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This correlational study aims at examining the antecedents of ecotourist behavior in
university students. There are two major objectives. First to find the important situational
and psychological correlates of two aspects of ecotourist behavior, i.e. gnvironmental
conservation behavior and rule abiding behavior of students while taking tours. Secondly, to
identify the types of students who show undesirable touring behaviors.

The sample consists of 400 sophomore and junior students from environmentally
related and non-related majors in 2 universities in Bangkok and the vicinity. The students
responded to sets of questionnaires assessing 13 variables, mostly employing summated
rating method, each with high item discrimination powers and high test reliability. There
were 6 research hypotheses which were tested by analyzing the data, using 3 way ANOVA
and the Multiple Regression Analysis on the total sample as well as the subsamples
classified by some bio-social and background variables.

There are 4 major research findings.

First, students who were in one or more of these 5 favorable situations, 1.e.
received high love and reasoning child-rearing practices, having high parental modeling,
received more information about ecotourism, or highly perceived rule-abiding norm in the
touring areas, were the higher scorers on both types of behaviors under studied than their
opposites. There results were evident in the total sample, and especially m two types of
students namely, students with less touring activities and students with lower educational
achievement.

Secondly, students who were higher on one or more of the following psychological

characteristics, i.e., more knowledge about ecotourism, having highly favorable attitude
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towards ecotouristic behavior, having higher moral reasoning ability, or showing more
future orientation and self-control, were the higher scorers on both types of behaviors than
their opposites. There results were evident in the total sample, and especially in male and
provincial students.

Thirdly, 6 situational predictors, together with 5 psychological predictors could
account for 43.49% and 37.6% of the variance in each of the two types of ecotouristic
behavior respectively in the total sample, and could account for as high as 47.4% of the
variance of environmental conservation behavior in the students from higher sociceconomic
status, and 49.5% for the rule-abiding behavior in male students. The first and most
important predictor found in all these 4 cases was favorable attitude towards ecotouristic
behavior.

Finally, the low scorers on both types of ecotouristic behavior were 4 groups of

students, namely, male, Bangkokian, students with less touring activities, and lower

academic achievers.

Recommendations:

The students who showed less desirable ecotouristic behaviors, mentioned above,
should receive attention on the followings.

First, their parents should be a better model and interact with them with more love
and reasoning. In addition, these students should receive more information on ecotourism.

Secondly, their 5 psychological characteristics should be promoted, i.e., favorable
attitudes toward ecotouristic behaviors, future orientation and self control moral reasoning

ability, knowledge on ecotourism and mental heaith.



