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Abstract

This study aimed to study the impacts of community tourism management on
Wat Koh community and to propose guidelines for the management and the
protection of the negative effect of tourism. The study was approached by means of
quantitative research and qualitative research. Multiple qualitative research techniques
were used for collecting data; apart from documentary study, observation,
interviewing and group discussion were done with community leaders, local people,
tourism entrepreneurs, and government officers, including tourist interviewing.
Questionnaires were used for the quantitative research tool. Two types of data
analysis were employed: 1) content analysis for qualitative data and 2) descriptive
statistic for quantitative data.

The following summarize the findings:

1. Wat Koh community starts to welcome study tour through the study groups.
Strengths of the area are potential of cultural tourism, cultural and social capital, and
strong leadership. Meanwhile, weaknesses of the area are the untargeted for tourism
and less understanding about tourism among some community members. However,
potential of the area and support from related organizations make this area acquire
strong potential in tourism development. Threats for this community are the unstable
trends of tourism, insecure of economic and politic, including the increase of gas
prize.

2. The positive impacts of tourism are to generate job opportunity, increase
income, the well-known of the community, share and learn among community
members, promote group activities, promote mental health, promote and preserve
local culture and the cleanliness of community. However, there are also negative
impacts on community; such as no income distribution, and conflict among
community members.

3. Guidelines for managing and preventing the impacts from tourism are
knowledge management, integration and implementation for creating tourism
network, tourist destination management and creating participation process.

Suggestions from this study are the following: 1) creating community learning
museum, developing local human resource capacity, setting up the system for
community tourism management. Besides, the community and municipality should
increase understanding in tourism development among community members. Public
and private sectors should seriously increase their roles in promoting community
tourism, including developing of fundamental facilities for tourism.

Keywords: Impacts of Tourism, Tourism Management, Cultural Tourism, Wat Koh
Community,
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