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Abstract

This action research aims to develop the learning process of community — based
ecotourism management. The study focused on Tamot community as the case study because the
community members are interested in developing ecotourism to be a means to conserve their
community forest. The research methods included documentary review, field work and
developing the community’s learning process by (1) a workshop on “Ecotourism management
and development of the nature trail by community” (2) a field trip (3) two try - out projects on
ecotourism management and (4) forums before and after learning activities.

The community members have learned about the components of community — based
ecotourism management. Meanwhile, their learning is also significant to the community capital.
The community’s learning was related to three factors : (1) the community capital comprises
ecological, human, socio — cultural, wisdom, and monetary capital (2) community capital and the
community’s learning are associated with the dynamics of the external factors (3) the
development of the leaming process in ecotourism management. The learning outcomes can be
categorized into 3 groups according to their involvements : the ecotourism committee, the
community forest committee and other community members. It is likely that the community will
share their leaming through their forums.

The community’s learning on ecotourism management is based on the community
capitals and it is related to the development of the learning process and the external factors. It is

necessary that the development of learning process on ecotourism management for a community

(5)



is taken into account of community capital for a sustainable ecotourism. The development of the
community’s leaming process of ecotourism management, which is based on their own
community capital, can significantly contribute to the sustainability of their community — based
ecotourism project. In the same time, this can lead to long term restoration and conservation

strategies in relation to ecology, natural resources and cultural heritage in the community.
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