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ABSTRACT

Although ' 'Songkhla Lake is well known for ecosystem study, there is no
guideline for ecotourism development. Therefore the researcher aimed to approach the
Songkhla Lake ecotourism development. The objectives of this research were to study
SWOT analysis of Songkhla Lake. In addition, to discover guidelines for developing
Songkhla Lake ecotourism by having the cooperation of government, private sector and
the community in this study. The research was conducted using the qualitative method.
Specifically, structured interviews ' with rgovernment officials, private sector and
community as contributors, were used as a research tools. The data were analyzed by
transcribing the recorded voice interview and then grouped by aspects. These data were
transformed to descriptive presentation. The development of eco-tourism must require
cooperation from both public and private sectors together with communities, which are
currently not coordinated very seriously. Although the government will focus on the
development of Songkhla Lake by the Lake Basin Development Plan, there is no action
for developing an eco-tourism plan. There should be a plan to develop ecotourism as
part of Songkhla Lake Basin Plan and to establish a working group who will mediate
coordination with all parties involved. The operations include the management areas
where appropriate, providing education and interpretation, setting up tourism activities,

tourism services, environmental management, marketing promotion, and participation of



local people. This will be under the financial support of the public and private sectors

who will have an effect and benefit from tourism.
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