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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to understand tourists inspiration for attending
the “Full Moon Party” at Surathanee Province on Paghan Island their behavior at the
party, and the party’s social impact. The information has been collected from
interviews of 30 people. From the research, problems were raised by police officers,
government officials, community leaders, businessmen, and Thai and foreign tourists.
Several reasons have made Paghan Island a favorite choice of tourists: the natural and
geographic environment of the island, its many restaurants and hotels, its role as a
place where international tourists can be harmonized with the local tradition, its
friendly hospitality, its safety, and its natural and romantic location. The “Full Moon
Party” is an especially magnificent selection for tourists. Their behavior is normal for
human beings. Sex and drugs are only a problem for some people. Most people
believe the island is not the place where people should have the freedom to have
public nudity and drugs. As regards disadvantages and advantages, the advantages are
the increased jobs and money for the people in the area. The disadvantage is
constituted by people acting against the law.

Recommendations

The government should be more concerned and support the tourism. They can
assign local administrators to have specific authority and responsibility to eliminate
the problems. They can increase the safety level regarding life and property by
providing standard security for the tourists, by increasing supervision of the party, and
by improving the information system.
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