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Abctrect

The purposes of this study were to examine the rolcs of the local adminisEative

organization in promoting tourism, to investigate the important characteristics of
Mahasarakham taditions by lookiry at both weaknesses and strenglhs, and to find

means to promote cdtural tourism and the crucial traditions of Matrasaraktram

province. This study was qualitative research consisting of 60 key informants from

Matusarakham Provincial Adminisnative organization, Mahasakham Municipality,

Na Doone Subdistict Municipality, Baan Pang Subdistict Adminisrative

Organization, Baan Kud-rung SuMistrict Administrative Organization and

representatives from the Bann Kud-rung and Baan Pang career groups, oflicials from

the Khon Kaen Tourism Authority of rhailand-Region 3 and tourists. Data were

collected using interview fonns, intenriew guides, indepth interviews and non-

participant observation. Qualitative rcsearch methods were used to analyze the data.

The results were presented using the nanative analytical approach.

The results of the research were as follows:

I . The first role of local adminishative organizations in promoting tourism

was the promotion of advertising, using various media, such as local press, national

television, radio and newspapen, and the Intemet. other roles were promoting careers

in tourism, encouraging individuals and the comrnunity to selr goods desirable to

tourists and setting annual and three-year tourism plans. The principle attraction for
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tourists is a variety of local festivals. One example is the "Boon Berk Fho''festival,

which includes bringing cow manur€ to the ricc fields to fertilize them. Another major

festivat, "Nahmatsalcan PraTlnrt Na Doon" demonstrates respect to a locat tcmple.

Also important to cultural tourism were silk weaving in Baan Kud-rung's palm flower

chain style, and Baan Pang's mat weaving. The primary detriment to cultural tourism

war poor advertising fot lhe"Boon Berk Fha" and"Nahmatsakan Pra Thart Na Doon,

festivals causing few tourists to attend. Low participation at educational institutions

and a small variety of goods appealing to tourists were also detrimental to cultural

tourism. The strengths of both major festivals were that they help oonserve, transmit

and promote E-sam culture and also permit differcnt organizations to work together,

building harmony amongthem. The weakness of silk weaving in Baan Kud-rung's

palm flower chain style was that it is not produced in suffrcient quantity to meet

demand. However, it was a local handicra& beautiful and of good guality. The mat

weaving of Baan Pang was limited by a shortage of materials, but is of good quality,

brings in many consumers, and has large market.
\

2. The best means of promoting tourism in Makasarakham province were the

development and advertisement of destinations, promoting of altemate modes of
travel, enabling career development for both men and women to create a quality

products, creating a netw'ork of govemment and private organizations to increase the

budget for promoting cultural tourism.

Suggestions

Every type of local administrative organization should promote tourism more

seriously and should conduct further research on the roles of local administrative

organizations in promoting cultural, agricultural and conservation ("ecd') tourism in

other areas. Future research should be Participatory Action Research (PAR) involving

the community and should also be survey research on areas, which have potential as

destinations, in order to develop them further.
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