:

1) Self-performance following the basis of belief: said that an
individual or group of people seem to choose the way to practice related and similar to
their basis of belief.

2) Standard value: Individual or group of people seems to practice in
the way that is related to their standard values.

3) Goal: Individual or group of people seems to promote, prevent and
keep their goal.

4) Abnormal experienced: The behaviors of an individual or group of
people sometimes resulting from the unacceptable experience.

5) Expectation: Individual or group of people will behave in the pattern
that they expected must behave in that kind of situations.

6) Self-observing: Individual or group of people were mostly perform
in what they believed and should carry out.

7) Compulsory: Individual or group of people were mostly perform in
with the feelings of they were compulsory to do.

8) Habit and tradition: Individual or group of people were likely to
perform based on their prior habits in that kind of situation.

9) Opportunity: Individual or group of people were mostly participate
in the pattern of social practice as what they had perceived especially was supported
by the social structure of both number and types of opportunities to perform that
action.

10) Competent: Individual or group of people were mostly participate
in the actions that other people agrees that they can do what other wants in that kind of
situation.

11) Supportive: Individual or group of people were mostlystarted to

practice whenever they feel that they received good support to perform that activities.
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Cohen and Uphoff (1977:17-18) stated that participation related to

environmental as follows:

1) Physical and Biology Factor

2) Economic Factor
3) Political Factor

4)
5)

Culture Factor
History Factor

Unless Cohen and Uphoff stated that participation in developing their local

environment, there are 4 persons consist of: local people, community leader,

government officer, and other. The participation of people had mostly factors related

to participation as follows:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

Age and Gender

Family Status

Education Level

Social Status

Occupation

Income and Asset

Duration of Residence in Community
Rights of Land Usage and Work Status

Niran Jongwutthiwet (1994: 183) cited that concerning the factors related to

the participation as follows:

1)

The faith and belief of individual to a person or divine will create

the participation of people in activities for example can gathering people together to

help, to do for the others gain, or to built temple or monastery.

2)

The regarding to the honor or the person who has position will

create the participation of people such as the one who has higher position asked the

one who has lower position, which they must do for respect.

3)

Power to compulsory: the person who has authority can compulsory

people to participation in the activities for example: compulsory someone to work as a

slave.
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2.3.4 Pattern and Steps of Participation

Many researchers have studied and provided various ideas concerning patterns

and steps of participation. It can be summarized as follows:

Max Lodermilk and W. Robert Laitos (1980: 694-700) stated that steps a

strategy of participation for local developing. In this aspect, there are 7 steps as:

1) Preliminary Reconaissance

2) Priority Problem Identification Studies

3) Search for Solutions

4) Assessment of Solutions

5) Project Implementation

6) Formal Project Evalution

7) Project Reconsideration of Completion

Arkhin Raphiphat (1993: 49) cited that local participation is divided into 4
steps as follows:
1) The participation in exploring, the causes, and the method of
problem solving.
2) The participation in the decision making of problem solving.
3) The participation in implementation activities.

8) The participation in evaluating activitie.

Cohen and Uphoff (1980: 219-222) classify the types of participation into 4
Patterns as follows:
1) The participation in decision - making consists of 3 steps as:
1.1)  Initial decision - making
1.2)  Process decision - making
1.3) Implement decision — making
2) The participation in implementation consists of 3 steps as:

2.1)  Resource Contribution
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2.2) Management
2.3) The coordination to collaborate
3) The participation in the benefits as follows:
3.1) Marterial Benefit
3.2) Social Benefit
3.3)  Personal Benefit
4) The participation in evaluation

Sakol Sathitvittayanun viewed that the participation came from 3 important
concepts below:

1) The participation interest and concerns that came from personal
interest and concerns, which are coincident by chance, and became the public’s
participation interest and concerns.

2) The participation affliction and dissatisfaction for any particular
situation that pushes each person to form the group, to make plans, and to work
together.

3) The participation decision on changing the group or the community
in their desired direction. Such joint decision must be strong enough to spark the ideas
of doing actions to serve most people’s agreement on that activity.

United Nations Department of International Economics and Social Affairs
(cited in Sobsuk Leelabutra, 2000: 15) concluded that the participation was in 3
following forms:

1) Spontaneous Participation - It is formed by volunteer or by itself to
solve their own difficulties. Such action is not supported by outside parties, but has
the target of participating.

2) Induced Participation - It is the participation under the demand,
approval, or support by the government. This participation is the general feature of
developing countries.

3) Coercived Participation - Persons participate under the operation
pursuant to the government’s policies, under the arrangements of governmental

officials, or under the direct enforcement. For this kind of participation, the actors will
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achieve the outcome immediately, but it is not practicable in the long term and leads to

disadvantages since it lacks the general public’s support eventually.

Banthon Ondam (cited in Totsapol Gridtayapisit, 1994: 13) stated that
participation of people as follows:

1) The participation in study the problems and causes within the
community together with the participate in deciding the needs of the community and
participate in setting the priority of the needs.

2) The participation in the planning. This is when the people participate
in setting up the policy and goal of the project, setting up method and procedure. They
will also limit the quantity of the resource and its source.

3) The participation in the Implement. This is when the people
participate in implement, administer, utilizing natural resources, and coordination.

4) The participation in receiving benefits. This is when the people
receives the benefits they should get from the development or accepting the benefits
from the development both materially and mentally.

5) The participation in following up and evaluation.

The above pattern and steps of participation, it is noticeable that these concepts
share the same idea; to some extents, there are some differences in details. Thus, the
researcher bring mainly concentrated on the concepts of pattern and steps of
participation to create a combination of appropriate study as follows:

1) Participate in study the problems and causes
2) Participate in planning

3) Participate in implementation

4) Participate in obtaining benefits

5) Participate in following up and evaluation
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2.3.5 Features of The Participation

Dusseldorp (1981: 52) cited that features people’s participation was in 9
following forms:
1) Level of Voluntariness
1.1) Free Participation
1.2) Forced Participation
1.3)  Customary Participation
2) Way of Involvement
2.1) Direct Participation
2.2) Indirect Participation
3) Level of Organized
3.1) Organized
3.2) Unorganized
4) Intensity of Participatory Activities
4.1) Intensive Participation
4.2)  Extensive Participation
5) Who is Participation
5.1) Local People
5.2) Government Personnel
5.3) Outsiders
6) Involvement
6.1) Complete Participation
6.2) Partial Participation
7) Range of Activities
7.1) Unlimited Activities
7.2) Limited Activities
8) Level of Effectiveness
8.1) Effective
8.2) Uneffective
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9) Objective of Participation
9.1) Location Development
9.2) Social Planning
9.3) Social Action

2.3.6 Levels of The Participation

Kasperson and Breitbat (1985: 36) stated that the scale to measure the levels
of the participation in 3 types:

1) The activities accomplished by an individual not by a group, the
behave of individual in the participation process will signify about the one’s value,
perception, and actions as mentioned that behaviors of participation means the
behavior that a person acts to the result of action directly.

2) The frequency of action which show the frequent participation, time-
consuming, having relationship and motivation to accomplish such activities.

3) The quality of participation concerning with the results and the
effect of activities on the basis of such responsibility, the decision — making, open —

minded to accept the others ability, accept other’s opinion and also the evaluation.

2.3.7 Local People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management

Chaiwat Tirapant (1998: 21-25) had a view that local people were the most
important factor of creating new tourism procedures under the following important
components:

1) There must be conditions and opportunities for local people to
perform. Local people should have power and authority to administer themselves, and
local people must be pushed to present their own information to other people so that

others have better knowledge and understanding on their local areas.
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2) Local people must have clear directions in the sustainable tourism
promotion. Tourism development must be destroy the base of life including natural
and environmental, social, and cultural resources of local people so that such resources
can be transferred to the next generations.

The main principle of subtainable tourism development that must be
performed by each community is the maintenance of balance between good quality of
life and tourist revenues, and the community must perform as follows:

2.1)  Tourism development must not be done over the limited
level by only focusing on tourist revenues until it wipes out the local base including
ways of life, culture, and local intelligence.

2.2) Each local area must help maintaining and developing
its own unique such as tradition, ways of life, careers, and important locations of that
community, etc. because these all can attract tourists.

3) Local people must have the knowledge concerning the management,
marketing, and public relations to develop sustainable tourism by relying on some
assistance from other outside agencies such as governmental entities relating to that

area, educational institutes, etc.

The Tourism Authority of Thailand (1998: 53) cited that principle of local
people’s participation in ecotourism management as follows:

1) Lets the general public to have the participation, tries to create working
methods and forms a group of people to be a sample for the general public.

2) Takes the community ways of life to be appreciated and touched by
other persons.

3) Makes local people feel proud of those projects and have more
participation, and have joint profit such as accommodations, restaurants, and other
businesses.

4) Local people must keep the ownership of land they have been living
in order to eradicate any intervention, competition, or development that does not get
along with the community.

5) Components of ecotourism must be: letting tourists comprehend the

nature they touch; giving additional information and knowledge on the base of
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conserving and maintaining those natural conditions. Local people must have the

ownership and prepare those resources for the next generations.

As mentioned above, the researcher had a conclusion that local people’s
participation in the management of ecotourism was to let local people have the
participation in promotion, development, and management of local tourism without

destroying natural, environmental, social, and cultural resources of those local people.

2.3.8 Policy on Local People’s Participation

2.3.8.1 The Ninth National Economic and Social Development Plan.
B.E. 2002 — 2006 (cited in National Economic and Social Development Board, 2002:
35) focuses on human as the center of development and management of natural
resources and environment based on the participation of all sectors in the society in
respect of thinking, planning, making decision on undertaking, and evaluating.
Purposes of managing natural resources relating to the public’s participation are as
follows:

1) To utilize natural resources along with restoring them so that
they are abundant; and to control / maintain the environmental quality so that it
enables to support the economic development and long-lasting quality of life

2) To have an efficient management of natural resources and
environment for the balance of ecology and environment under the collaboration of
many parties so that the general people and local communities have more participation
in the management of natural resources and the maintenance of local environment by

themselves under the support of the governmental agencies, academics, and NGOs

2.3.8.2 The Constitution of The Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2540
stated that the right of a person to participate in preservation of natural resources and
environment in Part 3 as follows:

Section 46. Persons so assembling as to be a traditional community

shall have the right to conserve or restore their customs, local knowledge, arts or good
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culture of their community and of the nation and participate in the management,
maintenance, preservation and exploitation of natural resources and the environment
in a balanced fashion and persistently as provided by law.

Section 56. The right of a person to give to the state and communities
participation in the preservation and exploitation of natural resources and biological
diversity and in the protection, promotion and preservation of the quality of the
environment for usual and consistent survival in the environment which is not
hazardous to his or her health and sanitary condition, welfare or quality of life, shall be
protected, as provided by law.

Any project or activity which may seriously affect the quality of the
environment shall not be permitted, unless its impacts on the quality of the
environment have been studied and evaluated and opinions of an independent
organization and from higher education institutions providing studies in the
environmental field, have been obtained prior to the operation of such project or
activity, as provided by law.

The right of a person to sue a state agency, state enterprise, local
government organization or other state authority to perform the duties as provided by

law under paragraph one and paragraph two shall be protected.

For Part 5 of The Constitution of The Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2540
stated that the State has to encourage the public’s participation in conserving,
maintaining, and utilizing natural resources, as well as protecting the quality of
environment as detailed below:

Section 79. The State has to encourage and support the general public
to participate in the conservation, maintenance, and utilization, with balance, of
natural resources and bio-diversity including the participation in the conservation,
maintenance, and protection of the quality of environment pursuant to sustainable
development principles, involving the control and destruction of pollutions affecting
the public’s health, safety and quality of life.

Moreover, Part 9 of The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E.
2540 stipulates roles of local administrative organizations in relation to the promotion

and conservation of quality of environment as follows:
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Section 290. To promote and maintain the quality of environment.
Local administrative organizations should have power and authority, in compliance
with provisions of laws, in the following matters:

1) Management, maintenance, and utilization of natural resources and
environment in the areas.

2) Participation in the maintenance of natural resources and environment
that are out of their areas, especially in any case that may affect the public’s life in the
areas.

3) Participation in the consideration for the beginning of any project or
activity outside the area that may affect the quality of environment or health of people
in the areas.

2.4 Concept Relevant to Knowledge

2.4.1 Definitions of Knowledge

The Lexicon Webster Dictionary (1977:531) giving mean knowledge sated
that acquaintance with facts, truths, or principles, as from study or investigation;
familiarity or conversance, as with a subject, language, or branch of learning; or
acquaintance with a thing, place, person, as by sight, experience, or report; the sum of
what is know; that which is or may be know; the body of truths or facts accumulated

by mankind in the courses of time.

Bloom and other (1971:271) giving mean knowledge sated that behaviors
and test situations, which emphasize the remembering by recognition or recall, of

ideas, material, or phenomena.

Carter V. Good (1973:54) giving mean knowledge sated that the knowledge
is the fact, the truth, the criterion, and the information that the person getting

experience and collecting.
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Prapapen Suwan (cited in Sobsuk Leelabutra, 2000:46) stated that the
knowledge was the first step of behavior by practice or seeing, hearing. This step was
the definition knowledge, the meaning, the truth, the theory, and the construction or

the way to solve.

As above mentioned, the researcher can be summarized that the knowledge
was the facts, the truths, the principles, and information to which the human mind has
access from study or investigation including observation to become own memory and

shows these things outside which other people can observe and measure them.

2.4.2 Levels of Knowledge

Bloom and other (1975:65) divided the cognitive domain into 6 levels as

shown in the following:

1) Knowledge was the brain capability to maintain the stories

2) Comprehensive was the ability to communicate their understanding
to the others

3) Application was the ability use of the knowledge, the remember or
the understanding to solve their problem.

4) Analysis was the ability to consider some story.

5) Synthesis was the ability to merge sub-part of the story.

6) Evaluation was the ability to decide the value which base on the

criteria and the standard.

2.4.3 Measurement of Knowledge

There are many kinds of the instrument to measure of knowledge. Each

instrument should be appropriate in each characteristic of knowledge. Test is the

famous instrument to use. Test mean that question or questionnaires constructed to
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encourage the person show their behavior. This behavior of act could be observed by 3
ways as follows:
1) The oral test by speaking each other. Sometimes it is called the
interview.
2) The questionnaire, there are 2 types as follows:
2.1) The composition test, this test want answer in the
description, explain, compose or criticize the topic gave.
2.2) The limitation of the answer, there are 4 kinds of this test.
These were the true-false test, the fill in the blank test, the forming a pair test and the
multiple-choice test.
3) The practice test, this test want the person to act something more

speaking.

This study, the researcher used the test of 2 choice or test of the true-false by
selecting the right answer about the measurement of knowledge of local people in

ecotourism.

2.5 Relevant Researches

2.5.1 Relevant Researches about Local People’s Participation in Ecotourism

Management

Nakom Teerasuwannajuck (1998: Abstract) studied on “Local communities
opinions about their participation in ecotourism : A case study in Suanpueng District
Ratchaburi Province”. The study result that the majority of local communities have an
intermediate level of agreement with their participation in ecotourism. The factors
which were found to have a significant effect on the level of communities opinions
were the following: age and length of residency at 0.05 and knowledge of ecotourism
and the value placed on natural resources at 0.001 The problem of participation were
local communities have no opportunity to provide opinions about planning, managing

and developing a tourism place, lack of coordination between local communities and
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government officers, and no organization which can promote ecotourism seriously.
Recommendations based on this research are as follow: should provide education
about ecotourism, development coordination between associated organizations,
appropriate budget for officer recruitment, and more opportunities for people to give

their opinions about ecotourism development should be provided.

Nipon Chuamuangphan (2000: Abstract) studied on “Guidelines for tourism
site management in accordance with principles of ecotourism : A case study of
PhuChee Fah forest park in Chiangrai Province”. The finding of this study was as
follows: The area still lacks management due to its new set-up, lacks knowledge
provision and communication for tourists and local people, indicated that local people
earn some benefit from tourism whereas decision making, implementation and
assessment participation do not exist. Guidelines for tourism site management such as
management should be decentralized so that local communities have participation in
accordance with principles of ecotourism, the emphasis should be trained in service
provision and ecotourism knowledge, participate in tourism site management, and
local people should benefit from tourism while relevant authorities should take roles as

helpers and advisors.

Yos Santasombat et al. (2001:108-204) conducted a research concerning
“Ecotourism, variety of culture, and management of resources at Mae Hong Son
Province”. The study found that the context of ecotourism in the top northern part of
Thailand linked to problems of underdevelopment, and borderline being of many
tribes treated to be visited by tourists. Solving basic problems of ecotourism thus, are
to strengthen the community, to promote community organizations for resource
management, to restore the conscious mind on nature, tribal honor and culture to
create the joint learning procedures between tourists and villagers and efficient
tourism management system, allocate revenues and benefit thoroughly and fairly. By
these actions, ecotourism will have significant potential to motivate community to

conserve and develop sustainable nature and environment.
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Thanawat Khwanboon (2002: Abstract) studied on *“Potentiality of local
people in ecotourism management : A case study Bann Rongkla, Phuhin Rongkla
national park, Phisanulok Province”. The factors which were found to have a significant
effect on the level of local people potentiality were the following: present knowledge,
attitude and participation. While the participation was at the low level. Recommended
that the people in Bann Rongkla be supported to participate in all activities relevant to
ecotourism, especially by developing their management skills. Moreover this must be

done clear official policy statements being given to the local people.

Thatchanan Jaruvatthanaphong (2002: Abstract) studied on “The community
participant in ecotourism management Phromlok Waterfall, Tambon Phromlok,
Amphoe Phromkhiri, Nakhonsithammarat Province” The results of the study found
that: Phromlok Waterfall’s tourism situation was developed due to a flash flood in the
area that made the people aware of the importance of the forest and beautiful
waterfall. Thus , the khao Luang nature reservation group was then founded, It has
reservation activities such as forest renewal, Children Day’s activities, tourism
management. The problems and obstacles were: lack of funds, no public relations,
conflict in interests, lack of coordination between groups, and lack of serious support
from the government. The study concluded that tourism management was not efficient

enough.

2.5.2 Relevant Researches about Koh Larn

Somsakul Alfred (1997: 126-131) studied on “The local residents’ behaviors
toward the conservation of tourism resources : A case study of Koh Larn, Pattaya
City”. The research result indicated that the local residents’ of Koh Larn about the
conservation of tourism resources was in medium level. The factors which were found
to have a significant effect on the level of behaviors toward the conservation were the
following: present gender and age at 0.001 ocupation, income and duration of
residence in community at 0.05 mass communication, knowledge and attitude toward

tourism resources at 0.01
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Saowarose Prajamgid (2002: Abstract) studied on *“Effectiveness of the
training workshop among the local people towards coastal resource conservation : A
case study of Koh Larn, Chonburi Province”. The results showed that effectively
motivate the participants in learning how to solve their community environmental
problems, more attention was paid to participate, although the knowledge was not
significantly increased, the attitude was more favorable than before. Evaluation of
learning behavior, by the facilitators, found that the participants’ satisfaction was at a
good level. The research that the training workshop at Koh Larn could be launched
effectively and promote environmental participation and sustainable coastal resource

conservation and management.

Supawan Ponak (2002: Abstract) studied on “The impact of tourism on the
livelihoods of the Koh Larn community, Pattaya City, Chonburi Province”. The results
of research found that tourism from it inception in the early 60s up to the present, had
a great deal of impact, both positive and negative, to the peoples’ livelihoods. On the
positive side, tourism has provided alternatives for income-generating activities from
that of the traditional fishing. Provided that the environment and natural resources,
especially beaches and corals, are well protected for tourist attractions, the
community’s well being is likely to be sustainable, increase of migration might create
social conflicts, for the solid wastes and sewage problems which, if not properly
managed, could destroy the island resources. No systematic management is yet in
place indicating a lack of collaboration among all stakeholders. Recommended that,
there is an urgent need to put an environmental monitoring system to keep updating
the current situation of the natural resources. To ensure the effectiveness of the
system, local people should be given an opportunity to participate throughout the

process.
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2.6 Variables Related to This Study

Gender

Anohthai  Piankongchon (1997: 78) studied on “The need of local people’s
participation in conservation tourism activies of Jaesaun national park Amphoe
maunglampang, Lampang Province”indicated that female had participate levels higher
than male was statistical significance at the level 0.05

Supparaporn Thammachart (1998: 112) studied on “Participation of the local
people toward coastal resources conservation : A case study of Langu District Satun
Province” found that male had participate in coastal resources conservation higher
level than female was statistical significance at the level 0.01

Pimpan Pansee (1999: 72) studied on “People participation in the management
of small reservirors : A case study of Maeyao reservoirs ban Lumklarng Tombol
Maeson Hangchat District, Lampang province” found that female had participate
levels higher than male was statistical significance at the level 0.05

Sobsuk Leelabutra (2000: 89) studied on “Local people’s participation in
environmental conservation : A case study of Koh Kret Nonthaburi province”
indicated that male had participate in environmental conservation higher level than
female was statistical significance at the level 0.01

Therefore, the researcher’s hypothesis about this study that local people with

different gender provide different toward the participation in ecotourism management.

Age

Supparaporn Thammachart (1998: 112) studied on “Participation of the local
people toward coastal resources conservation : A case study of Langu District Satun
Province” found that older local people had participate toward coastal resources
conservation higher than younger local people was statistical significance at the level
0.05
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Pisan Thanasansomboon (1999: 119) studied on “The local people’s
participation in cultural environment conservation : A case study of Koh Srichang
Chonburi Province” indicated that older local people had participate in cultural
environment conservation higher than younger local people was statistical significance
at the level 0.01

Pimpan Pansee (1999: 72) studied on “People participation in the management
of small reservoirs : A case study of Maeyao reservoirs ban Lumklarng Tombol
Maeson Hangchat District, Lampang province” found that age had related statistically
significant with the participation of people in the management of small reservirors
with statistical significance at the level 0.05

Monkol Junsaung (2001: 110) studied on “The participation in conservation
forest of the Sub-District administrative organizational member Chondan District,
Phetchabun Province” indicated that who was older had participate in conservation

forest higher than who was younger with statistical significance at the level 0.05

Therefore, the researcher’s hypothesis about this study that local people with

different age provide different toward the participation in ecotourism management.

Education Level

Anohthai  Piankongchon (1997: 79) studied on “The need of local people’s
participation in conservation tourism activies of Jaesaun national park Amphoe
maunglampang, Lampang Province”indicated that education had related with the want
of local people’s participation in conservation tourism activies. Local people who have
high education will have more the participation than lower education with statistical
significance at the level 0.01

Monkol Junsaung (2001: 110) studied on “The participation in conservation
forest of the Sub-District administrative organizational member Chondan District,
Phetchabun Province” found that the sub-District administrative organizational
member who have high education will have more the participation than lower

education with statistical significance at the level 0.01
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Thanawat Khwanboon (2002: 33) studied on “Potentiality of local people in
ecotourism management : A case study Bann Rongkla, Phuhin Rongkla national park,
Phisanulok Province” found that local people who have high education will have more
the potentlality in ecotourism management than lower education with statistical
significance at the level 0.01

Chudchai Duangjark (2002: 53) studied on “The participation of local people
in ecotourism development : A case study the opinions of Bang Koknoi community
Nonthaburi Province” found that the level of education of local people affected their

participate in ecotourism management at 0.05

Therefore, the researcher’s hypothesis about this study that local people with
different education level provide different toward the participation in ecotourism

management.

Occupation

Somchai  Viripiromgool (2000: 100) studied on “People’s participation in
community forest management : A case study of Bancoke-Santisook community forest
Tambon Wangmee Wangnumkeaw District Nakornrachasrima Province” indicated
that occupation different particpation in forest management with statistical
significance at the level 0.05

Ittiphol Thaikamol (2001: 52) studied on “The potentiality of local community
in ecotourism management : A case study of Bang Yahprae Samut Sakhon Province”
found that occupation different potentiality of local community in ecotourism
management with statistical significance at the level 0.01

Thanawat Khwanboon (2002: 33) studied on “Potentiality of local people in
ecotourism management : A case study Bann Rongkla, Phuhin Rongkla national park,
Phisanulok Province” found that occupation different potentiality of local community

in ecotourism management with statistical significance at the level 0.05
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Salin Deosurin (2003: 103) studied on “Affecting the need of local residents
in ecotourism, development : A case study of Koh Gate village, Tambon Plai Pong
Phang, Amphoe Amphawa, Samut Songkhram Province” indicated that occupation
was significantly related to want in ecotourism, development with statistical

significance at the level 0.05

Therefore, the researcher’s hypothesis about this study that local people with
different occupation provide different toward the participation in ecotourism

management.

Monthly Income

Chalermporn  Choosri (2000: 87) studied on “The small-scale fishermen
participation in conservation of coastal resources : A case study of Pattani Bay, Pattani
Province” indicated that the small-scale fishermen had different monthly income will
have different participate in conservation of coastal resources with statistical
significance at the level 0.05

Sobsuk Leelabutra (2000: 89) studied on “Local people’s participation in
environmental conservation : A case study of Koh Kret Nonthaburi province” found
that there is a significance relationship between average monthly income and
participation in environmental conservation at the level 0.05

Chudchai Duangjark (2002: 53) studied on “The participation of local people
in ecotourism development : A case study the opinions of Bang Koknoi community
Nonthaburi Province” found that there is a significance relationship between average
monthly income and participation in ecotourism development at the level 0.05

Salin Deosurin (2003: 103) studied on “Affecting the need of local residents
in ecotourism, development : A case study of Koh Gate village, Tambon Plai Pong
Phang, Amphoe Amphawa, Samut Songkhram Province” indicated that there is a
significance relationship between average monthly income and affecting the want in

ecotourism, development at the level 0.05
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Therefore, the researcher’s hypothesis about this study that local people with
different monthly incoome provide different toward the participation in ecotourism

management.

Duration of Settlement in Community

Nakom  Teerasuwannajuck (1998: 124) studied on “Local communities’
opinions about their participation in ecotourism : A case study in Suanpueng District
Ratchaburi Province”. The study found that local people who had different duration of
settlement in community made a significant different to the opinions about their
participation in ecotourism at the statistical significant at the level 0.05

Pisan  Thanasansomboon (1999: 120) studied on “The local people’s
participation in cultural environment conservation : A case study of Koh Srichang
Chonburi Province” indicated that local people who have length of living will have
more the participation in cultural environment conservation than shortly of living with
statistical significance at the level 0.01

Thanawat Khwanboon (2002: 35) studied on “Potentiality of local people in
ecotourism management : A case study Bann Rongkla, Phuhin Rongkla national park,
Phisanulok Province” found that there is a significance relationship between duration
of settlement in community and potentiality of local community in ecotourism
management with statistical significance at the level 0.01

Salin Deosurin (2003: 103) studied on “Affecting the need of local residents
in ecotourism, development : A case study of Koh Gate village, Tambon Plai Pong
Phang, Amphoe Amphawa, Samut Songkhram Province” indicated that duration of
settlement in community was significantly related to want in ecotourism, development

with statistical significance at the level 0.05

Therefore, the researcher’s hypothesis about this study that local people with
different duration of settlement in community provide different toward the

participation in ecotourism management.
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Social Status

Anohthai  Piankongchon (1997: 81) studied on “The need of local people’s
participation in conservation tourism activies of Jaesaun national park Amphoe
maunglampang, Lampang Province” found that social status had related with the want
of local people’s participation in conservation tourism activies a statistical significance
at the level 0.05

Pisan  Thanasansomboon (1999: 120) studied on “The local people’s
participation in cultural environment conservation : A case study of Koh Srichang
Chonburi Province” indicated that different social status provide different participation
in cultural environment conservation with statistical significance at the level 0.01

Somchai  Viripiromgool (2000: 115) studied on “People’s participation in
community forest management : A case study of Bancoke-Santisook community forest
Tambon Wangmee Wangnumkeaw District Nakornrachasrima Province” found that
different social status provide different particpation in forest management with
statistical significance at the level 0.01

Sobsuk Leelabutra (2000: 89) studied on “Local people’s participation in
environmental conservation : A case study of Koh Kret Nonthaburi province” found
that the level of participation was significantly affected by social status at the level
0.01

Therefore, the researcher’s hypothesis about this study that local people with
different social status provide different toward the participation in ecotourism

management.

Awareness of Ecotourism Information

Pisan  Thanasansomboon (1999: 120) studied on “The local people’s

participation in cultural environment conservation : A case study of Koh Srichang

Chonburi Province” indicated that local people who have high awareness of
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information will have more the participation than lower awareness of information with
statistical significance at the level 0.01

Pimpan Pansee (1999: 75) studied on “People participation in the management
of small reservoirs : A case study of Maeyao reservoirs ban Lumklarng Tombol
Maeson Hangchat District, Lampang province” found that different awareness of
information provide different participation of people in the management of small
reservirors with statistical significance at the level 0.05

Somchai  Viripiromgool (2000: 115) studied on “People’s participation in
community forest management : A case study of Bancoke-Santisook community forest
Tambon Wangmee Wangnumkeaw District Nakornrachasrima Province” found that
who have high awareness of information will have more the participation than lower
awareness of information with statistical significance at the level 0.01

Thanawat Khwanboon (2002: 35) studied on “Potentiality of local people in
ecotourism management : A case study Bann Rongkla, Phuhin Rongkla national park,
Phisanulok Province” found that awareness of information related potentiality of local

community in ecotourism management significance at the level 0.01

Therefore, the researcher’s hypothesis about this study that local people with
different the awareness of ecotourism information provide different toward the

participation in ecotourism management.

Knowledge on Ecotourism

Nakom  Teerasuwannajuck (1998: 128) studied on “Local communities’
opinions about their participation in ecotourism : A case study in Suanpueng District
Ratchaburi Province”. The study found that knowledge on ecotourism related opinions
about their participation in ecotourism significant at the level 0.01

Phamahasuthit  Op-Un (1998: 88) studied on “The potential of local
community in supporting ecotourism : A case study Kok River Route Chianmai —
Chiangrai  Province” found that different knowledge on ecotourism provide different
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potential of local community in the participation supporting ecotourism with statistical
significance at the level 0.05

Salin Deosurin (2003: 103) studied on “Affecting the need of local residents
in ecotourism, development : A case study of Koh Gate village, Tambon Plai Pong
Phang, Amphoe Amphawa, Samut Songkhram Province” indicated that level of

knowledge related to want in ecotourism, development significantly at the level 0.05

Therefore, the researcher’s hypothesis about this study that local people with
different knowledge on ecotourism provide different toward the participation in

ecotourism management.

Experience in Training on Ecotourism Activity

Phamahasuthit  Op-Un (1998: 88) studied on“The potential of local
community in supporting ecotourism : A case study Kok River Route Chianmai —
Chiangrai  Province” indicated that experience in training on ecotourism related to
potential of local community in the participation supporting ecotourism with statistical
significance at the level 0.05

Yongyudha Supon (2002: 93) studied on “Local people’s participation in the
conservation of environment at Budha Udhayan Water reservoir Amnatcharoen
Province” the result found that different experience in training conservation of
environment provide different to participation in the conservation of environment

with statistical significance at the level 0.05

Therefore, the researcher’s hypothesis about this study that local people with
different experience in training on ecotourism provide different toward the

participation in ecotourism management.
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Perception of Impact Caused by Ecotourism

Salin Deosurin (2003: 103) studied on “Affecting the need of local residents
in ecotourism, development : A case study of Koh Gate village, Tambon Plai Pong
Phang, Amphoe Amphawa, Samut Songkhram Province” The result found that
problem scramble for benefits in community effected toward the want in ecotourism,
development. Thus, perception of impact caused by ecotourism related to affecting the
want of local residents in ecotourism, development with statistical significantly at the
level 0.05

Therefore, the researcher’s hypothesis about this study that local people with
different perception of impact caused by ecotourism provide different toward the

participation in ecotourism management.

Value Place on Natural Resource and Environment

Siriruk Pummanpuen (1997: 66) studied on “Knowledge of the environmental
aspects of ecotourism : A case study of governmental and Non-governmental
personnel working in the environmental sector” The study found that value place on
natural resource and environment positive related to governmental and Non-
governmental personnel working about knowledge of the environmental aspects of
ecotourism with statistical significance at the level 0.01

Nakom  Teerasuwannajuck (1998: 128) studied on “Local communities’
opinions about their participation in ecotourism : A case study in Suanpueng District
Ratchaburi Province” indicated that local people who have different value place on
natural resource and environment made a significant different to the opinions about
their participation in ecotourism with statistical significant at the level 0.01

Pisan  Thanasansomboon (1999: 120) studied on “The local people’s
participation in cultural environment conservation : A case study of Koh Srichang

Chonburi Province”. The study found that local people who have different value place
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on natural resource and environment made a significant different the participation in

cultural environment conservation with statistical significance at the level 0.01

Therefore, the researcher’s hypothesis about this study that local people with
different value place on natural resource and environment provide different toward the

participation in ecotourism management.
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CHAPTER 3
MATERIAL AND METHOD

This study is a survey research focused on local people’s participation in
ecotourism management : A case study of Koh Larn Chonburi province. The study
consisted of :

A quantitative research using questionnaires as an instrument to collect data
and

A qualitative research using in-depth interview as an instrument to collect

data.

3.1 Quantitative Research

3.1.1 Target Population

Population in this research were the head of household or representatives who
were not less than 18 years old and able to give the information representing the whole
family and they have settled in Koh Larn for at least 1 year. According to the
information and surveyed found that the total number of household are 433 (from :

Pattaya Registration bureau : December, 2003)

3.1.2 Sample Size and Sampling Method

In this study, Size of sample was calculated according to Yamane’s formula

(cited in Suchart Prasith-rathsint,Ph.d., 2001:127) ;
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n = Size of sample

N = Average amount of population in Koh Larn that the amount of
house 433

e = Sampling error, accepted at 95% which is equal to 0.05

n = 433

1+433 (0.05)*
=~ <708

This research study, the researcher was able to collect 208 households. From the
survey, it was found that the majority of population have settled in Koh Larn for less
than 1 year, including people do not interested and cooperate in collect data because
they were lacks knowledge and understanding about ecotourism. In addition, the
majority of residence in Koh Larn is rented house. This limits the sample collected to

180 households or 86% of the plan.

3.1.3 Sampling

The sampling methods were classified into :
3.1.3.1 Purposive Sampling : This sampling was carried out selecting
population who were settled in Koh Larn, Naklua sub-district, Banglamung District,
Chonburi Province.
3.1.3.2 Stratified Sampling — Since the density of family numbers

varied in the studied area the method of was done by the following steps:
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1) Making the community layout in order to know the number
of households and characteristics of family distribution on Koh Larn as : llustrated in
picture 3.

2) Setting the boundary according to the density of households
which were classified into: populated areas e.g. Tha NaBaan; and sparsed areas e.g.
Thien Beach, Samae Beach, and Nual Beach.

3) Taking layout to set up the family density areas, the
researcher use sampling by the method as follows :

3.1) Populated areas : Tha NaBaan, the researcher using
accidental sampling method to cover the amount of 203 households. From the
limitation as mentioned above ; however, The total of 175households was surveyed.

3.2) Sparsed areas : Thien Beach, Samae Beach, and
Nual Beach. The applied sampling method was cencus. The survey was complete as

planned with the total of 5 households to be sampled.
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N Nus) Besch

Picture 3 Koh Larn Community Map
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3.2 Qualitative Research

In-depth interview and participation observation method were used in this
study to collect data and information about the development of ecotourism
management, positive and negative impacts from tourism, environmental problem as
well as the obstacle of and recommendation on local people’s participation. The target
group was the following key informants (12 persons):

1. Leader community of Koh Larn (1 person)

2. Koh Larn community committee (2 persons)

3. Chief of Koh Larn sub-district (1 person)

4. Director from Pattaya 10 school (1 person)

5. Abbot of Wat Mai Samran (1 person)

6. Restaurant owner/ Truckle bed lessor/ Scooter and Jetskis lessor (2 persons)
7. Souvenir shop owner (1 person)

8. Tourists motorcycles driver (1 person)

9. Tourists boats driver (1 person)

10. Pattaya municipality officer (1 person)

3.3 Instruments of The Study

Questionnaire was used as a major tool for collecting data. Literature review
also provided valuable information on the participation in ecotourism management.

Both method were integrated, the details of which were provided below :

3.3.1 The Questionnaire together with an interview was used as a tool for

collecting data. It consisted of 8 parts of questions as follows :

Part 1: The question was about personal characteristics information such as

gender, age, education level, occupation, monthly income, duration of residence in
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community and social status. The question comprised both closed - ended and open -

ended question.

Part 2: The question was about awareness of ecotourism information which
could be from both mass media or person communication, source and frequency of the
information, include the additional requirement of ecotourism information. It was

closed - ended questions, classified into 5 levels of frequency with different scores as

follows:
Frequency Score
Never 0
1-2 times a month 1

3-4 times a month

More than 4 times a month

NS B S ]

Everyday

Criteria for evaluation of awareness of ecotourism information were adopted
from the standard of the Sukhothai Thammathirat University (2000: 34) as follows:
Total score 76% up (28 scores and higher) = Awareness of ecotourism
information was high

Total score 61-75% (23-27 scores) = Awareness of ecotourism

information was moderate
Total score lower than 60%(22 scores and lower) = Awareness of ecotourism

information was low

Part 3: The questions about knowledge on ecotourism were the type of test
used True — False Item with 2 choices. The rating scores are as follows:
Correct answer = 1 score

Incorrect answer = 0 score

Criteria for evaluation of about knowledge on ecotourism were adopted from

the standard of the Sukhothai Thammathirat University (2000: 34) as follows:
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Total score 76% up (16 scores and higher) = knowledge on ecotourism
was high
Total score 61-75% (12-15 scores) = knowledge on ecotourism

was moderate
Total score lower than 60% (11 scores and lower) = knowledge on ecotourism

was low

Part 4: The questions about experience in training on ecotourism were the type
of closed-ended questions. The rating scores are as follows:
Having been trained = 1 score

Never = 0 score

Criteria for evaluation of about experience in training on ecotourism were

adopted from the standard of the Sukhothai Thammathirat University (2000: 34) as

follows :
Total score 76% up (6 scores and higher) = experience in training
on ecotourim was high
Total score 61-75% (5-6 scores) = experience in training
on ecotourism was
moderate
Total score lower than 60% (4 scores and lower) = experience in training

on ecotourism was low

Part 5: The questions about perception of impact caused by ecotourism were
the type of test used True — False Item with 2 choices. The rating scores are as follows:
Correct answer = 1 score

Incorrect answer = 0 SCore

Criteria for evaluation of about perception of impact caused by ecotourism
were adopted from the standard of the Sukhothai Thammathirat University (2000: 34)

as follows :
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Total score 76% up (14 scores and higher)

Total score 61-75% (11-13 scores)

Total score lower than 60% (10 scores and lower)
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perception of impact
caused by ecotourism
was high

perception of impact
caused by ecotourism
was moderate
perception of impact
caused by ecotourism

was low

Part 6: The questions about value placed on natural resources and

environment. It is closed-ended questions with 3 choices. The questions in this part

were mingled positive and negative questions which had different score dependent on

the answer. The rating scores are as follows:

Positive Negative

Agree 3 1 score
Not sure 2 2 score
Disagree 1 3 score

Criteria for evaluation of about value placed on

environment
University (2000: 34) as follows :
Total score 76% up (43 scores and higher)

Total score 61-75% (33-42 scores)

Total score lower than 60% (32 scores and lower)

natural resources and

were adopted from the standard of the Sukhothai Thammathirat

value placed on
natural resources and
environment was high
value placed on
natural resources and
environment was
moderate

value placed on
natural resources and

environment was low
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Part 7: The questions about local people’s participation in ecotourism

management. It is close-ended question with 4 choices. The rating scores are as

follows :
Never = 0 score
Sometime (1-2 times / month) = 1 score
Often (3-5 times / month) - 9 score
Everytime = 3 score

For scoring in 5 steps concerning the participation in ecotourism management,
the full marks for each step are 3 score. But, because some steps of participation in
each activities may consist of non-equivalent sub-question e.g. step of implementation,
and Step of obtaining benefits. Therefore, in order that the full marks in each step of
participation are the same, the scoring criteria of both steps will be as follows:

1) Step of implementation consists of 4 sub-questions. The full marks of each
sub-question are 3: The total scores is calculated by the summation of score of each
sub-question divided by the total number of all sub-questions which is equal to 4.

2) Step of obtaining benefits consists of 3 sub-questions. The full marks of
each sub-question are 3: The total scores is calculated by the summation of score of

each sub-question divided by the total number of all sub-questions which is equal to 3.

Criteria for evaluation of about local people’s participation in ecotourism
management were adopted from the standard of the Sukhothai Thammathirat
University (2000: 34) as follows :

Total score 76% up (71 scores and higher) = local people’s participation

in ecotourism management

was high

Total score 61-75% (55-70 scores) local people’s participation
in ecotourism management

was moderate
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Total score lower than 60% (54 scores and lower) = local people’s participation
in ecotourism management

was low

Part 8: This part was open-ened questions to survey the problems, obstacles
and suggestion concerning the participation in ecotourism management with which the

respondent had been faced and his / her recommendations.

3.3.2 In-depth Interview

The in-depth interview to gain the input of qualitative study was compose of
the following questions :

1) Development of ecotourism management at Koh Larn

2) Ecotourism management at Koh Larn by local people and governmental
agency

3) Advantages and disadvantages of ecotourism

4) The environment problems caused by ecotourism at Koh Larn and their
solutions

5) Atpresent, which activities / projects related to ecotourism and how to
participation of local people in ecotourism management

6) Problems, obstacles and suggestions for encouraging local people’s

participation in ecotourism management

3.4 Instruments Validation

3.4.1 The content of questionnaire had been reviewed and approved by
thesis supervisor committees.
3.4.2 The pre - test of questionnaire was carried out at Koh Larn with total

sample of 40 households to investigate any defects of the questionnaire and calculate
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the efficiency of such tool by reliability analysis. It should be noted that these samples

were excluded when the actual survey was conducted. For test reliability as follows :

Reliability test for the section of knowledge on ecotourism, experience in
training on ecotourism, and perception of impact caused by ecotourism were Split Half
Method of Spear Brown’s Correlation Factor Formula. (cited in Boontham

Kitpredaborisut, 1997: 210-212)

Tt 2'r‘/z'/z

1‘|‘I'1/21/Z

Ty Reliability of the whole questionnaire

Ty Reliability from half of questionnaire

The reliability from knowledge on ecotourism was 0.80
The reliability from experience in training on ecotourism was 0.76

The reliability from perception of impact caused by ecotourism was 0.78

Reliability test for the section of value place on natural resource and
environment and local people’s participation in ecotourism management were
Coefficient of Alpha Formula by Cronbach. (cited in Boontham Kitpredaborisut, 1997:
210-212)

o = n 1-2 8%
n-—1 Szt

a = Coefficient Alpha

k = Number of items

>S4 = Variance of single item

Szt = Variance of total item
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The reliability from value place on natural resource and environment was 0.79
The reliability from local people’s participation in ecotourism management

was 0.82

3.5 Data Collection

3.5.1 For quantitative data collection, the researcher collected data by
interviewing the samples. A letter from Faclty of Social Sciences and Humanities,
Mahidol University to government agencies asking for their favor to collect data.

3.5.2 For qualitative data collection, attached the letter from Faclty of Social
Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol University to samples size 12 consist of: Koh Larn
sub-district, Pattaya municipality officer, Leader of Koh Larn community, and
business entrepreneurs, then making an appointment for In-depth interview.

3.5.3 For quantitative and qualitative data collection, the researcher was

collected data within April — June, 2004

3.6 Data Analysis and Statistics

3.6.1 Quantitative Data Analysis

After data collected, it was checked for correctness and completeness
by the following procedures :
3.6.1.1 Systemized the data and created code instruction. Coding and

adjust the data in form of nominal scale and other appropriate forms.

3.6.1.2 The data were analyzed by using SPSS PC" (Statistics Package

for Social Sciences) computer program and other statistic techniques as follows:

1) Analyze the data characteristic of person and motive factors

by using descriptive statistical such as Percentages, Mean and Standard Deviation.
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2) Analyze correlation between Independent Variables

(Nominal scale) and Dependent Variable (Interval scale) used One-Way Analysis of

Variance and t-test.

3.6.2 Qualitative Data Analysis

Descriptive approach analysis used for In-depth interview data in

analyzing.
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CHAPTER 4
RESULTS

This research study local people’s participation in ecotourism management:
A case study of Koh Larn, Chonburi Province. The result of research is proposed by

descriptive with table as follows:

4.1 Personal factors were analyzed by using frequency, percentage, mean (X)
and standard deviation (S.D.)

4.2Motive factors consists of awareness of ecotourism information, knowledge
on ecotourism, experience in training on ecotourism activity, perception of impact
caused by ecotourism, and value place on natural resource and environment were
analyzed by using frequency, percentage, mean (X) and standard deviation (S.D.)

4.3 Local people’s participation in ecotourism management were analyzed by
using frequency, percentage, mean(X) and standard deviation (S.D.)

4.4 The analysis of correlation of personal factors and motive factors with local
people’s participation in ecotourism management by using One Way Analysis of
Variance (One-Way ANOVA) and t-test

4.5 Problems, obstacles and recommendations of local people’s participation in
ecotourism management by using Descriptive Approach Analysis.

4.6 In-depth interview were presented by Descriptive Approach Analysis.
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4.1 Personal Factors

The result of personal factors of local people’s participation in ecotourism

management 180 households, the results of study showed as follows: (Table 4.1)

Gender: The majority of population group were female (52.2%) and male

(47.8%).

Age: The majority of population group had 31-40 years old(43.9%), 30 years
old and lower (36.1%), and 40 years old and upper (20.0%). The average was 35 years

old.The maximum age was 55 years old and minimum was 20 years old.

Education Level: Most samples were educated in primary school (39.4%) the
next were educated in junior high school (20.6%), high school / vocation certificate
(15.0%), diploma / higher vocational certificate (13.9%) and bachelor degree and
upper (11.1%), respectively.

Occupation: Five response categories: most population group were commerce
/ restaurant / refreshment and sourvenir shops (38.3%), career about tourism service
i.e. bunglows / accommodations / motorcycles and boats driver / truckle beds and life
buoy lessor / Scooter and Jetskis lessor (30.6%), laborers (20.0%), government officer

/ State enterprise / temporaries employee (6.1%), and fishery (5.0%), respectively.

Monthly Income: The majority of sample group had monthly income
between 10,001-25,000 Baht (46.1%), 10,000 Baht and lower (30.6%), and 25,001
Baht and upper (23.3%). The average monthly income was 20,172 Baht. The

maximum monthly income was 80,000 Baht and minimum was 7,000 Baht.

Duration of Settlement in Community: The majority of sample group were
group move into community (61.7%) and primitive settlement (38.3%). Dividing of
settlement in community in three categories; most population group had lived for 21-

35 years (40.6%), 20 years and lower (33.9%), and 36 years and upper (25.6%),
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respectively. The average duration of settlement in community was 26 years. The

maximum duration of settlement in community was 55 years and minimum was 2 years.

Social Status: Dividing social status into two categories, most population
group were local people without local position / without membership in local groups
(91.1%) while the local people had local position / with membership in local groups
(8.9%). Dividing local position / with membership in local groups i.e. Koh Larn
community committee (5.0%), healthy volunteer (2.2%), and salvage volunteer

(1.7%).

Table 4.1 Number and Percentage of Personal Factors

Personal Factors Percentage Number

_ Total 100.0 180
Gender

Male 47.8 86

Female 52.2 94
Age

30 years old and lower 36.1 65

31 - 40 years old 43.9 79

41 years old and upper 20.0 36

X=3473 SD.=776 Max=55 Min=20

Education level

Primary School 39.4 71
Junior high school 20.6 37
High school / Vocation certificate 15.0 27
Diploma / Higher vocational certificate 13.9 25
Bachelor’s degree and higher than 11.1 20
Occupation
Fishery 5.0 9
Bungalows / accommodations, motorcycles / boats driver, 30.6 55

truckle beds / life buoy lessor, Scooter / Jetskis lessor
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Personal Factors Percentage Number
Total 100.0 180
Occupation (continue)
Commerce, restaurant and refreshment shops, souvenir 38.3 69
shops
Government officer / State enterprise, temporary employee 6.1 11
Laborers 20.0 36
Monthly income
10,000 Baht and lower 30.6 55
10,001 - 25,000 Baht 46.1 83
25,001 Baht and upper 23.3 42
X =20,172 S.D.=13,105 Max = 80,000 Min = 7,000
Duration of settlement in community
Primitive settlement 38.3 69
Move into community 61.7 111
Dividing duration of settlement by using divided into length
year
20 years and lower 33.9 61
21 —35 years 40.6 73
36 years and upper 25.6 46
X =26.13 S.D. =13.80 Max =55 Min = 2
Social status
Without local position / without membership in local 91.1 164
groups
With local position / with membership in local groups 8.9 16
- Koh larn community committee 5.0 9
- Salvage volunteer 1.7 3
- Healthy volunteer 2.2 4
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4.2 Motive Factors

4.2.1 Awareness of Ecotourism Information

The result of awareness of ecotourism information of local people 180
households from this study showed that as follows: (Table 4.2)

4.2.1.1 Receiving the ecotourism information: the majority of

population group received the ecotourism information (83.3%) and the remainder

never received (16.7%).

Table 4.2 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Awareness of

Ecotourism Information

Awareness of ecotourism information Percentage Number
Total 100.0 180
Receiving the ecotourism information
No 16.1 29
Yes 83.9 151

4.2.1.2 Type of media and frequency which local people awareness of
ecotourism information: (Table 4.3)

- Through television, most population group received the information
everyday (53.3%), received more than 4 times a month (25.6%), received 3—4 times
a month (3.9%), received 1-2 times a month (1.1%), and never received (0.0%),
respectively.

- Through radio, most population group received the information everyday
(50.0%), received more than 4 times a month (27.8%), received 3—4 times a month

(6.1%), received 1-2 times a month had equal to never received (0.0%), respectively.
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- Through newspaper, most population group received the information
everyday (73.9%), received more than 4 times a month (10.0%), received 3—4 times a
month , received 1-2 times a month had equal to never received (0.0%), respectively.

- Through local broadcasting, most population group received the
information 1-2 times a month (57.2%), never received (26.7%), received everyday,
received more than 4 times a month had equal to received 3—4 times a month (0.0%),
respectively.

- Through magazine / journal , most population group received the
information 3—4 times a month (41.7%), received more than 4 times a month (22.2%),
received 1-2 times a month (17.2%), received everyday (1.7%), and never received
the information (1.1%), respectively.

- Through brochure / poster, most population group received the
information 3—4 times a month (37.8%), received 1-2 times a month (27.2%), received
more than 4 times a month (17.2%), never received the information (1.7%), and
received everyday (0.0%), respectively.

- Through government document, most population group never received
the information (41.7%), received 1-2 times a month (31.6%), received 3—4 times a
month (8.9%), received more than 4 times a month (1.7%), and received everyday
(0.0%), respectively.

- Through relationship and neighbors, most population group received
the information 3—4 times a month (43.9%), (41.7%), received more than 4 times a
month (24.4%), received 1-2 times a month (12.8%), received everyday (2.2%), and
never received the information (0.6%), respectively.

- Through the government officer, most population group never received
the information (52.8%), received 1-2 times a month (27.8%), received 3—4 times a
month (3.3%), and received more than 4 times a month had equal to received everyday

the information (0.0%), respectively.
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Table 4.3 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified type of Media

and Frequency by Awareness of Ecotourism Information

Type of media and frequency Percentage = Number
Total 83.9 151
Television
Everyday % %] 96
More than 4 times a month 25.1 46
3 — 4 times a month 9 7
1 — 2 times a month 1.1 2
Never 0.0 0
Radio
Everyday 50.0 90
More than 4 times a month 27.8 50
3 — 4 times a month 6.1 11
1 — 2 times a month 0.0 0
Never 0.0 0
Newspaper
Everyday 73.9 133
More than 4 times a month 10.0 18
3 — 4 times a month 0.0 0
1 — 2 times a month 0.0 0
Never 0.0 0

Local Broadcasting

Everyday 0.0 0
More than 4 times a month 0.0 0
3 — 4 times a month 0.0 0
1 — 2 times a month 57.2 103

Never 26.7 48
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Table 4.3 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified type of Media

and Frequency by Awareness of Ecotourism Information (continue)

Type of media and frequency Percentage = Number
Total 83.9 151
Magazine / Journal
Everyday 1.7 3
More than 4 times a month 22.3 40
3 — 4 times a month 41.7 75
1 — 2 times a month 17.2 31
Never 1.1 2
Brochure / Poster
Everyday 0.0 0
More than 4 times a month 17.2 31
3 — 4 times a month 37.8 68
1 — 2 times a month ) 49
Never 1.7 3
Government document
Everyday 0.0 0
More than 4 times a month 1.7 3
3 — 4 times a month 8.9 16
1 — 2 times a month 31.6 57
Never 41.7 75
Relationship / Neighbors
Everyday 2.2 4
More than 4 times a month 24.4 44
3 — 4 times a month 43.9 79
1 — 2 times a month 12.8 23
Never 0.6 1
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Table 4.3 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified type of Media

and Frequency by Awareness of Ecotourism Information (continue)

Type of media and frequency Percentage = Number
Total 83.9 151
Government officer
Everyday 0.0 0
More than 4 times a month 0.0 0
3 — 4 times a month 3% 6
1 — 2 times a month 27.8 50
Never 52.8 95

4.2.1.3 Require an additional information about ecotourism: most
population group required (96.1%) while the rest denied additional information (3.9%)
(Table 4.4)

4.2.1.4 The addition topic requirement information about ecotourism
consist: most population group require the most topic was conservation of natural
resources i.e.coral reefs, forests (49.9%), garbage and waste water management
(20.0%), background information on ecotourism (10.6%), the role of local people in
ecotourism promotion (8.9%), the sustainable tourism management (6.7%),
respectively. (Table 4.4)

4.2.1.5 For the publication of topic requirement, media that population
group required the most was television (43.3%), newspaper (12.2%), the government
officer (11.7%), local broadcasting (10.0%), radio had equal to brochure / poster
(9.4%), and colleague (3.9%) denied additional information, respectively. (Table 4.4)
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Table 4.4 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by The Additional

Requirement of Ecotourism Information

The additional requirement of ecotourism information Percentage = Number

Total 100.0 180
The additional requirement of ecotourism information
No require 0 7
Require 96.1 173
The information of topic requirement
No require 3.9 7
Background information on ecotourism 10.6 19
Conservation of natural resources i.e.coral reefs, forests 49.9 90
Garbage and waste water management 20.0 36
The role of local people in ecotourism promotion 8.9 16
The sustainable tourism management 6.7 12
Type of media
No require 3.9 7
Television 433 78
Radio 9.4 17
Newspaper 12.2 22
Brochure / Poster 9.4 17
Local broadcasting 10.0 18
Government officer 11.7 21

4.2.1.6 By, categorizing the levels of awareness of ecotourism
information. The researcher lead to received information of 9 questions will be
summed. For grouping the level of awareness of ecotourism information by using a
standard of the Sukohthai Thammathirat Unvirersity, that is, 3 levels; low level,

moderate level and high level this manner.
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The result of study found that the majority population group awareness
of ecotourism information at low level (83.3%), at moderate level (14.4%), and at high
level (2.2%), respectively. The average score was 15.77. The maximum score was 28

and minimum score was 0. (Table 4.5)

Table 4.5 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by The Levels of

Awareness of Ecotourism Information

The levels of awareness of ecotourism information Percentage Number
B Total 100.0 180
Low level (22 score and lower) 83.3 150
Moderate level (23-27 score) 14.4 26
High level (28 score and upper) .2 4

X =15.77 S.D. =7.74 Max =28 Min =0

4.2.2 Knowledge on Ecotourism

The research about knowledge on ecotourism were closed — ended questions,

there are 18 questions include topics as follows: (Table 4.6)

1. Ecotourism means tourism that takes into account the care towards natural
resources, society, and environment; 98.3% got correct answers while 1.7% got
incorrect ones.

2. Ecotourism is a tourism emphasizing on the value of natural resources and
uniqueness tourist attractions; 95.6% got correct answers while 4.4% got incorrect ones.

3. Ecotourism contributes to the consciousness resource conservation in tourist
attractions; 85.6% got correct answers while 14.4% got incorrect ones.

4. Tourists need not to comply with rules and regulations of tourist attractions
otherwise, because they may feel that the journey is unpleasant; 52.2% got correct

answers while 48.7% got incorrect ones.
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5. A great number of tourists who visit a tourist attraction at the same time do
not have any effects on natural resources; 47.2% got correct answers while 52.6% got
incorrect ones.

6. Ecotourism has less impacts on environment than other forms of tourism;
75.0% got correct answers while 25.0% got incorrect ones.

7. Ecotourism is an appropriate approach for sustainable tourism development
together with the development of tourism industry in the country; 90.6% got correct
answers while 9.4% got incorrect ones.

8. Constructing public facilities on beaches such as toilets, restaurants, etc, is to
provide some convenience to tourists and does not cause any environmental problems;
37.2% got correct answers while 62.8% got incorrect ones.

9. Jet-ski, banana boat and umbrella paraselling is considered as one type of
ecotourism activities; 60.0% got correct answers while 40.0% got incorrect ones.

10. Ecotourism is a tourism that the tourists should solely be responsible for
the environment in tourist attractions because they mostly utilize resources in tourist
attractions; 43.3% got correct answers while 56.7% got incorrect ones.

11. Using the containers such as foam boxes, plastic bags, etc. in tourist
attractions does not affect the environment; 88.3% got correct answers while 11.7%
got incorrect ones.

12. Constructing roads or bungalows/ extravagant accommodation is necessary
for ecotourism; 78.3% got correct answers while 21.7% got incorrect ones.

13. To promote the increase in the number of tourists is one of the guidelines
for ecotourism; 32.2% got correct answers while 67.8% got incorrect ones.

14. Ecotourism is a form of tourism that the tourists will gain knowledge and
satisfaction from traveling experience; 90.6% got correct answers while 9.4% got
incorrect ones.

15. If ecotourism grows and expands without appropriate planning and
management, tourist attractions may deteriorate and then lead to a decrease in visual
aesthetic; 97.2% got correct answers while 2.8% got incorrect ones.

16. Some revenues generated from ecotourism should be returned to maintain
or restore natural resources and environment in tourist attractions; 58.9% got correct

answers while 41.1% got incorrect ones.
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17. Good ecotourism management should mainly be resulted from the
collaboration of governmental entities, business entrepreneurs, and local people;
95.0% got correct answers while 5.0% got incorrect ones.

18. It is the duty of government official to raise consciousness of natural
resources and environmental conservation; 40.0% got correct answers while 60.0%

got incorrect ones.

Table 4.6 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Knowledge
on Ecotourism

Percentage 100.0 Number 180

correct incorrect

Knowledge on ecotourism Percentage Percentage

(Number) (Number)

1. Ecotourism means tourism that takes into account the 98.3 1.7
care towards natural resources, society, and environmental. (177) 3)

2. Ecotourism is a tourism emphasizing on the value natural 95.6 4.4
of resources and the uniqueness characteristics of tourist (172) (8)
attractions.

3. Ecotourism contributes to the consciousness of resource 85.6 14.4
conservation in tourist attractions. (154) (26)
*4. Tourists need not to comply with rules and regulations 52.2 47.8
of tourist attractions otherwise, because they may feel that (94) (86)

the journey is unpleasant.

*5. A great number of tourists who visit a tourist attraction 47.2 52.6
at the same time do not have any effects on natural (85) (95)
resources.

6. Ecotourism has less impacts on environment than 75.0 25.0

other forms of tourism. (135) (45)
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Table 4.6 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Knowledge

on Ecotourism (continue)

Percentage 100.0 Number 180

Correct Incorrect
Knowledge on ecotourism Percentage Percentage
(Number) (Number)
7. Ecotourism is an appropriate approach for sustainable 90.6 9.4
tourism development together with development of (163) (17)
tourism industry in the country

*8. Constructing public facilities on beaches such as 37.2 62.8
toilets, restaurants, etc, is to provide some convenience (67) (113)
to tourists and does not cause any environmental
problems.

*9.Jet-ski, banana boat and umbrella paraselling is 60.0 40.0

considered as one type of ecotourism activities. (108) (72)
*10.Ecotourism is a tourism that the tourists should 88.3 11.7
solely be responsible for the environment in tourist (159) (21)
attractions because they mostly utilize resources in
tourist attractions.
*11.Using the containers such as foam boxes, plastic 78.3 21.7
bags, etc.in tourist attractions does not affect the (141) 39)
environment. 32.2 67.8
*12.Constructing roads or bungalows/ extravagant (58) (122)
accommodation is necessary for ecotourism.

*13. To promote the increase in the number of tourists is 90.6 9.4
one of the guidelines for ecotourism. (163) (17)
14. Ecotourism is a form of tourism that the tourists 97.2 2.8
will gain knowledge and satisfaction from traveling (175) (5)

experience.
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Table 4.6 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Knowledge
on Ecotourism (continue)

Percentage 100.0 Number 180

Correct Incorrect

Knowledge on ecotourism Percentage Percentage

(Number) (Number)

15. If ecotourism grows and expands without appropriate 43.3 56.7
planning and management, tourist attractions may (78) (102)
deteriorate and then lead to a decrease in visual aesthetic.

16. Some revenues generated from ecotourism should be 58.9 41.1
returned to maintain or restore natural resources and (106) (74)
environment in tourist attractions.

17. Good ecotourism management should mainly be 95.0 5.0
resulted from the collaboration of governmental entities, (171) 9)

business entrepreneurs, and local people.

*18. It is the duty of government official to raise public 40.0 60.0
consciousness of natural resources and environmental (72) (108)
conservation.

* Negative items

When combined the score of knowledge on ecotourism. Categorized by comparing
them were adopted from the standard of the Sukothai Thammathirat University, which can
divide the score into 3 levels. The result of study indicated that the majority of sample size
had knowledge on ecotourism at moderate level (43.3%), low level (38.3%), and high level
(18.4%), respectively. The average score was 12.66. The maximum score was 18 and

minimum score was 7. (Table 4.7)
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Table 4.7 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by The Level of

Knowledge on Ecotourism

The level of knowledge on ecotourism Percentage = Number
Total 100.0 180
Low level (11 score and lower) 383 69
Moderate level (12-15 score) 43.3 78
High level (16 score and upper) 18.4 33

X =1266 SD. =292 Max = 18 Min = 7

Commend: According to the result of the study, the majority populations of
the sample group had knowledge on ecotourism at the moderate level, considering the
information knowledge on ecotourism found that the most local people have some
incorrect knowledge and misunderstanding in several items as follows:

1) Tourists need not to comply with rules and regulations of tourist
attractions otherwise, they may feel that the journey is unpleasant. Population group
got incorrect answer 47.8%. A great number of tourists who visit a tourist attraction at
the same time do not have any effects on natural resources. Population group got
incorrect answer 52.6%. To promote the increase in the number of tourists is one of
the guidelines for ecotourism. Population group got incorrect answer 67.8%.
Constructing public facilities on beaches such as toilets, restaurants, etc, is to provide
some convenience to tourists and does not cause any environmental problems.
Population group got incorrect answer 62.8%. Jet-ski, banana boat and umbrella
paraselling is considered as one type of ecotourism activities. Population group got
incorrect answer 40.0%. Because Local people may understand that tourism
development means a great number of tourists who have been visiting that area that
can generate revenues and upgrade the community ways of life. It is possible that the
general public does not know that resources in tourist attractions such as beaches is
one of non-renewable natural resources and difficult to be returned, so the general

public intends to utilize them more than to maintain them.
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2) Ecotourism is a tourism that the tourists should solely be responsible
for the environment in tourist attractions because they mostly utilize resources in
tourist attractions. Population group got incorrect answer 56.7%. Some revenues
generated from ecotourism should be returned to maintain or restore natural resources
and environment in tourist attractions. Population group got incorrect answer 41.1%. It
is the duty of government official to raise public consciousness of natural resources
and environmental conservation. Population group got incorrect answer 60.0%. This is
because the lack of thorough public relations about knowledge ecotourism from
government agencies led to local people did not understood the maintenance and
solutions of environmental problems in tourist attractions need the cooperation of local
people. Therefore, government agency should be promoted by disseminating some
documents in form of arrange training/seminar or brochures to provided knowledge

local people.

4.2.3 Experience in Training on Ecotourism Activity

The research about experience in training on ecotourism activity to follow 6

activities, the result of study consist of: (Table 4.8)

1. Activity training on tourism trading management found that most population
group having been trained (51.7%) while never experienced (48.3%).

2. Activity of laying the buoy to protect the coral reefs found that the majority
of population group having been trained (51.7%) while never experienced (48.3%).

3. Activity of forest rehabilitation found that most population group having
been trained (48.9%) while never experienced (51.1%).

4. Activity of cleaning the residence found that most population group having
been trained (90.6%) while never experienced (9.4%).

5. Activity of collecting the garbage on beaches found that the majority of
population group having been trained (73.9%) while never experienced (26.1%).

6. Activity training on land and water traffic regulation found that the majority

of population group having been trained (47.8%) while never experienced (52.2%).
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Table 4.8 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Experience

in Training on Ecotourism Activity

Experience in training on ecotourism activity Percentage = Number

Total 100.0 180

1. Activity training on tourism trading management

Never 48.3 87

Having been trained 51.7 93
2. Activity of laying the buoy to protect the coral reefs

Never 48.3 87

Having been trained 51.7 93
3. Activity of forest rehabilitation

Never 51.1 92

Having been trained 48.9 88
4. Activity of cleaning the residence

Never 90.6 163

Having been trained 9.4 17

5. Activity of collecting the garbage on beaches

Never 26.1 47

Having been trained 73.9 133
6. Activity training on land and water traffic regulation

Never 52.2 94

Having been trained 47.8 86

When combined the score of experience in training on ecotourism activity.
Categorized by comparing them were adopted from the standard of the Sukothai
Thammathirat University, which can divide the score into 3 levels. The result of study
indicated that the majority of sample size had experience in training on ecotourism

activity at low level (58.3%), moderate level (41.7%), and high level (0.0%),
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respectively. The average score was 3.64. The maximum score was 6 and minimum

score was 0. (Table 4.9)

Table 4.9 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by The Level of

Experience in Training on Ecotourism Activity

The level of experience in training on ecotourism activity Percentage Number

Total 100.0 180
Low level (4 score and lower) 58.3 105
Moderate level (5-6 score) 41.7 75
High level (6 score and upper) 0.0 0

X =364 SD.=193 Max=6 Mm=0

4.2.4 Perception of Impact Caused by Ecotourism

The research about perception of impact caused by ecotourism were closed —

ended questions, there are 16 questions include topics as follows: (Table 4.10)

1. Ecotourism activities have not affected natural resources and environment on Koh
Larn; 20.6% agree while 79.4% disagree ones.

2. Ecotourism activities at Koh larn have discharged wastewater into the sea which
reduced seawater quality and caused offensive odor; 87.8% agree while 12.2% disagree
ones.

3. Ecotourism at Koh Larn has led to garbage and solid waste littered the beaches;
70.0% agree while 30.0% disagree ones.

4. Development of ecotourism at Koh Larn has led to the trespass of land for

construction that deteriorates the environment; 86.1% agree while 13.9% disagree ones.
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5. Development of ecotourism has caused the scramble of profits in the community;
57.2% agree while 42.8% disagree ones.

6. Ecotourism does not cause any changes of career for Koh Larn Community;
18.9% agree while 81.1% disagree ones.

7. Ecotourist activities at Koh Larn have increasingly destroy coral reefs and
forests; 60.6% agree while 39.4% disagree ones.

8. Ecotourism does not cause the immigration of labour to Koh Larn; 20.0%
agree while 80.0% disagree ones.

9. Development of ecotourism does not change any infrastructure and public
facilities at Koh Larn; 40.6% agree while 59.4% disagree ones.

10.Expansion of ecotourism does not cause higher cost of living in the
community; 32.2% agree while 67.8% disagree ones.

11. Ecotourism development does not cause the trespass of beaches at Koh
Larn; 36.7% agree while 63.3% disagree ones.

12. A number of tourists visit Koh Larn by a plenty can cause the shortage of
fresh water; 76.1% agree while 23.9% disagree ones.

13. Constructing buildings/shops towards the beaches in order to admire the
beauty of the scenery closely does not have any impact on the environment; 20.6%
agree while 79.4% disagree ones.

14. Discharging an oil into the sea does not pollute the sea because the great
amount of seawater can dilute such toxic substances; 13.3% agree while 86.7%
disagree ones.

15.Filling the banks to construct buildings changes the direction of the water
current causes sedimentation and deteriorates the coral reefs; 93.3% agree while 6.7%
disagree ones.

16.Ecotourism development changes original custom, tradition and culture of

the community; 52.2% agree while 47.6% disagree ones.
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Table 4.10 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Perception
of Impact Caused by Ecotourism

Percentage 100.0 Number 180

Agree Disagree
Perception of impact caused by

. Percentage Number Percentage Number
ecotourism

*1. Ecotourism activities have not 20.6 37 79.4 143
affected natural resources and
environment on Koh Larn.

2. Ecotourism activities at Koh 87.8 158 12.2 22
larn have discharged wastewater
into the sea which reduced seawater
quality and caused offensive odor.

3. Ecotourism at Koh Larn has led 70.0 126 30.0 54
to garbage and solid waste littered
the beaches.

4.Development of ecotourism at 86.1 155 13.9 25
Koh Larn has led to the trespass of
land for construction that

deteriorates the environment.

5.Development of ecotourism has 57.2 103 42.8 77
caused the scramble of profits in the
community.
*6. Ecotourism does not cause 18.9 34 81.1 146

any changes of career for Koh
Larn Community.
7.Ecotourist activities at Koh 60.6 109 39.4 71
Larn have increasingly destroy
coral reefs and forests.
*8.Ecotourism does not cause the 20.0 36 80.0 144
immigration of labour to Koh

Larn.
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Table 4.10 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Perception
of Impact Caused by Ecotourism (continue)

Percentage 100.0 Number 180

Agree Disagree

Perception of impact caused by

ecotourism Percentage Number Percentage Number

*9.Development of ecotourism 40.6 73 59.4 107
does not change any infrastructure

and public facilities at Koh Larn.

*10 Expansion of ecotourism 32.2 58 67.8 122
does not cause higher cost of

living in the community.

*11.Ecotourism development 36.7 66 63.3 114
does not cause the trespass of
beaches at Koh Larn.

12.A number of tourists visit 76.1 137 23.9 43

Koh Larn can cause the shortage
of fresh water.

*13.Constructing buildings/shops 20.6 37 79.4 143
towards the beaches in order to
admire the beauty of the scenery
closely does not have any impact
on the environment.

*14.Discharging an oil into the 13.3 24 86.7 156
sea does not pollute the sea
because the great amount of
seawater can dilute such toxic

substances.
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Table 4.10 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Perception

of Impact Caused by Ecotourism (continue)

Percentage 100.0 Number 180

Agree Disagree

Perception of impact caused by

Percentage Number Percentage Number
Ecotourism
15. Filling the banks to construct 93.3 168 6.7 12
buildings changes the direction of the
water current causes sedimentation
and deteriorates the coral reef.
16.Ecotourism development 52.2 94 47.6 86

changes original custom, tradition

and culture of the community.

* Negative items

When combined the score of perception of impact caused by ecotourism.

Categorized by comparing them were adopted from the standard of the Sukothai

Thammathirat University, which can divide the score into 3 levels. The result of study

found that the most population of group had perception of impact caused by

ecotourism at moderate level (38.3%), low level (32.8%), and high level (28.9 %),

respectively. The average score was 11.81. The maximum score was 16 and minimum

score was 6. (Table 4.11)

Table 4.11 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by The Level of

Perception of Impact Caused by Ecotourism

The level of perception of impact caused by ecotourism Percentage Number
__Total 100.0 180
Low level (10 scores and lower) 32.8 59
Moderate level (11-13 scores) 38.3 69
High level (14 scores and upper) 28.9 52

X =11.81 S.D.= 254 Max=16 Min= 6
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Commend: According to the result of the study, the majority populations of
the sample group had perception of impact caused by ecotourism at the moderate
level, considering the information of perception of impact caused by ecotourism found
that the most local people have some incorrect agree the perception of impacts in
several items as follows:

1) Development of ecotourism has caused the scramble of profit in the
community. Population group gave disagree answer 42.8%. This is because the most
people living on Koh Larn have the relative relationship; they can have negotiations
for any conflict, which do not cause severe problems to the community.

2) Development of ecotourism does not change any infrastructure and
public facilities at Koh Larn. Population group gave agree answer 40.6%. This is
because the roads and piers were develop over 10 years at Koh Larn before
government agencies have development of roads to connect with tourist attractions so
some local people did not notice the changes of infrastructure and public facilities
built up from the development of ecotourism on Koh Larn.

3) Ecotourism development changes original custom, tradition and
culture of the community. Population group gave disagree answer 47.6%. This is
because the most population were immigrants so they did not any interest in custom,
tradition, and culture on Koh Larn. Additionally, Koh Larn community was absorbed
cultures of foreign tourists over 10 years, so the original tradition and culture have
been melt away. Therefore, government agencies should be provided more knowledge,
understanding to local people about natural resources impact and community ways of
life caused by ecotourism development by through media such as public relations to

release information and arrange training/seminar to provided knowledge local people.

4.2.5 Value Place on Natural Resource and Environment

The research about perception of impact caused by ecotourism were closed —
ended questions, there are 16 questions include topics as follows: (Table 4.12)

1. The abundance of natural resources in tourist attractions at Koh Larn attracts
more tourists resulting in better economics; agree 98.9%, not sure had equal to

disagree 0.6%, respectively.
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2. Natural aesthetic of Koh Larn has mental value and should be conserved;
agree 96.7%, not sure 2.8%, and disagree 0.6%, respectively.

3. The untidiness of shops and truckle beds on beaches do not cause visual
pollution of Koh Larn because they are kinds of services provided for tourists’
convenience; agree 42.8%, disagree 36.1%, and not sure 21.1%, respectively.

4. The beauty of coral reefs and beaches attracts tourists, leading to an increase in
revenues from tourism; agree 93.3%, disagree 3.9%, and not sure 2.8%, respectively.

5. Tourist attractions at Koh Larn have the value as being the recreational
locations only; disagree 37.8%, agree 35.6%, and not sure 26.7%, respectively.

6. Collecting natural materials from tourist attractions such as coral and shell
for being sold as souvenirs, is a type of public relations for tourist attractions at Koh
Larn; disagree 60.0%, agree 25.6%, and not sure 14.4%, respectively.

7. Shops and accommodations around the island should install the grease trap
and wastewater treatment system to mitigate the environmental pollution despite of
high investment; agree 76.1%, disagree 12.2%, and not sure 11.7%, respectively.

8. Environmental problems such as garbage and wastewater cause the
deterioration of visual aesthetic and reduce the number of tourist visiting Koh Larn;
agree 96.7%, not sure 2.8%, and disagree 0.6%, respectively.

9. Using beach areas for anchorage does not reduce visual aesthetic of beaches;
agree 48.9%, disagree 37.8%, and not sure 13.3%, respectively.

10. A lot of waste discharging into the sea does not cause seawater pollution along
the beaches because seawater can dilute the waste; disagree 66.7%, agree 31.7%, and not
sure 1.7%, respectively.

11. The deteriorating environment, dirtiness, and congestion reduce visual
aesthetic of tourism site; agree 96.7%, not sure 2.8%, and disagree 0.6%, respectively.

12. Cleanness and tidiness are important points to make tourists appreciate visiting
Koh Larn; agree 80.0%, not sure 13.3%, and disagree 6.7%, respectively.

13. Attractiveness of beaches, coral reefs and forests have economic value that
promotes local tourism and generates revenues in local areas; agree 92.8%, not sure 6.7%,

and disagree 0.6%, respectively.
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14. Koh Larn still has a potential for development of facilites e.g. hotel, resort
without affecting the community; disagree 50.0%, agree 46.1%, and not sure 3.9%,
respectively.

15. Fishing activities around the Island should be promoted; agree 70.0%,
disagree 18.9%, and not sure 11.1%, respectively.

16. Loving and realizing the value of natural resources in tourist attractions is
one of the component for maintaining the attractiveness of tourist attractions; agree

87.2%, disagree 6.7%, and not sure 6.1%, respectively.

Table 4.12 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Value Place
on Natural Resource and Environment

Percentage 100.0 (Number 180)

Value place on natural resource and Agree Not sure Disagree
environment

1. The abundance of natural resources 98.9 0.6 0.6
tourist attractions at Koh Larn attracts more (178) (1) (1)

touristsresulting in better economics.

2. Natural aesthetic of Koh Larn has 96.7 2.8 0.6
mental value and should be conserved. (174) ®)) (1)
*3. The untidiness of shops and truckle 42.8 21.1 36.1
beds on beaches do not cause visual (77) (38) (65)

pollution of Koh Larn because they are

kinds of services provided for tourists’

convenience.
4. The beauty of coral reefs and beaches 933 2.8 3.9
attracts tourists leading to an increase in (168) (%) (7)

revenues from tourism.

*5. Tourist attractions at Koh Larn have the 35.6 26.7 37.8
value as being the recreational locations (64) (48) (68)
only.
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Table 4.12 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Value Place

on Natural Resource and Environment (continue)

Percentage 100.0 (Number 180)

Value place on natural resource and Agree Not sure Disagree
environment

*6. Collecting natural materials from 25 14.4 60.0
tourist attractions such as coral and shell (46) (26) (108)
for being sold as souvenirs is a type of
public relations for tourist attractions at Koh
Larn.

7. Shops and accommodations around 76.1 11.7 12.2
the island should install the grease trap (137) (21) (22)
and wastewater treatment system to
mitigate the environmental the pollution
despite of high investment.

8. Environmental problems such as 96.7 2.8 0.6
garbage and wastewater cause the (174) (%) (1)
deterioration of visual aesthetic and
reduce the number of tourist visiting
Koh Larn.

*9. Using beach areas for anchorage 48.9 13.3 37.8
does not reduce visual aesthetic of (88) (24) (68)
beaches.

*10. A lot of waste discharging into the sea

does not cause seawater pollution along the 31.7 1.7 66.7
beaches because seawater can dilute the (57) 3) (120)
waste.

11. The deteriorating environment, 96.7 2.8 0.6
dirtiness, and congestion reduce visual (174) (5) (1)

aesthetic of tourism site.
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Table 4.12 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Value Place
on Natural Resource and Environment (continue)

Percentage 100.0 (Number 180)

Value place on natural resource and Agree Not sure Disagree
environment

12. Cleanness and tidiness are important 80.0 13.3 6.7
points to make tourists appreciate visiting (144) (24) (12)
Koh Larn.

13. Attractiveness of beaches, coral reefs 93.3 6.7 0.6
and forests have economic value that (167) (12) (1)

promotes local tourism and generates

revenues in local areas.

*14. Koh Larn still has a potential for 46.1 3.9 50.0
development of facilities e.g. hotel, resort (83) (7) (90)
without affecting the community.

*15. Fishing activities around the Island 18.9 11.1 70.0
should be promoted. (34) (20) (126)
16.Loving and realizing the value of 87.2 6.1 6.7
natural resources in tourist attractions is ey (@'l (12)

one of the component for maintaining the

attractiveness of tourist attractions.

* Negative items

When combined the score of the perception of value place on natural resource
and environment. Categorized by comparing them were adopted from the standard of
the Sukothai Thammathirat University, which can divide the score into 3 levels. The
result of study found that the most population of group had value place on natural
resource and environment at high level (52.2%), moderate level (41.1%), and low
level (6.7%), respectively. The average score was 40.95. The maximum score was 48

and minimum score was 28. (Table 4.13)
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Table 4.13 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by The Level of

Value Place on Natural Resource and Environment

The level of value place on natural resource Percentage = Number

and environment

Total 100.0 180
Low level (32 scores and lower) 6.7 12
Moderate level (33 - 41 scores) 41.1 74
High level (43 scores and upper) 52.2 94

X =4095 S.D.= 471 Max= 48 Min= 28

Commend: According to the result of the study, the majority populations of
the sample group had value place on natural resource and environment at the high
level, considering the information of value place on natural resource and environment
found that the most local people have some incorrect agree the value place on natural
resource and environment in several items as follows:

1) The untidiness of shops and truckle beds on beaches do not cause
visual pollution of Koh Larn because they are kinds of services provided for tourists’
convenience. Population group gave agree answer 42.8%. Tourist attractions at Koh
Larn have the value as being the recreational locations only. Population group gave
agree answer 35.6%. Using beach areas for anchorage does not reduce the visual
aesthetic of beaches. Population group gave agree answer 48.9%. This is because local
people did not understanding about the proper and appropriate management of beach
environment compatible with the original environment.

2) A lot of waste discharging into the sea does not cause seawater pollution
along the beaches because seawater can dilute the waste. Population group gave agree
answer 31.7%. This is because the lack of public relations from government agencies
led to the fact that local people did not appreciate the value of natural resources and
environment. Therefore, government agencies should be organize activities or
projects, disseminating leaflets, brochures the local people to provided with

knowledge ecotourism management.
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4.3 Local People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management

The result from this study showed local people’s participation in ecotourism
management as classified by follow to 6 activities and 5 steps of participation as

follows: (Table 4.14)

1. Activity of Training on Tourism Trading Management

Step 1: Study on The Problems and Causes

1.1 Have you ever learned or recommended the solution of problems about
tourism trading management or service provision at Koh Larn. Most population 43.9%
never participated, sometimes participated 33.4%, often participated 19.4%, and
everytime participated 3.3%, respectively.

Step 2: Planning

1.2 Have you ever provided the information or discussed the plan to solve the
problems about tourism trading management or services provision. Most population
58.4% never participated, sometimes participated 23.3%, often participated 15.0%,
and everytime participated 3.3%, respectively.

Step 3: Implementation
1.3 Have you participated in the following tourism trading management
training activities?

1.3.1 You dedicate your time to participate in such activities. 47.2%
never participated, sometimes participated 33.9%, often participated 16.1%, and
everytime participated 2.8%, respectively.

1.3.2 You used to support materials or equipments for such activity.
84.4% never participated, sometimes participated 13.9%, often participated 1.1%, and
everytime participated 0.6%, respectively.

1.3.3 You used to donate your money for such activity. 82.2% never
participated, sometimes participated 13.9%, often participated 3.3%, and everytime

participated 0.6%, respectively.
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1.3.4 You used to persuade neighbor or relatives to participate in such
activity. 65.5% never participated, sometimes participated 19.4%, often participated
13.3%, and everytime participated 1.7%, respectively.

Scoring criteria will be summation of score of each sub-question and divided
by the total number of all sub-questions which is equal to 4. The result of study found
that the majority of population were never participated 60.5%, sometimes participated

30.0%, often participated 8.9%, and everytime participated 0.6%, respectively.

Step 4: Obtaining Benefits
1.4 What type of benefit did you get from attending in trainings on tourism
trading management?

1.4.1 You got more knowledge and comprehension of operating tourist
businesses. 46.7% never participated, sometimes participated 31.7%, often
participated 17.2%, and everytime participated 4.4%, respectively.

1.4.2 You took such knowledge to create various tourist careers that
lead to more employment. 57.8% never participated, sometimes participated 20.0%,
often participated 17.2%, and everytime participated 5.5%, respectively.

1.4.3 You incorporated such knowledge into your profession to
generate more income. 52.8% never participated, sometimes participated 21.7%, often
participated 20.5%, and everytime participated 5.0%, respectively.

Scoring criteria will be summation of score of each sub-question and divided
by the total number of all sub-questions which is equal to 3. The result of study found
that the majority of population were never participated 52.0%, sometimes participated

27.0%, often participated 17.3%, and everytime participated 4.5%, respectively.

Step 5 Follow Up and Evaluation

1.5 Have you ever taken part in follow up and evaluation the result from to
activity. 75.0% never participated, sometimes participated 13.3%, often participated
8.9%, and everytime participated 2.8%, respectively.
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2. Activity of Laying the Buoy to Protect the Coral Reefs

Step 1: Study on The Problems and Causes

2.1 Have you ever learned or recommended the solution of problems about the
deterioration of coral reefs. Most population 36.1% never participated, sometimes
participated 32.8%, often participated 23.9%, and everytime participated 7.2%,

respectively.

Step 2: Planning

2.2 Have you ever provide information or discussed the plan to solve the
deterioration of coral reefs. Most population 57.8% never participated, sometimes
participated 15.5%, often participated 20.6%, and everytime participated 6.1%,

respectively.

Step 3: Implementation
2.3 Have you ever participated in activity of laying the buoy to protect the
coral reefs?

2.3.1 You dedicate your time to participate in such activities. 46.7%
never participated, sometimes participated 32.2%, often participated 15.5%, and
everytime participated 5.6%, respectively.

2.3.2 You used to support materials or equipments for such activity.
87.8% never participated, sometimes participated 8.3%, often participated 3.9%, and
everytime participated 0.0%, respectively.

2.3.3 You used to donate your money for such activity. 90.5% never
participated, sometimes participated 6.7%, often participated 2.8%, and everytime
participated 0.0%, respectively.

2.3.4 You used to persuade neighbor or relatives to participate in such
activity. 57.8% never participated, sometimes participated 22.2%, often participated
16.7%, and everytime participated 3.3%, respectively.

Scoring criteria will be summation of score of each sub-question and divided
by the total number of all sub-questions which is equal to 4. The result of study found
that the majority of population were never participated 55.6%, sometimes participated

36.1%, often participated 8.3%, and everytime participated 0.0%, respectively.
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Step 4: Obtaining Benefits
2.4What kind of benefit did you get from the activity of laying the buoy to
protect the coral reefs?

2.4.1 You used the coral reef as a source of learning the nature by your
children. 49.4% never participated, sometimes participated 32.2%, often participated
11.7%, and everytime participated 6.7%, respectively.

2.4.2 You used the coral reef as a source of diving as a recreation.
47.2% never participated, sometimes participated 28.4%, and often participated had
equal to everytime participated 12.2%, respectively.

2.4.3 You used the coral reef as a source of attracting tourists to visit
Koh Larn in order to generate the income for your family. 47.2% never participated,
sometimes participated 27.8%, often participated 15.0%, and everytime participated
10.0%, respectively.

Scoring criteria will be summation of score of each sub-question and divided
by the total number of all sub-questions which is equal to 3. The result of study found
that the majority of population were never participated 44.4%, sometimes participated

31.7%, often participated 16.7%, and everytime participated 7.2%, respectively.

Step S Follow Up and Evaluation

2.5 Have you ever taken part in follow up and evaluation the result from to the
activity. 46.1% never participated, sometimes participated 37.2%, often participated
12.8%, and everytime participated 3.9%, respectively.

3. Activity of Forest Rehabilitation

Step 1: Study on The Problems and Causes

3.1 Have you ever learned or recommened the solution of problems about the
decreasing forest areas. 46.1% never participated, sometimes participated 37.2%, often
participated 12.8%, and everytime participated 3.9%, respectively.

Step 2: Planning

3.2 Have you ever provide information or discussed the plan to solve the
decreasing forest areas. 63.3% never participated, sometimes participated 22.8%, often

participated 10.0%, and everytime participated 3.9%, respectively.
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Step 3: Implementation
3.3 Have you ever participated in activity of forest rehabilitation?

3.3.1 You dedicate your time to participate in such activities. 50.0%
never participated, sometimes participated 33.3%, often participated 12.8%, and
everytime participated 3.9%, respectively.

3.3.2 You used to support materials or equipments for such activity.
82.7% never participated, sometimes participated 10.6%, often participated 6.1%, and
everytime participated 0.6%, respectively.

3.3.3 You used to donate your money for such activity. 88.9% never
participated, sometimes participated 7.8%, often participated 3.3%, and everytime
participated 0.0%, respectively.

3.3.4 You used to persuade neighbor or relatives to participate in such
activity. 59.5% never participated, sometimes participated 24.4%, often participated
13.3%, and everytime participated 2.8%, respectively.

Scoring criteria will be summation of score of each sub-question and divided
by the total number of all sub-questions which is equal to 4. The result of study found
that the majority of population were never participated 55.0%, sometimes participated

27.8%, often participated 17.2%, and everytime participated 0.0%, respectively.

Step 4: Obtaining Benefits
3.4 What kind of benefit did you get from the forest rehabilitation activity?

3.4.1 You used the forest as a source of recreation. 54.4% never
participated, sometimes participated 25.6%, often participated 18.3%, and everytime
participated 1.7%, respectively.

3.4.2 You used forest areas as a source of learning the nature by your
children. 58.3% never participated, sometimes participated 25.0%, often participated
13.9%, and everytime participated 2.8%, respectively.

3.4.3You used forest areas as tourist attractions to generate your
income. 55.6% never participated, sometimes participated 21.7%, often participated
18.3%, and everytime participated 4.4%, respectively.

Scoring criteria will be summation of score of each sub-question and divided

by the total number of all sub-questions which is equal to 3. The result of study found
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that the majority of population were never participated 44.4%, sometimes participated

31.7%, often participated 16.7%, and everytime participated 7.2%, respectively.

Step 5 Follow Up and Evaluation
3.5 Have you ever taken part in follow up and evaluation the result from to the
activity. 80.0% never participated, sometimes participated had equal to often participated

8.9%, and everytime participated 2.2%, respectively.

4. Activity of Cleaning The Residence

Step 1: Study on The Problems and Causes

4.1 Have you ever learned or recommened the solution of problems about the
dirtiness of residence. 42.7% sometimes participated, often participated 31.7%, and

everytime participated had equal to never participated 12.8%, respectively.

Step 2: Planning
4.2 Have you ever provide information or discussed the plan to solve the
dirtiness of residence. 38.9% never participated, sometimes participated 27.2%,

often participated 22.8%, and everytime participated 11.1%, respectively.

Step 3: Implementation
4.3 Have you ever participated in activity of cleaning the residence?

43.1 You dedicate your time to participate in such activities.
46.1%sometimes participated, often participated 31.1%, everytime participated
12.8%, and never participated 10.0%, respectively.

4.3.2 You used to support materials or equipments for such activity.
41.1% never participated, sometimes participated 38.9%, often participated 13.9%,
and everytime participated 6.1%, respectively.

4.3.3 You used to donate your money for such activity. 72.7% never
participated, sometimes participated 21.7%, often participated 5.0%, and everytime

participated 0.6%, respectively.
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4.3.4 You used to persuade neighbor or relatives to participate in such
activity. 37.2% sometimes participated, never participated 27.8%, often participated
23.3%, and everytime participated 11.7%, respectively.

Scoring criteria summation of score of each sub-question and divided by the
total number of all sub-questions which is equal to 4. The result of study found that the
majority of population were sometimes participated 58.3%, often participated 26.1%,

never participated 15.0%, and everytime participated 0.6%, respectively.

Step 4: Obtaining Benefits
4.4 What kind of benefit did you get from attending the activity of cleaning
your residence?

4.4.1 Your residence is cleaner and more ordered. 47.2% often
participated, sometimes participated 22.8%, everytime participated 21.7%, and never
participated 8.3%, respectively.

4.4.2Your family’s health is better because of no source of diseases.
52.8% often participated, everytime participated 25.0%, sometimes participated
13.9%, and never participated 8.3%, and respectively.

4.4.3You are safe from insects and poisonous reptiles. 50.6% often
participated, everytime participated 28.4%, sometimes participated 12.7%, and never
participated 8.3%, respectively.

Scoring criteria will be summation of score of each sub-question and divided
by the total number of all sub-questions which is equal to 3. The result of study found
that the majority of population were never participated 67.8%, sometimes participated

14.4%, often participated 13.9%, and everytimes participated 3.9%, respectively.

Step 5 Follow Up and Evaluation

4.5 Have you ever taken part in follow up and evaluation the result from to the
activity. 41.6% often participated, sometimes participated 26.1%, everytime participated
16.7%, and never participated15.6%, respectively.
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5. Activity of Collecting The Garbage on Beaches

Step 1: Study on The Problems and Causes

5.1 Have you ever learned or recommened the solution of problems about the
increasing amount of garbage on beaches. 41.6% often participated, sometimes
participated 26.1%, everytime participated 16.7%, and never participated 15.6%,

respectively.

Step 2: Planning
5.2 Have you ever provide information or discussed the plan to solve the
collecting the garbage on beaches. 39.4% never participated, sometimes participated

28.4%, often participated 18.9%, and everytime participated 13.3%, respectively.

Step 3: Implementation
5.3 Have you ever participated in activity of collecting the garbage on
beaches?

5.3.1 You dedicate your time to participate in such activity. 32.8%
sometimes participated, never participated 27.2%, often participated 26.7%, and
everytime participated 13.3%, respectively.

5.3.2 You used to support materials or equipments for such activity.
68.9% never participated, often participated 14.4%, sometimes participated 12.8%,
and everytime participated 3.9%, respectively.

5.3.3 You used to donate your money for such activity. 78.8% never
participated, sometimes participated 10.6%, often participated 8.9%, and everytime
participated 1.7%, respectively.

5.3.4 You used to persuade neighbor or relatives to participate in such
activity. 37.8% never participated, sometimes participated 29.4%, often participated
22.8%, and everytime participated 10.0%, respectively.

Scoring criteria will be summation of score of each sub-question and divided
by the total number of all sub-questions which is equal to 4. The result of study found
that the majority of population were sometimes participated 46.7%, never participated

32.2%, often participated 18.3%, and everytime participated 2.8%, respectively.
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Step 4: Obtaining Benefits

5.4 What kind of benefit did you get from attending the activity of collecting
the garbage on beaches?

5.4.1 You got the knowledge about collecting the garbage and the
correct methods of separating it. 41.1% sometimes participated, never participated
29.4%, often participated 18.9%, and everytime participated 10.6%, respectively.

5.4.2 You used the beaches as a source of recreation. 34.4% often
participated, everytime participated 30.6%, never participated 23.9%, and sometimes
participated 11.1%, respectively.

5.4.3 You got more income because beautiful and clean beaches can
attract more tourists. 39.4% often participated 27.2%, never participated 23.9%, and
sometimes participated 9.5%, respectively.

Scoring criteria will be summation of score of each sub-question and divided
by the total number of all sub-questions which is equal to 3. The result of study found
that the majority of population were often participated 47.2%, everytimes participated
24.4%, never participated 15.0%, and sometimes participated 13.4%, respectively.

Step 5 Follow Up and Evaluation

5.5 Have you ever taken part in follow up and evaluation the result from to the
activity. 62.8% never participated, sometimes participated 18.3%, often participated
10.6%, and everytime participated 8.3%, respectively.

6. Activity Training on Land and Water Traffic Regulation

Step 1: Study on The Problems and Causes

6.1 Have you ever learned or recommened the solution of problems about the
disciplines regarding providing land and water vehicles. 50.6% never participated,
sometimes participated 28.3%, often participated 17.2%, and everytime

participated 3.9%, respectively.
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Step 2: Planning

6.2 Have you ever provide information or discussed the plan to solve the
disciplines regarding providing land and water vehicles. 67.7% never participated,
sometimes participated 20.6%, often participated 8.9%, and everytime participated

2.8%, respectively.

Step 3: Implementation
6.3 Have you ever participated in activity of training on land and water traffic
regulation?

6.3.1 You dedicate your time to participate in such activities. 62.8%
never participated, sometimes participated 25.6%, often participated 8.3%, and
everytime participated 3.3%, respectively.

6.3.2 You used to support materials or equipments for such activity.
94.9% never participated, sometimes participated 2.8%, often participated 1.7%, and
everytime participated 0.6%, respectively.

6.3.3 You used to donate your money for such activity. 92.2% never
participated, sometimes participated 3.9%, often participated 3.3%, and everytime
participated 0.6%, respectively.

6.3.4 You used to persuade neighbor or relatives to participate in such
activity. 69.4% never participated, sometimes participated 20.6%, often participated
7.2%, and everytime participated 2.8%, respectively.

Scoring criteria will be summation of score of each sub-question and divided
by the total number of all sub-questions which is equal to 4. The result of study found
that the majority of population were never participated 71.6%, sometimes participated

22.8%, often participated 5.0%, and everytime participated 0.6 %, respectively.

Step 4: Obtaining Benefits
6.4 What kind of benefit did you get from attending the trainings on land and
water traffic regulations?
6.4.1You got correct knowledge about land and water traffic practice.
58.3% never participated, sometimes participated 25.0%, often participated 13.9%,
and everytime participated 2.8 %, respectively.
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6.4.2You got more life safety because you used the vehicles under
traffic rules and regulations. 61.1% never participated, sometimes participated 18.9%,
often participated 17.2%, and everytime participated 2.8 %, respectively.
6.4.3You took such knowledge to develop your career and generate
more income. 71.6% never participated, sometimes participated 15.0%, often
participated 11.7%, and everytime participated 1.7 %, respectively.
Scoring criteria will be summation of score of each sub-question and divided
by the total number of all sub-questions which is equal to 3. The result of study found
that the majority of population were never participated 61.1%, sometimes participated

22.8%, often participated 14.4%, and everytimes participated 1.7%, respectively.

Step 5 Follow Up and Evaluation

6.5 Have you ever taken part in follow up and evaluation the result from to the
activity. 74.5% never participated, sometimes participated 20.0%, often participated
3.3%, and everytime participated 2.2%, respectively.

Table 4.14 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Local
People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management

Percentage 100.0 (Number 180)

Local people’s participation in Everytime Often  Sometime  Never

ecotourism management

1. Activity of training on tourism

trading management

Study on the problems and causes

1.1 Have you ever learned or 33 19.4 334 43.9
recommended the solution of (6) (35) (60) (79)
problems about tourism trading

management.




Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ M.A. (Environment) / 113

Table 4.14 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Local
People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management (continue)

Percentage 100.0 (Number 180)

Local peopl’s participation in Everytime Often Sometime  Never

ecotourism management

Planning
1.2Have you ever provided the 33 15.0 233 58.4
information or discussed the plan to (6) 27) (42) (105)

solve the problems about tourism
trading management or services
provision.

Implementation

1.3 Have you participated in the
following tourism trading management

training activities?

1.3.1 You dedicate your time to 2.8 16.1 33.9 47.2
participate in such activities. (5) (29) (61) (85)

1.3.2 You used to support 0.6 ILg 13.9 84.4
materials or equipments for such (D) (2) (25) (152)
activity.

1.3.3 You used to donate your 0.6 33 13.9 82.2
money for such activity. (1) (6) (25) (148)

1.3.4 You used to persuade 1.7 13.3 19.4 65.6
neighbor or relatives to participate 3) (24) (35) (118)
in such activity.

Divided by the total number of all 0.6 8.9 30.0 60.5
sub-questions which is equal to 4. (1) (16) (54) (109)
Obtaining benefits

1.4 What type of benefit did you
get from attending in trainings on

tourism trading management?




Ratanawadee Chulaphant

Results / 114

Table 4.14 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Local

People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management (continue)

Percentage 100.0 (Number 180)

Local peopl’s participation in Everytime Often Sometime  Never
ecotourism management

14.1 You got more knowledge and 4.4 G2 31.7 46.7
comprehension of operating tourist (8) (31) (57) (84)
businesses.

1.4.2 You took such knowledge 5.0 17.2 20.0 57.8
to create various tourist careers that 9) (31) (36) (104)
lead to more employment

1.4.3 You took such to develop 5.0 20.5 21.7 52.8
your old careers to generate more 9) (37) (39) (95)
income for your family.

Divided by the total number of all 4.5 17.5 27.0 52.0
sub-questions which is equal to 3. (8) (31) (48) (93)
Follow up and evaluation

1.5 Have you ever taken part in 2.8 8.9 13.3 75.0
follow up and evaluation the result ®) (16) (24) (135)
from to the activity.

2. Activity of laying the buoy to

protect the coral reefs

Study on the problems and causes

2.1 Have you ever learned or 7.2 23.9 32.8 36.1
recommended the solution of (13) (43) (59) (65)
problems about the deterioration of

coral reefs.

Planning

2.2 Have you ever provide 6.1 20.6 15.5 57.8
information or discussed the plan to (11) (37) (28) (104)

solve the deterioration of coral

reefs.
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Table 4.14 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Local

People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management (continue)

Percentage 100.0 (Number 180)

Local peopl’s participation in Everytime Often Sometime  Never
ecotourism management

Implementation

2.3 Have you ever participated in

activity of laying the buoy to

protect the coral reefs?

2.3.1 You dedicate your time to 5.6 15.5 32.2 46.7
participate in such activities. (10) (28) (58) (84)

2.3.2 You used to support 0.0 3.9 8.3 87.8
materials or equipments for such (0) (7) (15) (158)
activity.

2.3.3 You used to donate your 0.0 2.8 6.7 90.5
money for such activity. (0) (5) (12) (163)

2.3.4 You used to persuade B)3 16.7 .. 'Y, 57.8
neighbor or relatives to participate (6) (30) (40) (104)
in such activity.

Divided by the total number of all 0.0 8.3 36.1 55.6
sub-questions which is equal to 4. (0) (15) (65) (100)

Obtaining benefits

2.4What kind of benefit did you
get from the activity of laying the
buoy to protect the coral reefs?

2.4.1 You used the coral reef as a 6.7 11.7 32.2 494
source of learning the nature by (12) (21) (58) (89)
your children.

2.4.2 You used the coral reef as a 12.2 28.4 12.2 47.2

source of diving as a recreation (22) (51) (22) (85)
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Table 4.14 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Local
People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management (continue)

Percentage 100.0 (Number 180)

Local peopl’s participation in Everytime Often Sometime Never

ecotourism management

2.4.3 You used the coral reef as a 15.0 27.8 10.0 47.2
source of attracting tourists to visit 27 (50) (18) (85)
Koh Larn in order to generate the

income for your family

Divided by the total number of all 7.2 57 16.7 44 .4
sub-questions which is equal to 3. (13) (31.7) (30) (80)
Follow up and evaluation
2.5 Have you ever taken part in 4.5 10.0 16.1 69.4
follow up and evaluation the result () (18) (29) (125)

from to the activity.
3.Activity of forest rehabilitation

Study on the problems and causes

3.1 Have you ever learned or A 12.8 37.2 46.1
recommened the solution of (7) 23 (67) (83)
problems

about the decreasing forest areas.

Planning e 10.0 22.8 63.3

3.2 Have you ever provide information (7) (18) (41) (114)

or discussed the plan to solving the

problems about the decreasing forest

areas.

Implementation

3.3 Have you ever participated in

activity of forest rehabilitation? 3.9 12.8 333 50.0
3.3.1 You dedicate your time to (7) (23) (60) (90)

participate in such activities.
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Table 4.14 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Local
People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management (continue)

Percentage 100.0 (Number 180)

Local peopl’s participation in  Everytime Often Sometime  Never

ecotourism management

3.3.2You used to support 0.6 6.1 10.6 82.7
materials or equipments for such (1) (11) (19) (149)
activity.

3.3.3 You used to donate your 0.0 33 7.8 88.9
money for such activity. (0) (6) (14) (160)

3.3.4 You used to persuade 2.8 13.3 24.4 59.5
neighbor or relatives to participate (5) (24) (44) (107)
in such activity.

Divided by the total number of 0.0 17.2 27.8 55.0
all sub-questions which is equal (0) (31) (50) (99)
to 4.

Obtaining benefits

3.4What kind of benefit did you

get from the forest rehabilitation

activity?
3.4.1 You used the forest as a s 18.3 25.6 54.4
source of recreation 3) (33) (46) (98)
3.4.2 You used forest areas as 2.8 13.9 25.0 58.3
a source of learning the nature by (%) (25) (45) (105)
your children
3.4.3You used forest areas as 4.4 18.3 21.7 55.6
tourist attractions to generate your (8) (33) (39) (100)
income.
Divided by the total number of 2.2 17.2 25.6 55.0

all sub-questions which is equal to 3. (4) (31) (46) (99)
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Table 4.14 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Local
People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management (continue)

Percentage 100.0 (Number 180)

Local peopl’s participation in Everytime Often Sometime Never

ecotourism management

Follow up and evaluation

3.5 Have you ever taken part in 2.2 8.9 8.9 80.0
follow up and evaluation the result (4) (16) (16) (144)
from to the activity.

4.Activity of cleaning the residence

Study on the problems and causes

4.1 Have you ever learned or 12.8 31.7 42.7 12.8
recommened the solution of problems (23) (57) (77) (23)
about the dirtiness of residence.

Planning

4.2 Have you ever provide 11.1 22.8 27.2 38.9
information or discussed the plan to (20) (41) (49) (70)

solve the dirtiness of residence.
Implementation
4.3 Have you ever participated in

activity of cleaning the residence?

4.3.1 You dedicate your time to 12.8 31.1 46.1 10.0
participate in such activities. (23) (56) (83) (18)
4.3.2 You used to support materials 6.1 13.9 38.9 41.1
or equipments for such activity. (11) (25) (70) (74)
4.3.3 You used to donate your 0.6 5.0 21.7 72.7
money for such activity. (1) 9) (39) (131)
4.3.4 You used to persuade 11.7 233 37.2 27.8
neighbor or relatives to participate in 21 (42) (67) (50)
such activity. 0.6 26.1 583 15.0
Divided by the total number of all (1) 47) (105) (27)

sub-questions which is equal to 4.
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Table 4.14 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Local
People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management (continue)

Percentage 100.0 (Number 180)

Local peopl’s participation in Everytime Often  Sometime Never

ecotourism management

Obtaining benefits
4.4What kind of benefit did you
get from attending the activity of

cleaning your residence?

4.4.1 Your residence is cleaner 21.7 47.2 22.8 83
and more ordered.. (39) (85) (41) (15)

4.4.2Y our family’s health is 25.0 52.8 13.9 8.3
better because of no source of (45) (95) (25) (15)
diseases

4.4.3You are safe from insects 28.4 50.6 12.7 8.3
and poisonous reptiles. (51) (91) (23) (15)

Divided by the total number of all 22.8 53.9 16.1 7.2
sub-questions which is equal to 3. (41) (97) (29) (13)
Follow up and evaluation
4.5 Have you ever taken part in 3.9 13.9 14.4 67.8
follow up and evaluation the result (7) (25) (26) (122)

from to the activity.

5. Activity of collecting the

garbage on beaches

Study on the problems and causes

5.1 Have you ever learned or 16.7 41.6 26.1 15.6
recommened the solution of (30) (75) (47) (28)
problems about the increasing

amount of garbage on beaches.
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Table 4.14 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Local
People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management (continue)

Percentage 100.0 (Number 180)

Local peopl’s participation in Everytime Often Sometime  Never

ecotourism management

Planning
5.2 Have you ever provide information 13.3 18.9 28.4 39.4
or discussed the plan to solve the (24) (34) (51) (71)

collecting the garbage on beaches.
Implementation
5.3 Have you ever participated in

activity of collecting the garbage on

beaches?

5.3.1 You dedicate your time to =) 26.7 32.8 27.2
participate in such activity. (24) (48) (59) (49)

5.3.2 You used to support 5 14.4 12.8 68.9
materials or equipments for such (7) (26) (23) (124)
activity.

5.3.3 You used to donate your =7 8.9 10.6 78.8
money for such activity. 3) (16) (19) (142)

5.3.4 You used to persuade 10.0 22.8 29.4 37.8
neighbor or relatives to participate (18) (41) (53) (68)
in such activity.

Divided by the total number of all 2.8 18.3 46.7 322
sub-questions which is equal to 4. (5 (33) (84) (58)
Obtaining benefits

5.4 What kind of benefit did you
get from attending the activity of

collecting the garbage on beaches?




Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ M.A. (Environment) / 121

Table 4.14 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Local
People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management (continue)

Percentage 100.0 (Number 180)

Local peopl’s participation in Everytime Often Sometime  Never

ecotourism management

54.1 You got the knowledge 10.6 18.9 41.1 29.4
about collecting the garbage and the (19) (34) (74) (53)
correct methods of separating it

5.4.2 You used the beaches as a 30.6 34.4 N9l 23.9
source of recreation. (55) (62) (20) (43)

543 You got more income 39.4 27.2 9.5 23.9
because beautiful and clean beaches (71) (49) (17) (43)
can attract more tourists.

Divided by the total number of all 15.0 47.2 13.4 24 .4
sub-questions which is equal to 3. (27) (85) (24) (44)
Follow up and evaluation
5.5 Have you ever taken part in B\0 10.6 18.3 62.8
follow up and evaluation the result (7 (19) (33) (113)

from to the activity.

6. Activity training on land

and water traffic regulation

Study on the problems and causes

6.1 Have you ever learned or 3.9 17.2 28.3 50.6
recommened the solution of problems (7) 31 (51) 91)
about the disciplines regarding

providing land and water vehicles.

Planning
6.2 Have you ever provide 2.8 8.9 20.6 67.7
information or discussed the plan to (%) (16) (37) (122)

solve the disciplines regarding

providing land and water vehicles.
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Table 4.14 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Local
People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management (continue)

Percentage 100.0 (Number 180)

Local peopl’s participation in Everytime Often Sometime  Never

ecotourism management

Implementation
6.3 Have you ever participated in
activity of training on land and

water traffic regulation?

6.3.1 You dedicate your time to 33 8.3 25.6 62.8
participate in such activities. (6) (15) (46) (113)

6.3.2 You used to support 0.6 1.7 2.8 94.9
materials or equipments for such (1) 3) (5) (171)
activity.

6.3.3 You used to donate your 0.6 33 3.9 922
money for such activity. @8 (6) (7) (166)

6.3.4 You used to persuade 2.8 7.2 20.6 69.4
neighbor or relatives to participate (5) (13) (37) (125)
in such activity.

Divided by the total number of all 0.6 5.0 22.8 71.6
sub-questions which is equal to 4. (1) )} (41) (129)
Obtaining benefits

6.4What kind of benefit did you get
from attending the trainings on

land and water traffic regulations?

6.4.1You got correct knowledge 2.8 13.9 25.0 58.3
about land and water traffic &) (25) (45) (105)
practice.

6.4.2Y ou got more life safety 2.8 17.2 18.9 61.1
because you used the vehicles under (5) (31) (34) (110)

traffic rules and regulations.
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Table 4.14 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by Local
People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management (continue)

Percentage 100.0 (Number 180)

Local peopl’s participation in Everytime Often Sometime  Never

ecotourism management

6.4.3You took such knowledge to 1.7 Nl 15.0 71.6
develop your career and generate 3) (21) (27) (129)
more income.

Divided by the total number of all 1.7 14.4 22.8 61.1
sub-questions which is equal to 3. 3) (26) (41) (110)
Follow up and evaluation

6.5 Have you ever taken part in 28 33 20.0 74.5
follow up and evaluation the result (4) (6) (36) (134)

from to the activity.

When combined the score of local people’s participation in ecotourism
management. Categorized by comparing them were adopted from the standard of the
Sukohthai Thammathirat University, which can divide the score into 3 levels. The
result of study found that the most population of group had participation in ecotourism
management at low level (94.4%), moderate level (3.9%), and high level (1.7%),
respectively. The average score was 23.64. The maximum score was 83 and minimum

score was 4. (Table 4.15)
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Table 4.15 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by The Level of

Participation in Ecotourism Management

The level of participation in ecotourism management Percentage Number
Total 100.0 180
Low level (54 scores and lower) 94.4 170
Moderate level (55-70scores) 3.9 7
High level (71scores and upper) 1.7 3

X =23.64 SD.= 1687 Max= 83 Min= 4

From the study of the local people’s participation in ecotourism management
the researcher can summary of each participation steps what’s the steps of the highest
and lower people’s participation in each activity as follows: (Table 4.16)

1. Activity training on tourism trading management found that most population
group have the highest participation in the steps 1 is that Study on the problem and
cause (56.1%), the step 4 is that obtaining benefits (49.0%), the step 2 is that planning
(41.6%), the step 3 is that implementation (39.5%), and the step 5 is that follow up and
evaluation (25.0%), respectively.

2. Activity of laying the buoy to protect the coral reefs found that most
population group have the highest participation in the steps 1 is that Study on the
problem and cause (63.9%), the step 4 is that obtaining benefits (55.6%), the step 3 is
that implementation (44.4%), the step 2 is that planning (42.9%), and the step 5 is that
follow up and evaluation (30.6%), respectively.

3. Activity of forest rehabilitation found that most population group have the
highest participation in the steps 1 is that Study on the problem and cause (53.9%), the
step 4 is that obtaining benefits had equal to the step 3 is that implementation (45.0%),
the step 2 is that planning (36.7%), and the step 5 is that follow up and evaluation
(20.0%), respectively.

4. Activity of cleaning the residence found that most population group have the
highest participation the step 4 is that obtaining benefits (92.8%), in the steps 1 is that
study on the problem and cause (87.2%), , the step 3 is that implementation (85.0%),
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the step 2 is that planning (61.1%), and the step 5 is that follow up and evaluation
(32.2%), respectively.

5. Activity of collecting the garbage on beaches found that most population
group have the highest participation in the steps 1 is that Study on the problem and
cause (84.4%), the step 4 is that obtaining benefits (75.6%), the step 3 is that
implementation (67.8%), the step 2 is that planning (60.6%), and the step 5 is that
follow up and evaluation (37.2%), respectively.

6. Activity training on land and water traffic regulation found that most
population group have the highest participation in the steps 1 is that Study on the
problem and cause (49.4%), the step 4 is that obtaining benefits (38.9%), the step 2 is
that planning (32.3%), the step 3 is that implementation (28.4%), and the step 5 is that

follow up and evaluation (25.5%), respectively.

Table 4.16 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by The Steps of

Participation in Ecotourism Management

Activity of The steps of participation
participation Study on | Planning | Implementation | Obtaining | Follow up
the and
problem evaluation
and cause
Percentage | Percentage | Percentage Percentage | Percentage
(Number) | (Number) | (Number) (Number) | (Number)
1. Activity 56.1 41.6 39.5 49.0 25.0
training on (101) (75) (71) (87) (45)
tourism
trading
management
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Table 4.16 Number and Percentage of Local People as Classified by The Steps of

Participation in Ecotourism Management (continue)

Activity of The steps of participation
participation Study on | Planning | Implementation | Obtaining | Follow up
the and
problem evaluation
and cause
Percentage | Percentage | Percentage Percentage | Percentage
(Number) | (Number) | (Number) (Number) | (Number)
2. Activity of 63.9 42.9 444 55.6 30.6
laying the (115) (76) (80) (100) (55)
buoy to
protect the
coral reefs
3. Activity of 53.9 36.7 45.0 45.0 20.0
forest 97) (66) (81) (81) (36)
rehabilitation
4. Activity of 87.2 61.1 85.0 92.8 32.2
cleaning the (157) (110) (153) (167) (58)
residence
5. Activity of 84.4 60.6 67.8 85.6 37.2
collecting the (152) (109) (122) (136) (67)
garbage on
beaches
6. Activity 49.4 323 284 38.9 25.5
training on (89) (58) (51) (70) (46)
land and
water traffic
regulation




Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ M.A. (Environment) / 127

4.4 The Analyses of The Correlation of Personal Factors and Motive
Factors with Local People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management
by using One-Way Analysis of Variance(One-Way ANOVA) by
Break-down Dependent Variable and t-test.

The One-Way analysis of Variance (One-Way ANOVA) is the method to test
the relationship between independent variables that having nominal level of
measurement that more than 2 groups and dependent variable is interval level of
measurement. By showing the value significance of F-test statistics to prove whether
the difference during the group of independent variables would make the difference of
dependent variable pr not. Moreover, there is showing the score of dependent variable
in each group of independent variables can make people read and explain the result of
independent variables in each group influent on dependent variable. In addition,
aboutusing the t-test statistics, it is the comparison of the difference between the
average values of 2 people group that independent variable were nominal level
measurement and dependent variable was interval level measurement by showing the

value significance of t-test.

4.4.1 The Analyses Correlation of The Personal Factors with Local

People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management.

The result of the analyzes to the personal factors of the samples group 180

households from this study showed as follows: (Table 4.17)

Gender: Male (X = 11.81) had the participation in ecotourism management
more than female (i = 22.28). Based on statistical test, gender made an insignificant

difference to the participation in ecotourism management.

Age: The samples group who were ages 41 years and upper (X =27.96) had

the participation in ecotourism management more than those who 31-40 years(X =
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22.71) and 30 years and lower (X = 22.39) respectively. Based on statistical test, age

made an insignificant difference to the participation in ecotourism management.

Education level: The samples group who studied in bachelor degree and

upper (X =27.79) had the participation in ecotourism management more than those
who studied in primary school (X =24.41), high school / vocational certificate (X =
22.80), junior high school (X =21.87), and diploma / higher vocational certificate (X
=21.69), respectively. Based on statistical test, education level made an insignificant

difference to the participation in ecotourism management.

Occupation: : The samples group who were fishery (X = 38.72) had the
participation in ecotourism management more than those who were government
officer / State enterprise and temporary employee (X = 34.15), career about tourism
service i.e. bunglows / accommodations / motorcycles and boats driver / truckle beds
and life buoy lessor / Scooter and Jetskis lessor (X = 24.07), commerce / restaurant /
refreshment and sourvenir shops (X = 23.86), and laborers (X = 15.59), respectively.
Based on statistical test, occupation made a significant difference to the participation

in ecotourism management at the statistical significance 0.001 level.

Monthly income: The samples group who had monthly income 25,001 Baht
and upper (X = 25.39) had the participation in ecotourism management more than
those who had monthly income between 10,001- 25,000 Baht (X = 24.98), and 10,000
Baht and lower (X = 20.29), respectively. Based on statistical test, monthly income

made an insignificant difference to the participation in ecotourism management.

Duration of settlement in community: The samples group who lived for 36
years and upper(X = 28.42) had the participation in ecotourism management more
than those who lived for 21-35 year (X = 24.11), and 20 years and lower (X =19.48),
respectively. Based on statistical test, duration of settlement in community made a
significant difference to the participation in ecotourism management at the statistical

significance 0.05 level.
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Social status: The samples group who were Koh Larn community committee
(X = 40.63) had the participation in ecotourism management more than those who
were healthy volunteer (X = 35.71), salvage volunteer (X =22.94), and without any
local position / without membership in local groups (X = 22.43), respectively. Based
on statistical test, social status made a significant difference to the participation in

ecotourism management at the statistical significance 0.01 level.

Table 4.17 The Analyses of Correlation of Personal Factors with Local
People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management by using One-

Way Analysis of Variance(One-Way ANOVA) and t-test.

N =180 cases
Variables and Categories X S.D. N Sig of F
Gender 0.258
Male 25.14 17.69 86
Female 22.28 16.07 94
Age 0.229
30 years and lower 22.39 15.18 65
31 - 40 years 22.71 16.60 79
41 years and upper 27.96 19.92 36
Education level 0.710
Primary school 24.41 17.12 71
Junior high school 21.87 14.81 37
High school / Vocational certificate 22.80 17.69 27
Diploma / Higher vocational 21.69 18.69 25
certificate
Bachelor degree and upper 27.79 16.90 20
Occupation 0.000%**
Fishery 38.72 23.91 9
Bunglows / accommodations, motorcycles 24.07 14.54 55
/ boats driver, truckle beds / life buoy Issor,
Scooter / Jetskis lessor
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Table 4.17 The Analyses of Correlation of Personal Factors with Local

People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management by using One-

Way Analysis of Variance(One-Way ANOVA) and t-test. (continue)

N =180 cases
Variables and Categories X S.D. N Sig of F
Occupation (continue)
Commerce, restaurant and refreshment shops, 23.86 17.32 69
sourvenir shops
Government officer / State enterprise, 34.15 21.46 11
temporary employee
Laborers 15.59 11.18 | 36
Monthly income 0.208
10,000 Baht and lower 20.29 16.44 55
10,001 — 25,000 Baht 24.98 17.51 83
25,001 Baht and upper 25.39 15.87 | 42
Duration of settlement in community 0.023*
20 years and lower 19.48 1549 | ol
21 —35 years 24.11 16.05 | 73
36 years and upper 28.42 18.80 | 46
Social status 0.007%*
Without local position / without membership | 22.43 16.28 | 164
in local groups
With local position / with membership in
local groups
- Koh Larn community committee 40.63 18.32 9
- healthy volunteer 22.94 15.93 3
- salvage voluntee 35.71 19.51 4

Note *  p—value<0.05
**  p—value<0.01

*ExX p—value<0.001
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4.4.2 The Analyses Correlation of The Motive Factors with Local People’s

Participation in Ecotourism Management.

The result of the analyzes to the motive factors of the samples group 180

households from this study showed as follows: (Table 4.18)

Awareness of Ecotourism Information: The samples group who receiving
awareness of ecotourism information at high level (X = 33.46) had the participation in
ecotourism management more than those who receiving awareness of ecotourism
information at moderate level (X = 32.73), and at low level (X =21.81), respectively.
Based on statistical test, awareness of ecotourism information made a significant
difference to the participation in ecotourism management at the statistical significance
0.01 level.

Knowledge on Ecotourism: The samples group who having knowledge on
ecotourism at high level (X = 29.22) had the participation in ecotourism management
more than those who having knowledge on ecotourism at low level (X = 25.35), and at
moderate level (X = 19.78), respectively. Based on statistical test, knowledge on
ecotourism made a significant difference to the participation in ecotourism

management at the statistical significance 0.05 level.

Experience in Training on Ecotourism Activity: The samples group who
having experience in training on ecotourism activity at moderate level (X = 32.76) had
the participation in ecotourism management more than those who having experience in
training on ecotourism activity at low level (X = 17.13), and at high level (X = 0.00),
respectively. Based on statistical test, experience in training on ecotourism activity
made a significant difference to the participation in ecotourism management at the

statistical significance 0.001 level.

Perception of Impact Caused by Ecotourism: The samples group who
having perception of impact caused by ecotourism at high level (X = 33.92) had the

participation in ecotourism management more than those who having perception of
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impact caused by ecotourism at moderate level (X = 19.67), and at low level (X =
19.23), respectively. Based on statistical test, perception of impact caused by
ecotourism made a significant difference to the participation in ecotourism

management at the statistical significance 0.001 level.

Value Place on Natural Resource and Environment: The samples group
who having value place on natural resource and environment at high level (X = 27.05)
had the participation in ecotourism management more than those who having value
place on natural resource and environment at low level (X = 21.31), and at moderate
level (X = 19.70), respectively. Based on statistical test, value place on natural
resource and environment made a significant difference to the participation in

ecotourism management at the statistical significance 0.05 level.

Table 4.18 The Analyses of Correlation of Motive Factors with Local People’s
Participation in Ecotourism Management by using One-Way Analysis

of Variance(One-Way ANOVA) and t-test.

N =180 cases
Variables and Categories X S.D. N | Sigof F
Awareness of ecotourism information 0.004%*
Low level (22 scores and lower) 21.81 15.90 150
Moderate level (23 — 27 scores) 32.73 19.68 26
High level (28 scores and upper) 33.46 14.15 4
Knowledge on ecotourism 0.014*
Low level (11 scores and lower) 25.35 18.38 69
Moderate level (12 - 15 scores) 19.78 13.10 78
High level (16 scores and upper) 29.22 19.66 33
Experience in training on ecotourism 0.000%**
activity
Low level (4 scores and lower) 17.13 13.25 105
Moderate level (5 - 6 scores) 32.76 17.26 75
High level (6 scores and upper) 0.00 0.00 0
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Table 4.18 The Analyses of Correlation of Motive Factors with Local People’s
Participation in Ecotourism Management by using One-Way

Analysis of Variance(One-Way ANOVA) and t-test. (continue)

N =180 cases
Variables and Categories X S.D. N | Sigof F
Perception of impact caused by 0.000%**
ecotourism
Low level (10 scores and lower) 19.23 14.40 59
Moderate level (11 — 13 scores) 19.67 15 58 69
High level (14 scores and upper) 33.92 19.18 b2
Value place on natural resource and 0.017*
environment
Low level (32 scores and lower) 21.31 14.99 12
Moderate level (33 — 41 scores) 19.70 13.59 74
High level (42 scores and upper) 27.05 18.75 94

Note *  p—value<0.05
¥ p—value<0.01

*Hk p —value<0.001

4.5 Problems, Obstacles and Recommendations of Local people’s

Participation in Ecotourism Management

From the open-ended questionnaire, the samples group 180 household give an
opinion about problems, obstacles and suggestions concerning the participation in

ecotourism management as follows:
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4.5.1 Problems and Obstacles of Local people’s Participation in

Ecotourism Management.

The result of studied indicated that the samples group give an opinion of
problem and obstacles of local people’s participation in ecotourism management
caused by:

1. Local people and business entrepreneurs lacked knowledge and
understaning about ecotourism including environment impact that might occur if the
environment and natural resources at Koh Larn are deteriorated.

2. Koh Larn Sub — District has not supported and given the local people
opportunities to present their opinions in step of the planning and follow up and
evaluation of participation seriously.

3. Local people do not have sufficient time or pay attention to participate
in activities or projects. Moreover, the local people lack the unity and the enthusiasm
to attend those activities or projects.

4. Government agencies may lack public relations or may not release
the information to the public so local people not received information.

5. Most business entrepreneurs focus on their businesses, and do not
pay attention to natural and environmental resources; hence, they have not participated
in activities or projects relating to ecotourism management.

6. Lack of cooperation and understanding between Koh Larn Sub-
District Officer and local people hence, theirs do not importanted in participation

7. Local people have not known that everyone has duties to preservation
natural and environmental resources.

8. There are conflicts among local people who have got and have not got

the benefits of community.

4.5.2 Forms of Local people’s Participation in Ecotourism Management

From the study, the samples group give an opinion about forms of the

participation in the encouragement local people to join in ecotourism management as

listed below:
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1. Government agencies i.e. Koh Larn Sub-District shoul be arrange a
meeting / local arena for local people exchanging some opinions of problems and
solutions.

2. They should be arrange the public hearing for the awareness of local
people’s requirements include problems and obstacles.

3. There should be continuously arranging the trainings/meeting for
encourage the knowledge, understanding, and consciousness of local people
entrepreneurs love, care and jointly maintain the natural and environmental resources in
community.

4. Campaigning to give an information media are through especially,
brochures and local broadcasting to local people to understand the importance of

preserve environmental and natural resources.

4.5.3 Recommendations for Solving The Participation Problem for

Ecotourism Management

The result of the study found that the sample group viewed that problems and
obstacles of local people to participate in ecotourism management should be solved as
follows:

1. Cooperation between government agencies is Koh Larn Sub-District
and local people should be improved for more potential of planning for developing
and maintaining natural and environmental resources in tourist attractions. By, there
should give local people opportunities to present their opinions as per local
requirement. In addition, governmental officials should visit the community to discuss
with local people more by contacting each family directly for good understanding and
cooperation.

2. Koh Larn Sub-District should be public documents released to the
general people and tourists to encourage their conscious mind to be responsible for
natural and environmental resources in tourist attractions, and to understand the

importance and preserve those tourist attractions more.
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3.Koh Larn Sub-District should arrange regular trainings/conferences to
provide knowledge and to encourage the public and business entrepreneurs to have
enthusiasm for ecotourism management.

4. Koh Larn Sub-District should give local people were not Koh larn
community committee had opportunities to participate in all steps of ecotourism
management, especially in the step of planning, and follow up and evaluation.

5. Koh Larn Sub-District should be continuously arranging the
trainings/meeting, exhibitions, regularly preparing public documents to give the local
people the knowledge about tourism resources by focusing on the importance of
natural and environmental resources in tourist attractions so that the local people are
able to take such knowledge to apply in ecotourism management are correctly.

6.Budget regarding the environmental management is more provided so
that tourism development has the fewest effects to the environment.

7.All parities should be encouraged to participate in tourism management
seriously, including governmental entities, private sector, and local people.

8 Governmental entities should regularly promote activities of collecting

the garbage scattered on beaches, and conserving the coral reef and environment.

4.5.4 Recommendations about Local people’ Participation in Ecotourism
Management for The Conservation of Natural and Environmental Resources

together with Tourism Development

1.Both general people and business entrepreneurs should be provided
more knowledge about ecotourism management, as well as advantages/disadvantages
affecting the community if natural and environment resources are not maintained.

2.Local people, business entrepreneurs, and tourist guides are trained to
have more knowledge so that they are able to encourage and advise tourists to retain
the environment.

3.Cooperation between governmental entities, Koh Larn Sub-District and
local people should be improved for more potential of planning for developing and

maintaining natural and environmental resources in tourist attractions.
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4. government agencies should be inculcate to understand the
importance of conserving environmental and natural resources into local people,
business entrepreneurs, and youth.

5.Planning for ecotourism management at Koh Larn should be set up
clearly and there are evaluations pursuant to those determined plans.

6.Public boards, brochures, and leaflets should be prepared to provide the
information about tourist attractions and rules/regulations of those tourist attractions to
local people, and Thai and foreign tourists.

7. Koh Larn Sub-District is the follow up and evaluation of organizing
activities/projects raised by tourism in order to find out prevention measures and
solutions of existing problems that are deteriorating natural and environmental

resources in tourist attractions.

4.6 Qualitative Research

In qualitative research, In-depth interview is used with government entities as
Koh Larn Sub-District 1 person, Pattaya municipality officer 1 person, Abbot of Wat
Mai Samran 1 person, 1 leader of Koh Larn and 2 community committee, 1 teacher
from Pattaya 10 school, and business entrepreneurs about tourism that is restaurant
owner, souvenir shop owner, truckle beds / lifebuoy lessor, Scooter and Jetskis lessor,
tourist motorcycles driver, and tourist boats driver 5 persons. The interviewing can be

concluded and categorized into the following issues:

4.6.1 Development of Ecotourism Management at Koh Larn

Ecotourism management at Koh Larn has been developed from governmental
units, Muang Pattaya, and Koh Larn Sub-District that foresaw the tourist growth of
Koh Larn, which would certainly affect and change environment, society, and culture

of this island; for example, throwing the garbage into the sea, releasing polluted water
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into the sea, etc. These problems are all linked and continue for years due to lack of
good management. Therefore, Muang Pattaya and Koh Larn Sub-District foresaw that
the restoration and conservation of natural and environmental resources were the best
solutions. As a result, both agencies set up the work plan/ projects to develop the
tourism of Koh Larn to be the ecotourism, that is, tourism is an campaigning activity
to encourage local people and general people to love and to realize the importance of
environmental resources, which would be an important base leading to the cooperation
of natural resource conservation in the future. Koh Larn was arranged to be the
ecotourist attraction in 2001. Local people had opportunities to participate in activities
or projects for ecotourism management in forms of acknowledging problems, being
requested to cooperate in doing activities or projects, or assisting in conserving

resources in tourist attractions.

4.6.2 Ecotourism Management at Koh Larn by Local People and

Governmental Agencies

In the study on ecotourism management at Koh Larn, the study was separated
into ecotourism management undertaken by governmental entities, and ecotourism

management undertaken by local people as described below:

4.6.2.1 Ecotourism management undertaken by governmental entities
such as Koh Larn Sub-District policies on developing the tourism of Koh Larn along
with conserving natural and environmental resources were set up in visions, strategy,
and guidelines of developing Koh Larn. ecotourism management was divided into
following parts:
(1) Natural resource management
There are public relations and arrangements of laying the
pontoon to prevent coral reef lines, and have the forestation to encourage the general
people to appreciate the importance of natural and environmental resources, especially
the coral reef and forest. For laying the buoy to protect the coral reefs, The Sattahip
Royal Thai Navy was asked to lay the pontoon to prevent the anchor drop. There are
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also penalty measures for any boat that prohibits the instruction, as well as any person
who collects and/or breaks the coral reef. Regarding the forest, forest rehabilitation
and forest conservation were encouraged. Koh Larn Sub-District and the Electricity
Generating Authority of Thailand cooperated to arrange the project of forestation for
Her Majesty the Queen’s prestige at Samae Beach around Kao Hua Lon Mountain
under the maintenance by local people at Koh Larn.

(2) Environmental management

Koh Larn Sub-District has undertaken to encourage the
conscious mind of general people to take care of tourist attractions, to dispose the
collection and separation of garbage, to campaign for collecting the garbage scattered
on beached around the island, to jointly lay the buoy at Ta Wan Beach, to place the
bins in crowded areas to maintain the cleanness and good-looking at tourist attractions,
including to set up measures prohibiting the release of polluted water through the
beaches. Moreover, the Office arranges the training to provide knowledge regarding
the environment to business entrepreneurs and local people, to campaign for
maintaining the cleanness around the residence for pleasant appearance and order.

(3)Infrastructure management

There is a campaign for ordering the traffic discipline, especially
tourists motorcycles driver. There are measures of driving, preparing waiting spots to
transfer tourists at piers and beaches for tourists’ convenience, making the chart
indicating the definite transport prices in order that motorcycles driver can not take
advantage of tourists. According to transfer boats, disciplines of sailing are set up, and
sufficient life buoy waistcoats are provided as per the number of tourists. In addition,
the Sub-District Office undertakes the improvement of piers at Tah Na Baan, and Ta
Waen Beach, the expansion and connection of roads for the route of Na Baan and Had
Samae around Chao Por Dum House of Worship to support tourists, and also the
improvement of Samae Beach in respect of service locations and activities for tourists
such as bicycling to see the scenery and having the walkway to learn the nature in

order to promote the ecotourism.
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4.6.2.2 Ecotourism management undertaken by local people consist of:

Local people led by Koh Larn Community Committee jointly

issued rules and regulations to tourists and general people not to break and/or collect
the coral. They help collecting and burning the garbage dropped in the community
and tourist attractions, maintaining the cleanness in their residence, community, piers,
and tourist attractions, setting up prices of car and boat. They jointly acknowledge
problems of the community and try to remedy, but since they still lack the knowledge
about tourism management, desire to undertake some matters relating and providing
the benefits to them only, and lack the unity among local people; consequently,

ecotourism management of local people is not efficient enough.

4.6.3 Advantages and Disadvantages of Ecotourism Management

4.6.3.1 Advantages is that creates income and employment for local
people, development of transport and telecommunication system, development of
infrastructure, and education for community

4.6.3.2 Disadvantages is that any changes of career in community,
immigration labor, more spread out to drug, environment impact as coral reefs and
beachs deterioration, garbage and waste water problems, and higher cost of living in
the community.

As mentioned above, Koh Larn Community understands and knows
advantages and disadvantages of tourism. Nevertheless, the community notices
advantages clearer than disadvantages. But, the community does not ignore to
conserve natural and environmental resources so that they are lasting in the longest
time. Since the community itself appreciates value and importance of environment
and natural resources that can attract more tourists to visit there, so the community has
tried to conserve them and find out the directions of managing the tourism that can get

along with the conservation of natural resources.
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4.6.4 Environmental Problems Caused by Tourism at Koh Larn and

Recommendations

4.6.4.1 Garbage — caused by the tourism, lack of conscious disorder of
people in the community and tourists, and inefficiency of incinerators. Incinerators
cannot burn the garbage all day because they are located close to the school, release
bad smell and smoke throughout the area. So, incinerators will be working on the
weekends only; as a result, the great amount of garbage is left in a heap. At present, it
is found that incinerators need the repairs and cannot operate as usual. Solutions —
Koh Larn Sub-District instructed store entrepreneurs at Ta Waen Beach and Thien
Beach to collect, separate the garbage, and drop it in front of the stores every evening.
The Sub-District, then, hires private boats to move all garbage to Pattaya. The
expenses of moving will be charged to store entrepreneurs. For the community
garbage, it will be moved to Pattaya by garbage trucks without any charges.

4.6.4.2 Water Pollution — caused by the increasing number of shops and
restaurants at Koh Larn, it causes the pollutions to the environment because most
waste water released from service locations, particularly shops, toilets, and
accommodations around the island is not treated, both temporarily and permanently,
so polluted water is released through the beaches, especially at Ta Waen Beach where
shops are located more than other beaches. Although the wastewater treatment system
is equipped, it has a low efficiency: only 5-10% of polluted water is treated.
Consequently, the seawater at Ta Waen Beach is turbid and starts to give a bad odor.
As for Thien Beach, Samae Beach, and Nual Beach, no waste water treatment systems
are equipped, but the sack tank system for trapping the grease is used to solve this
problem in the short term, but it is not so efficient since some stores use the seawater
in the system, so the treatment is not efficient enough. As a result, the seawater had a
bad smell and the cleanness and pureness of beaches reduce. Solutions — Koh Larn
Sub-District undertakes the construction of wastewater treatment system at Ta Waen
Beach, Thien Beach, and Samae Beach.

4.6.4.3 Intrusion, Occupation, and Possession of Land — Land is
intruded, occupied, and possessed to be various service locations for tourists such as

shops, restaurants, and bungalows/accommodations, especially the areas close to all
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beaches, which are the forest areas pursuant to the Forestry Act, B.E. 2448 (and
Supplementary).  Almost service locations lack the construction disciplines: most
were constructed through the beaches. Moreover, tourist activities by boat and
underwater tourism are not in good order. Solutions — Koh Larn Sub-District
surveyed the number of shops, restaurants, and bungalows/accommodations at
every beach to consider that which should be maintained or removed to arrange the
new scenery that is relevant and proper to the environment.

4.6.4.4 Fresh Water problem — Koh Larn lacks the fresh water sources,
so the people living there have to collect the rainwater and buy some fresh water from
Pattaya for using in the family and serving tourists. Frequently, Koh Larn Community
has the water shortage. Solutions — Koh Larn Sub-District asks the assistance from
the Sattahip Royal Thai Navy to load the fresh water and distribute it to people at Koh

Larn during the dry season.

4.6.5 At Present, Which Activities / Projects Concerning Ecotourism are
Local People in The Participated, and What are Forms or Directions to let The

Local People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management, and How?

Koh Larn Sub-District to proceeding activities / projects and forms to let the

local people’s participation in ecotourism management as follows:

1.Encourage the local people to love and reserve natural and
environmental resources by inculcate to their conscious mind.

2.Arrange the trainings / seminars for the general people to provide
them correct knowledge and understandings about the ecotourism development and
arrangement.

3.Create the community and network, and give more opportunities for
presenting the community power and participation

4 Jointly conserve, maintain, keep, and clean beaches, forest areas, and
roads.

5.Promote activities relating to ecotourism more, and give local people

opportunities for participating in managing their local natural resources.
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6.Jointly maintain and keep damaged natural resources until they return
to original conditions such as planting to replace cut trees.
7.Campaign the local people for their conscious mind in maintaining

the cleanness, and conserving natural and environmental resources at tourist attractions.

Forms of people’s participation are that local people were encouraged to
acknowledge problems, were asked for their participation in activities as per

determined activities and work plan.

4.6.6 Problems, Obstacles and Recommendations of Local People’s
Participation in Ecotourism Management.
1.Lack of cooperation and understanding between Koh Larn Sub-
District and local people since local people have the negative attitude towards the Sub-
District that usually finds faults with the general people, is not sincere in work
operation, does not provide opportunities to local people to present their views, issues
too many rules and regulations until the practitioners have a hard time and feel
unhappy. In the meantime, local people do not sacrifice their time to attend, lack
enthusiasm and interest, and do not understand the importance of arranged activities.
Solutions —Koh Larn Sub-District should visit the areas to talk to local people more to
create good understanding, give the local people opportunities to present their views
and local requirements before considering what they desire, including the
participation, issuance of rules and regulations in the community, or having the
opinion about the benefit, etc., and then, determining that how those requirements
oppose the Office’s views. Koh Larn Sub-district should take and apply the local
people’s opinion and requirement as appropriate for work, which will help uniting
better relationship between Koh Larn Sub-district and local people.
2.Local people lack the correct knowledge and understanding about
ecotourism. Koh Larn Sub-District has not had any training to increase their
knowledge and comprehension. Solutions — Arranging the trainings / conferences,
exhibitions, regularly preparing public documents to give the local people the

knowledge about tourist attractions by focusing on the importance of natural and
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environmental resources in tourist attractions so that the local people are able to take
such knowledge to apply in areas correctly.

3.Koh Larn Sub-District has not supported and given the local people
opportunities for all levels of participation seriously. The Office offers such
opportunities to Koh Larn Community Committee and related officials only. As a
result, most general people had not any chance to show their opinion about finding
causes of problems, suggestions for planning, and follow up and evaluation of
activities or projects raised in the community. Solutions — Koh Larn Sub-District must
offer more opportunities to the local people for eco-tourism management, including
more participation in activities. The Office must encourage the local people to have
participation in set up the policies on ecotourism management by themselves for the
long-lasting community.

4.Some business entrepreneurs and people still lack the consciousness
in conserving natural and environmental resources. Selutions — Trainings and activities
regarding environmental matters are arranged by focusing on disadvantages of
deteriorating environment in order to encourage the public to love and reserve, and
jointly maintain the environment; for example, not throwing away the garbage at
tourist attractions and areas around the community, not collecting or destroying the
coral reefs, etc.

5.Local people lack the unity because there are some conflicts between
persons who have got and have not got the benefits; hence, local people do not require
attending activities or projects. Solutions — Koh Larn Community Committee, and
Koh Larn Sub-District should coordinate and create good understanding between
persons who get and lose the benefit by describing the public interest to be more
achieved by the community. However, there should be reimburse budget paid to persons
who lose the benefits to create their good feeling and to reduce the conflicts of interest.

6.Local people are rarely campaigned and encouraged to participate in
ecotourism management.When activities/projects end, the promotion for participation
will stop as well. Thus, the local people feel bored and not enthusiast for participating in
activities or projects. Solutions — Koh Larn Sub-District should set up the budget, or
regularly arrange activities or projects relating to ecotourism management to encourage

the local people to have enthusiasm for participating in activities or projects more.



Fac. of Grad. Studies, Mahidol Univ M.A. (Environment) / 145

CHAPTER 5
DISCUSSION

The study about local people’s participation in ecotourism management :
A case study of Koh Larn, Chonburi province. The purposes of this research were to
study the levels of local people’s participation in ecotourism management. The factors
affecting the participation and problems, obstacles and recommendation of local
people’s participation in ecotourism management. The concepts relevant to
participation in this study, the researcher applied the main concept of Cohen and
Uphoff (1980: 219-222) and combined with concept of Parichart Valaisathien et al.
(2000: 143). To determine the study framework, the results of the study are presented

as follows:

5.1 Discussion of The Research Results

5.1.1 Objective 1. Levels of Local People’s Participation in Ecotourism
Management at Koh Larn, Chonburi Province

The results of the study has shown that the levels of local people’s
participation in ecotourism management was low level (94.4), which did not support
the predicted hypothesis. The reason was that the local people who did not hold any
major positions in the community was lacking in opportunities to express their
opinions or to participate in projects or activities relating to ecotourism management.
Moreover, Koh Larn Sub-district lacked public relations with respect to offering the
knowledge, encouraging the awareness of the environment, distributing information /

news to the public and did not regularly promote activities or projects regarding



Ratanawadee Chulaphant Discussion / 146

ecotourism at Koh Larn. In addition, local people misunderstood that to solve
environmental problems on Koh Larn should only the responsibility of Koh Larn Sub-
district. As a result, they did not realized the advantage of conserving natural resources
and environment in tourist attractions. If considering each activity, it was found that
local people have been participating mostly in problem learning stage followed by the
steps of obtaining benefits, implementation, planning, follow up, and evaluation.
According to the qualitative research, it was found that, participants only the groups of
Koh Larn Community Committee, volunteers, and other persons directly relating to
those activities participated in the steps of planning, follow up and evaluation. This
was because governmental organization did not seriously offer an opportunity for the
local people to express their opinion and participation in every steps. Consequently,

the level of the participation of local people in ecotourism management was low.

5.1.2 Objective 2. Factors Affecting to Local People’s Participation in

Ecotourism Management at Koh Larn, Chonburi Province

For the study of local people’s participation in ecotourism management at Koh
Larn, Chonburi Province, the personal factors and motive factors are determined for

the study. The results of the study are as follows:

Gender

The result of study has revealed that the different gender did not significantly
lead to different participation in ecotourism management. This was opposite to the
predicted hypothesis because the sample group, both male and female, had to earn for
living and thus the opportunity for participation were not different. In addition, they
had similar level of education background together with low level of perception of
ecotourism information. Therefore, the different gender did not contribute to different
the local people’s participation in ecotourism management.
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Age

The result of study has revealed that the different age did not significantly lead
to different participation in ecotourism management. This was opposite to the
predicted hypothesis because most of the sample group were in the age of 31-40, and
had to earn for living and did not have so much time and opportunity to participate in
the activities, so their experience on training activities on ecotourism was in the low
level. Besides, ecotourism was recently topic discussed in Koh Larn area, so the
public learned ecotourism in the similar length of time. Therefore, age did not affect
the level of participation in the activities at Koh Larn. That is to say, age did not

contribute to different the local people’s participation in ecotourism management.

Education Level

The result of study has revealed that the different education did not
significantly lead to different participation in ecotourism management. This was
opposite to the predicted hypothesis because local people were all education level had
to the awareness of ecotourism information in the low level. Besides, Koh Larn Sub-
District were lacked public relations about knowledge on ecotourism. Therefore, the
different education did not contribute to different the local people’s participation in

ecotourism management.

Occupation

The result of study has revealed that the different occupation provide different
participation in ecotourism management at statistical significance 0.001 level. Which
support the hypothesis. Especially, fishery that must depend on natural resources in
earning for living so they have possessiveness feeling to maintain the environment and
natural resources more than persons in other careers. This study is related to the prior
study of Somchai Viripiromgool (2000: 100) indicated that occupation different
particpation in forest management at statistical significance 0.05 level and also the
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study of Ittiphol Thaikamol (2001: 52) found that occupation different potentiality of

local community in ecotourism management at statistical significance 0.01 level.

Monthly Income

The result of study has revealed that the different monthly income did not
significantly lead to different participation in ecotourism management. This was
opposite to the predicted hypothesis because the sample group have similar income
and work relate to the tourism, so they have not enough time or opportunities to
participate in activities at Koh Larn. In addition, there are several forms of activity
participation. Some activities need not to make any payments, but participants labor.
Therefore, the different monthly income did not contribute to different the local

people’s participation in ecotourism management.

Duration of Settlement in Community

The result of study has revealed that the different duration of settlement in
community provide different participation in ecotourism management at statistical
significance 0.05 level. Which support the hypothesis. That local people who have
length of living will have possessiveness feeling and emphasis on the value of natural
resources and environment so they have more participate in activities at Koh Larn.
This study is related to the prior study of Nakom Teerasuwannajuck (1998: 124)
found that local people who had different duration of residence in community made a
significant different to the opinions about their participation in ecotourism at statistical
significant 0.05 level and also the study of Pisan Thanasansomboon (1999: 120)
found that local people who have length of living will have more the participation in
cultural environment conservation than shortly of living at statistical significance 0.01

level.
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Social Status

The result of study has revealed that the different social status provide different
participation in ecotourism management at statistical significance 0.01 level. Which
support the hypothesis. That local people who have local position / membership in
local groups will have more duties and opportunities of participation in ecotourism
management. This study is related to the prior study of Anohthai Piankongchon
(1997: 81) found that social status had related with the need of local people’s
participation in conservation tourism activies at statistical significance 0.05 level and
also the study of Pisan Thanasansomboon (1999: 120) indicated that different social
status provide different participation in cultural environment conservation at statistical

significance 0.01 level.

Awareness of Ecotourism Information

The result of study has revealed that the different awareness of ecotourism
information provide different participation in ecotourism management at statistical
significance 0.01 level. Which support the hypothesis. That population of the sample
group who have high level of awareness of ecotourism information will have more
participation in ecotourism management. This study is related to the prior study of
Pimpan Pansee (1999: 75) found that different awareness of information provide
different participation of people in the management of small reservoir at statistical
significance 0.05 level and also the study of Thanawat Khwanboon (2002: 35) found
that awareness of information related potentiality of local community in ecotourism

management at statistical significance 0.01 level.

Knowledge on Ecotourism

The result of study has revealed that the different knowledge on ecotourism
provide different participation in ecotourism management at statistical significance
0.05 level. Which support the hypothesis. That population of the sample group who

have high level of knowledge on ecotourism will have more participation in



Ratanawadee Chulaphant Discussion / 150

ecotourism management. Moreover, they would know advantages, disadvantages, and
benefits from ecotourism so theirs had participation in ecotourism more than other
group. This study is related to the prior study of Nakom Teerasuwannajuck (1998:
128) found that knowledge on ecotourism related opinions about their participation in
ecotourism at statistical significant 0.01 level and also the study of Salin Deosurin
(2003: 103) found that level of knowledge related to the need of ecotourism
development at statistical significance 0.05 level.

Experience in Training on Ecotourism Activity

The result of study has revealed that the different experience in training on
ecotourism provide different participation in ecotourism management at statistical
significance 0.001 level. Which support the hypothesis. That population of the sample
group who have training experience have knowledge, understanding, and experience
on ecotourism management, and appreciate the value of conservation of natural
resources and environment, so they realize the importance of participation in
ecotourism management. This study is related to the prior study of Yongyudha Supon
(2002: 93) found that different experience in training conservation of environment
provide different participation in the conservation of environment at statistical
significance 0.05 level and also the study of Phamahasuthit Op-Un (1998: 88) found
that experience in training on ecotourism related to potential of local community in the

participation supporting ecotourism at statistical significance 0.05 level.

Perception of Impact Caused by Ecotourism

The result of study has revealed that the different perception of impact caused
by ecotourism provide different participation in ecotourism management at statistical
significance 0.001 level. Which support the hypothesis. That populations of the sample
group who have high level of perception of positive and negative impacts, so they
have possessiveness feeling to appreciate the value of natural resources and
environment in tourist attractions and they have participate in ecotourism management

more than group who have perception of impact caused by ecotourism in low level.
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This study is related to the prior study of Salin Deosurin (2003: 103) found that
perception of impact caused by ecotourism related to affecting the need of local

residents in ecotourism, development at statistical significantly 0.05 level.

Value Place on Natural Resource and Environment

The result of study has revealed that the different value place on natural
resource and environment provide different participation in ecotourism management at
statistical significance 0.05 level. Which support the hypothesis. That natural
resources create careers and income for the local people at Koh Larn, so they have
appreciate the value and conserved of environmental will have more participation in
ecotourism management. This study is related to the prior study of Pisan
Thanasansomboon (1999: 120) found that local people who have different value place
on natural resource and environment made a significant different the participation in
cultural environment conservation at statistical significance 0.01 level and also the
study of Nakom Teerasuwannajuck (1998: 128) indicated that local people who have
different value place on natural resource and environment made a significant different
to the opinions about their participation in ecotourism at statistical significant 0.01

level.

5.1.3 Objective 3. Problems, Obstacles and Recommendation of Local

People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management

From the study, it was found that local people’s participation in ecotourism
management at Koh larn was low. The sample group gave these commemts on the
problems and obstacles of local people’s participation in ecotourism management as

well as the recommendation as listed below:
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Problems and Obstacles
1. Some local people and business entrepreneurs was lacking in
knowledge and understaning about ecotourism including environment impacts that

might occur if the environment and natural resources at Koh Larn were deteriorated.
2. Koh Larn Sub - District hardly supported and given the local people

opportunity to present their opinions in the step of planning, follow up and evaluation
of participation in ecotourism management seriously.

3. Some local people did not have free time or pay attention to the
participation in ecotourism activities or projects. Moreover, the local people was
lacking in the unity and the enthusiasm to attend those activities or projects.

4. The lack of through public relations from government agencies led to
the fact that local people did not receive any information on ecotourism.

5. Most business entrepreneurs always gave the priority to their own
businesses without considering natural and environmental resources; hence, they have
not participated in activities or projects relating to ecotourism management.

6. People did not pay attention to participation due to the lack of
coordination and understanding between Koh Larn Sub-District Officer and local
people.

7. Local people did not realize that everyone should be responsible for
the conservation of natural and environmental resources.

8. There were conflicts among local people who took and did not take

advantage of ecotourism.

Recommendation
1. Coordination between government agency Koh Larn Sub-District and
local people for the planning to develop and maintain natural resources and
environment should be improved so as to raise the potential of tourist attractions. In
addition, the government agency should provide the local people an opportunity to
express what they need. This may be achieved by better communication with local
people. The official may contact family directly for better understanding and

cooperation.
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2. Public relations should be promoted by disseminating some documents
to raise awareness of responsibility for natural resources and environment in tourist
attractions, and to realize the importance and conservation of those tourism resources.
The study indicated that awareness of ecotourism management was the factor affecting
local people’s participatation. They would like to receive more information about the
conservation of natural resources i.e. coral reef and forest. The two most efficient
method to access the community are through government officer and local
broadcasting.

3. Koh Larn Sub-District should organize trainings / meeting regularly to
provide knowledge and to encourage local people and business entrepreneurs to have
enthusiasm for ecotourism management. From the study, it was found that the low
level of participation in ecotourism management was caused by the discontinuous of
activities or projects or the lack of follow up and evaluation. Therefore, local people
was not aware of the benefits from ecotourism, they were bored and were not eager to
participate in the activities.

4. Government agencies should give local people who are not the
member of Koh larn community committee have opportunities to participate in every
steps of ecotourism management, especially in the step of planning, follow up and
evaluation. The study has found that any work related to projects and activities at Koh
Larn were camed out by only Koh Larn Sub-District and community committee. This
is the reason why ecotourism in Koh Larn lacks paricipation of local people which is
the major mechanism to strengthen the management of the sustainable tourism.

5. Local people and tourists should be provided with knowledge about
tourism resources by focusing on the importance of natural and environmental
resources in tourist attractions so that they may apply what they have learned in
ecotourism management. This can be camed out by organizing training or exhibition
or disseminating leaflets, brochures, etc. Both Thai and foreign tourists should easily
access to rules and regulations so that they are aware of the prohibition and realize
their roles in environmental protection.

6. It is best to raise awareness of local people, business owner and
juvenile to realize the importance of natural resource conservation and environmental

protection in tourism site.
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7. It is necessary to follow up and evaluation the outcome of activities or
projects implementation so as to find the solution to prevent the deterioration of

natural resources and environment in tourist attractions.

5.2 The Result

The results of the study has shown that local people’s participation in
ecotourism management was low level. And from the study found that the factors
affected to local people’s participation in ecotourism management are: occupation,
duration of residence in community, social status, awareness of ecotourism
information, knowledge on ecotourism, experience in training on ecotourism activity,
perception of impact caused by ecotourism, and value place on natural resource and

environment that should be considering as the followings:

Awareness of Ecotourism Information the result of study indicated that
most populations of the sample group who did not receive about ecotourism of 83.9%
and they have awareness of ecotourism information was low level of 83.3%. However,
96.1% of local people would like to requirement of ecotourism information more and
the most topics was the following; conservation of natural resource i.e. coral reefs,
forest , garbage and waste water management, background information on ecotourism,
the role of local people in promotion ecotourism, and the sustainable tourism
management. By, local people requirement to publics information through the most
media are 3 range consist of: television, newspaper, and government officers. Thus,
government agencies should be public ecotourism information released to the local

people.

Knowledge on Ecotourism According to the result of the study, the majority
populations of the sample group have knowledge on ecotourism was the moderate
level (43.3%), considering the information knowledge on ecotourism found that the
most local people have some incorrect knowledge and misunderstanding in several

items as follows:
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1) Tourists need not to comply with rules and regulations of tourist
attractions otherwise, they may feel that the journey is unpleasant. Population group
got incorrect answer 47.8%. A great number of tourists who visit a tourist attraction at
the same time do not have any effects on natural resources. Population group got
incorrect answer 52.6%. To promote the increase in the number of tourists is one of
the guidelines for ecotourism. Population group got incorrect answer 67.8%.
Constructing public facilities on beaches such as toilets, restaurants, etc, is to provide
some convenience to tourists and does not cause any environmental problems.
Population group got incorrect answer 62.8%. Jet-ski, banana boat and umbrella
paraselling is considered as one type of ecotourism activities. Population group got
incorrect answer 40.0%. Because Local people may understand that tourism
development means a great number of tourists who have been visiting that area that
can generate revenues and upgrade the community ways of life. It is possible that the
general public does not know that resources in tourist attractions such as beaches is
one of non-renewable natural resources and difficult to be returned, so the general
public intends to utilize them more than to maintain them.

2) Ecotourism is a tourism that the tourists should solely be responsible
for the environment in tourist attractions because they mostly utilize resources in
tourist attractions. Population group got incorrect answer 56.7%. Some revenues
generated from ecotourism should be returned to maintain or restore natural resources
and environment in tourist attractions. Population group got incorrect answer 41.1%. It
is the duty of government official to raise public consciousness of natural resources
and environmental conservation. Population group got incorrect answer 60.0%. This is
because the lack of thorough public relations about knowledge ecotourism from
government agencies led to local people did not understood the maintenance and
solutions of environmental problems in tourist attractions need the cooperation of local
people. Therefore, government agency should be promoted by disseminating some
documents in form of arrange training/seminar or brochures to provided knowledge

local people.
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Perception of Impact Caused by Ecotourism from the result of the study
shown that the majority populations of the sample group have the perception of impact
caused by ecotourism was the moderate level (38.3%), considering the information the
perception of impact caused by ecotourism found that the most local people have
agree some incorrect perception of impact in several items as follows:

1) Development of ecotourism has caused the scramble of profit in the
community. Population group gave disagree answer 42.8%. This is because the most
people living on Koh Larn have the relative relationship; they can have negotiations
for any conflict, which do not cause severe problems to the community.

2) Development of ecotourism does not change any infrastructure and
public facilities at Koh Larn. Population group gave agree answer 40.6%. This is
because the roads and piers were develop over 10 years at Koh Larn before
government agencies have development of roads to connect with tourist attractions so
some local people did not notice the changes of infrastructure and public facilities
built up from the development of ecotourism on Koh Larn.

3) Ecotourism development changes original custom, tradition and
culture of the community. Population group gave disagree answer 47.6%. This is
because the most population were immigrants so they did not any interest in custom,
tradition, and culture on Koh Larn. Additionally, Koh Larn community was absorbed
cultures of foreign tourists over 10 years, so the original tradition and culture have
been melt away. Therefore, government agencies should be provided more knowledge,
understanding to local people about natural resources impact and community ways of
life caused by ecotourism development by through media such as public relations to

release information and arrange training/seminar to provided knowledge local people.

Value Place on Natural Resource and Environment The result of the study
shown that the majority populations of the sample group had value place on natural
resource and environment was high level (52.2%), considering the information value
place on natural resource and environment indicated that the most local people have
agree some incorrect value place on natural resource and environment in several items

as follows:
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1) The untidiness of shops and truckle beds on beaches do not cause
visual pollution of Koh Larn because they are kinds of services provided for tourists’
convenience. Population group gave agree answer 42.8%. Tourist attractions at Koh
Larn have the value as being the recreational locations only. Population group gave
agree answer 35.6%. Using beach areas for anchorage does not reduce the visual
aesthetic of beaches. Population group gave agree answer 48.9%. This is because local
people did not understanding about the proper and appropriate management of beach
environment compatible with the original environment.

2) A lot of waste discharging into the sea does not cause seawater pollution
along the beaches because seawater can dilute the waste. Population group gave agree
answer 31.7%. This is because the lack of public relations from government agencies
led to the fact that local people did not appreciate the value of natural resources and
environment. Therefore, government agencies should be organize activities or
projects, disseminating leaflets, brochures the local people to provided with

knowledge ecotourism management.
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CHAPTER 6
CONCLUSION

The study of local people’s participation in ecotourism management: A case
study of Koh Larn, Chonburi Province. The objectives of the research were to study
the levels of participation, the factors affecting the local people’s participation and the
problems, obstacles, and recommendation in participation so that they are the proper
guidelines promote and solutions local people’s participation in ecotourism
management on Koh larn, Chonburi Province.

This study is survey research with questionnaire and In-depth interview were
used to analyze the local people participation in ecotourism management. The
population in this research were separeated into two groups as described follow:

1. Quantitative Research, the population who has settled in Koh Larn, Naklua
Sub-District, Banglamung District, Chonburi Province involved 180 households.

2. Qualitative Research were as below:

- Chief of Koh Larn Sub-District 1 person

- Pattaya municipality officer 1 person

- Leader and community committee of Koh Larn 3 persons
- Abbot of Wat Mai Samran 1 person

- Teacher from Pattaya 10 school (Ban Koh Larn) 1 person

- Business entrepreneurs related to tourism 5 persons

An analysis the data using Statistical Package for Social Science for Windows
and statistic used as follows:

1. The Percentages, Mean (X), and Standard Deviation (S.D.)

2. The analysis of the correlation of personal factors and motive factors with
local people participation in ecotourism management by using One-Way Analysis of
Variance (One-Way ANOVA) and t-test.

3. Descriptive approach analysis used for In-depth interview data.
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6.1 Conclusion

6.1.1 Personal Factors

According to the study of local people participation in ecotourism
management, it was found that the majority of the population were female (52.2%),
aged between 31-40 years old (43.9%), education in primary school (39.4%), be
commerce, restaurant and souvenir shop (38.3%), average income between 10,001-

25,000 Baht (46.1%), duration of settlement in community between 21-35 years

(40.6%), and local people who doesn’t hold any social position (91.1%).

6.1.2 Motive Factors

The result of study found that the majority of the population have awareness of
ecotourism information was low level (83.3%), knowledge on ecotourism was
moderate level (43.3%), experience in training on ecotourism was low level (58.3%),
perception of impact caused by ecotourism was moderate level (38.3%), and value

place on natural resource and environment was high level (52.2%).

6.1.3 Level of Local People Participation’s in Ecotourism Management

The result of study indicated that the majority of local people participated in

ecotourism mangement was low level (94.4%).
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6.1.4 An Analysis of Correlation on Person and Motive Factors with Local
People’s Participation in Ecotourism Management by using One-Way Analysis of

Variance (One-Way ANOVA) and t-test

According to the analysis, it was found that occupation, experience in training
on ecotourism, and the perception of impact caused by ecotourism made a significant
difference to the local people’s participation in ecotourism management at the
statistical significance 0.001 level. Social status, and the awareness of ecotourism
information made a significant difference to the local people’s participation in
ecotourism management at the statistical significance 0.01 level. Duration of
settlement in community, knowledge on ecotourism, and value place on natural
resource and environment made a significant difference to the local people’s
participation in ecotourism management at the statistical significance 0.05 level. As
regards, gender, age, education level, and monthly income are not affected the local

people’s participation in ecotourism management at the level of significance.

6.1.5 Problems, Obstacles and Recommendations from The Research

Analysis of data from questionnaire and the result of In-depth interview can be
concluded and classified into problems, obstacles, and recommendations of local

people’s participation in ecotourism management as follows:

Problems and Obstacles

1.Local people and business entrepreneurs hardly received information
on ecotourism and natural resource conservation and environmental protection so they
were lacking in thorough knowledge and understanding. In addition, local people did
not realize that it was the duty and responsibility everyone in the community to
conserve natural and environmental resources, thereby showing less attention to
participation.

2.Koh Larn Sub-District may lack public relations so local people did

not receive ecotourism management information.
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3. Most business entrepreneurs paid attention to their businesses, and
lacked consciousness of natural resources conservation and environmental protection.

4. Local people had not enough time since they must earn for living.
They also lacked enthusiasm to participate in activities or projects of ecotourism
management.

5. Local people who were not the member of community committee
and volunteers lacked opportunities to present their opinions from the step of
planning, follow up and evaluation of participation because Koh Larn Sub-District
has not encouraged participation at every steps.

6. A lack of coordination between local people and Koh Larn Sub-
District resulted in the inconsistency of work.

7. There are conflicts among persons who got and did not got the

benefits in community.

Recommendation

1. Koh Larn Sub-District should conduct more public relation activities
such as dissemination of information to local people and business entrepreneurs to
encourage their consciousness so that they realize the importance of natural and
environmental resources in tourist attractions, and cooperate in maintaining such
resources. This can be achieved by organizing public boards and preparing brochures
to provide the information about tourism resources as well as rules / regulations to
local people and Thai and foreign tourists.

2. Trainings and environment related activities environmental should be
organized and focused on the importance of ecotourism management and adverse
impacts that may happen to community if natural resources are not conserved in order to
make local people and business entrepreneurs love, care and has possessiveness feeling to
maintain the environment.

3. Government agencies should give local people who are not the
member of Koh larn community committee the opportunities to participate in every
steps of ecotourism management, especially in the step of planning, follow up and

evaluation in order to solve and prevent the problems about natural resource and
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environmental are deterioration. In addition, all parties, government and private seetor
and local people should be encouraged to participate in ecotourism management. Moreover,
government agencies should organize a meeting / local arena / public hearing and invite
local people to exchange their opinions and comments on the problems and provides the
solutions.

4. Koh Larn Sub-District and community committee should comprise the
stakeholders the community unity and reduction of conflict of interests.

5.Budgets for organizing activities or projects relating to ecotourism
management should be increased continuously to encourage local people’s enthusiasm to
participate in activities or projects thus, the tourism development will have less impact on
the environment.

6. Local people, business entrepreneurs, and tourist guides should be
trained so that they enable to persuade and advise tourists to care for the environment.
In addition, they should inculcate the youth to appreciate the importance of conserving
natural resources and environment in tourist attractions.

7. Cooperation with respect to development planning and care for
natural resources and environment in tourism resource between Koh Larn Sub-District
and local people should be improved to raise the potential of tourism resource. This may

include follow up and evaluation of performance according to the plan.

6.2 Obstacle

From this study, the researcher faced the difficulty in collecting data because
most of the population have settled in Koh Larn for less than 1 year. Furthermore, they
were also lacking in interest and knowledge and understanding about ecotourism so,
they did not cooperate in the survey. In addition, there were a lot of rented house
business in Koh Larn. These reduces the number of households to be selected as
samples. Consequently, the researcher can not collect data in accordance with the

number of samples specified in chapter 3.
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6.3 Recommendations for The Further Research

1. Study on roles and direction of government agencies to encourage participation
of local people in ecotourism management.

2. Study on how to manage ecotourism by the community so as to promote the
sustainable tourism.

3. Study on ecotourism management by local people in the community may be
conducted in other areas, but focusing on the opportunity of local people to take

participation in the activities of ecotourism management.
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