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The objectives of this survey research were to investigate tourism activities and
conditions on Koh Chang Island, to study the capacity to accommodate tourism
development of the island, and to analyze the local readiness and suitable tourism
development directions which were in line with local participation.

The study findings revealed that 85.90% of the sample group wanted and were
ready to participate in tourism development of Koh Chang Island while only 14.10% did
not. The physical capacity of the island for accommodating tourism is significant since
there is over 3,360 rai of area suitable for development with plenty of underground and
ground surface water. However, the restriction of travel within and to and from the island
posed a problem, which would slow down the development. The problem was actually
positive during the outset of development and presevation of the island and other
neighboring islets. The communities themselves also harbored positive attitude toward
and readiness in tourism development of the island.

It is recommended that there should be an investigation on future problems related
to tourism development of the island. A comparative study on the capacity to
accommodate tourism in different tourism sites should be conducted to prove factors
affecting changes and to obtain further data for developments at the national level. An
investigation on the capacity to accommodate of each factor should be carricd out as a
case study on the impact of tourism on the eco-system, forest and wildlife. Finally, there
should be an assessment of the standard of public infrastructure development so that
common guidelines could be obtained.
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