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Abstract

The Purposes of this study is the following (1) To investigate personal and
socio-economic backgrounds of ecotourism as local community business in Phrae
Province, (2) To study the Member's decision — making processes on ecotourism as
local community business in Phrae Province, and (3) To identify their problems,
limitations, and solutions. Research activities were implemented in communities in
Phrae Province namely : Ban Mae Lua (Tambol Pa Deang), Ban Na Tong (Tambol
Cho Hae) Amphur Muang Phrae Province, and Ban Huay Hom (Tambo! Ban Wieng),
Ban Mae Sai (Tambol Mae sai) Amphur Rongkwang Phrae Province. The subjects of
the study are 165 members, residenting in Phrae Province of local business community
in ecotourism. Questionnaires were used to coliect data. The data was analyzed by
using descriptive statistics consisting of percentages.

The results of the among those members who run local business community in
ecotourism in Phrae Province : 52% of them were female, 44% were between 33-44
years old, 80% were married, 57% finished Grade 4, 93.34% were farmers, 51% were
land-owning farmers, 73% did not have a part-time job before starting to run this jocal
business community in ecotourism. Those people not only belong to the local business
community in ecotourism Club but also beiong to other clubs ; however, most of them

belong to A farmer-wife Club, which is 42% They've attended a training program on this



business from MaeJo University Phrae Campus and had been trained the
participants for the program.

Member's decision-making process of local business community in ecotourism
consists of 5 stages. (1), the problem stage ; the common obstructions are finance,
environmentally physical problem 97%, and the incompiete of the environmental and
natural recourse management 57%. (2), the alternative courses of action stage ; those
members give various suggestive opinions as 100% agrees to let the government
provide tourists seasonally, 97% would like financial support from the government,
83.33% has been encouraged by the people from MaeJo University Phrae Campus
and 65% has gained the benefits that had been promised in short time. (3), the
decision stage ; those members decided to have ecotourism as their supplementary-
income providing job due to the fact that it directly preserves the environmental and
natural resources of the community 100%, and provides supplementary income to them
99%. (4), the action stage ; the members start to proceed the actions by encouraging
more people to the Club through telling and explaining the palicy to village committee,
consolidating of stocking without compulsion, electing the committee of the Ciub to do
management, regulation implement and tourist attraction exploration and (5), the
evaluation stage ; those members have turned satisfied financially and become
environmentally conservative 100%, after having this business. All of them were
satisified with their new business.

However, there are some obstructions among those members, firstly, the
committee cannot work full time due to some other businesses, secondly, some
promotions become inactive seasonally, thirdly, travel agents pay too little attention to the
village, fourthly, the consolidation of stocking among the members is too fittle and lastly,

the promotions are not yet efficient enough.
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