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ABSTRACT

This study has three objectives, first to analyze the structure of tourism management by

Sirikit Dam in Uttaradit Province, second to understand the involved visitors' behavior, and last

to vduate the visitors' willingness to pay for cruising in the Dam's reservoir. Ihta and

information werc collected from 400 samples of visitors to Sirikit Dam during OctoberDecember

2006. The valuation of willingness to pay was based on the hlryothetical conditions following the

Utility Difference Model which requires closed-end question and one bidding. The analysis was

performed on the basis of Logit model regession.

On the tourism management structure, it was found that the Sirikit Dam Office has

designated the authority clearly to each division and hence each can provide satisfactory services

to visitors. There were a wide range of activities for visitors including cruising, golf course,

sunset look-out which attract visitors to the dam site. Brochures and websites were also the

additional mearr for toruism promotion. Meanwhile, the Sirikit Dam Office has received budget

from the Electicity Generation Authority of Thailand for implementing various activities in a

smoother manner.
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The study on the willingness to pay revealed that each visitor was willing to pay 93.03

baht for cruising service. Meanwhile, at pr€sent, each visitor is paying only 50 baht for fee. The

analysis on the factors influencing the probability of willingness to pay found that ttre existing

cruising fee was negatively related to the willingness to pay. The factor of gender also had

negative relationship as female visitor was willing to pay 99.34 baht while the male visitor was

willing to pay only 85.03 baht. Meanwhile, the older the visitor the higher hiVtrer willingness to

pay. The higher educated also the higher willingness to pay because those visitors with education

higher than bachelor's degree were willingness to pay 95.28 baht and those with education below

bachelor's degree were willing to pay only 82.52 baht.

The total willingness to pay for cruising in Sirikit Dam's reservoir when calculated into

one year period become 1.3 million. This implies the Sirikit Dam Office is in the position able to

raise the cruising service fee up to the willingness to pay level to get additional income to finance

the improvement of facilities and services in the long-run.


