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The objective of this research was to study the readiness of local people for
sustainable tourism development of Tha Kha floating market in Aumphawa
District, Samut Songkharm Province. For this study, sustainable tourism principles
adapted from the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) were used as a guideline to
explore the readiness of local people. The researcher utilized a qualitative approach
to the study. Data were collected by means of RRA methodologies. The studied
group consisted of local people involved and not involved with tourism and
outsiders. Data analyses were done by Content Analysis and a combination of
Analytic Induction and Deduction.

The result of the study revealed that local people in Tha Kha are passively
ready for sustainable tourism development. The area’s readiness, in many respects,
is self-contained. Passive readiness in this study refers to local people experiencing
tourism development without directly responding or initiating action in return. The
main explanation for the passive readiness in this area is that the style of tourism
evident in Tha Kha involves experiencing and participating in- everyday community
activities. Local people do not need to act or change" themselves to welcome
tourists. Therefore, in order for people to benefit from sustainable tourism
development in the long term, they should maintain their current lifestyles.

Recommendations: 1) Encouraging and supporting the next generation to
develop sustainable tourism; 2) Offering a general set of tourist activities; 3)
Outsiders should contribute to the natural and cultural conservation by helping to
promote sustainable tourism.
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