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The purpose of this research is to study the levels of behavior, as well as
factors and obstacles, which promote conservation tourism in Ko Kret, Pak Kret
distict, Nonthaburi province. The study looked at both quantitative and qualitative
data. The samples for qualitative research were tourists who have traveled in Moo
1,6 and 7 areas for 15 years or more. This involved 400 cases. In addition, the
samples for quantitative research were taken from sub-district officers,
community leaders, tourism business operators, and the local people (13 People).
The results found that the samples had behavior to promote conservation tourism
at a high level. Behaviors, which were shown to promote conservation tourism
were: access to conservation tourism information, at 0.001; and aims of trip and
knowledge on conservation tourism, at 0.05. Age and income were positively
related to behaviors, which promote conservation tourism.

Problems and obstacles related to conservation tourism are that tourists
have limited opportunities to select tourism services and participate in activities
or environmental conservation projects; some tourists lack awareness in
maintaining environmental conservation; and insufficient budget and personnel
for maintenance of the environment around tourist areas. Besides these, the
officers and people in the community also lack knowledge and understanding
about the management of conservation tourism. Therefore, they lack useful
information for the tourists.

The suggestions from this research are: the community should encourage
business enterprise operators, local people in the communities and tourists to
cooperate in taking care of the environment; manage the tourist areas so they are
free of pollution; promote using natural materials; arrange environmental
conservation activities or programs involving the tourists and community people,
directly; and arrange training for officers and local guides, so that they understand
and have the ability to give useful information to tourists. There should also be an
information center for conservation tourism. This center could make simple and
understandable media available. In addition, there should be a variety of
conservation tourism activities, so that the tourists can have more opportunities to
make selections.
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