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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the impact of tourism development on
a local communitiy in terms of economic, socio-cultural and environmental aspects.
It was also aimed at studying the participation of the community on tourism development
on Lanta Island, Krabi Province in order to acquire the guideline for issuing policies and
planning sustainable tourism development. This research was a combination of
qualitative research and quantitative research. The sample comprised three groups: 385
local people, 6 government officials-and-2 tourism entrepreneurs. The research tools
used were questionnaires and interviews. The statistics used for analyzing data were
percentage, mean value, standard deviation, T-test, One-way ANOVA, Pearson
Correlation and Multiple Comparisons (Least Significant Difference).

The findings of the study reveal that when tourism had become part of
community life, it led to the changes in the community lifestyle in terms of economic,
socio-cultural and environmental aspects. Such changes and impact brought about
advantages and disadvantages to the community lifestyle. Indeed, the local people have
been willing to accept tourism as part of their lives since they have viewed that tourism

brought more advantages for their lives.



In terms of the participation of community in tourism development in Lanta Island,
Krabi Province, it was found at less level. Its participation, especially in monitoring and
evaluation is the lowest. Consequently, the government officers gave an opportunity to
local people to participate in tourism development and management seriously. The
problems and obstacles to the participation in tourism development included lack of
information about tourism management by local people, lack of knowledge and
understanding about tourism management, lack of proper cooperation between local
people tourism entrepreneurs and government officers, and conflict in interests

The result of this study serves as a recommendation to the government, that it
should promote tourism -more in Lanta Island, and the government officers should be
given more information about tourism development and management. Local people
should gain better knowledge about tourism by participating in tourism development and

management of activities, training or meeting.



