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The objectives of this research was to study the level of potentiality of the local
people in ecotourism management, the relationship between the knowledge, the attitude
and the participation to the potentiality of local people in ecotourism management. Two
methodologies were used in this study. Firstly, the quantitative study using the
structured questionnaires interviewed 70 household living in Bann Rong Kla. The
statistical Package for the Social Science (SPSS) was utilized for data analysis and the
information statistic used were percentage, frequencies, arithmetic mean, standard
deviation, Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation Coefficient and Stepwise Multiple
Regression. Secondly, the qualitative study was carried out by in-depth interviews of 7
key-informants and the information was analyzed by descriptive presentation.

The study result revealed that the activity of local people in ecotourism
management was at moderate level. It was found that three main factors, the level of
knowledge, the attitude, and the level of participation affected the potential of local
people to become involve in ecotourism management in the following ways; the
knowledge and the attitude toward ecotourism were at the moderate level (52.86 % and
47.17 % respectively), while the participation was at the low level (37.14 %). The result
of Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation Coefficient showed that the factor affecting
the potentiality of local people in ecotourism management, with a statistical significance
at 0.01, were knowledge, attitude and participation. While the result of Stepwise
Multiple Regression showed that the factors affecting the potentiality of local people in
ecotourism management, with a statistical significance at 0.01, were knowledge and
participation.

On the basis of the above results, it is therefore recommended that the people in
Bann Rongkla be supported to participate in all activities relevant to ecotourism,
especially by developing their management skills. Moreover this must be done clear
official policy statements being given to the local people.
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