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Abstract
The Purpose of the study
The purpose of this research is to conduct a Strategic Planning for Ecotourism
Development in the Protected Areas: case study Kao Luang National Park in Nakhon Si

Thammarat Province.

Research Methodology

Data was collected by distributing 400 questionnaires among 4 groups of
population including : Thai tourists , local people public secter and private secter in
December 2006. Frequency, Percentage, Mean and Standard Deviation were used for

statistical analysis.

The findings were as follows

The resource audit of Kho Luang National Park use the followings. The most
significant national resource in this National Parks are respectively the educational
natural trails, the waterfalls and endangered species of plants. For the Cultural resource,
Khiri Whong Village, Chang Klang Tourism Promotional Center and The old site of the
Communist Headquarter in the jungle have the most offer famous to tourists. The most
significant activities are respectively the forest trekking, the waterfall visiting and
camping. The most important events are the Merit making on the tenth month of the lunar
calendar, The Orchard day and The Sweet Mangos teen Festival. The most important

services are the accommodation, the signposts and the visitor center. The assessment of



SWOT analysis for Kao Luang National Park showed that the strength of this protected
area are being the source of Tapee River and being the most significant rainforest of the
earth while the weaknesses are the lacking of the carrying capacity study and the
lacking of strategic planning for the long — term. For its opportunities, Kao Luang should
be developed to become the Bio — diversity study center as well as the traditional health
center and this rainforest can be in the future one of the world heritage in the region. For
the threats, Kao Luang need more national budget for tourism development. There are
also more and more encroaching areas. Tourists are also afraid of terrorism in the three
southern provinces. The vision of the strategic planning for Kao Luang are : Kao Luang
will belong to the rainforest world heritage, it will be the model for integrated
management in protected area by the public sector, the private sector, the local people
and the tourists. Kao Luang will be center for studying the ecosystem and the bio —
diversity of the tropical rainforest in the region. It will be the most important ecotourism
site of the South — East Asia. The strategies for the implementation of this version are :
the Tourism environmental development strategy, the community — based Ecotourism
development strategy, the Tourism economic development strategy and the cultural, and

social development strategy.
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