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Abstract

The objectives of this study include l) to study the participation of
the community in managing tourist attractions 2) To find management
models that stress on participation of the community. This study involves
participation from the community. This study employs Participatory
Action Research (PAR). The area of study oovers tourist attractions at
Ban Far Luam, Village No. 6, Nongrua, Khonkaen. The community has
formed a group of representatives called "A Group of Conservation of
Water Rafting Ban Far Luam". This group worked together with
researchers and local developers. Together, they studied the problems,
planned, worked together, and followed up on results. ln addition, they
worked together to conserve the environment of the community.

This study, participation of the community in managing tourist
attractions, has found that a Group of Conservation of Water Rafting Ban
Far Luam is knowledgeable and possess skills necessary for managing
tourist attractions. The Group has a management structure and taskforce.
They have established their own rules and regulations. They have clear
visions and strategies for achieving their goals. The Group is strong.
Environmental responsibility is in the Group members' consciousness.

In term of management models that stresses on the communal
participation, this study has found that Provincial Administration
Organization (PAO) has agreed to permit the Group of Conservation of
Water Rafting Ban Far Luam to manage the tourist attractions and the
environment in accordance with the Group's objectives. The Khon Kaen
PAO only assumes the role of monitoring and supporting the Group. This
participatory action research has led to cooperation betneen PAO and
local community in managing the communal tourist attractions. This is a
new phenomenon for PAO. The cooperation leads to cost-savings and
cost-effectiveness. The participation from the community has certainly
increased the awareness of people in the community in term of
conservation of the natural resources and the environment. There is a
pride in local wisdom that would entail future sustainability.


