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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were' to investigate the ecotourism management of the
Thai-style homestay at Plai Pongpang sub-district, Ampawa district, Samut Songkhram province;
and to determine the impacts of the ecotourism on the environment of the sub-district. The
qualitative _research was conducted at Plai Pongpéng sub-district where Thai-style houses are
managed to become a site of homestay ecotourism.

The results indicated the 3 reasons that encouraged the ecotourism management of
the sub-district where residents used to live a simple lifestyle in the unique Thai-style houses aged
about 100 years, surrounded with orchards and nipa palms along both sides of the canal and
waterways to become a Thai-style homestay site. The first reason is the government’s policy to
revive deteriorated tourist attractions. Second, the superior greographic site of the Plai Pongpang
sub-district. Third, support from the Tourism Authority of Thailand, and the public
administrators, as well as the cooperation between the residents .and local community leaders.

Regarding to the impacts of the ecoutourism on the environment of Plai Pongpang
sub-district, the results indicated 2 factors. First, the positive impacts are namely tl;e restoration
of the houses which become cleaner and more modemized; building affection and pride in the
c-omrnun'ity among the residents; promoting mutual understanding and cultural exchange between

-the local residents and other people of different races; and, making the community earn more
income. Second, the negative impacts include worse erosion of the canal banks; noise pollution;

and garbage mostly disposed by non-homestay tourists, which makes the canals filthy.
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