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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis Environmental Impact of Tourism Land Use Change in

Suan Phung District, Ratchaburi Province

Author Sabaitong Kanna
Degree Master of Science (Environmental Management)
Year 2013

The research aimed to investigate: 1) causes of tourism land use change in Suan Phung
District, Ratchaburi Province; 2) land-use change’s impact on the environment; 3) measure to
control the impact on the environment and appropriate tourism land use in the area. The research
is a qualitative research. Data were corrected by semi-structured interviews with local
stakeholders and investigation of relevant documents.

It was found that the tourism land use change in this area was due to the increase of the
resorts as 1) climate which is similar to that of the North of Thailand, and its abundant nature; 2)
its close-to-Bangkok location; and 3) opening of a formal land lease by The Regional Treasury
Office. In addition, governmental policies showed that the state is promoting tourism but lacked
policies for the promotion of environmental management, concrete form of tourism, measures for
control of land use, and a governmental unit directly responsible for land use for tourism. The
environmental effects were as follows: 1) in terms of physical resources, there was a reduction in
water from surface water resources. The construction of dams also caused drainage problems;
2) in terms of biological resources, it was found that the land biological diversity decreased, and
so did forests, plants, and wildlife; 3) in terms of the value of land use, there was also a change in
the use of land that caused an increase in water supply shortage and an increase in electricity
needs while the ability to produce electricity remained the same. Moreover, there was an increase
in garbage as well as traffic congestion during holidays; and 4) in terms of quality of life, the

tourism land use change affected public health services of an accident increases. However, there



(6)

was a positive economic and social effect since the people in the area had more jobs and a higher
income, as there were more tourists visiting the area.

The measures to control the impact on the environment and the tourism land use
appropriate for Suan Phung District, Ratchaburi Province are as follows. 1) The government find
a solution to the problems of land possessory rights, that explicit laws and regulations concerning
land use be passed, that the people be allowed to participate in legislating related to laws and
regulations. 2) The resort entrepreneurs develop their resorts appropriate for the area, keeping in
mind the importance of quality, standards, and environmental friendliness. 3) the local people be
concerned about environmental problems in the area, build networks of people that care for the
environment and develop agriculture for sustainability. And 4) tourists patronize only businesses

that are environmentally friendly and strictly obey the rules and regulations of the tourist sites.
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