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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis : Ecotourism Management Study of Marine National Parks:

Cases of Mu Koh Surin and Mu Koh Angtong National Parks

Autbor : Miss Preechaya Nugfont
Degree : Master of Public Administration
Year: 2004

This study has 3 main objectives. First, to study the characteristics of ecotourism at Mu
Koh Surin and Mu Koh Angtong National Parks. Second, to study the style of ecotourism
management in these two national parks. Third, to study the achievement of the ecotourism
management ¢f these two national parks.

This research 1s based on qualitative research, supplemented by quantitative research.
Data collection was conducted through in-depth interviews, questionnaires, and documents. The
key informants of in-depth interviews were marine rangers, entrepreneurs and neighboring local
communities of the two national parks. Questionnaires were distributed to the tourists.

It 1s found that the park authority of Mu Koh Surin National Park plays the major
controlling role on ecotourism. On the other hand, private entreprencurs play the important role in
managing the ecotounism at Mu Koh Angtong National Park, whereas the park authority itself has
a minor role of providing convenience and looking after the area.

The iwo national parks have clear methods of area management, activity and learning
management. Therefore, the national resources and ecosystemn are well protected. Most tourists
interviewed were satisfied with various aspects of ecotourism. They agreed with the idea that the
activities assist in the comprehension and conservation of natural resources. However, the two
national parks pay little attention to participative management. Local mmmunitie:s have little
opportunity to participate in ecotourism, and they do not receive clear benefits from the tourism of

the national parks.
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This study proposes several recommendations of managing ecotourism, First, the national
parks should enhance the understanding of effective ecotourism of tourists and entreprereurs. The
right quantity of tourists for the area capacity should be pre-determined. The changes to natural
resources should also be continuously observed. The promotion of learning and participation for
local communities should be given more attention. In regard to policy, multilateral cooperation
should be established at all levels in both private and local sectors in order 10 seek a common and
effective managenal strategy. Also the idea of providing contracts to the private sector to

encourage their partictpation should be considered.



